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REPORT 


ON THE 

STATE OF BOOTAN, 

AND ON THE 

PROGRESS of the MISSION of 1863-64. 


Bg tfje J^on’blc SLstl«2 

■ ENVOY TO BOOTAN. 


To Colonel H. M. Dub and, ( 7 . 13., Secretary to the Government of India , Foreign 
Department — (dated Darjeeling, the 20th July 1861.7 

Sir, — In my letter No. 45, dated the 21st Aprif, I have given a 
detailed and minute account of the proceedings 
33ootan ffttsston* whilst at Paro and Poonakli of the Mission to 

which I was appointed by your letter No. 495, dated the 11th August 
18G3. I considered that an account of the ill-treatment to which wc 
were exposed whilst engaged in the duty entrusted to us should for many 
reasons be kept distinct from my general Report on the State of Bootan 
and on our progress through the country, and in so doing I had the 
precedent of Captain Pemberton's Mission in 1837. 

2. Having in view the necessity which has unfortunately been 
forced upon us of now adopting some decisive and punitive policy 
towards the Government of Bootan, it seems to me to be expedient that 
I should briefly review the whole of our political relations with that 
country from first to last, and that I should describe at length the long 
series of events which led to the deputation of Mission under my 
charge, so far as I am able to do so from the records at my disposal. 

3. There is nothing, apparently, on record to show that previous 

to the year 1772 the Government of India had 

Early Relations with an y political cognizance whatever of Bootan. In 
Bootan. 

that year, however, the Bootancsc obtruded them* 
selves upon our notice by setting up a claim to the District of Cooch 



o 


early relations with bootan. 


Debar. They invaded and took possession of a great portion of that 
little State, and carriod off the Raja Durunder Narain and his brother, 
the Dcwan Deo, witli the intention of* placing on the throne a Raja 
of their own. The Cooch Behar family solicited the aid of the 
(jovernment of India, which was at once accorded, and a detachment of 
four companies of Sepoys with two guns was despatched under Captain 
Jones for the purpose of driving back the invaders to their own 
Frontier. This duty was so efficiently performed by Captain Jones and 
his little force, that the Bootanese were not only driven beyond the 
Frontier, but were followed into Bootan by Captain Jones, who carried 
the three Forts of Darling, (Delamcotta of the mapsf) Chichacottah, and 
Passakha, and so pressed the Bootanese that they were compelled tc 
invoke the aid of the Thibetan Government at Lassa. In consequence 
of this appeal the Tcshoo Lama, who, during the minority of the Dela 
Lama, was acting as Regent of Thibet, addressed to the Governo 
General, Warren Hastings, a very friendly and* intelligent letter whicl 
ims read in Council on the 29tli of March 1774. In this letter th 
Tcshoo Lama sued for peace on behalf of the Government of Bootan 
denouncing the Bootanese as a “ rude and ignorant race •” suggestin 
that, though they had fully deserved punishment, they had been suffi 
ciently chastened ; and urging that, as Bootan formed a dependency c 
Thibet, a persistence in the prosecution of the war with Bootan rnigl 
irritate the Grand Lama and all his subjects against the Britis 
Government. lie concluded by saying, “ I have reprimanded the Dc 
“ for his past conduct, and I have admonished him to desist from h 
a evil practices in future, and to be submissive to you in all things. 

“ am persuaded he will conform to the advice which I have given liir 
“ and it will be necessary that you treat him with compassion ai 
u clemency. As for my part, I am but a Faqucer ; and it it the custc 
“ of my sect, with the rosary in our hands, to pray for the welfare 
“ all mankind, and especially for the peace and happiness of the inb 
u bitants of this country, and I do now, with my head uncovere 
“ entreat that you will cease from all hostilities against the Deb 
u future/' This letter was conveyed to Calcutta by a Hindoostai 
pilgrim named Porunghccr Gossein, who some years later accompan 
Captain Turner on his Mission to Thibet, and a Thibetan named Pair 
They were charged to deliver certain presents to the Governor Genci 
amongst which were sheets of gilt leather stamped with the Russ 
Eagle, showing that even at that period there was commercial int 
course between Russia and Central Asia. The Governor Gem 
appeared to consider that this letter afforded a favorable opportur 
for an attempt to establish friendly relations with Thibet, and to oj 
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out Jto our commerce a country heretofore closed against us. The 
Council therefore at once complied with the request of the Teshoo 
Lama, and a treaty of peace, onroe basis of the return of each country 
to the boundaries which existed before the invasion of Coocli Behar, 
was made on the 25th of April 1774. The Bootanese engaged to deli- 
ver up the captive Raja of Cooch Behar and his brother, and to pay a 
tribute of five Tangun horses for the District of Chicliacottah, of 
which we had taken possession, but which, with all other lands taken 
during the war, was returned on the execution of the treaty. The Del) 
Raja at the same time undertook to respect the Territory of the East 
India Company ; to deliver up Ryots running away from the Company's 
Territories ; to prosecute any demands the Bootanese might have upon 
British subjects before the regular Courts of the British Government ; 
to refuse shelter to Sunniassees hostile to the English, or to allow 
English troops to follow them into Bootan ; to permit the Hon'ble 
Company to cut timber in the forests under the Hills, and to protect 
the wood-cutters. ^ 

4. "With the view of establishing communication with the Goveiff 
ment of Lassa, the Government of India deter- 
• MissiQns °f Messrs. mined to send an Envoy with a reply to the letter 
of Teshoo Lama, and on the Gth of May 1774 
Mr. Bogle was deputed to the Court of the Regent with a letter from 
the Governor General, and with presents of pearls, corals, brocades, 
cloth, shawls, &c. Mr. Bogle was detained for a considerable time at 
Tassishujung, the winter capital of Bootan, and did not reach the 
Court of the Lama till October 1774. There is no record of his pro- 
gress through Bootan, but as he reached his destination and returned 
to British Territory in safety, it may be assumed that* the Bootanese 
treated him in a friendly manner whilst he was in their country. 
Mr. Bogle does not appear to have been charged with any political 
functions in regard to Bootan. In the discharge of his duties in Thibet 
he seems to have met with complete success, and to have obtained the 
entire confidence of the Regent, so much so indeed that on his return he 
was entrusted by the Lama with a sum of money for the purpose of 
building, on his behalf, a temple on the banks of the River Hooghly. 
It would be interesting to know whether this temple still exists, and if 
so, how it is maintained. After the death of Teshoo Lama in China, 
and on the reported re-incarnation of the Grand Lama, the Governor 


General, with a view of strengthening and maintaining the friendship 
established by Mr. Bogle, determined to despatch an Envoy with 
his congratulations on the event. Captain Turner was selected for 
this duty, and started in 1783 ; he was detained in Bootan from 



4 


VAKEELS SENT BY BOOTAN GOVERNMENT TO CALCUTTA. 


the middle of May till the middle of September, but seems to have 
had no special business to conduct with the Bootanese, though I 
gather from the proceedings of the Collector of Rungpore, dated the 
11th June 1789, that lie was instructed to cede to the Government 
of Bootan the District of Fallacottah. If Captain Turner's very 
glowing description of the Government and the people is to be 
believed, they were a much finer, more civilized and obliging race 
than they were when Captain Pemberton visited the country, and than 
they now are. 

5. In 1787 the Dlmrma and Deb Rajas sent the Timpoo Jungpen 
as a Vakeel to Calcutta for the purpose of procuring* an adjustment of 
certain boundary questions which formed the subject of dispute between 
the Booteahs and the Frontier Zemindars. The Deb Raja claimed the 
District of Hobraghaut on behalf of the Bijnee Raja, but on being 
questioned, the Bijnee Raja repudiated the claim and denied ever having 
authorized the Deb Raja to make any application on his account. The 
^b next claimed, on account of the Zemindar of Beddiagong, that a 
^rehal named Goomali, which had been given to Bulrameliund Burrooah 
in the time of the Moguls, should be restored. The Zemindar on 
being questioned declared that lie had nothing to do with the Deb 
Raja, and had never authorized him to make any such demand. The 
Deb Raja further laid claim to a part of the Zcmindaree of Bykantpore, 
alleging that it belonged to him in virtue of an adjustment made in the 
time of the Moguls, about 1159 B. S. A report on this claim having 
been called for from the local Officers, the Collector reported most 
positively in favor of the Bykantpore Zemiudar : nothing could have been 
clearer from the documents produced by the Zemindar of Bykantpore, 
bearing the seal of the Council of Dinagcporc, and registered before 
tlic Cazy of Calcutta, than that the claim of the Deb was unfounded. 
Nevertheless, the Government of the day directed that the disputed 
land, namely, the Mehals of Aien Fallacottah and Jelpaish, should be 
made over to the Bootanese. I am afraid that on this occasion the 
friendship of the Bootanese was purchased at the expense of the 
Bykantpore Zemindar, and that the unfortunate Bengallee Ryots living 
in these Mehals, who were thus practically handed over as serfs to the 
barbarous rulers of the hill tract to their North, had a just cause for 
complaint in the transfer thus so hastily made. The Collector reported 
to Government that the Deb Raja's claim for these lands was ground- 
less, €C as he is already possessed of more than those he is entitled to/' 
and in replying to the Deb Raja, he sent him copies of the documents 
produced by the Bykantpore Zemindar, and said, “ when you have 
€t considered these documents I leave the decision of the present 
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" dispute to your own justice. The Zemindar of Bykantpore, you will 
“ perceive, has got in his possession a regular deed, sealed with the 
t( (Jompany’s seal, and under %he signature of Mr. Harwood and the 
“ other gentlemen of the Dinagepore Council. Can I, without a 
“ violation of justice, act in opposition to it ?” How, in the face of 
such documents, the Government of the day reconciled it to their sense 
of justice to give up these lands to the Booteahs it is not easy to 
understand. That the Booteahs know well that they had no sort of 
right to the lands is evident from the fact that they now invariably 
speak of them as having been given by the East India Company for the 
purpose of maintaining temples dedicated to the idol Mahakul. The 
Bykantpore Zemindar received a remission of revenue for the lands 
thus taken away from him, though why this remission was made if it 
was believed that the Mehals really belonged to Bootan is not clear. 
From the papers delivered in by the Bykantpore Zemindar at that time, 
it appears that the collections for Jelpaisli amounted to Narrainee 
Rupees 16,154-10 ; they now probably produce not more than 
Rupees 2,000, owing to the oppression exercised towards the cultivators 
by the Bootanese. For Fallacottah a remission of Rupees 3,209 was 
made to the Zemindar, yet when we received charge of the Mehal in 1842, 
to manage it on account of Bootan, the collections had fallen under 
Bootcah misgovemment to Rupees 800 per annum, but within two 
years of its again coming under our management the Mclial was farmed 
for Rupees 2,000, and is now let on a ten years’ lease for that amount. 

The friendship between the Government of India and the Govern- 
ment of Bootan, which was believed to have been renew ed and cemented 
by the visit of Captain Turner to the Deb, was not of a very lasting 
nature. Practically, the intercourse between the countries continued 
to be as purely nominal as it had always been, and within a very few 
years we became seriously embroiled with the Bootanese on the ques- 
tion of the right to nominate a successor to the Raja of the little State 
of Bijnec, which was nominally under the protection of both countries. 
It was established beyond question that the right of nomination was 
vested in this Government, but unfortunately we committed the error 
of confirming the nomination which had already been made by the 
Bootanese under a wrongful assumption of authority. 

6 . In 1815 some disputes occurred regarding the Bootan Frontier 
boundaries, and a Native official named Kishen- 
Bo 80 BBiOn ° f Kislieilkant kant Bose was deputed to the Court of the 
Dhurma and Deb Rajas for the purpose of 
adjusting the questions at issue. This Officer, who seems to have been an 
intelligent and observing person, entered the country from the Assam 
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side. He went from Gowalparah to Bijnec, thence to Sidlee and Cher- 
rung, and so up the Valley of the Patchoo-Matchoo to Poonakh. On 
his return he seems to have branched off from Angdu Forung, anS to 
have re-entered Bengal via Cooch Behar. His opinion of the Bootan 
Dooars was that, “ if well cultivated,” they were “ capable of pro- - 
“ ducing a revenue of seven or eight lacs of Rupees, but they are in 
(€ general waste, and at present the whole revenue of Bootan, including 
“ Mai and Sayer, and all items of collection, does not probably amount 
“ to three lacs of Rupees.” The Government of Bootan seems to have 
been composed then, as now, of a number of greedy, intriguing, 
unscrupulous place-hunters, each striving to oust and circumvent his 
neighbour. He observes that “ the Bootcahs onjoy the revenues of 
{( their country by mutual concurrence in the following manner : they 
€t first become Zinkaffs, or Poes (Sepoys or Peons,) then Tumas 
a (Tliompa?) then Zimpcs under the Pilos or other Officers, after that 
ff Jodus* or Subahs of Passes, after that Zimpe, then Pilo (Pcnlow), 

“ and at length they may become Deb Raja. The last Deb Raja was 
“ in fact originally a Zinkaff. If a man, however, possess extraordi- 
€C nary abilities or interest, he may get on more quickly, and become at 
“ once a Zimpe from being a Zinkaff. When a person gets a good 
“ appointment he is not allowed to keep it long, but at the annual 
“ religious festivals frequent removals and appointments take place. 

“ The Deb Raja himself after a time is liable to be thrust out on some 
cc such pretence as that of his having infringed established customs, and 
" unless he have either a Tongso or Paro Pilo on his side, lie must, if 
f ‘ required to do so, resign his place or risk the result of a civil war ; ou 
“ this account the Deb Raja strives by removals and changes at the 
“ annual festivals to fill the principal offices with persons devoted to 
“ his interest. The Booteahs are full of fraud and intrigue, and would 
“ not scruple to murder their own father or brother to serve their 
“ interest.” Kishenkant remarked that there was “ no burglary 
(( or dacoity in houses in Bootan, and robberies take place upon the 
" highway, the Ryots having nothing in their houses for Dacoits to 
“ carry away.” The same practical incentive to honesty exists to the 
present day. The relations between the Government and the Ryots 
were apparently then precisely wlat they are now. “ Whenever any 
" Ryot or landholder or servant has collected a little money, the Officer 
“ of Government under whose authority they happen to be placed finds 
€C some plea or other for taking the whole. On this account the Ryots 
u are afraid to put on good clothes, or to eat and drink according to 


* Jungpen, from jung a Fort, and pen a Governor, 
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“ tlicir inclination, lest they should excite the avarice of their rulers. 
“ In all ways the Ryots are harassed. Whatever rice they grow is 
“ taken almost entirely for revenue by the Government, and they are 
“ also obliged to deliver the grass and straw ; of wheat they retain a 
“ larger portion, and they do not give to Government any part of their 
“ Dliemsi. All the colts that are produced from their mares, and all 
“ the blankets they make, are also taken by the Officers of Govem- 
“ ment at a low price. They are also bound to furnish firewood, 
“ spirits, and grain, for the Government Officers, and the husks and 
(t straw for the cattle, and are further obliged to carry all the bales of 
“ goods in which the Officers trade gratis ; for exemption from the last 
“ grievance those who can afford it pay something to the Deb Raja, 
tc which of course renders it still more burdensome on those who cannot 
“ do the same.” 

7. Subsequent to Kishenkant Bose's visit*to Bootan, our intercourse 
with the country seems either to have been very 
Dooar» Ute> re * ardin * slight indeed, or not to have been thought worthy 
of record, for no account of any communication 
with the Booteahs is to be traced until the period of the first Burmese 
War of 1825-1826, when it became necessary for us to drive the 
Burmese out of Assam, of which province they had taken forcible 
possession, and had nearly depopulated it by a series of most atrocious 
outrages. Having repelled these foreign invaders, we were compelled 
for the protection of our Frontier to assume the Government of Lower 
Assam, which its imbecile rulers were unable to administer. Unfor- 
tunately, in becoming the possessors of this province, we also found 
ourselves in possession of the very unsatisfactory relations of the 
Assamese with the Bootanese. As these relations were chiefly connected 
with what are called the Dooars , or Passes, it will be welt here to 
give some account of the tract known as the Bootan Dooars. There is 
a narrow slip of land, ranging in breadth from ten to twenty miles, 
which runs along the base of the lower range of Bootan Hills from the 
Darjeeling District to the*Frontier of Upper Assam. It extends from 
the Dhunseeree River on the East to the River Tcesta, or rather the 
Durlah, on the West. The land ^comprised within these limits is 
by nature singularly rioh and fertile ; it is formed of the richest black 
vegetable mould, is washed by many rivers, and has a southern slope 
from 1,500 feet to the level of the plains of Bengal, so slight and 
gradual as scarcely to be perceptible. It is capable of producing aknost 
any crop ; it is peculiarly well adapted for the cultivation of cotton ; 
indeed, considering the small quantity of land under cultivation, a fair 
amount of cotton is alrca% grown there, but the quality is of such an 
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inferior description as scarcely to deserve the name. Near onr Frontier 
a large quantity of rice is grown, and sold at two maunds fo»the 
Rupee. Entering into this tract from the Hills are eighteen Passes ; 
each Pass is under the authority of a Jungpen (Governor of a Fort), or 
as wc call them, Soubahs, and under the administration of each Jung- 
pen is a certain Division of Territory which bears the name of the 
Pass to which it is attached, and thus the whole locality came to be 
known as the Athara Dooar , or Eighteen Passes or Dooars. Of these, 
eleven are situated on the Frontier of the Bengal District of Rungpore 
and the dependent State of Cooch Behar, between the Rivers Durlah 
and Monass, and the remaining seven are on the Frontier of Assam 
between the Monass and the Dhunsecrec Rivers. The Bootanesc were 
not slow to discover the value of the land at the foot of “the Hills, and 
managed to wrest those bordering on Bengal from the Mahomedan 
rulers of the country, probably very soon after their first arrival in 
Bootan, about two centuries ago. The other seven Dooars arc on the 
Frontier of the Districts of Durrung and Kamroop, in Assam, and are 
generally called the Assam Dooars, whilst those bordering on the Ben- 
gal Frontier are called the Bengal Dooars. The Bootanesc were never 
able to obtain absolute possession of the Assam Dooars as they had of 
those of Bengal, but they so harassed the Assam Princes by Frontier 
outrages and incursions that the Assamese were only too glad to pur- 
chase security by making over their seven Dooars to the Bootanesc in 
consideration of an annual payment of yak-tails, ponies, musk, gold- 
dust, blankets, and knives, of an estimated value of Narrainee 
Rupees 4,785 and 4 annas, — an arrangement which has been aptly 
described as a mutual compromise between conscipus weakness and 
barbarian cunning. 

Tlie«evcn Assam Dooars are — - 

1. Boorce-Goomah, 

2. Kalling, 

3. Ghurkolla, 

4. Banska, 

5. Chappagooric, 

6. Chappakhamar, 

7. Bijnec. . 

The eleven Bengal Dooars are— 

1. Dalimcotc (Darlingjung,) 

2. Zumcrcote (name obsolete in Bootan, where it is called 
Moinagoroo,) 

3. Chamoorchee (Sumchec of Bootan,) 

4. Luckee Dooar, • 
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5. Buxa (Passakha,) 

6. Bhulka, 

7. Bara, 

8. Goomar, 

9. Reepoo, 

10. Cherrung, 

11. Bagh or Bijnee. 

The whole of this tract is inhabited by Mechis and Kachans, the only 
classes apparently able to live there in consequence of the atrocities 
of the Booteahs and the malaria generated in these vast jungle tracts, 
which, though perfectly healthy if cultivated, are year by year becom- 
ing depopulated through the short-sighted policy of the Bootanese 
Government, and petty Frontier Officers, whose relation to their Ryots 
was described by Captain Pemberton thirty years ago in terms which 
are equally applicable at the present time, except perhaps that, as is 
always the case, where file people are physically weak and their tyran- 
nical rulers arc physically strong and morally uncontrolled, the oppres- 
sion has become intensified with the progress of time : “ almost all the 
“ principal Officers in charge of the Dooars on the plains arc Kacharis, 
“ Assamese, or Bengallces, appointed nominally by the sunnud of the 
“ Deb Raja, but virtually at the recommendation of the Pilos (Pcnlows) 
“ in whose jurisdiction they arc comprised, and without whose sanction 
“ they would never be able to retain their situations for an hour : their 
“orders arc received immediately from the Zoompens (Jungpens) or 
“ Soubalis in charge of the Districts to which the Dooars are attached, 
“ and who generally reside in the mountains and are chosen from 
“ amongst the most favored class of Booteahs. Enjoying no fixed 
tf salaries, and deriving but little advantage from the barren mountains 
<c amongst which they reside, the Soubahs and Pilos look to the Dooars 
“ as their only source of profit; and almost every article of consumption 
“ is drawn from them under the name of tribute, the amount of which 
“ is entirely dependent on the generosity of the several Soubahs, who 
“ regard the people of tl|p plains with the same sort of feeling which 
“ the task-masters of Egypt entertained for the enslaved Hebrews.” 
At the present day, except in the immediate neighbourhood of our 
Frontier, the unfortunate Mechis are little better than slaves to their 
Booteah rulers ; they arc allowed to keep scarcely enough of the grain 
they themselves grow to afford them bare subsistence, and they have to 
work hard to comply with the never-ending demands made upon them 
for rice, cloth, bctelnut, cotton, and ghee, which they have not only to 
supply without charge, but which they have also to carry week by week 
to the Forts of the Jungpens on the lower range of Ilills. The demand 
of revSRue is limited only by the power of the Jungpens and their Officers 
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to extort more from these wretched people. These tribes apparently 
cannot live in the lower plains of Bengal, and are therefore unable 
to escape from the oppressions of the Booteahs as the Bengallees can. 

8. The British Government renewed and confirmed to the 
Bootancse the engagements made with them by the Assamese. These 
engagements were somewhat of a complicated nature, and were well 
calculated to produce the misunderstanding which, at a very early date, 
arose between the two Governments. In the first place, though the 
five Kamroop Dooars were held exclusively by the Bootanese, and 
were subject to no interference with their management either by the 
Assamese or ourselves, the two Durrung Dooars, Booree-Goomah and 
Railing, were held under a very peculiar tenure ; the British Govern- 
ment occupied them from July to November in each year, whilst the 
Bootanese held them for the remainder of the year. In the next place 
the tribute was payable in kind, and as an inevitable consequence of 
payment of this nature disputes arose as to th6 value of the articles of 
tribute. There were Sezawals appointed on the Frontier to receive the 
tribute from the Booteah Officers : it was said that these men frequently 
changed the articles originally sent, substituting others of inferior value, 
and it was also said on the other hand that the articles sent were not 
of the value agreed upon. These articles of tribute being sold by 
auction seldom realized the value at which they were appraised by the 
Bootanese, and as each year's tribute in consequence fell short of the 
fixed amount, a constantly accruing balance was shown against them. 
The Bootancse evinced very little inclination to adjust this balance, and 
only answered demands for payment by violence and aggression on our 
Frontier. The Deb Raja wrote to the Governor General's Agent, 
u you are probably not aware of the reason of arrears of our current 
“ tribute ; it is therefore necessary to give some explanation. It was 
“ customary when we first came down to collect our revenue to present 
“ you with a piebald horse, and afterwards with others, but without 
“ any reference to the value of them, as also gold, knives, musk, and 
€€ chowries. Your people sell these articles at, such very low prices that 
€t we must necessarily fall into arrears ; the Ryots in consequence are 
“ much oppressed. You are aware that others have now possession of 
€t our Talooks, and reap their benefits, although we have to pay the 
“ KuTrunj* Chanroo Mookee will draw your attention to this subject, 
“ to which you will be pleased to give your consideration, and restore 
st them to us, taking the proper Kown ^?) for them. You must know 
u that the Assam Raja gave up these Dooars for Pan Tamoolt for the 

* Current tribute, 

t Probably meaning for the supply of pan and tobacco. 
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“ Dhurma Raja.” To which the Agent to the Governor General says, 
“ In» reply to the reasons you give for the arrears of tribute, I have to 
r “ observe that the horses now sent are such inferior animals that they 
“ are scarcely saleable at auction, and I am inclined to think they must 
€< be changed on their way here ; this is the cause of the arrears.” Our 
# demands for the liquidation of these arrears were met by evasion, 
aggression, and the plunder and abduction of our 
sion. tra * eS and A * greB “ subjects residing on the Frontier. The first 
serious outrage of which record is to be found 
Attack on Chatgaree. wag an attack made on Chatgaree, in Zillah 

Darning, on the 22nd of October 1828, by the Doompa (Jungpen ?) 
Raja of Booree-Goomah Dooar; some Booteah refugees were carried 
off, and with them the owner of the house in which they were residing. 
Whilst the case was under investigation, the Raja with a force of 280 
men treacherously attacked one of our Frontier outposts, where a party 
of eight Sepoys was stationed ; the Native Officer and some of the Sepoys 
were killed, and a number of women and others were carried off 
captive. The release of the captives and the surrender of the Doompa 
Raja was demanded in writing by the Agent on the North-Eastern 
Frontier, but the Bootau Government took no notice whatever of the 
Agent's representation, and finally the release of the captives was 
c fleeted by a Jemadar and a party of Sebundies, who ascertained the 
place in which they were confined, advanced upon it suddenly and set 
the prisoners at liberty. We then occupied the Dooar from which the 
outrage had been committed, and retained posses- 
sion of it, in spite of the frequent applications of 
the Deb Raja for its restoration, until 1831, 
though, curiously enough, the first demand for the surrender of the 
Dooar was not made till it had been attached for three years, probably 
owing to the central Government of Bootan not hearing sooner of what 
had happened. At length the Government of Bootan declared that 
the offenders whose surrender had been demanded were dead; they 
were told to produce evidence of the fact; they failed to do this, 
however, till another year had elapsed, and then witnesses were sent 
who deposed that the Doompa Raja, who had been confined in irons in 
the Palace at Poonakh, had been burnt in a fire which had destroyed the 
building, and that his chief accomplice had been drowned whilst 
superintending the construction of a chain bridge. In the opinion of 
the Officer in the best position a<H;he time to judge of the temper of the 
Bootanese they would not have been induced to accede to the terms 
on which the restoration of the Dooars was made to depend, even after 
these six years of negociation, " had not the accidental death of the 


Booree-Goomah 
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“ principal offenders relieved them from the necessity of surrendering 
“ them to the British Government, and enabled them to escape the degra- 
“ dation which they thought attached to the surrender of any criminal.” 
On the statement of these witnesses regarding the death of the chief 
delinquents — although with our present knowledge of the Booteahs 
their evidence would be considered of little real value, — and on the 
payment of a fine of Rupees 2,000, the Booteahs were allowed to 
rc-occupy the Dooar in 1834. Not a full year had however elapsed 
before they again perpetrated a fresh outrage of the grossest 
description on British subjects. A large armed force from the Bijnec 
Dooar attacked the village of Nogong and carried off ten persons into 
Bootan, where they were detained as prisoners. At the same time the 
local Officers drew the attention of Government to the increasing fre- 
quency of these atrocities, and reported that the Bootcah Officers had 
positively refused to pay the current tribute, or make arrangements for 
liquidating the outstanding balances of previous years, aggregating more 
than 30,000 Narraincc Rupees. Our villages on the Frontier were 
reported to be in some instances entirely deserted, and there was a 
general feeling of insecurity spreading along the border which called 
for prompt and decisive measures. Twenty-two British subjects had 
on various occasions been carried off by the Booteahs of Bijnee alone : 
a Detachment of Assam Light Infantry, under a Native Officer, was 
therefore sent into Bijnee to release these unfortunate people. They 
gallantly stormed the stockade, rescued nine captives, and took the 
chief Bootcah Officer of the District prisoner ; he admitted his culpa- 
bility, and showed that he had acted with the connivance of the Tongso 
Penlow, to whom some of the prisoners had been sent as a present ; 
four more captives were subsequently surrendered, and the rest were 
“ satisfactorily accounted for,” — though in what manner does not 
appear. As it was proved that the Bootan Frontier Officers harboured 
bands of regular robbers, who paid considerable sums for the protection 
afforded them, a demand for the surrender of all the robbers in the 
Bijnee and Banska Dooars was made, and in default of compliance, and 
in the event of all arrears of tribute not being paid, the immediate 
attachment of the Dooars was threatened. Unfortunately a mistake 
was made which has since been too often repeated ; a clear demand was 
made, and a distinct and specific proceeding was threatened in the event 
of non-compliance ; the demand was treated with contempt, and the 
threat was never enforced. The Deb ®aja sent no reply whatever to 
the demands of the British Government; and the Bootanese now 
became so troublesome that a distinct Corps was raised for the special 
purpose of protecting the unhealthy Dooar Frontier,— a number of 
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Natives of that part of the country being formed into the Assam 
Sebundy Corps. 

9. Whilst the Bijnee outrage was still under consideration, a fresh 
incursion into the District of Durrung was made by Booteahs from 
the Railing Dooar ; a large amount of property was plundered under 
the orders of the chief Booteah Officer of the Dooar, Gumbheer 
Wazeer, a disreputable Assamese. The Magistrate of Durrung, 
apparently knowing the uselessness of making demands, advanced 
to the Frontier with sixteen men of the Assam Sebundy Corps, and 
the promptness of the proceeding so frightened Gumbheer that he 
came into Captain Matliie's Camp, and delivered over to him thirteen 
of the offenders who had been engaged in the outrage. Captain 
Mathie continued his inquiries regarding the gangs of Frontier robbers 
protected by the Booteahs, and by pressure induced Gumbheer to 

surrender twenty-seven more criminals. Within 
Banska Dooar attached. , • ,, r ,, 

two months from the occurrence of the Bijnee 

outrage two further incursions were made from the Banska Dooar 
into the District of North Kamroop. The offenders were traced to 
the residence of the Bootcali Frontier Officer, Boora Talookdar; an 
unsuccessful demand was made for the surrender of the property and 
the criminals, and then, on the 14th of February 183G, the Magistrate, 
Captain Bogle, with a Detachment of eighty Sebundics under the 
command of Lieutenants Mathews and Vetch, advanced across the 
Frontier. The Booteah Chief fled to Dewangari ; stolon property was 
found in his house ; a formal demand for satisfaction was addressed to 
the Dewangari Raja and the Tongso Pcnlow ; a Notification was issued 
temporarily attaching the Dooar, and two of the principal Passes were 
closed. The Dewangari Raja at once commenced to negociate, but was 
told that nothing short of a full compliance with the demands made 
upon him would be accepted. Whilst occupying the Dooars the British 
Officers apprehended thirteen offenders who admitted that they were 
professional robbers appointed by the Dewangari Raja and other Officers 
of the Bootanese Government. The Dewangari Raja, under the pre- 
tence of desiring an amicable adjustment of the question at issue, came 
down from the Hills to meet Captain Bogle, accompanied however by a 
considerable armed following. He was refused an interview until the 
offenders demanded had been surrendered, and on the 1st March he 
gave up nineteen ringleaders, and then attended by twenty mounted 
sirdars and 600 followers he visited Captain Bogle, having in his train 
however the chief criminal, Boora Talookdar, whom he refused to sur- 
render. He professed the greatest friendship, so much so that Captain 
Bogle re-opened the Passes to traders, though he still demanded the 



14 


THE BOOTEAHS DEFEATED BY SEBUNDIE9. 


surrender of the criminals. The Raja, under the pretence of returning 
to the Hills, quietly took up a strong position and built two stockades. 
He was ordered to retire, and on his failing to comply with the requisi- 
tion, Captain Bogle proceeded to enforce his demand. The Booteahs 
abandoned the first stockade on the approach of his party, and fell back 
upon the main body, where they stood to receive him. Lieutenant 
Mathews at once charged them, and at the first volley the Booteahs 
broke and fled, leaving twenty-five killed and about fifty wounded, and 
with the loss of all their baggage. The result of the action was that 
Boora Talookdar and six of the offenders who had been demanded were 
surrendered, formal possession was taken of Banska Dooar, and a letter 
was addressed to the Deb Raja recapitulating the circumstances which 
had necessitated this step. It was believed that considerable exertion had 
been made by the Bootanese to bring a force of this strength into the 
field, and the cowardice shown by a force of 600 men when brought face 
to face with seventy-five of the Assam Sebundies clearly established 
their utter worthlessness as soldiers. 

10. The Booteahs were now thoroughly alarmed. Many of the 

offenders who had been engaged in outrages on 
Banska Dooar released. _ „ . , ° 

our Territory were delivered up; Zinkaffs or 

messengers were sent to make terms, and characteristic cringing letters 
were addressed to the Agent by the Regent and by the Tongso Penlow, 
containing the unvarying falsehoods by which the Bootanese ever seek 
to repudiate their responsibility for the misconduct of tlieir Frontier 
Officers. They declared that they had never heard of the robberies 
committed in our Frontier ; that none of the letters of remonstrance 
addressed to the Bootan Government had ever been received, and they 
requested that all arrears of revenue might be taken from the Dooar, 
and the Dooar itself returned. The granaries in the Dooars were deli- 
vered up to the Bootanese Officers, and unfortunately the great mistake 
was committed of promising the surrender of the Dooar on an engage- 
ment being entered into by the Zinkaffs for the better management of 
the Dooar and for the extradition of offenders against our Government. 
The Zinkaffs obtained from the Regent a blank form bearing his seal, 
and entered into the required agreement, the pActical effect of which 
arrangement was that a powerful Government like ours was induced to 
negociate with persons of the rank of common Chupprassies, as repre- 
sentatives of a petty State which had been compelled to ask for oui 
forbearance, and which is itself singularly exacting in all matters o 


etiquette. The obvious consequence of this proceeding was that tin 
Deb Raja never ratified the agreement, although the Dooar wai 
returned in anticipation of his so doing. This misjudged -forbearanci 
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is probably to be attributed to the extraordinary misapprehension which 
seems to have prevailed, that any active measures on our part “ would 
“ be pursued at the imminent risk of a war with China.” I believe 
that the existence of such a country as Bootan is entirely unknown # to 
the Chinese, and that very little beyond its name, and that it is a 
country inhabited by treacherous robbers, is known even in Thibet. 

11. Under the belief that all communications from our Government 
were withheld by the Frontier Officers from the 
PmbertJm 011 ° f Captftin Durbar, it was determined in 1837 to send an 
Envoy from the Governor General to the Court of 
the Dhurma and Deb Rajas “ to settle the terms of commercial inter- 
“ course between the States, and, if possible, to effect such an adjust- 
“ ment of the tribute payable for the Dooars as*night diminish the 
“ chances of misunderstanding arising from that source.” This Mission 
was entrusted to Captain Pemberton, an Officer who was singularly 
qualified for the duty, having more knowledge of the States and tribes 
on our North-Eastern Frontier than any one has ever possessed before, 
or has had an opportunity of acquiring since. The Government of 
India communicated to the Dhurma and Deb Rajas their intention of 
sending an Envoy to the Durbar. The Bootanese Government sent 
messengers to Calcutta with their reply, the object of which clearly 
was to endeavour to evade the admission of an Envoy to the country. 
They proposed that an Envoy should not be sent until some fresh cause 
of dispute arose, and they announced that they should then be glad to 
receive a representative of the Governor General. The Government of 
India, however, adhered to its determination, and the messengers were 
sent back with an intimation of the probable date of the departure of 
the Mission. Captain Pemberton, accompanied by the distinguished 
Botanist Dr. Griffith, and an Escort of twenty-five Sepoys of the Assam 
Scbundy Corps under the command of Ensign Blake, left Gowhatty for 
Bootan on the 21st of December. Captain Pemberton was most anxious 
to obtain information regarding East Bootan, and to fill up a portion of 
the blank left # the maps and reports of his predecessors Messrs. Bogle 
and Turner, and he therefore determined to enter the country by the 
Banska Dooar and Dd^mgari. lie was detained for some time on the 
Frontier at Dum-Duma, waiting for letters from the Dewangari Raja ; 
again he was delayed on one excuse or another for twenty days at 
Dewangari, during which time a rebellion broke out headed by the 
Tahga Penlow ; every attempt was made to induce Captain Pemberton 
to return to the Frontier, and re-enter the country by the Buxa Dooar 
Pass, and proceed to Poonakh by the route which had been followed by 
Messrs. Bogle and Turner. This, however, Captain Pemberton managed 
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to avoid doing, and was at length allowed to enter Eastern Bootan 
through the District of the Tongso Penlow. Though the Bootan 
Government avowedly received the Envoy in a friendly manner, and 
sent messengers to conduct him to the Durbar, he was exposed to much 
annoyance and delay on the road, and was not allowed to hold any 
communication with the people of the country. During his residence in 
the country, as during that of Captain Turner, a rebellion was in full 
operation, the object of which was to dethrone the Deb Raja. The draft 
treaty submitted to the Government of Bootan by the Envoy was ex- 
tremcly moderate and favourable to the Bootanese ; it was agreed to by 
the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, and by all the Amlah except the Tongso 
Penlow, whose interests were slightly affected by a portion of it, and on 
this account alone H was finally rejected by the Government of Bootan. 

12. Captain Pemberton thus describes the manner in which the 
Bootan Government evaded signature of the treaty : — 

“ Mr. Scott, by whom these engagements were made, overlooking 
“ the unfair advantage which had been taken of the Assam Princes 
c< during the declension of their power, renewed and confirmed the 
“ agreements which had been extorted from the weakness of those 
“ rulers ; and the Booteahs were secured in the continued enjoyment 
“ of privileges of wdiich a less generous policy would have altogether 
“ deprived them. Every concession continued to be made for the sake 
“ of preserving those amicable relations which could not be interrupted 
c< without causing great local distress ; and the reward of such forbear- 
“ ance has been seen in acts of repeated aggression, in the murder and 
u abstraction of British subjects, the non-payment of tribute, and the 
u refusal, until force had been employed, to make reparation for the 
tc injuries inflicted, or to assist in devising plans to prevent their future 
u recurrence. 

“ A Mission was deputed from the Supreme Government to the 
“ Court of Bootan under a belief that the rulers of that country were 
“ kept in ignorance of the proceedings of their local Officers, and that 
f< when known, some decisive steps would he taken to g^Pard against the 
“ probability of interruption to those amicable relations the continuance 
“ of which was of vital importance to Bootaflltself. In its progress 
“ through the country, the Mission was everywhere received with 
“ marked distinction ; the Envoy was waited upon by every Soubah of 
“ the Districts through which it passed, and nothing could have exhi- 
i( hi ted a more anxious desire to do honor to the power that deputed it 
“ than the extreme respect with which the letters and presents of the 
er Governor General of India were received by the Deb and Dhurma 
“ Rajas of Bootan. Yet so wholly impotent is the Government of the 
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ff country, and so lamentable are the effects of the contests for supre- 
u macy which have devastated Bootan for the last thirty years, that its 
ie rulers dare not enter into engagements which, however calculated to 
u promote the general welfare, may indirectly clash with the imaginary 
“ interests of a Pilo or Zimpe. During many protracted discussions 
tc held with the Ministers of the Deb, every argument was used, and 
a the most detailed explanations were offered, to arrest the attention of 
“ the Government, and to show the extreme hazard incurred by the 
“ misconduct of its Officers. Various propositions were submitted and 
€t discussed, and the draft of a treaty was at last prepared with the 
“ avowed concurrence and approval of the Deb and his Ministers, who 
“ repeatedly admitted, both in private and at the public durbars, that 
<c its provisions were unobjectionable ; they appointed a time for ratify- 
“ ing it by signature, and when the period for doing so arrived, evaded it 
“ on the most frivolous pretexts, — the Deb to the last admitting that 
“ he had no valid objection to offer, and that it was calculated to benefit 
“ his country by removing many existing causes of dissatisfaction : these 
“ opinions he held in common with the ex- Deb, the Paro Pilo, the 
“ Tassi Zimpe, Wandipoor Zanpen, and the Sam and Deb Zimpes ; 
<c and yet he avowed that he dared not sign it, as the Tongso Pilo 
%c objected. 

tc With such a Government it is sufficiently evident that negocia- 
“ tion is utterly hopeless. Its nominal head is powerless, and the real 
“ authority of the country is vested in the two Barons of Tongso 
“ and Paro, who divide it between them. A rigid policy under such 
ft circumstances would justify the immediate permanent resumption 
“ of all Dooars, both in Bengal and Assam, now held by Bootan ; 
“ for when the engagements by which they were permitted to occupy 
ct them have been so repeatedly violated, and the Dooars have been 
“ made places of refuge for organised bands of robbers and "assassins, 
(f security to the lives and properties of our own subjects would justify 
s{ any measures, however apparently severe, which should strike at 
u the root of a system so prolific of the most serious evil. But 
“ there arc many powerful motives for pursuing a less severe course 
“ of policy than that which steijj. justice and insulted forbearance 
“ demand. 

“ These Dooars form, as has been already observed, the most valuable 
“ portion of the Bootan Territory ; through them and from them are 
tc procured, either directly or indirectly, almost every article of 
“ consumption or luxury which the inhabitants of the Hills possess, 
“ Their principal trade is with them ; the priests and higher classes 
u of the laity subsist almost exclusively upon their produce. The silks 
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“ of China and the woollens of Thibet are purchased in barter for the 
" cotton, rice, and other products of the plains ; and the policy which 
“ would exclude the Booteahs altogether from these possessions would 
“ sever one of the strongest ties by which they may now be constrained. 
“ It is, however, no less clear that some decisive measures are indis- 
“ pensably necessary to guard against the repetition of such aggressions 
<€ as have been committed at various times against the British Govem- 
€< nient since its occupation of Assam ; and as these offences have, 
“ in almost every instance, been perpetrated within the jurisdiction 
“ of the Tongso Pito, whose pernicious counsels and avarice prevented 
“ the ratification of those agreements which were calculated to prevent 
“ their recurrence, it is but just that the weight of punishment should 
“ fall more heavily upon him than upon those other members of the 
“ Bootan Government whose conduct evinced a greater respect to the 
“ moderate demands and wishes of the British Government. By 
“ drawing this distinction and explicitly staling it to the Bootan 
“ Government, the justice which attached the Assam Dooars would be 
“ felt, and the generosity which spared those of Bengal appreciated.” 

Captain Pemberton's Mission seems to have been followed by no 
satisfactory results, and on his return things remained in much the 
same state that they had been in before. An admirable Report on 
the country was drawn up by the Envoy, which added much to the 
little stock of information which Government possessed regarding the 
internal government of Bootan, and considering the great difficulties 
in which he was placed, by having all his communications with the 
people of the country along the route he travelled prohibited, and all 
his proceedings watched by spies, his account of the country is 
singularly full and accurate. 

During the year 1839 the Bootanese carried off twelve British 
subjects ; one died of his wounds, another was 
Further Outrages, and murdered for attempting to escape, and a third 
Dooars^ 1011 °* AaBam was wounded and thrown down a precipice be- 
cause he would not work. The insurrection 
which commenced during Captain Pemberton's visit to the country 
seems to have continued till 184(^ and in that> year one of the Deb 
Rajas, in a letter to the Governor General's Agent, in which the 
anarchy and confusion under which the country was groaning were 
freely admitted, says, “ Soompor Deb Rykat of Bykantpore, owing 
u to the instigations of the Dajee Lopes, has forcibly taken possession 
“of our Western Dooars and is ruining the Ryots: Chila Zinkaff 
“ w T as sent to you in consequence of this, with letters from the Dhurma 
“ Raja and myself. Still nothing has been done, and the country is 
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" going to ruin.” “ The Dajee Lopes of Poonakh are false in saying 
tf that the Dhurma Raja is on their side; on the contrary, the Raja is 
“ on my side, of which, should you have any doubt, send one of the 
“ people who accompanied Captain Pemberton ; pay no attention to 
“ those Dajee Lopes.” In forwarding this letter to Government, in 
his dispatch of the 14th October 1841, No. 153, the Governor Gene- 
ral^ Agent proposed to send a Native Officer to the Durbar for the 
purpose “ of communicating with the Deb Raja on the state of misrule 
“ which still continues in the Dooars ;” he added, “ I am quite satisfied 
" that the present Government of Bootan cannot of themselves restore 
u the Dooars to any degree of good management, or hold out adequate 
u protection to induce the Kacharis to return to them. I conceive, 

“ therefore, that they must continue to be depopulated until they come 
“ under our administration. From conversation I have had with the 
“ two last Zinkaffs (messengers) who have come down, both of whom 
“ I know to be confidential persons, I think the Bootan Government 
“ are prepared to cede the Dooars to us on condition of our paying 
“ them a fair compensation for what they draw from the Dooars, and 
“ if it met with the approval of llis Lordship, 1 would propose to 
lt make a direct offer to farm the Dooars, both of Bengal and Assam, 
“ provided the Bootan Government vest in us the entire judicial and 
u fiscal administration of the tract of country. I cannot say what 
“ we could afford to give for the Dooars, but 1 imagine far above any 
“ revenue the Bootan Government draw r from them; for the lands 
f< are greatly coveted by the borderers, and would be most extensively 
“ broken up immediately the cultivators were guaranteed against the 
“ present oppression of the Booteali subordinate authorities. Had we 
“ possession of the Dooars, the Bootan Government would necessarily 
“ in a short time become entirely dependent upon us, as holding in 
“ our hands the source of all their subsistence ; and the Booteali 
“ communication with the Dooars, which is now solely for plunder, 
“ would be converted into a traffic that would be of the greatest benefit 
“ both to the Dooars and the Hill country. The Bootan Government, 
“ besides, w r ould be rescued from its present state of anarchy and 
“ imbecility, for that party which, we acknowledge, and to whom we 
" pay the rents of the Dooars, would be so strengthened as to command 
“ the ready obedience of the country// The Government of India* 
approved of the Agent's proposal to send a Native Officer to com- 
municate with the Raja, and to offer to take in farm the Raja's share 
of the Dooars which were subject to his authority. The Governor 


* Letter No. 1372, duted 2nd November 1840. 
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General was of opinion that an arrangement of this nature would be 
likely to be attended with the best consequences, as tending to the 
better cultivation of the Dooars and the pecuniary advantage of the 
Raja himself. Very shortly after the deputation of the Native 
Officer to Bootan had been determined on, and whilst the matter 
was still pending, a fresh outrage was committed on our Territory 
by the Bootanese. Five villages were seized ; the Cutcherry of the 
Zemindar of Khoonta Ghftt was attacked and plundered, and one of 
his servants was taken off. The Government of India decided that 
measures should be taken to check this spirit of aggression on the 
part of the Booteahs, and the Governor General's Agent was autho- 
rized, if he saw fit to do so, to attempt to capture the offenders with 
a sufficient force of Scbundies. I have been unable to apprehend the 
precise course adopted by the Governor General's Agent on receipt of 
these instructions, but I gather that about this time the two Eastern 
Dooars, Railing and Boorce-Goomali, were formally attached and 
occupied by our Officers. On the 21st of May following the Governor 
General's Agent forwarded letters from the Dhurma and Deb Rajas, 
complaining that the country was being cc devastated" and “ ruined" by 
insurrection, requesting that the attached Dooars might he released, 
promising payment of arrears of revenue, and adding, “ You say you 
“ want proof that Dajco Lope is not the Deb Raja, and that the Dhurma 
“ Raja is living with me at Tassishujung and that you wish to send a 
“ gentleman to inquire whether this is the case or not. At this I am 
“ much pleased, as nothing but good can arise from it. Let a gentle- 
“ man start in the cold season by the Banska Dooar route, and he will 
“be able to return in Chyt or Bysack.* Sir! you state that my 
€t Dooars arc daily gping to ruin, and that there is not half the number 
“ of Ryots in Bunglia (Banska) Dooar that there formerly was, and 
c% that Ghurkolla Dooar is entirely jungle ; this has arisen from the 
tc people in the plains seizing the opportunity of the disturbances in the 
€< Hills to defraud the Ryots." On this the Governor General's Agent 
proposed that an European Officer should be sent to the Bootanese 
Durbar, with a proposal to interfere with a view of putting an end to 
the disorganization and misrule then existing in the country. It ap- 
peared that one claimant to the Deb-Raj aship held a secure and im- 
pregnable position in the Fort of Angdu-Forung, and had possession of 
some of the Dooars, whilst the other claimant was at Tassishujung with 
the Dhurma Raja. Whilst the struggle was going on in the Hills for 
the Dcb-Rajaship, there were two parties fighting in the plains for some 


About April, 



INTERNAL DISPUTES ; ANOTHER MISSION PROPOSED. 


21 


Df the Bengal Dooars, — Doorga Deb, son of the Bykantpore Zemindar, 
backed by the Angdu-Forung Deb on one side, and Hurgobind Katma, 
backed by the other Deb on the other. The lands in dispute formed a 
very inconsiderable portion of the Dooars, but Hurgobind offered to 
pay us Rupees 50,000 a year if we would help him to obtain possession 
of them, and the Bykantpore Zemindar said that they were worth to 
him three lacs of Rupees. This seemed to Colonel Jenkins to be a 
fitting time for establishing our relations with the country on a better 
footing. He said, “ Under the pretty equal balance of power between 
t( the contending Deb Rajas and the deprivations the Booteah Chiefs 
“ must all suffer from the distracted state of the Hill country, the wars 
“ in the Bengal Dooars, the attachment of two and the almost entire 
ct ruin of the other Dooars of Assam, I should imagine that the timely 
“ deputation of an Officer at this moment to Bootan might be attended 
“ with a more successful result than was obtained by the late Mission. 
“ If the Deb and Dhuftna Rajas, who may certainly be assumed to be 
li the legitimate rulers of Bootan, could be induced to give us the izarah 
“ (farm) of the Dooars, and to transfer their management to us, our 
“ occupation must be immediately followed by the tranquillization of 
“ the whole country, for the Cherrung Soubah and Deb of Wandipoor 
t€ (Angdu-Forung) could not maintain themselves if deprived of the 
11 resources they now draw from the plains. Under our management 
“ the vast tract of fertile laud which these Dooars comprise would soon 
ts be occupied by the outpourings of the immense population of Rung- 
i( pore and Cooch Behar, and besides the great increase of their value 
u by the extension of cultivation, the Dooars would become of inesti- 
“ mable importance to all Eastern Bengal, from the restoration of the 
u timber trade which has now almost entirely be^. stopped from the 
“ state of anarchy which has convulsed all the Bootan Territories for 
“the last few years.” He remarked that the Bootan Government 
was “ totally unable to settle the affairs of their own country, and it 
t( is probable that they would now gladly accept of our interference ; 
“ but if our Envoy was unable to prevail on the Bootan Government 
€f to accept our aid generally, I should have no hesitation in imme- 
* €t diately occupying all the Dooars, both of Assam and Bengal, should 
“ the Envoy see no reason to the contrary, and preparations for that 
(C event should be made when the Officer proposed to be deputed moved 
“ up to Bootan.” In reply the Agent was informed that, in the 
unsettled state of Bootan and the disorder of its Government, the 
Governor General in Council was averse to adopt the measures sug- 
gested by him of sending another Mission to that country, as in the 
almost equally divided strength of the parties contending for superiority 
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in Bootan there could be no security that the party which the 
Mission might acknowledge would eventually obtain the superiority, 
and in so distant a region His Lordship was not aware of the advantage 
of the British Government espousing the cause of one party and aiding 
it to overcome its adversary ; and without such aid it did not appear 
likely that a Mission would contribute much towards the establishment 
of a strong and undivided Government ; and though questioning the 
expediency of a great power like that of the British Government in the 
East entering into correspondence with a Chief whose authority was 
disputed by those whom he claimed as his subjects, and who was 
opposed by rival in possession of a large portion of his nominal 
dominions. Lord Auckland addressed the following “ admonition and 
warning” to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas : — “ I have learned w r ith 
“ unfeigned regret from my Agent in Assam of the present state of 
“ your country and the disorders which prevail on the Frontier, and I 
€< am therefore induced, in consideration of the long friendship which 
“ has existed between the Bootan Authorities and the Hon'ble Com- 
“ pany, to address you this friendly letter to warn you of the measures 
“ which it will be my painful duty to adopt should your country 
" continue much longer in its present state of anardiy, so that the 
“ duties which the Government of one State owes to that of its neigh - 
“ hours be neglected, and the Hon'ble Company's Frontier districts 
u become the sufferers from this lamentable state of things. The 
“ British Government will in such case not only be justified but com- 
“ polled by an imperative sense of duty to occupy the whole of the 
“ Dooars without any reference to your Highnesses' wishes, as I feel 
“ assured that it is the only course wbicli is likely to hold out a pros- 
“ pect of restoring ^eace and prosperity to that tract of country.” At 
the same time a report was called for on the state of the Dooars, and 
in reply to this call Colonel Jenkins urged that if there should 
“ be any hope o,f succeeding in putting an cud to the present anarchy 
in Bootan by our interference, there would seem to be no doubt that 
“ the cause of humanity and civilization would be no less served than 
“ the interests of the British Government, by restoring peace to a very 
“ extensive and productive tract of country on our immediate Frontier.” 4 
His objection to the military occupation of the Dooars was that it might 
involve subsequent invasion and occupation of Bootan, which would 
necessitate the employment of two Regiments. Regarding the state 
of the Dooars he said, €f I regret that I can add little or nothing to 
“ the information given by Captain Pemberton of the state of the 
Ki DooaTs, in his account of his Mission to Bootan. Since that time 
(( Buxa Dooar on our side has been almost entirely deserted, 
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‘ all the Assam Dooars, except the three (Railing, Booree-Goomah, 

* Gliurkolla) we hold attached. The great Dooars of Bijnee and 
‘ Sidlee were once held as Zemindaries of the Mogul Government ; 

‘ under our Government the Rajas have been considered independent, 

‘ but they are in fact under the authority of the Cherrung Soubah, 

* and except the small village of Neej Bijnee and the band of robbers 
'* in Sidlee, both are absolutely depopulated. The more Western 
‘ Dooars are, I believe, still partially well inhabited, but I know little 
c of them, and can say nothing of their value except what may be 

inferred from the repeated offers of Hurgobind Katma to pay 50,000 
( Rupees a year to be taken under the protection of our Government 

and maintained in his portion of the Dooars, and from the RykaPs 
u (Bykantpore Zemindar) communication to Mr. Kellner, that if he 
te could get quiet possession of the Dooars his son was fighting for, it 
u would be worth to him a lac or a lac-and-a-half of Rupees.” (The 
estimate was stated in a previous letter to be three lacs.) The area of 
the Dooars was calculated by Captain Pemberton to be 6,600 square 
miles. By Colonel Jenkins the area of the Assam Dooars was estimated 
at 990 square miles, and that of the Bengal Dooars at 2,584 square 
miles. The Governor General, in his dispatch from the Political 
Department, No. 2049 of the 26th July 1841 , stated that he saw “ so 
little hope of obtaining a valid cession of the rights of Bootan in the 
Assam Dooars from any competent authority” that he was averse to 
sending another Agent to that country : “ fruitless Missions of this 
“ kind,” he observed, “ will only tend to aggravate our embarrassments, 
cc and arc not creditable to the British power :” an estimate was at 
the same time called for of the establishments required for the purpose 
of restoring order and security within the Dooars^ This having been 
furnished, and the Court of Directors having concurred in the view 
taken by the Government of India of its rights to exercise a controlling 
power over all the Assam Dooars, and having acknowledged fully 
the claim that the inhabitants of those Dooars had on the British 
Government for protection, the Governor General in Council, in the 
letter of the Political Department, No. 2132, dated the 6th September 
1841 , authorized the Agent to attach the remaining Dooars “which 
tc arc now in a state of increasing disorganization,” and a sum of 10,000 
Rupees per annum has ever since been paid to the Bootanese Govern- 
ment as compensation for the loss they sustained by the resumption of 
their tenure. 

13. The immediate effect of this measure was to put a stop to the 
outrages committed on our Frontier, but raids continued to be made 
by the Bootanese on the villages of the Dooars for some time 
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afterwards. Since 1855, however, when the Dewangari Raja was 
removed by his own Government, there has been comparative tranquillity 
on that part of the Frontier. 

14. In the following year the Bootan Government complained to 
ns of the conduct of a son of the Bykantpore 
derBritUh Zemindar, to whom they had let in farm the 
Mehal of Fallacottah, which, as I have stated 
before, was ceded by us to the Bootanese in 1784. Apparently they 
were unable to manage the estate through their own Officers, as it is 
situated on the West bank of the River Teesta and about twenty miles 
within our Frontier, and had in consequence been compelled to farm it 
to a resident of the plains. The Bykantpore family always have con- 
sidered that this land was wrongfully taken from them and given to 
the Bootanese, and the farmer being a member of that family took the 
opportunity of endeavouring to regain possession of it by withholding 
the rent and refusing to obey the orders of th*e Bootcah Officers. He 
also was accused of making inroads into Bootan from the estate, and 
of there secreting the plunder obtained in these raids ; it was in fact 
a kind of no-man^s-land ; we had no authority there, and the Govern- 
ment of Bootan was unable to enforce its orders on its own subordinates. 
The retention of the estate by the farmer, under these circumstances, 
was a perpetual source of disturbance on our Frontier, since the 
Booteahs could have access to the estate only by passing through our 
Territory. In accordance, therefore, with the wishes of the Bootanese 


we took the estate under our own charge, and held ourselves responsi- 
ble for the due payment to the Bootan Government of the net proceeds 
of the property. On our taking charge of it, in 1842, the farm produced 
only Rupees 800 annum, but when once under our Government its 
value immediately increased, and in 1844 it let for Rupees 2,000, which 
Bum was regularly paid to the Bootanese till 1859, when it was attached 
for reasons which will presently be shown. The lease was renewed on 
the same terms, for a period of ten years, in 1860, and on the expiry of 
that lease the farm will probably fetch nearly 4,000 Rupees per annum. 

15. Though the Assam Frontier has been quieter since we occupied 
Continued Outrages in the Eastern Dooars, the aggressions committed 
Bengal Dooars. from the Bengal Dooars on our Territory and on 

Coocli Bchar, and patiently borne by us, have been unparalleled in the 
history of nations. For thirty years scarcely a year has passed without 
the occurrence of several outrages any one of which would have fully 
justified the adoption of a policy of reprisal or retaliation. In every 
instance the aggressors have been, not the villagers, but the Bootan 
Frontier officials, or gangs of robbers protected and harboured by them, 



BOOTEAH OUTRAGES. 


25 


nd generally led by some of their immediate dependents. Our Govem- 
nent has been satisfied with simply ^asking for satisfaction ; in some 
:ases the demand has been accompanied by threats, but in no case have 
hese threats, through one cause or another, ever been carried into 
execution, and the Bootanese have long since ceased to attach any im- 
jortance to them. A breach of good neighbourhood committed on any 
>f their other Frontiers, whether Thibet, Sikhim, or Towang, was certain 
o be followed by immediate reprisals, and they have therefore learned 
:o consider the British power to be weak in proportion as it was forbear- 
ing in comparison with other States. So little have they feared us that 
elephants stolen from our subjects in Julpigooree have been openly kept 
for years at a stockade on the bank of the Teesta, immediately opposite 
our military Cantonment at that place. Since 1856 no less than twenty- 
five British subjects have been reported by the Police to have been 
forcibly carried off into slavery in Bootan. During the same period, 
sixty-nine residents of the dependent State of Cooch Behar are officially 
reported to have been kidnapped, of whom thirty-one were released 
on payment of ransom. But there is indisputable evidence that these 
reported cases represent a very small proportion of the offences 
of this description actually committed. Since 1851, thirty cases of 
plundering British subjects have been reported, and no fewer than 
eighteen elephants have been carried off from the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Julpigooree Cantonment. The Cooch Behar 
Authorities have tendered a list of no less than fifty outrages 
committed on their Territory since 1857, and in one case the property 
plundered is stated to have been of the value of Rupees 20,936. The 
Dooars and the Forts of the Jungpens have been made the rendezvous 
of the robbers, dacoits, and cattle-lifters both of Bootan and of our 
Territory. Criminals had only to cross the Frontier with their ill- 
gotten gain to make sure of a welcome protection and employment 
from the .nearest Booteah official. To show that this is not an ex- 
aggerated statement of the provocation which we have received from 
these people, it will be well to specify several of the cases which have 
occurred of late years, and to recount the moderate and conciliatory 
manner in which our demands for satisfaction have been made, and the 
insolent indifference with which they have been treated. In 1852 an 
elephant valued at Rupees 1,000 was stolen from Atta Ram Byragee, 
of Rungpore, by the Moinagooree Kattam ; in 1853 Ameerooddeen's 
elephant, valued at Rupees 1,000, was stolen by the same person, and 
a third elephant of the same value was stolen by the Kattam from 
Enam Mahomed in 1854. In February 1854 an attack was made on 
the house of Daooreah Doss, of Shaftbarce, in Zillah Rungpore : 



26 


BOOTEAH MISSION TO ASSAM. 


Daooreah Doss was killed, his wife wounded, and 52 Rupees' worth of 
property was plundered. One of the culprits, named Roopa, took 
refuge with the Moinagooree Kattam, a Booteah official, and the 
demands for his surrender were treated with contempt. In January 
1855 an attack was made on the house of Brojoo Sounder Chowdry, 
in the same village, by 100 or 125 Booteahs ; the master of the house 
was killed, and property to the value of Rupees 4,000 plundered. The 
ringleaders were in the service of the Moinagooree Kattam, and were 
traced to his Fort. In March 1851 a Mission was sent by the Bootan 
Government to Gowhatty with a view of obtaining an increase in the 
amount of compensation paid for the resumed Assam Dooars ; the 
Officers entrusted with this duty were the Jadoom, or Dcwangari Raja, 
and an uncle of the Dhurma llaj a, both of them very nearly related to 
the Tongso Pcnlow. The Jadoom Raja behaved to the Agent of the 
Governor General with great insolence, and failing to obtain w r hat they 
wanted, these men committed a scries of robbcVies on our Territory on 
their way back to Bootan. In one case the house of the Chowdry of 
Banska Dooar was attacked and plundered by a party of twenty or 
thirty Booteahs. A few nights after, the house of Bnkut Churn 
llccrah, of Solnmpatta, was attacked and plundered by forty or fifty 
Booteahs. Then the house of Porun Madahi was plundered, and a few 
days later the house of Srecram Thakooria, of Katullgari, was robbed 
of cash and property to the value of Rupees 1,539. Several other 
persons, chiefly Government officials, were also threatened with similar 
injury, and amongst them the Namtolteali Raja, a Booteah Chief who 
liad settled on tlfe plains. The Magistrate of Kamroop w r as deputed to 
the spot to give assurance and protection to the villagers on the Fron- 
tier, and while he was there a party of the Dewangari Raja's servants 
were taken in the fact of carrying off some Booteahs who had settled 
in our Territory. The Magistrate reported that the “ whole of the 
“ people had become so alarmed that most had left their tomes and 
“ property and fled to the jungles, as the Booteahs had already wounded 
“ several and applied torture to others to make them disclose their 
u property." The Magistrate took with him a Company of the 2nd 
Assam Light Infantry, and so long as he was there the robberies were 
discontinued. A demand was made for the surrender of such of the 
offenders as had been recognised, but the requisition was first met with 
evasion, then with insolence and refusal. The Magistrate was accused 
of bringing false charges, and extorting confession and evidence by 
means of torture. The men who had been apprehended distinctly 
confessed to having been engaged in some of the robberies under the 
direct orders of the Dewangari or Jadoom Raja, and stated that the 
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nrhole of the property was made over to the Raja. Whilst these cases 
ivere still under inquiry, further robberies and daeoities were committed 
by gangs of Booteahs on merchants and others. A party of forty 
Booteahs plundered a merchant named Uttura Chand, residing at 
Nittanund Panbarie, of property to the value of Rupees 700 or 800, 
and another trader was robbed of some cloth and Rupees 00 ; the 
offenders were believed to be Dewangari men, and the Governor Gene- 
ral^ Agent stated thifchehad no longer any doubt that the Dewangari 
Raja was not only implicated in all the outrages which had been com- 
mitted, but that he had organized the bands of robbers, and that it 
was to be feared that the Tongso Penlow was aware of the acts of 
his subordinate if he had not empowered him to commit them. It 
appears that the Government of Bootan ordered the Tongso Penlow to 
pay into the Treasury a sum of money of double the value of the pro- 
perty plundered by his relative and subordinate, the Dewangari Raja. 
This is not an unusuaf proceeding in Bootan ; when a demand on our 
part is strongly pressed, the local Officer responsible for the offence is 
made to pay a sum of money, which is divided amongst the Amla, and 
great credit is taken for the punishment inflicted, though probably in 
the majority of the cases the Amla themselves have connived at and 
profited by the offence. The Tongso lYnlow, on 
receiving the Deb Raja's orders, wrote to the 
Governor General's Agent two singularly insolent 
and threatening letters, and ordered him to pay half the fine, report- 
ing at the same time that the Dewangari Raja had been removed. The 
chief ground of complaint against the Agent urged Ity the Penlow was 
that he had addressed the Deb Raja direct regarding the outrages 
committed on our Frontier, and he used the following significant expres- 
sion, “I am a Raja like the Deb Raja, how can he injure me ?” He 
further proposed that a British Officer should be sent into Bootan, 
there to inquire into the cases of plunder committed in our Territory, 
his object probably being to hamper Government by seizing and 
detaining any one we might send. Colonel JeDkins, the Agent to the 
Governor General, at once saw through this, and expressed an opinion 
that compliance with such a proposal “was quite out of the question, 
“ and no Officer could be sent without a strong Guard to protect him 
“ from treachery, which the Booteahs would commit without the slight- 
“ cst hesitation, in spite of any vows to the contrary, if they thought 
“ they could do so with impunity. Though apparently, in common 
“ intercourse, a frank and ingenuous people, no one could place the 
« slightest trust in any one of the race, for we know from constant 
“ occurrences that they are totally untrustworthy, more faithless indeed 
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" than the worst savage on our Frontier.” He recommended that the 
Booteahs should be punished at once by the instant occupation of all the 
Bengal Dooars, the only measure likely to be effective short of invad- 
ing the country. On receipt of the Agent’s Report, Lord Dalhousie 
directed the following observations and orders to be communicated to him 
in the Foreign Office dispatch No. 186, dated the 11th January 1856 : — 

" With Colonel Jenkins’ letter to your address No. 163, dated 
" the 13th November last, and also with tha^from Major Vetch, 
" dated the 18th ultimo, are submitted translations of letters from 
"the Tongs o Pillo, conceived in a spirit and couched in language 
“ equally improper and unbecoming, and containing demands which 
“ it is impossible to entertain seriously for a moment. Colonel 
"Jenkins ha9, of course, acted quite rightly in abstaining from any 
"notice of the Tongso Pillo’s requisition for the payment of half 
" the flue levied upon him by the Deb Raja, and in refusing to send 
“ back the Booteahs who had been apprehended by our Officers, as 
" insolently demanded by that authority. 

"In regard to the future there can be no doubt that, however 
" unwilling the Government may be to bring about a hostile collision, 
" some effectual means must be used to put a stop to the aggressions 
" of the Booteahs, and to shield our Ryots from the constant alarm 
"and actual injury which those aggressions or the apprehension of 
" them occasion. And this necessity is rendered all the more urgent 
"by the overbearing tone of the Tongso Pillo’s communications, 
“ and by the menacing attitude of the late Dewangari Raja, who is 
"said by Colons Jenkins to be ‘ fortifying a position near our 
" Frontier’ with the intention, as be supposes, of c giving us every 
" annoyance’ in his power. 

"Colonel Jenkins proposes that ’the value (Rupees 8,620) of the 
" property plundered by the Dewangari Raja, or with his connivance, 

" should be deducted from the Booteah share of the Dooar revenue, 

" and he submits the ' question whether we shall not withhold any 
"payment until the whole of the offenders demanded by the Magis- 
trate are given up to us for trial/ He further suggests that the 
" Booteahs should be punished at once ( by the instant occupation of 
" all the Bengal Dooars, the only measure,’ he adds, r likely to be 
" effective short of invading the country/ 

" The Governor General in Council, although he is most anxious 
lord Dalhousie threat- “ ®void a collision with the Booteah Govern- 
oooupy Bengal “ ment, feels that it is impossible to tolerate the 
“ insolent and overbearing tone of the Tongso 
“Pillo’s communications to his representative on the North-East 
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" Frontier, and that if % be tolerated the motives *of the Government 
" may be, and probably will be, misconstrued, and the consequences 
" will be more troublesome to the Government, and more injurious to 
" the interests of its subjects, than if it be at once resented. 

“His Lordship in Council, therefore, authorizes the Agent on 
“the North-East Frontier to point out to the Tongso Pillo the 
“ extremely unbecoming tone of his several communications, and the 
“ inadmissibility of the requisitions which they contain y to require 
“ him, on the part of the Governor General in Council, to apologize 
"for the disrespect which he has shown towards Hi s Lordship's 
“ representative, and in his person to the Government of India, and 
“ to inform him that, unless he forthwith accede to this demand, 
" measures, which he will be unable to Tesist, and which will have 
"the effect of crippling his authority on the Frontier, will be put 
" in force. The Agent will, at the same time, inform the Tongso 
" Pillo that, under any circumstances, the value of the property 
" plundered with the connivance of his brother, the late Dcwangari 
" Raja, will be deducted from the Booteah share of the Dooar 
" revenues. It is not thought expedient to go beyond this, and to 
" declare that payment of the share of the Dooar revenue will be 
" entirely withheld until all the offenders who have been demanded 
" are surrendered. 

" If the above remonstrance should be responded to in a becoming 
" spirit, it will be sufficient for the Agent to warn the Tongso Pillo 
" that any repetition of the aggressive movements of which we have 
" recently had to complain will be forthwith resented by the permanent 
" occupation of the Bengal Dooars. It is possible that this menace 
"may have the desired effect of bringing home to the mind of the 
" Tongso Pillo the risk which he incurs by encouraging or permitting 
" incursions into British Territory ; if not, and if there should be a 
" recurrence of such incursions, the Governor General in Council, deem- 
" ing it a paramount duty to protect the subjects of the British Govern- 
"ment, will have no alternative, and he authorizes the Agent, in the 
" possible event supposed, to take immediate measures for the complete 
" occupation of the Bengal Dooars, on the understanding that such 
" occupation shall be permanent, and that the admission of the Booteahs 
" to a share of the revenue of those Dooars shall rest entirely with the 
" discretion of the Governor General in Council. 

" His Lordship in Council is not unaware that the Deb Raja is the 
" nominal head of the country, and that it is the conduct of the Tongso 
" Pillo and his brother, the late Dewangari Raja, and not the conduct of 
" the Deb Raja, which has called for some measure of severity on the 
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“ part of the British Government. But it is obiious that the Deb Raja, 
u even though he may be ostensibly well disposed towards the Govern- # 
“ ment, is unabley or unwilling, or remiss in his endeavours to restrain 
“ his subordinate Chiefs, and it cannot be permitted that for this want 
“ of power, or want of will, or want of energy, the subjects of this 
“ Government should suffer. The Deb Raja must share in the penalty 
“ due to the delinquencies of those who own his authority, and for 
“ whose acts of aggression on British Territory he must be considered 
“ responsible.” # 

The Governor Generali Agent at once carried out these instructions. 
A letter demanding an apology was forwarded to the Penlow through 
the Dewangari Raja, who first of all reported having despatched it the 
moment it arrived, but subsequently, forgetting apparently w r hat he had 
said before, wrote and said that be had taken upon himself to suppress 
the letter for fear of offending the Penlow, a proceeding which was 
clearly the result of collusion between the two* Chiefs, with the object 
of evading the demand for apology. Some time 
Apology made. after, letters of apology were received from the 

Government of Bootan, and on Colonel Jenkins' recommendation were 
accepted as sufficient indication of proper feeling on the part of the 
Bootan Government, and the Dooar revenue was paid after deducting 
the value of the plundered property (Rupees 2,868). In forwarding 
these letters of apology, the Agent commented on our ignorance regard- 
ing the constitution of the Government of Bootan, and observed as 
follows : — 

“ I would, take this opportunity of bringing to notice that all 
“ the Booteah Authorities seem to have come to a decision not to give 
“ up offenders on our demand, though they offer to punish such as are 
“ convicted of offences, and I would beg instructions, under these cir- 
“ cumstances, what course is to be pursued in cases of aggression ; it 
“ would seem worse than useless to make demands for the surrender of 
“ criminals ’that we are not prepared to enforce. What is wanting, I 
“ think, is a better understanding with the head of the Bootan Govern- 
“ ment, which might be effected by the deputation of an Officer, 
“ European or Native, to Bootan, if the internal state of the country 
“ should seem favourable to the measure, but without a restoration of 
“ power to the Dhurma and Deb Rajas we could not expect to effect 
“ much improvement in our relations with the subordinate Authorities. 

“ An intelligent person might, however, pick up much information 
t( that would be valuable to us, for we are now almost totally ignorant 
“of what is taking place in a country so extensively connected 
“ with us.” 
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16. Whilst even these letters of apology were on their way, another 
serious aggression was committed on the Assam 
Further Aggressions. Frontier. A person named Arun Sing, the 

hereditary Zemindar of Goomar Dooar and a man of considerable 
local importance, who had left Bootan and taken up his residence in 
British Territory, was forcibly carried off into Bootan by a party of 
armed Booteahs from Bliulka Chang, headed by the Bootan Frontier 
Officer in person. On this case the following orders were passed by 
the Government of India : — 


“ The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal suggests that a friendly 
“ application should, in the first instance, be addressed to the Dhurma 
“ and Deb Rajas (under whose authority the Tongso Pillo pretends 
“ to act), stating what has been reported, asking explanation, and 
“ assuming that, if the report be correct, the Bootan Authorities will 
“ not fail to see the propriety of affording full reparation. 

“ This, in the opinion of the Governor General in Council, would be 
“ very proper if the offence were a first one, or if previous offences had 
“ been atoned for. But His Lordship in Council does not think that 
“ it is a mode of proceeding which will command attention or respect 
“ in the present circumstances. Considering what has passed, and is 
u still passing, any such application from the Government of India 
“ cannot becomingly or wisely assume a tone of friendliness ; nor 
“ does it appear necessary to ask for an explanation of the violation 
“ of Territory, the fact being beyond doubt, and the offence being one 
“ which, committed without notice or appeal to the Government of 
“ India, nothing can justify. 

“ For these reasons the Governor General in Council would prefer 
“ to state the facts, as we know them to have 
Furthei Demani.. “happened, to the Bootan Authorities; to de- 

“ mand from them the punishment of the offenders, and an apology for 
“ the acts of their dependents, and to give them warning (already 
“ fully authorized) that, if atonement is not made for this new aggres- 
“ sion, the Government of India will hold itself free to take permanent 
“ possession of the Bengal Dooars.” 

The demand for the surrender of Arun Sing was met as usual 
by evasion ; the Deb Raja replied, — “ You have written to me 
Refusal to comply with “ to release the Zemindar and send him back, 
these demands. « an( j £] ia t ^ w jp no t be well if I do not do 


Refusal to comply with 
these demands. 


“ so. The Zemindar has all along been a servant of mine, and 
“ you write to say that there will be a quarrel if he is not sent 
“ back. I have not done an injury to any subject of your Territory ; 
f( there is no power greater than that exercised by the Hon'ble 
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“ Company and the Dhurma Raja, and being on friendly terms it is not 
“ proper to write about such trifles, but if the Zemindar has written to 
“ you, you will let me know, for even his doing so was improper.” 

In communicating this reply to Government the Agent observed 
Proposal to ooeupy that, to the best of his judgment, there was no 
Bengal Dooars. reasonable expectation that any reform of the 

management of their districts on the plains will be effected by the 
Government of Bootan, “ as the contention which appears to have 
“ existed for so many years amongst the chief families of Bootan for the 
“ supreme government of the country appears to be still continued.” 
He was of opinion that further reference to the Government of Bootan 
was useless, and that the Government of India had no alternative but 
to take measures to obtain redress for past offences and security for the 
future, and the measure which, in his opinion, promised to be effective 
was the annexation of the Bengal Dooars, but, as in the case of the Assam 
Dooars, he proposed to admit the Bootanese to* a share in the revenue, 
lie thus described the condition of those Dooars at that time : — 


“ The Dooars now adverted to embrace a very large tract of country, 
“ from the Monass River (the boundary of the Gowalparah District) 
u to the Tccsta River District, under the superintendence of Darjeeling, 
€t consisting generally of very fertile plains, of which the Eastern 
" portion, from the Tasha River to the Monass, is almost entirely 
“ abandoned from the misrule of the Booteah Government. The 
€( only district which of late has been comparatively populated was 
“ Dooar Goomah, before the Frontier Soubahs drove off Arun Sing by 
“ their dreadful system of extortion. The large Dooars of Bijnee and 
“ Sidlce are literally rendered desolate, and within this week the 
u Magistrate of Gowalparah has sent me a private letter from the Raja of 
u Sidlcc to the effect that the oppressions of the Booteahs were beyond 
“ all endurance, and the man who delivered it said that the object of 
" his master was to prevail on us to take possession of the country, 
t( but that, if his communication was by any means made known to the 
€t Bootcalis, his life would be endangered.” 

Colonel Jenkins thought that the annexation would be considered a 
mercy by all the inhabitants of the country, and that we should have 
their entire good will to assist us in their occupation. 

17. Whilst this matter was still under consideration two other 
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grievous wrongs were committed by the Bootan 
officials and reported on the 21st November 1856. 


A British subject, named Salgaram Osawal, having gone across the 


Frontier to Moinagooree to trade, was seized and detained on the false 


pretence that he had in deposit property belonging to a deceased 
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subject of Bootan. This unfortunate merchant has never been released 
to this day. In the other case, a party of fifty armed Booteahs 
employed by the Bootcah official at Madarce Chung came to Shalmarah 
in Cooch Bchar and carried off Jubccl Doss, Ramdolall, Hurmohun, 
and three of their women, and cash and property of the value of 
Rupees 2,176. Jubcel Doss and the three women were released on 
payment of a ransom of Rupees 1,400 and on a promise to pay 
Rupees 1,0 00 more. Three persons who had gone to effect their release 
were detained as security for the payment of the latter sum, and these 
five men arc still, if alive, confined in Bootan. These unfortunate people 
were tortured, and Jubecl when he came before the Agent on his 
release still bore the marks of burning and other torture. The Agent 
applied formally for the release of the captives, but was told in reply 
that Ramdolall owed money, and could only be released on payment 
of the debt by his son. Simultaneously with these groat raids into 
our Territory, thefts of cattle and elephants were constantly going on. 
Between 1854 and 1857 seven such cases were reported on the Rung- 
pore Frontier, and five casos in 1857 alone on the Cooch Behar 
Frontier. The chief offenders in all these cases were Bootan officials, 
the worst of whom was the Moinagoorcc Kattam, against whom alone 
there arc fifteen distinct charges on various dates. Tilings had reached 
a pitch when it seemed to the Government to be necessary to act. A 
Regiment moved up to Regiment was ordered to the Frontier, and the 
the Frontier. local Government was told to consider whether 

it would be the better course to annex the Bengal Dooars, or to with- 
hold the revenue of the Assam Dooars. There seemed to have 
arisen about this time a curious idea that the Tongso Penlow was a 
man well disposed to our Government, and less to blame than the 
other officials. Why such a notion should have been entertained is not 
quite intelligible, for though there had been outrages on the Western 
Frontier as well as the Eastern, the Tongso Penlow had throughout 
treated our Government with unvarying insolence and ill-concealed 
contempt. The Lieutenant-Governor was however about to visit the 
Frontier, and was therefore asked to report on the best course to 
adopt with a view of bringing the Bootanese to a sense of their duty 
towards their neighbours^ 

18. In a Minute dated the 5th March 1857 Sir F. Halliday 
Sir F. Halliday’s Mi- communicatad to Government the impressions 
xmte on Bootan Affairs. left on his mind, after consulting Colonel Jenkins 

and intelligent Natives living on the Frontier : — “ Without pretending 
“ to have arrived at any very accurate knowledge of the subject,” Sir 
F. Halliday was of opinion that the withholding of the revenue of the 
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Assam Dooars was a punishment which would fall more heavily on the 
Tongso Pcnlow than the central Government of Bootan, and he seemed 
to think that there were strong indications of an intention to adopt an 
improved foreign policy on the part of the Bootan Government, that 
certain obnoxious Frontier officials had been dismissed, and that the 
rebellion which had so long thrown the country into confusion had " 
ceased. The Lieutenant-Governor thought that the Deb being now 
free to act without opposition would pay more attention to the 
administration of the country, and in this state of things, and the 
season being too far advanced for any active operations, he suggested 
that a communication should be addressed to the Deb and Dhurma* 
Rajas, through both Pcnlows, “ in such a manner as to make them 
“ aware of its purport, solemnly warning them against trifling with 
“ the forbearance of the British Government, and once more avowedly 
“ for the last time calling upon them to deliver up Arun Sing and 
“ Ramdolall, or abide such measures as the British Government may 
“ on failure of full satisfaction adopt on its own account towards the 
“ vindication of its right and power.” The course, which Sir F. 
Halliday proposed to adopt, failing compliance with, this ultimatum, 
was the annexation of the Territory ceded to the Bootancse in 1780, 
1784, and 1787, viz., Ambaree Fallacottah and Jelpaish. He observed 
that “ the Jelpaish tract on the left bank of the Teesta River in 
“ Bootan was undoubtedly part and parcel of the Bykantpore Zemindaree 
“of Rungpore belonging to the Raja of Julpigoorec, and it is still 
“ looked upon by that old family and its retainers and dependents, and 
“ indeed by the whole country side, as a part of their old domain, 
“ improperly given up to the Booteahs and likely some day or other 
“to be recovered. Jelpaish itself, which is not far from the Bootan 
“ Fort of Moinagoorcc, is the site of the old family temple of the 
“ Bykantpore family.” The resumption of this ceded tract seemed to 
him to be an “ easy, simple, and on our side very popular measure.” 
The feeling of the people of the Dooars was thus described by Sir F. 
Halliday*: — “Various endeavours have been made by the heads of 
“ villages in the country opposite to J ulpigooree to persuade the British 
“ Authorities to invade the Dooars, and free them from the oppressive 
“ Government of Bootan. Messages to that effect have been sent 
“ across, and a deputation of heads of villages attempted to see me, 
“ probably with that object ; but I declined to give them an interview. 
“ Assurances were conveyed through our own subjects that the people 
“ of the Dooars were very anxious to come under our rule, and it was 


* Minute dated 6tli March 1867, paragraph 9, 



THE INHABITANTS OP THE DOOARS DESIRE BRITISH RULE. 35 

" intimated that if wc would only send troops, all supplies should be ready 
t€ for tliem without expense. It was said among the better informed of 
“ our subjects on the Frontier that a very little encouragement would 
“ induce the people of the Dooars to rise upon their present rulers. 

“ But to these and similar communications I gave no encouragement.” 

• A definite written proposal* was made about the same time by a 
number of the residents of the Dooars that we should take their 
Territory, and they even gave in a list of the revenues which we should 
be able to raise in the event of our complying with their request. A 
Cantonment established Cantonment was selected on the Frontier at 
on the Frontier. Julpigoorce, and the 73rd Regiment of Native 

Infantry and a Detachment of the 11th Irregular Cavalry were posted 
there. The Supreme Government concurred with the Lieutenant- 
Governor so far as to think that, having reference to the late changes 
in the Government of Bootan, one more demand should be made to the 
Deb and Dhurma Rajas ^nd the two Penlows, for the delivery of the 
abducted persons, Arun Sing and Ramdolall, accompanied by a warning 
that if the demand should fail of success the Government of India would 
take measures at its own pleasure for enforcing it. The first step of 
retribution which the Government proposed was the seizure in per- 
manent possession of the Fallacottah Estate, which was within our own 
Frontier line, to be followed thereafter by the occupation and retention 
of Jelpaish. The Mutiny, however, broke out at the time and occupied 
the attention of Government, and rendered it improbable that wc 
should have men available to carry out the threat, and this final demand 
was not therefore made. Whilst the subject was still under discussion 
a party of 300 or 400 armed Booteahs headed by 
Further Outrages. Bootan officials entered Cooch B char, plundered 

the house of Sakaloo Parmanick of property to the value of 
Rupees 20,936 ; four Chowkccdars were wounded, and two relatives of the 
houseowner were carried off captive ; two days previously 123 buffaloes 
and two herdmen were carried off from the same place. In reporting this 
case, Colonel Jenkins observed that it was of no use whatever writing 
to the subordinate Bootcah Officer on the Frontier for the surrender of 
captives or plunder, and that in his opinion the proper course in such 
cases was for the Officer Commanding at Julpigoorcc to proceed at once 
in pursuit of the offenders. This case having been represented to the 
Deb Raja, and a punishment having been threatened in the event of 
failure to release all subjects of this Government and of Cooch Behar 
then in confinement, the Soubah of Bhulka Dooar was ordered to 


# Seo Appendix. 
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investigate the case : he came to the place of meeting attended by a large 
body of armed followers, “ conducted himself throughout in a violent 
“ manner,” and refused to take any steps towards investigating the out- 
rage until a revision was made of the Frontier boundary laid down in 
1851-52. Colonel Jenkins reported this to Government and said* — 
“ Nothing, I conceive, will effectually put a stop to these daring inroads 
“ but the posting of a considerable force of Government Troops 
u disposed in one or two Detachments on the Frontier of Cooch Behar ; 
“ but the mere presence of these Guards will not be sufficient, I fear, 
“ to induce the Booteali Authorities to give up the unfortunate indivi- 
“ duals now detained in captivity, and the restitution of the value of 
“ the property which has from time to time been plundered from the 
u border villages, except by the actual occupation of one or more of the 
“ Dooars until our demands arc fully complied with. 

“ The superior Officers of Bootan are possibly well disposed towards 
“ our Government, but they have no effectual control over the Soubahs 
u of Dooars, nor the Soubahs over their subordinate Katmas, as I 
“ have often attempted to point out, and unless our Government them- 
“ selves punish the Soubahs by the attachment of the Dooars, our 
tc captive subjects and dependents, who cannot escape or effect their 
“ own ransom, will end their days in confinement, and those who have 
“ been forcibly robbed will in vain look for the restoration of their 
“ property from the supreme Government of Bootan.” In 1859 
further aggressions were reported, and the Home Government directed 
inquiries to be made regarding the missing men, and warned the 
Government against over leniency. The Deb Raja, in a flippant and 
impertinent reply to our demands, declared that “ Arun Sing had died 
“ because his days were numbered.” Colonel Jenkins then considered all 
attempts to obtain satisfaction in a friendly manner were quite useless, 
and strongly recommended the annexation of Fallacottali and Jclpaish. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir J. Grant, did not think that the Deb's 
answer was such as to necessitate immediate action . He did not con- 
sider that the conduct of the Booteali Government was such at that time 
to make it expedient “ to expend the best bolt in its quiver, which 
“ can never be replaced he thought that there was a great advantage 
in the Bootancsc possessing land the annexation of which, in the event of 
misconduct, could always be held out as a practical menace, and that the 
execution of this menace should be kept in reserve for some new occasion, 
but that on such occasion arising the Governor General's Agent should 
be authorized at once to take possession of the tract in question. 


# Letter No. 10, dated I ho 9th March 1859, paragraphs 8 and 9. 
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The Governor General did not concur in this view : he considered 

_ „ _ that the former orders for the punishment of the 

FaUacottah Revenue * , 

attached, and Demands Boot an Government should be put in force, and 

again made. directed that the Fallacottah Estate should be 

taken possession of, a categorical statement of the circumstances which 

had led to the adoption of this measure being sent to the Bootanese, 

and requisition being made, not only for the restoration of captives, but 

for the punishment of the guilty parties, an intimation being at the 

same time given to the effect that the Territory would not be restored 

till full reparation was made. In giving effect to these orders, in 

March 1 800, some confusion occurred through the misapprehension of 

the local Officers. The Bootan Government was informed that the 

Territory was seized, but the letter which was ordered to be sent to 

them, leaving them a chance of recovering it by complying with the 

demand of our Government, was not sent. But it did not appear 

expedient to disavow *tlie act of the local Authorities, and it was 

allowed to stand, though it had placed Government in the awkward 

position cither of having to extend its occupation or of receding from 

a threat. 


19. At the very time that arrangements were being made for 
occupying Fallacottah, a fresh outrage was com- 
More Outrages. mitted on our Territory by a party of fifty or 

sixty Booteahs of Goomar Dooar, who came down during the night to 
the village of Pott ah, in Pcrgunnah Goorlah, plundered property to the 
value of llupces 258 from the house of Deem Doss, and carried off his 
nephew, Jadooram. The boy was confined at the cutcherry of the 
Booteah Frontier Officer for ten or fifteen days, and then released. 
The Dalingjung Jungpen made frequent demands for the rent of 
Fallacottah ; the circumstances under which the attachment had taken 
place were communicated to him, and he was told that the payment 


would be renewed when the demands of our Government had been 
complied with. When disturbances on the Sikhim Frontier led to the 
invasion of that country in 18G1, and the Raja of Sikhim made a treaty 
of amity with us and threw his country open to free intercourse with 
British subjects, the Government of Bootan endeavoured to fasten a 
quarrel on to that country by declaring that the Fallacottah revenue 
had been attached on account of the misconduct of the Sikhimesc, and 
threatened the Raja with the consequences. Early in January 1861 
the Bootan Frontier Officer at Gopalgunge sent over men who stole a 
valuable elephant belonging to Mr. Pync, the Manager of Messrs. Dear 
and Co. at Sillagoorec. On Mr. Dyne's tracing the elephant, and find- 
ing it to be in the Gopalgunge stockage, he asked the Booteah Officer 
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to send it to him. The man acknowledged having it, but refused to 
deliver it up till he received a present of Rupees 300, a telescope, and a 
gun. A few months before the same man had stolen from the same 
neighbourhood another elephant belonging to a Native gentleman and a 
favorite pony belonging to a Mr. Proby. The Agent to the Governor 
General made a further demand in April 1861 for the surrender of British 
subjects and residents of Cooch Behar captive in Bootan, and for the 
release of Mr. Pyne's elephant. In reply he received a letter the 
authenticity of which he doubted at the time, but which during my late 
visit to Bootan I found to have been really written by the Deb : in 
this the Deb had the insolence to declare that the elephant belonged 
to Bootan, and added “ if you are in need of the elephant give 
“ cash Rupees 300 with gun and telescope, and you shall have it.” 
It is clear from this letter that not only are these outrages on 
British Territory committed by Booteah officials, but that the highest 
Authority screens them, probably participating in the plunder. Major 
Hopkinson, the Governor General's Agent in the North-East Frontier, 
urged that his letter to which the Deb's was a reply had been intended 
as a final demand for redress previous to proceeding to take material 
guarantees for obtaining it. The letter having failed in obtaining any 
redress, the Agent saw no course open except the 

Renewed Proposal to enforcement of our demands by commencing with 
occupy Bengal Dooars. & 

the occupation ol the Jclpaish district, or, by pre- 
ference, of Darlingcote and Zumercotc. He considered that by this 
course we should inflict punishment on the • Officers who had chiefly 
offended against us. In September 1861 the Agent reported another 
serious outrage committed on Cooch Bcliar subjects, certain Booteahs 
of Banska Dooar having carried off four elephants and four mahouts ; 
the men and elephants were released by one of the Raja's Jemadars ; 
the Raja of Cooch Behar took that opportunity of submitting a list of 
no less than seventeen elephants, belonging to residents of his district, 
which had from time to time been carried off by the Bootancse. 

20. Shortly after this the Darlingcote Jungpcn wrote to the 

Bootaneae Proposal to Superintendent of Darjeeling and told him that, 
treat. having represented to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas 

the circumstances which had led to the attachment of the Fallacottah 
Estate, he had received instructions to meet the Superintendent and 
make inquiries regarding the offenders, and asked the Superintendent 
to appoint a place of interview. The propriety of complying with this 
application was referred to the Governor General's Agent. Major 
Ilopkinson, however, saw little hope of any satisfactory result from the 
interview ; he considered that ample infirm a tion regarding the 
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offenders had been furnished to the Government of Bootan, but that 
“ instead of affording us redress or satisfaction, the only way in which 
“they have ever condescended to notice our demands has been by 
“ answers always evasive and sometimes insolent In regard to the 
proposal to negociatc with the Darlingcote Jungpcn, he said :* — “ In 
“ reply to the second question, I would submit my very strong 
“ d oubt °f the ^ e xpediency of allowing the t)arlingcote^’BouT)ah an 
“ interview with Dr. Campbell, so far as such an interview could be 
et held to imply the recognition of the right of the Darlingcote Soubah 
“ to discuss Bootan affairs, and to act as the representative of the 
“ Bootan Government. The Darlingcote Soubah is simply a Second 
“ Class Deputy Commissioner under the orders of the Paro Pillo, or 
“ Commissioner for the Western Districts of Bootan, who is altogether 
“inferior in position, power, and influence to the Tongso Pillo, or 
“ Commissioner for the Eastern Districts. The Darlingcote Soubah is 
“ only one of six deputies, and has no control over those of his brother 
“ Soubahs, as of Banska, or Bhulka, or Cherrung, against whom we 
“ have the greatest cause of complaint. With one of these Soubahs 
“ the Darlingcote Raja is said to be even now at feud, and thus our 
“ connecting ourselves with him might provoke instead of prevent 
“ attacks on our Frontier. 

“ Looking to the Darlingcote Soubah's position there is a certain 
“ impertinence, I think, in the tenor of his letter to Dr. Campbell, but 
“ it is easily conceivable why he puts himself forward so prominently in 
“ the matter, since, though the rent of the Ambarec Fallacottali is 
“ assumed to be withheld from the Bootan Government, it is probably 
“ the Darlingcote Soubah, through whom it is remitted, who really loses 
“ it, or the greater part of it. 

“ No doubt, besides the pecuniary consideration, there are other 
“ inducements nearly as valuable to make the Darlingcote Soubah 
“ desirous of establishing relations between himself and the IJritish 
“ Government. If he could pretend with some face to be the confidant 
“ of the British Government, and the exponent of their sentiments to 
“ the Bootan Authorities, there is no saying how far the pretension 
“ might not carry him ; the appearance of our good will and confidence 
“ would be also very useful to him in his present quarrel with the 
“ Gopalgunge ltaja, in which, I hear, one of his men was lately 
killed. 

“ I should not expect much advantage in dealing with the Dar- 
“ lingcotc Soubah even were he the accredited Agent of the Deb and 

* Letter No. 79, <y* 19tli November 1 8G1, paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 0, and 7. 
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<( Dliurma Rajas, because all experience of Tartar Courts shows the 
t( futility of ncgociating with agents instead of with principals. 

rt The best feature in the Darlingcotc Soubah's communication is, 
u I think, the evidence it affords of his anxiety for a resumption of cash 
“ payments of the Ambarce Fallacottah rents. It is quite evident that, 
“ to make them sure, lie would do his best to keep on good terms with 
“ us and give us no grounds of offence, and from this gprcumstance, as 
“ well as from the result of the course taken in regard to the Assam 
“ Dooars, we may conclude that, if we were to take possession of the 
“ Bengal Dooars and promise an allowance for them to the Bootan 
“ Authorities, the Soubahs would be kept on their best behaviour by 
“ the fear of payment being withheld.” 

21. At the same time Major Ilopkinson addressed another letter to 
the Government of Bengal, in which he stated the 
Mi8B°ion Sal t0 Send a position of affairs with Bootan in the following 
words* : — “ I am myself inclined to think that it 
“ is almost unreasonable to expect any satisfaction from the Deb Raja, 
(< and that though, for some purposes, it may be a useful fiction to 
“ assume that we are in correspondence with him and nothing else, 
“ nothing short of our having a European functionary permanently 
“ stationed at the Court of the Deb could give assurance of our com- 
“ munieations reaching him. 

“ The Fillos arc supposed to divide the Government of Bootan 
“ between them, and in most instances, probably dispose themselves, in 
“ the name of the Deb Raja, of such of the references made by us to 
“ that Authority as fall into their hands. 

“ But this is not all, for as the Pillos usurp the authority of the Deb 
“ so in turn their authority is encroached upon by the Zimpoons or 
€t Soubahs ; as was long ago observed, ‘ it is in the power of the Fron- 
“ tier Officers not only to intercept any communication which might 
“ be addressed to the Deb Raja complaining of their conduct, but so 
“ to misrepresent the circumstances that had actually occurred as to 
“ make that appear an aggression against their Government which was 
“ really an injury to ours/ Our communications with the Bootan 
tc Government are transmitted either through the Dcwangari Raja, or 
“ else the Banska Dooar Soubah, and I suspect that it is no unusual 
tr occurrence for these functionaries to open our letters, and answer 
“ them themselves in the name of the Deb Raja. 

“ If the Government arc still reluctant to enter upon the occupation 
“ of the Bengal Dooars, beginning with Jelpaisli, as provided in the 

# Letter No. 70i, dated 12tli Novombor 1801, para^fchs 4, 6, 0, 7, and 8. 
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“ Despatch of the Government of India, No. 1603 of the 11th April 
“ 1857, to which I referred in my letter No. 60 of the 21st August, and 
“ desire that the Boo tan Government should have yet another oppor- 
“ tunity of making reparation for past offences, and establishing their 
“ friendly relations with us on a securer basis than they are at present, 
“ it might be well to consider whether it could be afforded in any more 
“ satisfactory or certain way than by the deputation of a Mission to the 
“ Deb and Dhurma Rajas at Tassisudon. 

“ It must be remembered that nothing could exceed the distinction, 
“ and marked respect and attention to all its wants, with which Captain 
“ Pemberton's Mission was everywhere received, and which were 
“ continued during the entire period of its stay in Bootan ; and 1 see 
“ no reason to suppose that a similar Mission would meet with a 
“different reception now, while, if successful, it might terminate in the 
“ establishment of a permanent Agent at the Bootan Court, and such 
“ an Agency would be* the best instrument for paving the way for 
“ friendly intercourse with Lassa." 

In forwarding this letter* to the Government of Tiulia, the 
Lieutenant-Governor observed that “ some course of action of a decided 
“character musf.be taken. Of the two couises suggested by Major 
“ Hopkinson, namely, the occupation of a portion of the Bootan esc Terri- 
“ tory, or the sending of a Mission to Bootan, and constituting a per- 
“ manent Agency at the Court of the Deb Raja, the latter seems to the 
“ Lieutenant-Governor the more advisable. Indeed in the state of 
“ things represented by tbe Agent, unless it were resolved to treat the 
“ central Bootan Government as non-existent, he does not see that any 
“ other course would be of permanent advantage. 

“ It docs not seem to the Lieutenant-Governor that the Governor 
“ General's permanent Agent in Bootan should be necessarily a 
“ European, if a permanent European Agent be objected to. A Native 
“ Vakeel by whose agency tlie actual transmission to the ruling power 
“ of the representations made by the British Government could be 
“ secured would be of great service. 

“ With reference to tlie Darlingeote Soubah's application for an 
“ interview with the Superintendent of Daijeeling, referred to in the 
“ third paragraph of Major Hopkinson's letter of the 1 9th ultimo, 
“ Dr. Campbell has been instructed to recommend the Soubali to address 
“ the Governor General's Agent on political matters." Lord Canning;' s 
general concurrence in this view was communicated to the Bengal 
Government in Colonel Durand's letter No. 55, dated 23rd of January 


* Letter No. 18o, dfeed 11th December 1801, paragraphs 4, 6, and 6. 
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1862 : — “ His Excellency in Council desires me to state that it is very 

Government determine “ expedient that a Mission should be sent to Boo- 
to send a Mission 
Bootan. 


to 


“ tan to explain what our demands are, and what 
“ we shall do if they are not conceded, and to 
tc make our engagement with Sikhim clearly understood by the Boo- 
“ teahs. But His Excellency in Council is doubtful as to placing an 
“ Agent in Bootan, and it will be better to leave this question to be 
“ decided after the result of the Mission is known. Captain Hopkinson 
“ should be required to state what arrangements he will consider neces- 
u sary for the security of the Mission.” 

But whilst this correspondence regarding the deputation of a Mission 
to Bootan was still going on, the Governor Gene- 
Fresh Outrages. ra p s ^g Cnt reported further Bootcah outrages. 

A number of Bootanese of Bhulka Dooar, headed by the Bootan Fron- 
tier official in person, carried off two women and four men from Cooch 
Behar, plundering a large amount of property ; the Baja sent a few 


Sepoys after the marauders, but the Booteahs fired arrows q,t them and 
wounded one man. The Baja of Sidlce was also reported at the same 
time to have been guilty of several acts of oppression. He in one case 
carried off eighteen buffaloes belonging to a man named Birnarain, and 
when asked by the Deputy Commissioner to restore them, he insolently 
replied that they had strayed and damaged crops, and he had therefore 
sold ten of them and the remaining eight had died. Another outrage 
reported on the same occasion was the kidnapping of eight British sub- 
jects by a Bootcah official named Jawlea. Here, then, were three gross 
outrages committed m one single month on various parts of the Fron- 
tier, any one of which if taken alone was sufficient to constitute a casus 
belli on satisfaction or reparation being refused. On the 3rd of January 
1862 the Bootanese, on the pretence that it was through the misconduct 
of the Sikhimcse that they had lost Fallacottah, sent sixty armed men 
who were said to be acting under the orders of the Darlingcote Jungpen 
into Sikhim ; they seized and carried off thirteen men and women, sub- 
jects of Sikhim, and cattle of the value of Bupces 495. The men and 
women were believed to be sold into slavery. In the following month 
the Agent to the Governor General reported further aggressions. About 
fifty or sixty armed Booteahs forcibly entered the house of Peda Doss 
of Maudlins Bhoosa at night, plundered his property, and wounded him. 
Again four Sepoys and a Havildar of Cooch Behar were attacked and 
wounded by about 400 Booteahs, and one man, named Ishwarec Pandy, 
was carried away. The Cooch Behar Raja, hearing that the Booteahs 
had arranged to offer up the Sepoy a sacrifice to their god Mahakul, 
sent a few Sepoys to release him ; he was traced to the house of the 
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Booteah Frontier Officer, whose men fired on the advancing party/ The 
fire being returned and some of the Booteahs being wounded, the 
Booteahs, according to their usual practice, threw away their arms and 
fled. Ishwaree was found in irons, and released. The Cooch Behar Raja 
complained that owing to the aggressive conduct of the Bootanese the 
Talooks of Cooch Behar adjoining Bootan would “ probably be soon 
(t deserted/' and he claimed British protection under the Treaty of 1773. 
It was determined to send two Companies of Infantry to protect him, 
but as the rains were approaching, and no further incursions were expected 
at that time of the year, the Cooch Behar Raja ultimately came 
to the conclusion that there was no necessity to send these men into 
. „ _ his Territory. But though the Cooch Behar Fron- 

Darjeeling threatened. .* 

tier was quiet, the Frontier of Rungpore and Dar- 
jeeling was very much the reverse. Information was received from 
four distinct sources of an intended attack on Darjeeling. Insolent 
demands for the \mbarce revenue were made by the Darlingcote Jung- 
pen, and a considerable force of Booteahs was marched to the Rungpore 
Frontier, and simultaneously arrangements w r ere made for crossing the 
Teesta for #he purpose of attacking Darjeeling. 
Troops moved up to , Two Companies of H. M/s 38th Regiment and a 
Wing of the 10th Native Infantry were moved up 
to the Frontier, and outposts were pushed forward from the Regiment 
at Julpigooree. The result of this was that the Bootanese immediately 
returned to their homes. The Moinagooree Jungpen wrote to the 
Deputy Magistrate of Julpigooree, asking him to meet him, as he wished 
to give up for punishment certain British subjects who had been taken 
prisoners by him in consequence of their making war against Bootan. 
It turned out that three of these men were carried off when employed 
in grazing their cattle ; the fourth was a merchant who had to pass 
along the Frontier whilst going from one place to another in British 
Territory. The Soubah had clearly no intention of giving the men up ; 
he endeavoured to make a bargain by them for the surrender of an 
enemy of his, who, he declared, had taken refuge in our Territory, and 
eventually retained them and went off to his Fort : these men are still 
prisoners in Bootan. The Soubah also admitted having in his posses- 
sion elephants belonging to British subjects. The 
Description of DooarB. D e p U ty Magistrate penetrated a short way across 

the Bootan Frontier, and thus describes the state of the Dooars :* — 
« One day I penetrated into the interior a distance of about ten miles ; 
“ the country was perfectly desolate. I passed through some villages 


* Letter No. 38, dated 14th March lfless, paragraphs 3, 4, and o. 
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“ wh%rc there was not a soul to be seen ; they had seemingly been 
“ deserted some months previously. The domestic fowls left by the 
“ inhabitants had become wild ; some were perched on the choppers* 
“ of the huts and flew away at my approach, and others feeding in the 
“ deserted court-yard ran cackling into the huts for shelter. In one 
“ busteef I saw two men and a woman with a child ; they all seemed to 
“ be starving { they occupied two or three miserable huts, and told me 
“ that the inhabitants had mostly all fled, about three months ago, at 
“ the approach of the Bootanesc soldiers who had come to levy some 
“ extraordinary tax in kind. The people fled with their goods and chat- 
ce tels ; some were seized and decapitated, others impressed as coolies or 
“ labourers and taken away to the Hills, and the rest escaped as they 
“ best could into the jungles. The two men who told me of all this 
“ said they had been spared in consequence of their extreme poverty, 
“ and they had moreover been ordered to remain in the deserted vil- 
“ lage to guard a clump of a few bctelnut trees about a quarter of a 
“ mile distant. These poor people were picking the stray grains of rice 
ie out of a heap of husks when I rode up to them (about 2 p. m.) ; they 
“had been at this work since the# morning, and had each collected 
“ about u handful. 1 asked them if they had nothing else ; they 
“ said f no / they supported themselves by collecting alms from the 
“ market people at a hat some five miles away, which was held every 
“ third day ; but even this resource had failed them, as the hat had been 
“ for some cause or other interrupted. I gave them a trifle, and went 
“ away. 

“ 1 observed that the people on the Bootan side of the border, as 
“ far as 1 penetrated into the interior, were all Bcngallecs ; there were 
“ both Hindoos and Mahontedans ; the former divided into various 
“castes, the lowest of which was the Mach ; but they were all in every 
“ respect totally distinct from tlic Bootanesc, and assimilated closely 
“ to, if they were not indeed identical with, the various castes on our 
“ side and in Oooeh Behar. The language they spoke was Bengallee, 
“ the idiom being even th^samc as that prevalent in the neighbourhood 
“ of Julpigooree, Patgong, &c. I must in this however except the 
“ Mcch caste, who speak a rough coarse sort of Bengallee peculiar to 
“ themselves. 

“ The soil is said to be very productive, but there is not a thousandth 
“ part of the land under cultivation : it is overrun witli jungle. Vast 
“ tracts arc covered with wild cardamura, growing dense and high, so 
“ high as to overtop me standing in the liowdah ; these tracts are the 
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“ haunts of the rhinoceros, of which there must have been hu^reds, 
€t as indicated by the numerous fresh foot-prints of these beasts in the 
rich, dark, loamy soil. There were numerous streams meandering 
“ silently through these enormous tracts of luxuriant jungle. Here and 
“ there fire had passed through it and cleared it thoroughly of every - 
“ thing ; there was hardly a bird to be seen, and for the time it was 
tc the very picture of desolation; its tenants, the wild beasts, (rhino- 
u ceroscs, tigers, hogs, deer, bears, &c.,) had all taken flight. This shows 
“ how easily the land might be cleared and reclaimed. There were also 
“ some tracts of forest-jungle with an undergrowth of long grass, 
u which only required a little fire to disclose the rich soil it had 
“ usurped. What splendid cotton land might not be found in all that 
“ deserted waste ! A few thousand ploughmen would very soon reclaim 
“ every culturable acre of it.” The Deputy Magistrate gives the 
following brief statement of the result of his negociations with the 
Soubah* : — “ The Soubah has by his own showing four British sub- 
ejects in confinement, whom he accuses of having made war against 
“ him. lie offered to hand over these men to me, with proofs of their 
“ guilt, if I would grant him* an interview. I proceeded to the 
“ border and gran him the interview, but lie neither delivered up the 
“ men, nor did he furnish a tittle of evidence against them ; on the 
te contrary, he requested rue to seize a lot of other men, on a similar 
<£ accusation, against whom there was no evidence, and he now reiterates 
“ that request, and wishes me, moreover, to punish them in anticipation 
“ of his furnishing evidence of their guilt. The men he has in coufinc- 
tf incut may or may not be guilty of the offence imputed to them, and 
“ 1 fear that I was invited to the interview by the Soubah under the 
“ chance of my being prevailed upon to seize and summarily punish, 
“ under his bare accusation (or that of his Mookec), all the other men 
t( named in the list, and that he had in reality no intention of delivcr- 
“ ing up his prisoners These four unfortunates, if they have not 
“ been already put to death, are, I fear, doomed. I do not believe the 
“ Soubah ever dreamt of giving them up^as he never alludes to them 
“ now, although in every letter 1 have written to him I have demanded 
€C them of him and assured him of my desire to have them punished 
“ severely in the event of their guilt being established. I have done 
“ all I could in the way of persuasion without avail. I have exhausted 
“ every effort to induce the Soubah* to listen to reason , but I find that 
“ he is not a whit better than his predecessors, and, under the evil 
ct influence of his Mookec, 1 am led to expect that ho will prove a very 


* Letter No. 16, dal od 21th March 1862, pniagraph 3. 
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“ troublesome neighbour. I do not fear that he will attempt to invade 
“ our Territory, but I fear cattle and elephant stealing and dacoities 
t€ will increase on our side of the border. I await further instructions/' 
22. At the very time that these outrages were almost daily being 
committed on the Frontier, an Officer of some 
Offlcere^Gow^at?? 01 ^ ran ^ was deputed by the Deb Raja to receive the 
rent of the Assam Dooars. This man, who had 
on several occasions been sent to Gowliatty by the Bootancse without 
any satisfactory result, was the bearer of letters saying that the 10,000 
Rupees paid as composition money was insufficient to cover the cost of 
the religious ceremonies to which it was devoted, and a further sum of 
Rupees 2,000 or 3,000 was therefore asked for ; the Deb added, “ our 
“ people have never given you such troubles as I hear the Abors and 
“ other Ilill tribes have given, and for the future peaceful conduct of 
“ our men, if you want an agreement from us, the Durpun Raja, being 
“ my Deputy, shall execute that business fof me/' The Bootancse 
Envoy had the effrontery to declare that our complaints had never 
reached the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, but that what went on on the 
Frontiers was concealed from the ltajas, though he docs not appear to 
have gone so far as to declare the replies sentry the Rajas to be 
forgeries. The Agent communicated to him the intention of Govern- 
ment to depute an Envoy to Bootan, and “ he seemed to like the idea, 
“ and volunteered to make the Mission comfortable if they came; that 
“ he would come and meet them, bringing all sorts of provisions with 
“ him, and treat them as well as we had treated him/' The Agent, 
having been directed to report what arrangements would be necessary 
for the proposed Mission, suggested that the intention of Government 
should be formally announced, that it should be ready to leave Assam 
by the 15th of November, and that the Escort should consist of thirty 
to fifty men. 

23. In July 1862 a messenger, named Mokundo Sing, was dis- 
patched from Assam to the Court of the Rajas 

Messenger dispatched 0 f JW>tan with letters announcing the intention 
to the Durbar. ]■ 

of tne Governor General to send an Envoy “to 

“ confer with them regarding such matters as require explanation and 
“ settlement" between the Government of India and themselves, asking 
them to say by what route the Mission should enter the country, and 
requesting them to issue the necessary orders for the proper reception 
of the Envoy on his way to their Court, and to depute Officers of 
proper rank to accompany him and see that his wants were attended 
to. On the 11th October 1862 the Lieutenant-Goyernor, in conse- 
quence of the delay in the return of the messenger, suggested to the 
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Government of India that “the Mission should be organized on a scale 
“ calculated to impress the Court with the importance which the 
“ British Government attaches to the establishment of clear and 
“ decisive relations with the Government of Bootan, and the adoption 
“ of some means whereby the present unsatisfactory state of affairs 
“ on the Frontier may be put a stop to, and that the mutual rendition 
“ of persons charged with the commission of heinous crimes may be 
“secured.”* “The Mission should, in the Lieutenant- Governor*® 
“ opinion, proceed from Darjeeling across the Teesta into Bootan, 
“ and march direct by the best and shortest route to Tassisudon, or 
“ to Panukka, if the Court has not left its winter quarters by the time 
“ that the Mission arrives there. There arc political considerations 
“ which make this route preferable to the one followed by either Turner 
“or Pemberton, and the Mission, by organizing its own means of 
“ transport on the Hills, would be entirely independent of the 
“ Bootanese Authorities. Previous Missions have been exposed to 
“ great delay from the difficulties of obtaining carriage-transport 
“ thrown in their way by the Frontier Officers of Bootan. In return- 
“ ing, the Mission might take either the same road or any other 
“ that may appear preferable. A special messenger should, as soon as 
“possible, be dispatched from Darjeeling bearing letters to the Deb 
“ and Dhurrna Rajas from the Viceroy and Governor General, as in 
“ 1837, announcing the appointment of the Envoy by name, and 
“ mentioning the route by which he will go, and the probable date 
“ of his departure from Darjeeling, which should not be later than the 
“ 25th December. The Envoy should, of course, be furnished with 
“ formal credentials, and should take with him handsome and suitable 
“ presents for the Deb and Dhurrna Bajas and the principal Officers of 
“ the Court.” The Government of Tndia were, however, of opinion, 
that the selection of a route having been left to the Bootanese, some 
inconvenience might arise if their reply was anticipated, and a route 
chosen of which they might not approve, and it was therefore thought 
better to await the return of the messenger.* 

21. On the 26th November the Lieutenant- Govern oj again 
addressed the Government of India, pointing out that, though a messenger 
had been dispatched with letters five months before, nothing had been 
heard of him since he left Cherrung, and it appeared to llis Honor 
that the time had arrived for further action. The Lieutenant-Governor 
had received an undertaking from Chccboo Lama to send a letter to 
Poonakh and procure a reply in twenty-four days, and he thought that 


* Letter No. 2104, dated 11th October 1862, paragraphs 6 and 7. 
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the offer should be accepted. His Honor considered* that it was a 
“ mistake to address a Government constituted like that of Bootan iu 
“ hesitating and uncertain terms. His Honor would leave to that 
“ Government nothing beyond the choice of receiving or refusing to 
“ receive the Mission. The point from which the country is to be 
“ entered, and the route which it should take, should be decided by the 
“ Government of India with reference to its own convenience.” It was 
added : — 

“ For the reasons stated iu my letter No. 2104, dated the 1 1th 
“ October last, and because the Lieutenant-Governor is satisfied that, 
“judging from the past, the only chance of success which the Mission 
“ will have is in its absolute independence of the Bootan Authorities 
“ for the supply of carriage, llis Honor thinks the route via Darjeeling 
“ and Darlingcote should be determined on. 

“ As the cold season is advancing, and as it is desirable that the 
“ Mission should return before the setting iri of the rainy season, no 
“ time should, 1 am to observe, be lost in dispatching the second letter 
“ to the Bootan Government, it that course should be approved by the 
“ Governor General in Council; and, pending the receipt of a reply, 
“ all preparations for the Expedition should be, made so that the 
“ Mission may start as soon as a reply is received.'” 

In the beginning of December Mokundo Sing returned ; he had 
been delayed on his journey by the Frontier Officers. He seems to 
have reached Poonakh from Cherrung in seven marches; all his wants were 
supplied whilst at Poonakh, but otherwise his reception was not very 
friendly. Mokundo Sing brought back a letter from the Deb Raja which 
was as usual evasive and contradictory. In the first part of the letter 

he said, “you ask for an interview; that is 

Eeply of Bootan “ good ; I want to speak to you about the Dooars ” 
Government. * 

but further on, he said, — after acknowledging that 
he had received constant complaints from us of the misconduct of the 
Booteahs on the border , — “ with regard to the quaqjels of the 
“ Frontier Authorities, they are not important enough to be heard by 
“ the Dhurma Raja, and if your Sahibs do the same, the East India 
“ Company also should not listen to them either,” which shows how 
little the higher Authorities in Bootan care for the breaches of treaty 
committed by their subordinates. The Deb Raja concluded by saying, 
“ you want an interview, but now it would be attended with much 
“ trouble owing to the cold, and bad state of the roads ; moreover, 
“ the Dhurma Raja does not w ish such an interview. If you want to 


* Letter # Nc^2C07, dated 20th November 1862, paragraphs 6, 6, and 7, 
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“ come for the settlement of any quarrel, I have not informed the 
ff Dliurma that such is the case. I had minded to send Zinkaffs to you, 

“ with your men, for the adjustment of quarrel, but on account of the heat 
“ I cannot do so now. Afterwards, in the month of Magh, I shall send 
“ over two or three Zinkaffs to you, who will settle disputes according 
“ to our order." The Lieutenant-Governor strongly recommended that, 
instead of waiting for these Zinkaffs, the Mission should be dispatched 
as proposed, as being the only way in which the disputes between the 
two Governments could be satisfactorily settled, or their future 
relations adjusted. The Government of India, however, thought that, 
considering the advanced state of the cold season, and the fact of the 
Bootan Government having been asked to select a route for the 
Mission, it was better to wait and hear what the promised Zinkaffs 
had to say. No Zinkaffs ever came, however, and Officers of the 
usual rank even Tferc not sent for the Assam Dooar compensation money, 
or with letters from th# Deb and Dliurma Rajas ; mere Zinkaffs, or 
common messengers, came for this purpose from the Tongso Penlow. 
The conduct of the Bootanese in sending a most evasive reply to the 
letter of the Agent to the Governor General, and in not sending the 
promised messengers, warranted the British Government, in the opinion 
of His Excellency the Governor General, in taking such measures a^it 
might deem necessary for putting its relations with Bootan on a more 
satisfactory footing, and in dispatching a Mission by the most conve- 
nient route. His Excellency was accordingly pleased to select me as 
Envoy. I was directed to hold myself in 
Appointment of Envoy. rea( ii Iiesg to proceed to the Court of the Deb and 

Dliurma Rajas in the ensuing cold season, and the Bengal Gov^nment 
was instructed to make arrangements for the dispatch of letters, in tho 
name of the Lieutonant-Governor, to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas by 
the earliest opportunity, to prepare them for the reception of an Envoy 
from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General. , The instruc- 
tions of thq^overnor General were communicated to me in Colonel 
Durand’s letter No. 493, dated the 11th August 
Instructions. 1863, and it will perhaps be convenient to 

transcribe them here at length : — 

“ Outrages, extending over a series of years, which have been com- 
“ mitted by subjects of the Bootan Government within British Territory 
“ and the Territories of the Rajas of Cooqh Bcliar and Sikhim, have 
“ rendered it necessary that measures should be taken to revise and ira- 
“ prove the relations existing between the British Government and 
€t Bootan. For this purpose His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor 
(( General has determined, in the ensuing cold weaker, to send a special 

G 
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" Mission to the Bootan Court, and has appointed you to conduct the 
“ Mission. Credentials and suitable presents for the Deb and Dhurma 
“ Rajas will be furnished when the arrangements for the organization of 
“ the Mission are further advanced. In the mean time, you will receive 
“ from the Bengal Government copies of all the correspondence 
“ regarding the outrages committed by the Bootcahs, with which you 
“ will make yourself familiar. The Bengal Government will also fur- 
fe nish you with all information in their possession regarding the 
“ country of Bootan, and of a general kind which may be useful to 
“you in the prosecution of the Mission. In your ncgociations for 
“ accomplishing the special objects of the Mission you will be guided 
“ by the following general instructions, full discretion being left to you 
“ in matters of detail. 

“ 2. Your first duty will be to explain clearly and distinctly, 
“ but in a friendly and conciliatory spirit, to the Bo#tan Government, 
“ the circumstances which rendered it necessafy for the British Govern- 
“ ment to occupy Ambarce Fallacottali and to withhold its revenues. 
“ You will explain that the Government has no intention of occupying 
“that Territory longer than the Bootan Government, by refusing com- 
“ pliance with its just demands, renders such occupation necessary. 
“ This explanation will be accompanied by a demand for the surrender 

all captives, and the restoration of all property carried off from 
“ British Territory or the Territories of the Rajas of Sikhim and 
“ Gooch Behar and now detained in Bootan, of which, in communi- 
“ cation with the Bengal Government, you will make as accurate a 
“ list as possible. 

“ 3. Unless these demands be fully complied with, the British 
“ Govmument will not relinquish possession of Ambaree Fallacottah. 
“ But if the Bootan Government manifest a desire to do substantial 
“ justice, you will inform the Deb and Dhurma R#jas that, while rctain- 
“ ing the management of the district, the British Government will pay 
“ an annual sum of Rupees 2,000, or such sum as be equal to 
“ one-third of the net revenues, in the same manner as is done with 
“ the Assam Dooars, on condition of the Bootan Government restrain- 
“ ing its subjects from future aggressions on British Territory or States 
“ under the protection, of the British Government, and of their giving 
“ prompt redress for injuries which may be indicted on the British 
“ Government in defiance of their commands. 

“ 4. From the correspondence which will be furnished to you by 
“ the Bengal Government, you will perceive that the Bootanese 
“ Authorities complain of aggressions on the part of British subjects 
“ and the inhabitants of Cooch Behar. You will request the Deb and 
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“ Phurma Rajas to furnish you with details of the specific acts of 
<< aggression complained of, and with reasonable proof of their com- 
u mission, and you will offer to inquire into these cases if the Bootan 
“ Government wish it, and to give such redress as the circumstances of 
“ the case may call for. 

€f 5. You will next proceed to endeavour to effect some satisfac- 
“ tory arrangement for the rendition of criminals, by the British and 
“ Bo^gn Governments respectively, who may liereaftor be guilty of 
“ criiros within the Territories of either Government. On this point 
“ your negociations will have to be conducted with the greatest care. 
tc You must bear in mind that from the inequality of the state of 
“ civilization, and the administration of justice, in the British posses- 
“ sions and in Bootan, there can be no system of strict reciprocity 
“ between the two Governments. There arc no securities for fair and 
u impartial trial in Bootan, such as exist under British laws. More- 
<e over, while the procedure of the British Government in the rendition 
“ of criminals is limited and defined by Act VII. of 1854, the laws 
u of Bootan probably impose no restrictions upon the executive 
u Authority in that country. 

“ 6, The crimes for which it will be proper to arrange for the 
u surrender of offenders are those specified in Act VII. of 1854. The 
“ British Government will be quite prepared to surrender, under the 
“ provisions of that Act, Bootanese subjects who may take refuge in 
“ the British dominions, provided the Bootan Government will surren- 
“ der British refugee criminals on the submission to the Bootan 
“ Government of such evidence of their guilt as may be satisfactory to 
“ the local Courts of the district in which the offence was committed. 
“ It would be well, also, if you could prevail on the Bootan Govern- 
“ ment to surrender for trial by British Courts any of their subjects 
“ who may commit within Britisli Territories any of the heinous 
“ offences specified in Act VII. of 1854. On this point you may meet 
“ with mucli^ difficulty and opposition. But the Viceroy and Governor 
“ General is not without hope that, by judicious negociation and expla- 
“ nation of the just and impartial principles which regulate the 
€t proceedings of British Courts, objections to the surrender of such* 
“ offenders may be overcome. The British Government will have 
“ reason to congratulate you if such a provision can be secured. 

ff 7. With regard to the Raja of Sikhim, you will perceive that 
“ by Article XVII. of the Treaty of 1801, of which a ^ppy is herewith 
“ forwarded to you, the Raja engages to abstain from any acts of 
“ aggression or hostility against any of the neighbouring States which 
“ are Allies of the British Government, and to refer all disputes or 
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“ questions with such States to the arbitration of the British Govcrn- 
“ inent. The Raja of Cooch Behar is by his engagement subject to 
“ the British Government, and as such is restrained from acts of 
“ aggression or retaliation without the consent of the British Govern- 
“ nient. You will fully explain to the Bootan Government the posi- 
“ tion in which these two protected and dependent States are placed ; 
“ that any aggressions on these States will be considered by the British 
“ Government as unfriendly acts on the part of the Bootanc^: and 
“ that it will be proper for tlio Bootan Government to refer to the 
“ British Government any questions or disputes with these States, 
“ which the British Government will always settle in such manner as 
“ justice may require. 

“ 8. llis Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General has doubts 
“ of the propriety of placing an Agent, more especially a Native 
“ Agent, of the British Government in Bootan. This question can 
“ best be decided after the result of the Mission is known. But you 
“ will arrange with the Bootan Government for permission to the 
“ British Government to appoint an Agent hereafter if it should sec 
“ fit, aud also to depute from time to time a Mission to the Bootan 
“ Government to deal with that Government directly regarding any 
“ question that may be pending. 

“ 9. You will further endeavour to secure free commerce between 
(i the subjects of the British aud Bootan Governments, and protection 
u to travellers and merchants. But negoeiations on this subject must 
(t be kept in entire subordination to the main political objects of the 
“ Mission as above described, and you will abstain from pressing them 
if you find that they will interfere with, or hinder you from securing, 
“ the main objects for which you arc deputed to the Bootan Court. 

“ 10. It will be the duty of the Mission to obtain all the 
“information available respecting the nature, population, and re- 
“ sources of the country which it will traverse. To assist you in 
“this, one or more Officers with special scientific attainments, or 
“ otherwise duly qualified, will be attached to the Mission in subordina- 
“ tion to you. Full instructions regarding tho constitution of the Mis- 
*“ sion and its Escort have been transmitted to the Bengal Government. 
“ Your reports, and any letters wliich you may have occasion to write 
“ after the Mission has started, will be addressed direct to the Secretary 
“ to tho Govornmont of India with His Excellency the Viceroy and 
“ Governor General. 

“ 11 . Y'ou w ill endeavour to secure the record of the results of your 
“ Mission in the form of a Treaty. A draft of such a Treaty as His 
“ Excellency tho Viceroy and Governor General would desire you to 
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u negociate is enclosed. In the main principles you will be limited by the 
“ instructions contained in this letter, but in all minor matters of detail 
“ you will be guided by our own discretion and judgment and a regard 
u for the interests of the British Government. On the success with 
u which you may conduct these negociations to a conclusion will depend 
cc the credit which will attach to you, and the degroe in which your ser- 
“ vices on this Mission will be appreciated by the British Government.” 

A copy of the draft Treaty will be found in the Appendix to 
Draft Treaty. this Report. 

Further instructions were conveyed to me in Colonol Durand's letter 
No. 643, dated the 25th September, viz . : — 

“In continuation of my letter No. 493, dated 11th August, I am 
“ directed by His Excellency the Viceroy and 
MisSon itUti0n ° f ^ “ Governor General to communicato to you the 

“ following additional instructions for your guidance 
“ in the Mission on whieli you are to be deputed to Bootan. 

“The Ilon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has been 
“ requested to make the necessary arrangements for an Escort for the 
“ Mission, and on all matters relating to tho Escort you should com- 
“ niunicate with him. It will be the duty of the Officer who commands 
“ the Escort, and who will be selected hereafter by His Excellency tho 
“ Viceroy, in addition to his duties as Commandant, to make rough 
“ sketches and surveys of the route which the Mission will follow, to 
“ report on its practicability for Troops, and to take notes of any fortified 
“ posts which the Mission may pass. 

“ Ilis Excellency has selected Dr. Simpson to be the Medical Officer 
“ attached to the Mission. It will bo his duty, besides giving medical 
“ advice to yourself and the Escort, to assist you in obtaining inform a- 
“ tion as to the naturo, population, and resources of the country, and he 
“ will report generally on its natural productions, and on matters of 
“ scientific interest. 

“ A sum of Rupees 10,000 will bo placed at your disposal for the 
“ purchase of such presents for tho Deb and Dluirina Rajas, and the officials 
“ of the Bootan Court, as you may deem to be most suitable. You will, 
“ however, furnish to this Office a list of the articles which you may pur- 
“ chase for presentation. On arrival at tho Court of Bootan you will 
“ present to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas the credentials with which you 
"have already been furnished, and deliver the accompanying letters, 
“ together with the gifts on the part of His Excellency the Viceroy and 
“ Governor General, after which you wil proceed to endeavour to carry 
“ out the important political measures for tho accomplishment t>f which 
“ you are deputed. 
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" The demands of the British Government, as contained in the draft 
“ Treaty and th 9 letter of instructions of the 1 1 th August, with which 
"you havo been furnished, are so just and moderate that His Excellency 
“ is unwilling to suppose that, with the wide discretion in minor matters 
“ which has been left to you, you will have much difficulty in obtaining 
" the assent of the Bootan Government to them. Butin the event of 
"the Bootan Government refusing to do substantial justice, and to 
" accede to the main principles of what you have been instructed to 
" stipulate, you will withdraw from Bootan, and inform the Bootan 
" Government that it must not be surprised if, on learning the failure of 
" its Mission to obtain reasonable satisfaction, the British Government 
" decide that Ambareo Fallacottah shall be permanently annexed to the 
" British dominions, and that in the event of future aggressions, either 
" within British Territories or the Territories of the Rajas of Sikliim and 
" Coouh Behar, the British Government will adopt such measures as 
" under the circumstances may be deemed necessary for the protection 
" of its own subjects and Territory, and the subjects and Territory of 
" its subordinate Allies. In such event, also, you will doclino to accept 
" any return presents which the Bootan Government may offer for the 
"acceptance of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General.” 

25. On the 10th September letters wore addressed by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas res- 
Durbar told of the in- pectively, announcing the intention of the Gover- 
° f tb ° nor General to send an Envoy to their Court after 
the close of the rainy season, with letters and pre- 
sents from thfe Govornor General, for the purpose of adjusting certain 
matters in dispute between tho two Governments, and of conjjnuni- 
cating to their Highnesses the sincere wish of the Government of India to 
maintain friendship botwoen the two Governments. The Rajas were 
requested to depute some Officer of high rank to meet the Mission on 
tho banks of the Teesta, and to conduct thorn to their presence. 
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26. In the beginning of November I arrived at Darjeeling, and 
Arri t D * lln commenced to organize the Establishment and 
carriage of the Mission. No reply having been 
received from the Deb and Dhurma liajas, I again addressed them on 
the 10 th of November, intimating my appointment and announcing my 
arrival at Darjeeling, and requesting that the Soubah of Darlingcote 
might be directed to meet me on the Frontier, or be directed to send 
suitable persons to do so, and that he might also be ordered to have 
some coolios ready to carry on the baggage of tho Camp. I pdded that 
if they did not do this I should be compelled to report to my Government 
that no arrangements had been made, and their neglect would be con- 
sidered a breach of friendship. Shortly after despatching this letter it 
came to my knowledge that, in point of fact, there was then no recognized 
Government in Bootan. The whole country was in a state of anarchy 
and confusion, owing to a rebellion which had broken out some months 
previously. The Governor of the Castle of Poonakh, the winter residence 
of the Government, had obtained from the Deb Raja tho promise that 
if he assisted him in an impending crisis he should be rewarded by the 
appointment of his brother to the office of Jungpen, or Governor of the 
Fort of Angdu-Forung, a much coveted situation. The crisis having 
been tided over, the Deb forgot his promise and appointed* a follower of 
his o^n to the office. This gave tho Jungpen of Poonakh great 
offence, and when the Court, in the usual course, went to Poonakh 
Castle for the summer the Governor admitted all the Lama's and the 
Deb's retinue, but closed the gates against the Deb himself. The 
Jungpen put forward some nominee of his own to tho office of Deb ; 
the caus€|||pf the deposed Deb was taken up by the Paro Penlow, or 
Governor of West Bootan, and the rebels were compelled to call in the 
Tongso Penlow, or Governor of East Bootan, to their assistance. The 
ex-Deb fled to Tassishujung, tho winter palace of the Court, where he 
was besieged by the Tongso Penlow, and all the Amla except the Paro 
Penlow and a few of his subordinate Chiefs. The besiegers managed to 
cut off the supply of water from the Fort, and hit upon the happy 
expedient of obtaining all the money of the besieged by allowing them to 
take water unmolested three times a week on payment of a sum of 300 
Rupees on each occasion. The funds of the garrison were soon 
exhausted, and they were compelled by thirst to surrender ; the Deb was 
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allowed to retire into obscurity in the monastery of Simtoka, where we 
still found him on passing that place. Whilst this rebellion was raging 
at head-quarters, a lesser fight was going on in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of our Frontier. The Jungpen or Soubah of Darlingcote had 
originally been a follower of one of the Amla who was a leading 
character in the rebellion, but officially he was subordinate to the Paro 
Penlowj the latter officer was determined to supersede his disloyal 
subordinate, and sent another official to take his place. The Jungpen 
refused to obey the order, or surrender the Fort. A force was sent to 
compel him, and the Fort was besieged for several months, but without 
success, and the besiegers only withdrew on our intention to visit 
Darlingcote becoming known. I reported those complications to Govern- 
ment in my letter of the 10th November, and expressed apprehension 
lest they should impede the progress of the Mission. I at the same 
time expressed my willingnoss to proceed, provided that the nominal 
head of the Government was disposed to receive me. The Jungpen of 
Darlingcote sent me several messengers on different occasions, assuring 
me that the delay of the Bootan Government to make arrangements for 
my reception, or to reply to tlio letters of the Governor General, was 
attributable simply to the disorganized state of the country, and not to 
any unwillingness to receive a representative of the British Government ; 
he on treated me to remain patiently for a reply, and assured me that he 
would give me every assistance in his power. Towards the end of 
November he sent to say that he wished to have 
vUits^eeboo Lama^ 611 an interview with Cheeboo Lama on tlio Frontier, 
and explain to him exactly how matters stood at 
the Durbar. I sent the Lama to meet him at the Teesta, and tt^p had 
a conference which lasted some days. Ho evidently wished us to enter 
into nogociations with him ; he was very friendly, asked me to delay my 
advance for a short time longer in hopes that an answer would be 
received from the Durbar, but at the same time hinted that if the reply 
did not come soon, he would, if ho received a present, aid us entering 
the country, even if by so doing he should incur the displeasure of his 
Government, and would answer fo%it that so long as we were in his 
jurisdiction we should not be molested. On my position being reported 
to the Government of India, 1 was informed that the Governor General 
was of opinion that as the rebellion had been successful and a substan- 
tive GovJfoment had apparently been re-established, and as the Soubah 
of Darlingcote had promised to assist us, there was no reason why our 
advance should be any longer postponed, and that it appeared to Govern- 
ment that the new Deb Raja might be desirous of cultivating a good 
understanding with the British Government in order to strengthen 
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himself in his position. On the receipt of these orders I made im 
preparations to advance, and wrote to the Darlingcote Soubah that I was 
about to start, and requested him to send men to meet me at the Teesta. 

27. I had some difficulty in collecting coolies, as without more direct 

encouragement from the Bootanese they were 
start from Darjeeling. yer y unwilling to venture into Bootan, the people 

of which country are looked upon with hatred by all the other residents 
in these Hills, as being a cruel and treacherous race. By the assistance 
of Cheeboo Lama, the Dewan* of Sikhim, who had been selected to 
accompany us, we managed to collect coolies and to start them off to the 
Frontier on the 1 st of J anuary. On the 4th we left Darjeeling and over- 
took the Camp just as they arrived at the Teesta, thirty miles from 
Darjeeling, and here our troubles commenced, for the coolies were 
afraid to venture across the Frontier, and left us in considerable num- 
bers. The Lama, however, managed to procure us assistance from his 
own Ryots. We had much difficulty in crossing the river, which is very 
deep and rapid, and full of enormous boulders : we had to cross the coolies 
and baggage over in rafts, which were constructed according to the 
usual plan of the country, a series of triangular platforms of bamboos 

being placed one above the other, the apex of the 
CroBB Teesta ° r . 

triangle is kept up-stream, and the raft is pulled 

backwards and forwards by gangs of men, the common cane being used 
instead of rope. The work of crossing was difficult and very tedious ; 
the river was nearly ninety yards wide, and runs at a rate of about ten 
miles an hour; the elevation at the ferry is 1,122 feet above the level 
of the sea. The whole of the Camp was not across till the 7th ; we 
went from the Teesta on the 9th, by a gradual slope, through some 
cultivated villages to Kalimpoong, height 3,733 feet. We were 
obliged to halt one day here to muster the coolies and re-arrange 
the baggage, which had got into confusion in consequence of 
frequent desertions. Whilst here we visited a number of villages ; 
the inhabitants seemed delighted to see us, and made us presents 
of eggs, fowls, oranges, and vegetables. This part of the country 
is very fairly cultivated, and ha^b number of inhabitants ; it is 
so close to our Frontier that the villages set their Chiefs at 
defiance, and are the only people under the Bootan Government who 
are abl9 to carry on any sort of trade. They were vehemen^^n their 
abuse of their own Government, and loud in their praise of our adminis- 
tration in Daijeeling : their only wish seemed to be that they should 
come under our rule. Nearly every household had some members 
resident in our Territory. We visited a monastery in the neighbourhood ; 
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the $pmas were absent, but we were shown over it by two nuns, 
who pointed with pride to an English vessel which was placed on the 
altar as a receptacle for holy water, but which in other countries is used 
ior a very different purpose. There were fine orange groves in the 
neighbourhood of the monastery, but the people dared not sell the 
oranges for fear of the Lamas, for whom they had been reserved. At 
the unaccustomed sight of money, however, their fear of their priests 
vanished, and they not only sold but afterwards gave us a large quantity 
of oranges. We were met here by a very surly old official, the ex- 
Nieboo or Darogah of Dhumsong, for here as everywhere else there were 
two Officers in the appointment, one in power and one out of power. 
The Nieboo was very uncommunicative ; he at first requested us not to 
move into the country, but ultimately he gave us guides to show us the 
road to Darlingcote. He had evidently received rfb instructions as to 
the courso he was to adopt towards us, and had not even iieard of our 
intention to enter the country until we had arrived in the neighbourhood 
of his own village. He was equally afraid of offonding us and his own 
superiors. On the 9th we marched to Paigong, a long march ; the road 
was tolerably Jevel, though narro^ A great number of coolies 
deserted us on the road, throwing down their loads. We had to store 
a quantity of baggage in the village, and went on only a few miles the 
next day by a good road to Paiengong. Amongst the baggage left 
behind was a box of arsenical soap : this was never sent after us ; the 
authorities denied that it could have been stolen, but on our return from 
Poonakh it was good humouredly admitted that the box had been carried 
off, that the soap was taken to be some particular food for horses, that 
cattle had been fed on it and seven had died. We went off the road a few 
miles to visit the little Fort of Dhumsong. The Fort is a small quadrangular 
building, hollow in the centre, built of stones and mud, situated on a 
bluff jutting down into the Valley of the Teesta between Sikhim and 
Bootan. The view from this place was magnificent ; the snows of the 
Choolah, Nitai, and Yaklah Passes were all quite close ; on three sides 
of us were the different snowy ranges of Bootan, Sikhim, and Nepal ; 
we could see within a space of sixWSen miles the four countries of Thibet, 
Sikhim, Bootan, and British Sikhim; the view was very extended; 
Darjeeling was plainly visible, and below was the beautiful and fertile 
Valley Rhinok in Sikhim ; we could see for many miles the road 
from the Thibet Passes to the Runjeet River on the Daijeeling 
Frontier, the route followed by the Thibetan traders who annually visit 
Darjeeling. The land around Dhumsong is a gentle slope, and just 
behind the Fort is a flat spur ; the elevation of Dhumsong is probably 
about 5,0UU feet. The place would make a magnificent Sanatorium 
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We asked the Officer in charge of the Fort, a dirty looking man* little 
better than a cooly, to allow us to look inside the Fort ; he insolently 
refused, and closed all the doors. To the South-West of the Fort was 
a little outpost : on visiting it we found it surrounded in every direction 
with sharp spikes formed of the male fefb ; these are stuck into the 
ground in time of war, and are supposed to be effective against night 
attacks. The Fort was, as usual in Bootan, completely commanded by 
its own outposts. On the 11th we marched to the top of the mountain 
of Labah, in height 6,620 feet, distance eleven miles. There was a 
great scarcity of water on the road, and even at the encamping ground. 
The only place worthy of note that we passed was the monastery of 
Rhisheshoo, which was perched up on the top of the most westeraly 
spur of Labah. From Labah we, the next day, descended a very steep 
and difficult road one of the branches of the River Durlah, where we 
were met ponies, mules, and musicians sent by the Jungpen 
of Dalimcote. Out of •compliment to the Jungpen, and in accor- 
dance with the custom of the country, some of the gentlemen of 
the Mission mounted the animals sent for us, and had a very uncom- 
fortable ride, on high Tartar saddles, on very fidgety and vicious 
mules. We were preceded by the musicians, who continued to play a 
most monotonous and noisy tune till we arrived at 
Arrival at Darling. our encamping ground at Ambiok, a plain about 

2,922 feet high, immediately below the Fort of Darling. The instru- 
ments in use were silver flageolets and brass cymbals. The Jungpen 
kept up a constant fire of matchlocks from the Fort throughout the day. 
After leaving the vicinity of our own Frontier we saw no trace of a 
village, and for two days before reaching Darling we had not seen a 
single house with the exception of a monastery. At Darling there 
were, with the exception of the Fort, only some six or seven little huts, 
and it was cloar that we could not look for supplies from the villages ; 
indeed, if there had been villages able to supply us, we should have 
been in equal difficulty, for they were all warned by the Jungpen that 
every man found selling us provisions was to be fined. The object of 
this order was to preserve the Jungpeffs trade monopoly; it is his practice, 
and that of all the Frontier officials, to prohibit any trade with the plains ; 

• they themselves either buy rice very cheaply or extort it from their 
tenants in the Dooars, and store and sell it out at an exorbitant price 
to their followers and ryots and to people in the interior of tlJPcountry. 

The Jungpen had promised to store supplies for my Camp to await 
my arrival at Darling. On my sending a requisition for rice for the 
coolies he sent me some, insisting upon being paid beforehand Rupees 7 
per maund, though to my knowledge the price of rice at the place 
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whence he draws his supplies was only 8 to 10 annas per m&und, and 
all his supplies were delivered free at his Fort by his unfortunate Mechi 
Ryots, who have to keep up large herds of pack 
Interview with Jnng- cattle for this sole duty. On the 14th of January 
the Juf%pen came to see me; he was accom- 
panied by a large and disorderly following, — standard-bearers carrying 
a flat piece of wood like a broad oar, printed with inscriptions ; 
musicians ; a number of led ponies and mules ; Sepoys with match- 
locks and knives, probably about 200 men in all. As they approached 
our Camp the whole party halted every twenty yards and gave 
loud shouts, apparently in imitation of a pack of jackals. "Whilst 
the screaming was going on, the Jungpen put down his head 
and shook himself in his saddle ; the same practice was observed 
on other occasions, but I could obtain no explanati^ of it except that 
it was an " old custom.” The same cry is used in advanjjpg to fight. 
The Jungpen, on arriving at my tent, was seized by the legs by some of 
his followers, and after being twirled round in the air twice was carried 
to the tent, as it was thought below his dignity to walk. The ceremony 
was, however, rery far from dignified, for the Jungpen attempted to get 
down, and was Drought to my tent, kicking violently, and abusing his 
men. He was a fat, uncouth, boorish, ignorant man. He assumed 
airs of great dignity for a time, but was unable to resist asking for some 
brandy. On receiving this he became very talkative; his chief topic, 
however, was the quantity of spirits he could drink ; he repeatedly 
called for more brandy, and finding that it was taking effect upon him, 
I gave him leave to go ; nothing, however, would induce him to leave ; 
he staid for four or five hours, and at length was taken away forcibly by 
his servants, who saw that I was annoyed. But even then he could not 
be persuaded to return to the Fort, but went to the tent of Cheeboo 
Lama and sat there drinking. Later in the day he left the Camp, but 
whilst going through it he saw some of our coolies, who after receiving 
large advances of pay had deserted us and had been brought back, 
being flogged. He insisted upon their being released. Captain Lance 
and Dr. Simpson, who were present, said they could not do so without 
my orders ; he then half drew his knife and rushed into the ring with 
his followers, threatening to cut down the Commissariat Sergeant who 
was in attendance, and behaving with great violence. The men of the 
Escort rail to their arms and fell in, and the bullying and violence of 
the Jungpen and his followers was immediately changed to abject fear. 
Seeing me approaching, he ran to meet me, trembling with fear and 
begged for forgiveness. I ordered him out of Camp, and the whole 
jwty ran off to the Fort in a most undignified manner. I declined to 
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receive any further visits from him until he sent me a written apology 
for his conduct, and this he did the next day. Finding that it would be 
impossible to obtain supplies for our large Camp from the villages, I 
sent Captain Austen down to Julpigooree to buy rice, and to examine 
the road between that place and Dalkncote. The distance is about 
forty to fifty miles. The road is excellent ; there is a gentle slope the 
whole way from Darling to Domohoni, — a small stockade opposite 
Julpigooree ; heavily laden bullocks and elephants passed backwards 
and forwards every day, and till within three miles of Darling the road 
is as good as any in the plains. The country through which it passes 
is a rich, black, vegetable mould, at present covered as regards the 
higher portion of it with very fine forest trees, and on the lower portion 
with long grass. It is very sparsely inhabited, but there are some large 
Mechi villages ne§r our Frontier. Under any other Government the 
whole tracts would be one vast rice field, for it is not unhealthy like our 
Terai, and the surplus population of Cooch Behar and Rungpore would 
readily migrate into this rich tract. It abounds with herds of elephants 
and with rhinoceros, but tigers seem to be rare ; at least they do not 
interfere much with the people, who are constantly gassing to and fro 
on the road with pack cattle. I on one occasion went some sixteen 
miles down the road ; wo met a number of Mechis and other plainsmen 
on the road who complained bitterly of the oppressions of the Booteahs, 
for whom they evidently entertained feelings of deep hatred. They 
were kept constantly employed in carrying up 
Doo&ra Mechii of tho rice to the Fort, and received no sort of remune- 
ration for their services. They are absolutely 
nothing better than slaves to the Bootanese, and their only hope 
appeared to be that we might be goaded by the misconduct of their 
rulers to annex their villages to British Territory. The Mechis are a 
quiet, inoffensive, weak race ; they are precisely the same class as the 
men inhabiting our own Terai ; like them they appear to enjoy perfect 
immunity from the ill-effects of malaria. They are, however, a finer and 
less sickly and sallow looking set than the Mechis of the Darjeeling 


Terai, probably because the Bootan Terai is more healthy and drier than 
ours. They welcomed us to their villages with unmistakeable delight, 
and seemed to take it for granted that having once heard their grievances 
we should immediately take them under our protection. They appeared 
to be good cultivators ; cotton was one of their principal crojis, but the 
description of cotton was the poorest I ever saw ; it had scarcely any 
staple, and it is difficult to understand how they ever separated the fibre 
from the seed. I imagine that finer soil for the production of cotton 
does not exist in India. The Mechis seem to change their cultivation 
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constantly, as would naturally be the case with so muoh virgin land at 
their disposal. They do not cultivate more than is necessary to supply 
their own wants and to enable them to comply with the demands of 
their rulers, for any surplus which they produced would merely form 
an additional temptation to plunder on the part of their BootSah task- 
masters. They know they can never be rich nor ever improve their 
position, and they do not therefore attempt it. With magnificent tim- 
ber all round them, with rivers running direct down to the plains, with a 
full knowledge that a certain market for their timber is to be found 
where these rivers join the Teesta and Berhampooter on our Frontier, 
they dare not even cut a single tree for sale. 

28. It was impossible to avoid contrasting the present state of this 
portion of the country with what it would be under our rule. Our Camp 
at Ambiok was a perfectly level plain ; on two sides of it were high 
mountains with fine sloping sides, and a walk of two or three hours 
would take one up to an elevation of 6,000 and P,000 feet. On one side 
was a precipitous ascent of 1,000 feet to the Fort, which jutted out on a 
ridge running down towards the plain. On either side of the table-land 
were two branches of the River Durlah. Running to the plains was a 
natural road which might be made available for carts from the plains at 
a cost of probably not more than Rupees 10,000. In the immediate 
neighbourhood was a magnificent plain of thirty miles broad and 150 
miles long, of the very finest soil, and intersected by a series of rivers, 
running down into the Teesta and Berhampooter. All this was within 
a few miles of the district which, after ChotaNagpore, is the best labour 
market in Bengal, and from which the people would have flocked into 
Bootan if they dared. The place was so situated in regard to the Hills 
and the plains that it seemed a sort of natural exchange for the trade of 
Thibet with that of Bengal, yet with all these advantages not a village 
was to be seen within sixteen miles of the place. Where under a good 
Government there would have been a large standing bazar, where there 
would have been cotton fields, and tea fields, and timber depots and 
countless acres of rice, not a human habitation was to be seen. There 
was not one single cultivated acre of land within sight of Darling. The 
place in which our Camp was situated had once apparently been a rich 
well-kept garden ; it contained several mango, jack, and other imported 
trees, and the remains of stone walls were visible in all directions. I 
believe, however, that the garden only existed many years ago when 
Darlingcote belonged to the Sikhimese. 

I received a letter from the Deb Raja after I had been a few days 
at Darling ; it was as usual evasive and undecided. I was simply told 
that I should tell the Jungpen of Darling what I had come for, and 
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that he would then arrange for my seeing the Deb. I explained 
fully to the Jungpen what the object of our Government was ; he 
was exceedingly friendly in his professions, and was, I think, really 
anxious to -forward our views, for we had no complaints against him 
personally, and the attached Estate of Fallacottah being under his 
charge, he had everything to gain and nothing to lose by the accep- 
tance of the terms offered by the Governor General. He, had more- 
over, lived for some years on the Frontier, and knew our power to 
enforce our terms if they were not implied with in a friendly spirit. 
At the same time, he was averse to my going on^ntil he had distinct 
orders to send me on, and the Deb Raja's letter was evidently written 
under the impression that I was still within British Territory. I wrote, 
in reply to the Deb, stating very clearly our claims against his Govern- 
ment, and requesting a positive and definite reply as to whether he 
would receive me or not. I explained that our demands would* have 
to be enforced in somef other way if he did not consent to discuss them 
amicably, that I should proceed as soon as I could arrange to do so, but 
that if he did not wish to receive me or treat with me, all he had to do 
was to say so in distinct terms, and that I would then at once return 
and report to the (jovernor General. The Darlingcote Jungpen com- 
plained much of his Government ; he proved to me that he had written 
letter after letter entreating them to send him orders as to my reception 
and treatment, and that they had only replied in evasive terms, the 
object of which was to throw all blame on him for what might occur, 
either in the event of our going back or coming cfh. They told him 
that the Government did not understand the object of the Governor 
General, and that as it was evidently some complaint against him, he 
must settle the matter and see to it that I was not offended by anything 
that might be said or done. It was impossible for me to move on without 
the- help of the Darlingcote Authorities, for the Nepalese and Sikhim 
coolies, seeing the very questionable manner in which we were received, 
had run away in great numbers, and we had not enough left to carry on 
even our necessary baggage, though reduced to the smallest limits, and 
in addition to this we had now to carry on rice for the coolies them- 
selves. I had built a large godown at Ambiok, and intended to leave a 
considerable store of rice there to be sent on to us from time to time, 
but still each cooly required for the march nearly a maund of rice, 
or another cooly's load. My "only hope was in obtaining people of 
the country, who could feed themselves at their own villages, and 
could carry some extra rice for our own men. The Jungpen made 
the greatest difficulty about procuring these men, and certainly he 
had been placed by his own Government in an awkward position. 



64 


LEAVE DARLING. 


Captain Austen having purchased a sufficient stock of rice, and 
having dispatched the greater portion of it, I told the Jungpen that he 
must now make up his mind either to help me on or bear the responsi- 
bility of my turning back. He then promised to help me in going on, 
but at the same time he really did nothing to assist me. His immedi- 
ate superior is the Paro Penlow, and against his authority the Jungpen 
was in revolt ; he said that as regarded the Durbar he felt less hesita- 
tion, but he did not feel at all sure what the Penlow might do ; he 
would possibly think that we ]£td been invited into the country by the 
Jungpen to aid hin^and would in consequence offer us violence, &s he 
cared little for the Durbar or any of the other Amla. I agreed to risk 
the Penlow*s opposition, provided the Jungpen would give me the 
assistance I required, would undertake to take charge of my stores and 
of the men, tents, and baggage I left behind, and would keep open our 
communication with the plains. I promised to pay him for his assis- 
tance, and he at length consented. On the 26tli the Jungpen called on 
me, and promised to make over to me two elephants and four mahouts 
carried off from British Territory by one of his subordinates when 
temporarily acting as Katma or Darogah of Moin^ooree. The Jung- 
pen*s real object was clearly to keep me at Darlingcote ; he would not 
hear of my returning, but with the usual Booteah indifference to 
delay he hoped to induce me to remain at Darling for a month or two 
corresponding with the Durbar, and he then apparently hoped that 
negociations woiJfe be made with him and not with the Durbar. The 
promised coolies never appeared until I actually made preparations to 
return to Darjeeling, and they were then produced. I was obliged to 
leave all our tents, except some small pals, and most of our baggage 
and stores in the depot at Darling, for it was impossible to obtain 
coolies enough to carry them all on, and also to carry food for themselves. 
I was also compelled to leave nearly half my Escort behind here for 
want of carriage. I took on fifty Sikhs and a few Sappers, leaving the 
% rest of the Sappers at Darling under the Souba- 
W dar. On the 29th Captain Austen returned, and 

we moved on. On passing the Fort I called on the Jungpen ; his man- 
ner was very different to what it had been when we first arrived ; he 
entirely dropped his insolent assumption of superiority and his coarse 
swaggering manner ; he stood up, and refused to sit in my presence 
when invited to do so, brought refreshments, and waited on us himself 
and behaved generally in a respectful and civil way. We looked over 
the Fort, and were taken into a little Buddhist temple adjoining the 
Jungpen* s residence, in which a number of Lamas were chanting 
prayers to Mahakul for our safe journey. 
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29. The Fort is a miserable building ; it consist of a large wall built 
of mud and stones; it has one large gateway 
to the North-East, in which the Jungpen resides ; 
inside the wall are a number of houses and a garden ; one house is 
assigned to the Byots of the Dooars when they come up with their tribute, 
another is a monastery ; there was a barrack, stables, store-houses, and 
a residence for the women. The Jungpen had two wives ; one of them, 
with her child, he had taken over with the other furniture and equip- 
ments of the Fort from his predecessor in office, now one of tho chief Amla 
at th#Durbar. The practice of making cPrer their wives to their subordi- 
nates seems to be very common ; indeed there is hardly such a tiling 
as marriage in the country. A man takes a woman and keeps her as 
long as he likes, and when they get tired of one another she either transfers 
herself or ho transfers her to a dependent. In theory, celibacy is sup- 
posed to be observed by al^ the officials in Bootan, the origin of the 
rule boing that formerly only Lamas were eligiblo for office. In the 
large Forts tho wives of the officials are not recognized ; they live in 
buildings at the gateways, or outsido tho walls. Even at Darling tho 
Jungpen^s wives were not allowed to remain under the same roof with 
him, nor to eat with him. The consequence of this state of things is 
that the women of Bootan have sunk to even a more degraded social 
position than the women of tho rest of India : they are treated like 
servants, and live entirely with the lowest menials of the Forts, and are 
pushed, hustled, and abused by all the followers and nan gers- on of the 
officials. The wives of the Jungpen used to bo constantly in our Camp, 
joking and laughing with our Sepoys and coolies, and begging from us 
for glasses, cloth, scissors, and other articles of English manufacture. 
Tho Fort of Darling is 1,000 feet higher than the plain on which we were 
encamped at Ambiok, and is a thousand yards distant from tho spot on 
which our tents were placed ; shells might have been thrown into it with 
tho greatest ease, and as tho roof is made of mats it would be destroyed 
in a few rounds. This Fort was taken with great case by Captain Jones 
and a few men in 1774, Tho people of the place, however, did not seem 
to be aware that we had ever sent a force there. Tho approach to the 
Fort from Ambiok is very difficult and precipitous, and could only bo 
made under tho cover of a fire from the plain, or in conjunction with an 
advance from somo other direction. Tho Fort is situated on a spur ; 
it might be approached from the South by ascending the spur where 
the river crosses the road about threo miles below Darling, but the 
assistance of Sappers would be required. Again it might be approached 
Jrom the Sukyamchoo River (Chikam on the maps) ; this would have 
to Joe done Joy detaching a party to follow the river, which branches off 
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to the right on the road from Julpigooree, about eight miles below 
Darling ; for this a good guide would be required, as the force would 
have to march up the bed of a stony river and turn off through a 
narrow path to the Fort. With the main body advancing to Ambiok 
along the road, the Detachment vid Sukyamchoo could get on to the 
top of the spur, lour miles from Darling Fort, and would advance by a 
vory fair road to within 200 yards of the Fort. Once there the Fort 
would be in their hands, or they would at all events cover the ascent of 
the party from Ambiok. There is no water in the Fort ; the spring 
generally used is a long way fr*m the Fori, to the North, along tl#road 
leading to Sukyamchoo : another small spring is somo way along the 
spur on the East of the Fori. The garrison is nominally 200 men, but 
in point of fact they could not muster moro than seventy fighting men, 
of whom about thirty might be armed with old matchlocks. Thore is 
not a single vail -piece in this or any otho^of the Forts in the country. 
When wo reached Darling a siege of three months had just been raised. 
The Paro Prnlow having lakcn tlio side of tho ex -Deb during the lato 
rebellion, and tin' Darling Jungpen having taken the side of the rebels, 
the Penlow had superseded him. Tho Darling Jungpen, however, 
refused to make over tho Fori to his successor ; a force was sent to 
compel him ; several fights took place ; the Jungpen retreated into his 
Fort, and the attacking force encamped about 200 yards off, and remained 
there for threo months, the opposing forces doiug nothing more than 
throwing si one Ait one another wit.li slings and catapults. Wo mea- 
sured tho range of the catapults, and found that it was about 100 yards ; 
large heaps of stones showed where the stones from the respective 
catapults had fallen, and a more harmless kind of warfaro could not 
well be devised: The mortality was described as having been greater 
than in any previous internal war, and one of tho Sepoys sent with us as 
a guide deposed to having killed a hundred of the enemy with his own hand. 
Closo examination, howover, proved to ns that only nine men had 
been killed, and this was in an ambuscade laid to entrap them while 
escorting provisions. On leaving the Fort wo marched along a road 
with a slight descent for about four miles, and then descended abruptly 
to the River Sukyamchoo ; it is a narrow shallow river which runs round 
the spur on which the Fort of Darling is situated, and joins the Durlah ; 
wo were compelled to halt hero, as no clear and healthy place was in 
reach. We were quite in the Terai, the elevation being only about 
1,500 feet ; the place was a malarious, unhealthy looking spot, and was 
tho feeding- ground of wild elephants, and, as wo had often occasion to 
notice, the places frequonted by those animals have a smell about them 
which is almost intolerable. The next day we marched m thror^jh 
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Beach Sipchoo. 


heavy forests, crossed a large river, the N urehoo, and encamped on the 
Mochoo, about twelve miles from Sukyamchoo. Not a sign of a human 
habitation was seen the whole day. The Mochoo is a small river 
abounding with fish ; its banks apparently swarmed with wild animals of 
every sort. Our next march was through very fine, dry, clear forest ; 
the soil was rich, high and well drained, and being w^l ventilated our 
march was less oppressive than our previous ones had been. We had 
to cross a deep, Rwift river before reaching our 
halting-place at Sipchoo. We were obliged to 
makjg^ bridge, which took us some hours ; the bed of the river was of 
consicrorable width, and in the rains it must be quite impassable. 
Sipchoo was the residence of a Jungpen, but all the inhabitants having 
fled on account of that official’s oppression and cruelty, the place is now 
in charge of an Officer of lower rank, a Nieboo, who lives during the 
winter at Sipchoo and during the summer at Jonksa, about six miles 
distant. Wc were told that there was a large Fort here ; wo had to go 
up a very steep ascent of about 500 yards from the river, and were then 
met by Hooteali officials who entreated us not to encamp within a mile 
of the Fort, as it was full of Soldiers, who might under the influence of 
drink come out and attack us, and it was not the wish of the oflicial 
in charge that we should suffer any harm. These messengers were 
exceedingly insolent, and, as was usually the case with all Jfootau 
officials, perfectly intoxicated. Having by this time acquired sufficient 
experience of the character of the people to warrant cpr coming to the 
conclusion that there was not a word of truth in the statement of these 
men, we insisted upon going forward with four Sepoys, and judging for 
ourselves where wc should encamp. On arriving at the place wo found 
that the Fort and the Soldiers were equally imaginary. There were two 
grass huts and threo or four cattle sheds, some few men and a few 
women, and this constituted the whole garrison and town of Sipchoo. 
Tho Booteahs wore not in the least embarrassed at tlieir falsehood being 
detected, treated the whole matter as a joke, and declared that tho only 
object of their attempt at deceit was to give us a good encamping 
ground in tho neighbourhood of the river. One of the first persons who 
came forward to greet us was Mirnba Kazoo. This man's history is a 
curious one : lie was for many years in our service, and was on receipt 
of — for a liootcah — a largo salary as translator of the Darjeeling Court. 
Ho was Dr. Campbell's right-hand man for years, was with that gentle- 
man and Dr. Hooker when they were imprisoned by the Sikhim 
llaja in 1851, and is specially mentioned under the name of Nimbo iu 
Dr. Hooker's Journal (page 233) as having “ broken away from eapti- 
“jpty and found his way into Darjeeling, swimming the Teesta with a 
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u large iron ring on each leg, and a link of several pounds* weight 
“ attached to one/* When Dr. Campbell, at tlio end of 1860, entered 
Sikhim this man was with him and behaved well, receiving several 
rewards for bravery. In 1861, when I relieved Dr. Campbell of the 
charge of our relations with Sikhim, Mimba was made over to me as a 
trustworthy guid#and spy; he had not been with me more than a week 
before I had reason to suspect him of intriguing with Jjhe enemy. He 
found out that I was watching him, and the day wo crossed the Frontier 
he fled into Bootan, taking with him some sixty or seventy of his Ryots, 
his cattle, and all the property he could remove. I afterwards foutfl that 
he had been endeavouring to induce the Bootanese to join the Sikmmese 
against us. He had a valuable Estato in Darjeeling ; this was of course 
forfeited to the State and is now called the “ Mimba Kazec Tea 
Plantation,** in the hands of a European Company. Ho seems to have 
offered the ParoPenlow Rupees 2,000 to make him Jungpen of Darlingcote ; 
the Pcnlow led him on till he got all his money fr<wn him, and then refused 
to give him any higher employment than that of a private Soldier. Ho 
came up to mo jat Sipehoo, smiling as if nothing had happened : he 
entreated to be taken into our employ, and his great wish was evidently 
to be allowed to return to Daijeeling. lie joined our Camp, and was on 
the whole useful, though I was not able to trust him to any great extent. 

30. The coolies supplied to us by the Darlingcote Jungpen had 
only engaged to come as far as Sipehoo. They were to be relieved here 
by men of the place, which was described to us, with the usual misrepre- 
sentation, to be thickly populated. I found however that thero was not 
a single cooly to be had here, and that there were only fivo houses left 
in the whole of the Sipehoo district. As the Nieboo informed us, 
the people had all been driven out of the country except a few Mechis 
in the Terai, and this was clearly the case, for on our return we came 
through a great portion of the district without seeing a single hut, 
though there were traces of old terracing and clearings which showed 
that it had onco boon well inhabited. The country round Sipehoo and 
Jonksa abounds in perfectly level plots of table-ground, of great extent, 
and in height varying from 2,000 to 3,500 feet. The day after my 
arrival the Nieboo visited me and declared his inability to give me any 
sort of assistance. lie said that it was out of the question my going 
on without the aid of the Durbar ; that he had received no communi- 
cation whatever regarding me ; that if I stayed throe weeks at Sipehoo, 
possibly orders might come, and coolies might be sent to take on the 
Camp. He treated the whole matter with the greatest indifference, 
and clearly did not intond to take any trouble whatever about us one 
way or the otlter. To remain at Sipehoo for weeks after the detention 
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which we had already experienced at Darlingcote, on the mere chance 
that the Durbar would make arrangements for our advance after having 
neglected us for so long, was out of the question. There were two 
courses opon, either to return at once to British Territory or to go on, 
leaving behind nearly all the baggage and tho chief part of the small 
Escort I had brought on with me. I had received no such indication of 
a hostile feelii^on the part of the rulers or tho people of the country 
as to warrant my turning back. I had been treated with boorish 
incivility and great indifference on tho part of the Authorities, but they 
had ^ways most forcibly expressed their desire to cultivate friendship 
with our Government, although tho friendship was confined entirely to 
mere professions. The villagers had wherever we met them given us a 
hearty welcome, though they warned us not to trust their Government, 
and entreated us to take the country, and not to attempt to establish 
friendly relations with men of whose good faith they seemed to have 
the very worst opinion. Tho Mission of 1837 had been treated w r ith neglect 
almost as great, and yet had reached the Durbar and returned, though 
unsuccessful, yet without any attempt at violence being shown them, and 
I felt that if I turned back under such circumstances the Booteah Durbar 
would mako capital out of the position and declare that they had made 
arrangements for my reception at Poonakli, and had been prepared to 
discuss in a friendly spirit the demands of our Government, but that 
their good intentions had been frustrated by my return. I also felt that 
if 1 turned back I should have been accused of having been disheartened 
and discouraged at tho first trifling difficulties which presented 
themselves. Further, as Government had seen no reason why I should 
have delayed crossing tho Frontier on account of the failure of the 
Bootancsc to mako any arrangements for my reception, it did not seem 
to mo that they would approve of my turning back now when no greater 
hostility had been shown than w r as shown then. Taking all this into 
consideration, therefore, I camo to tho conclusion that, though I had not 
been received by the Government of Bootan as I should have been, yet 
that I had not been treated in a maimer which would render it imperative 
on me to turn back, knowing that my so doing vT>uld ncccssitato an 
enforcement of our demands by other means. I was willing to attribute 
much of tho neglect with which I had been treated to the disorganized 
state of the Government and the natural insouciance of tho Booteahs; 
the local Officers whom I met assured me that this was the case, and 
that if I once reached the Durbar I should ho received in a hospitable 
and friendly manner, and though they were somewhat suspicious of my 
intentions, these suspicions w T ere likely to be allayed rather than tho 
reverse by my coming on without any force. With precedents of 
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the three previous Missions before me, it seemed to me that, though 
there was doubtless some risk in going on without a strong Escort, yet 
that the Durbar would never have the folly to treat mo with violence or 
open insult, and it further occurred to me that if they were really 
hostile, I should be in no better position with fifty men than with fifteen 
at so great a distance from our Frontier, without any organized 
communication, and with constantly deserting coolieq^indeed I could 
not have gone on a day's march with more than fifteen men, and therefore, 
as I have said before, I had no option except to go on without the 
Escort or to return. I therefore determined to push on as \i S W as 
possiblo. We left behind all our heavy baggage and stores, all the 
Escort except fifteen Seikhs, and I was obliged also to leave my Uncovo- 
nanted Assistant, Mr. Power, the Commissariat Sergeant, my Moonsheo, 
the Nativo Doctor, and every Camp follower whom wc could spare. 
I took on ten Sebundy Sappers to clear the road : the rest of the Camp 1 
left at Sipchoo, intending to order them on after^mo, if on arri ving at the 
next Booteah Fort 1 could make arrangements for carriage. I ordered 
a place to bo cleared for their Camp, and huts built for the men, and 
left written instructions for the guidance of Mr. Power and Sergeant 
Sadlier in the event of any difficulty arising, and 
Leave Sipchoo. ^ the 2nd of February wo advanced to Saigon, 

a fine open plain at an elevation of 5, 75 G feet just below the Tulclah 
Pass. Here we wore again harassed by the dosertion of coolies, and 
I had to send back to Sipchoo for some of the coolies I had left behind 
there ; the men wero panic-stricken at the idea of advancing into a 
country the people of which thoy look upon as a race of murderers and 
robbers, and who had shown so little disposition to receive us in a 
friendly manner ; in addition to this, tho people wc met on tho road 
told most alarming stories of the depth of the snow in somo of tho 
Passes. I was surprised to see the marks of wild elephants up at 
this groat elevation ; they seem to come up here in tho rainy season. 

31. On the 3rd of February we continued tho ascent of the Pass, 
and early in the day came to snow, and had to march till dark through 
snow of from onc-and-a-half to two feet deep. At night we halted in 
a miserable place called H'Lonchoo (8,198 foot.) The snow was deep, 
and a more wretched place for a bivouac in tho open air could scarcely 
be conceived. The mon, however, managed to get up large firos, and 
did not suffer from the cold. On the 4th we crossed the Pass about 


10,000 feet high, and descended with much difficulty through the snow 
to Dongachuchoo (8,595 feet.) The snow here was not very deep, but 
the mon worej^l thoroughly exhausted and despondent, and nothing 
but the fear cMlgain crossing the snow prevented the great majority of 
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our coolies running off and leaving us alone in the jungle. Th^next 
day, therefore, I determined to give them a rest, and went only a few 
miles down to the bottom of the valley and 
encamped on tho banks of the River Am-Mochoo 
(3,849 feet) ; the sun here was really hot, and tho men's spirits rose 
proportionately. The Mochoo is a very beautiful river, deep, very 
rapid, and broa#; it is full of enormous boulders, which make the 
river one continuous lino of white sparkling foam. It’ was spanned 
by a curious and ingenious bridge. Advantage had been taken of 
a great rock to throw across from one bank somo eight or ton 
large beams, the ends of which were weighed down by heaps of large 
stones and earth supported by a revetment. Across these beams were 
placed a row of thick logs, then another set of beams projecting far 
beyond the first layer and similarly weighed down with stones and earth, 
then some logs, and so on till a sufficient length of beam was projected 
across the river to support a platform thrown from these beams to other 
small beams built into the rock in the river. On the other side the span 
was much greater, and in addition to the beams thrown out from tho 
bank and from the rock the platform was supported by canes and strong 
creepers ; it was in fact a compound of a susperajon and a pier bridge. 
It was neatly boarded throughout, and was somo lour or five feet broad. 
The height from tho centre span to the water was thirty feet, and the 
breadth of the span ninety feet. Tho Mochoo comes through Phari in 
Thibet, and passes close under the Sikliim Raja's Thibet- Palace at 
Choombi, and runs through Bootan into the Berhampooter. If the coun- 
try had boon in any hands but those of the Bootealis a road into Thibot 
would have been taken up this valley, and would have opened commu- 
nication with tho plains avoiding all snowy Passes. We had, in crossing 
the Tulclali, passed tlio water- shed of one branch of the great Thibot 
Passes seen from Darjeeling, r/'r., the Choolali, Yaklali, and Nitai, for 
this river runs down on the North-East side of those Passes. On tho 
Gth wo wont on to Sangbe ; the ascent at first- was very steep, but after 
going a few miles we got into a perfectly level road, well wooded and 
watered ; tho Valley of the Mochoo was level, and there were sevoral 
villages to be seen, tho first Hill villages indeed we bad met with since 
* the second day after leaving our own Frontier, though wo had marched 
probably some 90 or 100 miles through what was Naturally a singularly 
rich tract. After continuing along a level path for some eight miles, wo 
had to make a precipitous descent to cross a small stream, and then to 
ascend again to tho village and Fort of Sangbe 
Sangbe. (6,113 feet.) On the road wo passed a flour-mill 

worked by a water-wheel. The old man in charge of it had a fearful 
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turner on his lip, which entirely concealed his mouth and tbg lower 
part of his face ; he told us that he had great difficulty in eating. 
Dr. Simpson told him that if he would come to our Camp he would remove 
the tumour. Sangbe is a very pretty little hamlet of some four or five 
houses ; and scattered about tho neighbourhood were several other vil- 
lages and a few small monasteries. The villdJgors were very friendly, 
and most anxious to come under British rule ; they entreated us to help 
them to escape to Darjeeling when we returned, if wo were unwilling to 
take their country. They flocked round the Camp with presents of eggs, 
fowls, milk, &c. The villages were neatly cultivated, the fields were 
fenced with loose stone walls, and the land was tilled with tho plough 
instead of by the hand as in Darjeeling. The chief crops were barley, 
buck- wheat, millet, and turnips. On the 7th I sent for the Jungpen* of 
Sangbe, and after much hesitation he came with the usual noise and attempt 
at display. He was a miserable, sickly looking man ; it struck us at 
once that he was not a Booteah, and we afterwards found that he was 
the son of a Bcngallco slave, who had distinguished himself as a soldier, 
had been freed and appointed eventually to office, and had managed to 
get his son into tho public service in the same way. This Jungpcn was 
the man who had beei^, nominated by the Paro Penlow to Darlingcoto, 
and had made an unsuccessful attempt to oust the present Jungpcn of 
that place. Having failed there he was sent to Sangbe, and there were 
two Jungpens then at tho place, tho one in office and tho ono whom he 
had superseded. The Jungpen informed mo that ho could give me no 
assistance \ that he had received no orders of any sort regarding me, and 
that it was not customary to allow persons to pass the Ports without 
orders ; that ho would not stop me as lie had not men enough to do it, 
and that if I choso I could go on, but ho could not commit himself by 
giving me a single cooly, and he could not allow the villagers to help 
mo. When I asked him if he would tako upon himself the responsi- 
bility of saying that the Deb Raja declined to let me go on to Poonakh, 
he declined, and said that he had no orders or authority to say anything 
of the Sort ; that he had no doubt that if I went on I should be well 
received, but that it would bo better if I was to stay whore I was till he 
could refer to tho Durbar, which would only involve a delay of perhaps 
twenty days. . I pointed out that I had communicated to the Deb my 
intention of going t^Poonakh four months before ; that I had been five 
weeks in the country, and that he had had plonty of time to send 
instructions to all his subordinates ; that he might write this to his 
employers, and say that I considered their conduct most dilatory and 


* He ia now Jungpen of Darling. 
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unfriendly, but that knowing how serious the consequences would be to the 
Bootan Government I did not wish to turnback unless the Deb declined 
to receive me, and he had only to tell me this in distinct terms, and I 
would at once leave the country. examining our coolies it was 

found that nearly all the Nepalese men had been more or less frost- 
bitten in crossing the last Pass, some of them very badly. Wo there- 
fore purchased a number of hides and pieces of woollen cloth, and 
compelled them all to make boots for themselves according to the 
fashion of the country. Seeing that it was now quite of the quostion to 
think of bringing on that portion of the party which had been left at 
Sipckoo, 1 sent orders to Mr. Power to return to Darjeeling as soon as 
he could, taking with him all our extra stores and baggage, together 
with the Sikhs and the party of Sappers left at Darlingcote, leaving 
under the charge of the Nieboo of Sipchoo a good store of rice and 
attah for our return, and all the Governor General's presents which I 
had been obliged also to leave behind through the rofusal of tho Bootan 
officials to supply me with carriage. I also told him to keep a Guard 
of five Sebundies at the Depot at Darlingcote, placing our supplies 
there under the charge of the Jungpen. I arranged with the Jungpen 
of Sangbe and the Sipchoo Nieboo to keep our jjpmmunication open by 
a line of Dak "runners, and to give protection to all our people passing 
backwards and forwards, and this they agreed to do after receiving a 
present each with a promise of more if they fulfilled their engagement. 
Whilst here the old millor, to whom I have made allusion before, came 
up to have his tumour removed ; this # was successfully done under 
chloroform by Dr. Simpson, to tho great astonishment of a number of 
spectators : the operation seemed to have attracted the attention of tho 
Bootanese in a very singular manner, for at every village through which 
we passed, and on our arrival at the Durbar, one of the first questions 
asked was, which was the Doctor who had removed the tumour. The 
Bootanese were by no means slow to avail themselves of Dr. Simpson's 
advice : their chief diseases are precisely wlnit one might expect from 
a people at once so filthy and so immoral, and there seemed to bo 
scarcely a person in the country, male or female, who was not suffering 
more or less in this respect. Their groat test of a physician's skill 
■ seemed to be that he should be able to toll from looking at the face 
the disease under which a patient was suffering/ After a few days' 
experience Dr. Simpson was able to acquire a great reputation by 
invariably naming the causo of sickness, which was always the same 
in every case. They had implicit faith in his medicines, and expected 
a chance dose given on the line of march to cure diseases of many 
years' standing. 
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32. On the 9th of February we left Sangb6, and found a very fair 
road for some distance ; we passed the Fort, a wretched little building 
of rubble stone, with a wooden roof situated in a most lovely position. 
Outside the Fort was a praying cylinder worked by water containing 
the six-syllable mystic sentence “ Om Mani Padme Horn” written many 
thousand times ; the paper or cloth on which it was written would pro- 
bably have extended a quarter of a mile or more if unfolded. At a mo- 
nastery near the Fort we were hospitably entertained, and saw some fine 
specimens of the Cuprcssus funebris , a tree of singular beauty which 
grows in Bootan, and which seems to have forced itself on the admira- 
tion even of such indifferent, careless observers as the Bootan priests, for 
we found it carefully planted near most of the monasteries. After pass- 
ing the Fort we came to a long white-washed stone jnendony, or a stone 
wall about ten feet high. In the centre of these religious monuments is 
generally a well-carvod and often gilt representation of the sacred figure 
of Sakyamani or Padmapani. It was amusing to see how careful the 
more superstitious of the coolies and Buddhist servants were, even with 
their heavy loads, to pass always on the same side of every mendong to 
which we came, the rule being to follow the writing of the inscription 
carved on the great slabs of the wall, instead of walking the opposite way 
of the character. Tho origin of the custom is that pious travellers may 
read each sentence as they pass, but as the sentence is usually the ever- 
lasting “ Om Mani Padme Horn,” which is scarce- 
41 Mani Padme ]y ever out of tho lips of overy Buddhist not too 
much occupied in other matters to make him dis- 
continue the trick of repeating these four words, the inscriptions are never 
really looked at. After going a few miles from Sangbe, we made a rather 
steep descent to the little River Suchoo ; wo passed several villages on 
the road, and a certain amount of desultory cultivation of buck-wheat 
and millet. The Suchoo was crossed by a good wooden bridge, and we 
then had to ascend the opposite side of tho valley by a steep zig-zag, 
evidently made many years ago at a considerable expense. Wo passed 
a very beautiful waterfall ; the supply of water was not great, but it fell 
from a great height, and was scattered like rain. On reaching the {op 
of the ascent, we found a number of villagers collected to meet us. They 
paid us the compliment usual in tho case of any person of distinction 
travelling through the country, of sotting fire to little heaps of worm- 
wood as we passed. They seemed to take it for granted that we had 
come to take possession of the country, and abused their own Govem- 
Saybee Hient in a most undisguised manner. On arriving 

at our halting place, Saybee, a very fine little 
village with some cultivation and good houses (6,143 feet), we found that 



2INKAFF9 AND LETTERS FROM THE DURBAR. 


75 


Zinkaffs had arrived from the Durbar, and had given out that they had 
orders to stop me and turn me back. I sent for the men, hearing that 
they had said they had letters for me. They would not come, making 
one excuse after another for delay. At last I threatened to have them 
punished, and they came. It turned out that they had no letters for 
me : they said they had letters to the Darlingcote Jungpen, instructing 
him to turn me back. I replied that as they had nothing for me they 
might go. They told me that if I wont on I might bo opposed. I 
pointed out to them that I could not act upon the information of petty 
messengers like themselves, and unless they could show written author 
rity from the Deb to forbid my coming on I would have nothing to say 
to them. They then gave me the letters to the Darlingcote Jungpen, 
and told me to read them as they were intended to have reached him 
whilst I was there, and were instructions regarding me. I opened the 
cover and found two letters, according to the Booteah custom, one full 
of professions of friendship for the British Government, and instructing 
him to do everything he could to satisfy me and settle any dispute I 
might have with him regarding the Frontier, btit not a word about my 
going on or back. This letter was evidently intended to be shown to me. 
The second was a most violent and intemperate production, threatening 
tho Jungpen with forfeiture of life *for having allowed me to cross 
the Frontier, ordering him to pay a fine of Rupees 70 to each of the 
messengers sent to him, and abusing him in the grossest terms, at the 
same time telling him on no account to allow me to go away angry, but 
to try and entice me across tho Frontier again, adding, however, that if 
he could not get rid of me without olfending me, ho should send me on 
to the Durbar by the Sumcheo and Dhone road, and should see that 
proper arrangements were made for furnishing supplies. The Zinkaffs, 
after reading the letters, said that it was clear that I should go back and 
enter the country by the Sumchee road. I pointed out that two more 
marches would bring me into tho Sumchee road, and that to go back 
would take me fiftoon days. They said that the Amla had shown sucli 
folly in not having given proper orders for my reception, that they 
should not trouble themselves in tho matter, and that I might go which 
way I liked, I asked one of them to return with me ; he agreed at first, 
but then said ho must go to Darling to get his share of the fine, but 
they gave me guides from the village and supplied us with fodder, &c., 
for the horses. Tlic headmen and villagers of Saybee came to us and 
entreated us to take them back with us to Daijeeling. I' told them that 
we excluded no one from our Territory, and that they would any of them 
be allowed to settle there ; they replied that tho difficulty which they 
wanted to overcome was the escape from their own country ; that they 
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were so watched that they could not escape without leaving their fami- 
lies behind them, and the lives of the families of all runaways were con- 
sidered forfeit. They then told us, what we had heard some inarches 
back in villages through which we had passed, that a great sign of free- 
dom had been shown to them, that throe European children had been 
born in the village, and that it had been construed to mean that the 
country would pass into our hands ; they had been expecting a fulfil- 
ment of this omen for a long time past, and that now we had come to 
their village they felt that it was true. Wo asked to see these children, 
and three miserable little blear-eyed Albinos were brought out to us. 
We explained to the parents what their children were, but thoy could 
not be made to understand that there was not something mysterious in 
their birth, and that it was not connected with our visit to the country ; 
they had never heard of any other Albino being born in the country. On 
the 10th of February wo left Ray bee ; we first had to make a slight 
descent to the little River Saychoo and then to ascend up a very steep 
zig-zag, tlio commencement of the Taigonlah Mountain, over which 
we had to pass. About the middlo of the day 
Taigonlah. we rcuc l lc d Bliokur, a pretty open grassy plain 

(9,256 feet ) ; thore was very little snow here, and we found a magni- 
ficent herd of yaks, or chowrec ca&lo, driven down from the higher Pass 
by the heavy snow. Finding that there was deep snow a little way 
ahead, and a doubt about a supply of water sufficient for so large a 
Camp, wo* halted, hoping to be able to clear the Pass the next day. As 
we advanced, however, the following morning the snow became very 
deep, the ascent was steep, and the men and horses made their way 
on with difficulty. The whole aspect of the country had now 
changed; instead of the usual forest of Rhododendron, Magnolia, Oak, 
Chesnut, &c., wo had suddenly passed into an entirely new vegetation ; 
nothing was to be seen but pines of various descriptions, ^hiefly the 
Pinus excelsa ; the change was so sudden and marked that* a chain 
pulled across tho mountain- side would have divided one class from the 
other. The pine forest was very much pleasanter to travel through 
than that through which wo had hitherto been passing ; it was thin, and 
clear from undergrowth, and beautiful grassy glades were of frequent 
occurrence ; the effect of the snow and icicles on the leaves of the pines 
was very magnificent. Towards evening we passed a stone rest-house, 
erected by some public-spirited Bootcah for the shelter of travellers 
overtaken in tiie snow ; these rest-houses on the Passes are the only 
form in which public charity shows itself in Bootan. In the evening we 
halted at Shofebjheo ; tlio snow was deep, but the men made themselves, 
and us, tolerably comfortable by collecting large quantities of juniper 
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and laying it over the snow, and the juniper and pine-boughs made 
splendid fires which they kept up ail night. The height of the Camp was 
11,800 feet; the thermometer registered 13°, yet with some 200 persons, 
some Sikhs, others Bengallees, not a man suffered from the cold. We 
unfortunately had no view here on account of the heavy mist which 
we had here for the first time since crossing the Tuldlah Pass. Captain 
Austen was in consequence unable to take observations from the Pass, 
and being very desirous of filling in his map and ascertaining his position 
from such a very commanding position, he determined to remain behind 
and catch us up two marches on ; he remained in a little rest-house close 
to the Pass, made partly out of the natural face of the rock and partly 
built of stones. Near the Pass there was no vegetation ; it was a bleak, 
dreary, open plain swept by the most bitter, piercing wind I ever felt. 
At the apex of the Pass, which was 12,150 feet, was the usual lapcha, 
or cairn of stones, supporting little poles with Buddhist flags, to which 
passing travellers had attached small stripes of coloured rag or cotton to 
secure a prosperous journey. Groat importance was attached by our 
coolies to the deposit by Cheeboo Lama of his contribution in the shape 
of yellow and red -coloured chintz, and no one would cross until this had 
been done. The descent from the Pass is very steep, and the snow 
seemed to get deeper instead of lighter as we came down. The road 
was along the side of a pretty little stream which we had to cross 
backwards and forwards ten times by little wooden bridges ; the men 
had some difficulty in making a road through the snow, and in places 
where there had been water-courses there were largo sheets of ice very 
trying for men with a maund weight on their backs ; in sovoral places 
little waterfalls had frozen, and there were large icicles twenty feet high. 
Some hours' marching brought us down into the Hah Valley, through 
some very lovely park-like scenery, and we encamped for the night on 
the banks of the beautiful River Hahchoo, at a place called Dorikha, 
a small plain with a commanding view up both sides of the valley ; a few 
miles from our halting-place we had joined the Sumchee and Dhona 
road, the route usually taken to the plains from Paro and Western 
Bootan. The road appeared to be a good deal used, and was in fair 
repair ; we met numbers of people going down to Sumchee, to which 
place the inhabitants of the II ah and Pafo Valleys seem to migrate with 
their flocks and herds in the winter, and from whence a large number 
of them are constantly employed in carrying up contributions of butter 
and other produce to the llill Forts, a duty which occupies some 
fourteon or fifteen days going and returning, and for which they receive 
no sort of remuneration. On the 12th we loft Dorikha, crossed the 
Hahchoo by a strong wooden bridge, and marched up a very lovely 
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valley along the banks of the river. The road was very good and 
perfectly level. We passed some fine villages ; the houses were good, 
strong, three-storied buildings, but many of them were in ruins, having 
been burnt in some of the internal broils by which the country is 
unceasingly disturbed ; others again had been abandoned, the owners 
having fled the country to escape oppression, and the rest were empty, 
the people having gone down to winter at Sumchee. These deserted 
villages had a most singular appearance ; there were ricks of straw, 
fir-leaves piled up for manure, large stacks of pine-logs cut for fuel, and 
immonse flocks of pigeons, but boyond these birds there was not a sign 
of life for many milos of the road. A Booteah, thanks to the cupidity of 
those under whom he lives, has no property except his homostead and a 
few cattle, and he can therefore afford to go about where he likes, and 
leave his home without fear of robbery. The scenery, as we advanced, 
became magnificent ; on all sides of us were snowy peaks ; immediately 
facing us were the high peaks of the Thibet Frontier, the sides of the 
valley were covered with grass dotted with groups of pines, the bed of 
the valley for about a quarter of a mile was perfectly flat, and in the 
centre of this little plain was the River Hahchoo, a very clear stream 
about sixty yards broad, creeping sluggishly along, and having a very 
different appearance to the boisterous roaring torrents we had hitherto 
crossed. The fields on both sides of the river were neatly fenced with 
stone walls, water was conducted over them by a system of small 
channels, the land was terraced and revotted with stones, each village 
had a good bridge across the river, and as we 
Hah. Tampion. neared Hah Tampien, the residence of a Jungpen, 

the villages were inhabited, and we saw large flocks of black sheep, 
yaks, and cattle grazing below the snow-line. The weather looked so 
threatening that I sent up to Captain Austen to toll him to come off the 
Pass at once, as I feared that he would be snowed up. We reached 
Hah Tampien early in the day, and were received by a large crowd of in- 
habitants of the neighbouring villages ; they were very unprepossessing, 
as indeed were all the people in the pine-forest tracts, for they keep up 
large fires night and day, and have no chimneys in their houses, and as 
they never wash their faces and bodies, have a thick deposit of pino soot on 
them which makes the features 'hard to distinguish. The Jungpen sent 
us down fire-wood, fodder, and some buck-wheat flour. The next day he 
came to call upon me ; ho was a very fine and well-mannered old man ; 
he gave us a hearty welcome, and brought with him his family ; his wife 
is a daughter of the Paro Penlow : they stayed a long time in our Camp* 
looking at such curiosities as we had with us, and he entreated me 
so earnestly to stay one day that I could not refuse him, especially 
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as I was anxious that Captain Austen should rejoin us here. The 
Paro Penlow’s wife, who was on a visit to her daughter, called and 
assured me that we should be received in a very friendly manner 
by her husband. On the night of the 13th heavy snow fell the 
whole night, and in the morning there were two feet of snow all 
over the Camp. At daybreak the Jungpen with his wife, children, and 
all his followers came down to see that we had not suffered from the 
cold ; they brought straw and fir-poles, and built huts for the Sepoys 
and our servants, and took off all the coolies and camp-followers to the 
village. The snow continued to fall day and night on the 15th and 
16th ; we could not move a yard from our tents. I was much relieved 
by Captain Austen’s return, as I had been very anxious about him. I 
sent men back several times with food for him, but I feared that the 
Pass might be closed that he could not get out, and that they could not 
reach him. Alarming rumours reached us through the villagers of some 
of the men with him having died of cold. It appears that he remained 
up for the first day of the snow, thinking that it was a local and 
temporary fall, and that it would clear up afterwards and enable him to 
continue his observations. Finding that it did not, he determined to 
come down ; the snow was in many places breast- deep, and as it was 
snowing hard the party got separated, and on reaching Dorikha in the 
valley four men were missing. Captain Austen sent back to find these 
men ; two of them were found dead on the top of the Pass, where they 
must have lay down to die shortly after starting ; the other two had 
been picked up by the ex- J ungpen of §angbe, who was passing along 
the road ; he had robbed the dead coolies, and had broken open the 
boxes carried by the two men who were saved ; we had much difficulty 
in getting the property back from him. The man himself lost several 
of his followers in the snow. On the 17th the weather cleared, but it 
was impossible to move in the deep snow, and the thermometer regis- 
tered 11. Close to our Camp was a modicinal spring resorted to by 
people affected with rheumatism and skin diseases ; the baths, as in 
Sikhim, were heated by throwing hot stones into the water. The Fort 
was a very pretty little four- storied building, covered as usual by a small 
outpost higher than itself, about eighty yards distant. One of the 
Soubah’s servants had not long before mutinied, and had taken posses- 
sion of the outpost and held it for a long time against his master. 
About two miles above the Fort is a very fine monastery, and in its 
immediate neighbourhood is a black temple dedicated to the tutelary 
deity of tho poisoners, one of the chief favorites in the Bootan pantheon. 
Some distance up the valley are several very fine villages. The people 
of this valley are the richest in Bootan ; they have the reputation of 
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being very lawless, and great robbers f tlie miserable Sepoys of the 
Fort dare not in consequence plunder them as they do others. They 
are, moreover, only a few miles from the Thibot Frontier, and if 
illtreated run across the Pass and are safe. We found them more civil, 
obliging, and less given to falsehood than the people of the country 
generally. I heard that a deputation from the Durbar was coming 
across the next Pass to stop me or to delay me. I knew that if they 
reached Hah before I did I should probably be kept here nearly a 
month, corresponding with and referring to tho Durbar, and I therefore 
determined to get across before they did, so that thore should then be 
no excuse for stopping me short of Pare. Once there I could ensure 
supplies and could ascertain personally the temper of the Paro Penlow, 
one of the two do facto rulers of Bootan. I said nothing of my inten- 
tion to the Hah Jungpen, but on the 19th, thinking that the two days 
of sun must have made some impression on the snow, I determined to 
start ; the information which we had received of < -tho Pass warranted our 
expecting that there would bo very littlo more snow there than where 
we were. At daybreak Captain Austen and Dr. Simpson started with 
Cheoboo Lama's servants and twenty strongmen sent, some days before, 
by the Sikhim Raja to accompany us ; they were to tread a path through 
the snow, and we were to follow later. The road to Paro was, we 
ascertained, only a few hours' journey, and making allowances for the 
delay caused by the snow we thought we wet^ quite safe in expecting to 
reach a village on tho other side of tho Pass by 3 o'clock. Some time 
after the advance guard had started I sent on the baggage and tents, 
and the Jungpen then perceived my intontion and hurried down with all 
his mon, and in a violont manner declared that I could not move, that 
he had orders to stop mo until men arrived from the Durbar. I asked 
him to show me his orders ; this he could not do. I then pointed out 
to him that half the Camp had gone on ; that Dr. Simpson was already 
half way to Paro ; and that, under such circumstances, I would no<f 
delay a moment longer. He was very angry, but was so far mollified 
by a present as to send guides and Sepoys to help us, on my promising 
not to mention hiij having given me assistance. The ascent of the 
Pass was very difficult ; the men as usual after a halt were lazy and 
weak, and at 3 o'clock I overtook the advance party, whose progress 
was of course far more difficult than ours had been, as we had followed 
in their path. The Pass was then apparently only half a mile distant ; 
the snow where wc wore was three feet deep, and we were assured that 
once across the Pass we should arrive at a village where we could 
shelter the whole party for the night. We therefore determined to 
push on. The snow, however, became deeper and deeper, varying from 
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three, to six, and cvon eight, feet; the horses and mules were continually 
siuking over their backs and delayed us much. At G o'clock we were 
on the top of the Pass, and thought that our difficulties were over. 
Dr. Simpson and Captain Austen went on with the advance guard. Captain 
Lance and I remained to see the roar guard over, as some of the 
coolies were trying to lie down and go to sleep ; several of them indeed 
had to be carried. The Pass itself was nearly clear of snow, and 
the men started for the village in high spirits, thinking that there was no 
snow on the other side. Hut we speedily found out our mistake, for as 
we advanced the snow became deeper and deeper; men and horses were 
continually sinking up to the neck, and since we were obliged to march 
single file, — as on one side of us was a steep bank and on the other a 
precipice, — it was almost impossible for one man to pass another ; every 
fallen horse or man therefore delayed the whole line, and our progress 
was scarcely perceptible*. Evening began to draw on whilst we were 
still on the Pass, and tlfb coolies became frightened and desponding, and 
many wanted # to be allowed to lie down aiid die. A halt would have 
involved the death of every man in Camp, for there was no going to the 
right or the left ; wo drove and encouraged the men on, but our progress 
was not more than a quarter of a mile an hour ; fortunately the weather 
was clear, and there was a bright moon. At about 11 o'clock at night 
we reached some forest, which afforded shelter from the wind, and the 
snow was loss deep in places ; the coolies were getting sick and faint, 
and I therefore gave them permission to bivouac in gangs of not less 
than twelve, with a Sirdar with each gang, who was to see that the men 
kept close together and that a fire was burning all night. I gave 
those who could do so permission to go on, leaving their loads piled 
under treos whonco they could be fetched the next morning. They 
readily took advantage of the permission, and we went on with 
greatly reduced numbers ; the horses and mules struggled through 
the snow in the most wonderful manner, sinking over their hocks at 
every step, constantly rolling on their backs and yet keeping up 
with us. The only accident was with one of my ponies, which, 
impatient of the delay, had loft the road near the Pass and went down 
the side of the mountain, where we were obliged to leave him with his 
load ; the road was continually lost in the dark, and we were delayed 
sometimes for throe-quarters of au hour whilst it was being tracod. Mid- 
night passed and still there was no trace of the village which we were 
told was just below the Pass. At one in the morning we heard the wel- 
come sound of a Thibet watch-dog baying, and reached. the village per- 
fectly exhausted, not having tasted food since nine the previous morn- 
ing, and having inarched through deep snow continuously for fifteen 
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hour*. W e soon procured skelter in some very good houses, and waited 
for daylight in much anxiety on account of the coolies who had remained 
behind. Wo found the village, on our arrival, occupied by the advance 
guard of the deputation sent from Paro to stop us. They had been up to 
try and force the Pass and reach us before we left llah, but had given in 
and turned back ; they went off with a groat noise on our arrival, steal- 
ing what they could in the confusion, and amongst other things taking 
off a Sepoy’s musket. When morning camo all the missing coolies came 
m ; not a man was sick, and not a single load lost. The indefatigable 
Dao Penjoo Kajee, the Interpreter of the Darjeeling Court, had even 
gone back to the Pass with a number of Sirdars, and by treading a cir- 
cuitous path through deop snow had rescued my abandoned pony. The 
height of the Cheulah Pass over which we had come was 1 2, 490 feet, and 
the village in which we were was 10,067 feet. Wo were told no less 
than live different names of the place, but I think we agreed that it was 
generally called Doomnakha or Chaugnaugna ; £lie snow was still some 
three feet deep here. Early in the morning the noise of £}io usual shrill 
clarionets and the shouts of Sepoys announced the approach^of some one 
of importance ; it turned out to be the deputation who were to have met 
ns at Hall ; they had been for seven days in a neighbouring monastery, 
thinking that we should bo kept safely at Hall by the snow ; they made 
themselves exceedingly offensive, ejecting many of our pooplo from the 
shelter they had taken in the houses ; their servants crowded round our 
baggage, and made a rush into the middle of it before the sentry had 
time to see what they were about, and carried off cooking utensils and 
everything they could find. On coming to me they delivered a letter 
from the Deb Raja, and told me that they were instructed to return with 
me to the Frontier for the purpose of re-arranging the Frontier bounda- 
ries, and of receiving charge again of the resumed Assam Dooars. After 
this our demands were to be inquired into, and if these Zinkaffs consi- 
dered it necessary, I was to be allowed to proceed to Poonakh and have 
an interview with the Deb and Dhurma Rajas. One of these men was 
exceedingly overbearing in liis language and manner, especially in liis 
demands regarding the surrender of the Assam Dooars ; the others were 
more reasonable, and on my distinctly declaring that 1 would have 
nothing to do with any question of the re-adjustment of boundaries, that 
1 would not return to the Frontier for the purposo of holding any inquiry, 
and that I would not enter into negociations of any description with in- 
ferior Officers, but would either proceed to Poonakh and deliver the 
Governor General’s letters to the Dhurma and Deb Rajas in accordance 
with my instructions, or return direct to Darjeeling, and report the un- 
willingness of the Government of Bootan to receive His Excellency’s 
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representative, they begged that I would proceed to Poonkah, and under- 
took to go forward and make proper arrangements for my reception. The 
letter from the Deb Raja, which they delivered, was of the usual negative 
and evasive character, saying, with reference to a previous threat of 
returning which I had held out, that 1 should not “ speak of going back to 
“ Darjeeling, as the Deb had never declined to jj^ceive me, but that it would 
“ be well to investigate complaints on the Frontier, and that the surplus 
“ collections of the Assam Dooars and of Ambaree Fallacottali ought to be 
“ paid to the Bootan Government” ; there was no mention whatever of 
the Zinkaffs who said they had been sent to treat with me, and there was 
nothing which could he construed into a refusal by the Durbar to allow 
mo to procood. It was clear to me that their policy was to compel me by 
passive resistance and by discouragement tojjctum to our own Territory, 
and then to say that they had been perfectly ready to receive me and 
settle all disputes amicably, but that I had returned without any suffi- 
cient pretext. The messengers returned to communicate the result of 
their interview to the Durbar, and to make arrangements, as they said, 
for the projM| reception of the representative of a powerful Government. 
Wo followed the next day, but were met on the road by Zinkaffs 
requesting us to halt a few miles from Paro, as tho Penlow was desirous 

of receiving me with great honor ; wc accordingly 

Pfiro< 

consented to hall for one day, and on the 2^nd of 
February wo went into Paro. The arrangements for our reception were 
certainly not such as to have made our detention for a day necessary ; no 
one was sent to receive us, or to show us where to encamp ; every place 
in which we proposed to pitch our tents was objected to ou tho score of 
its being sacred to some wood-sprite or river demon, or on some equally 
frivolous excuse, and we were kept standing on a sandy plain for more 
than two hours with a strong wind blowing up tho valley. At length 
some Officers came out of the Fort, and pointed out for our Camp one of 
tho very places which had been before refused to us, and a few oranges 
and pieces of Thibetan bread were presented on the part of the Penlow, 
but none of tho usual ceremonies of friendship were observed. 

33. Tho following day the ex- Paro Penlow and his step-son, the 
presont Penlow, sent for Cheobuo Lama, and commenced by threatening 
him and asking what ho mcaul by daring to bring Englishmen into the 
country ; after some conversation, however, they changed their tone, and 
said that they believed that much good would result from the Mission, 
but that the Durbar had positively prohibited them from allowing us to 
proceed ; but that if we could wait where wc were pending a reference' 
to the Durbar, which would take only four days, we should be made 
comfortable and should be treated with respect ; they added that there 
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was no object in our going on to Poonakh ; that the Deti had no autho- 
rity ; and that the Penlow was the rulor of West Boo tan, and was the 
proper Officer to treat with. I declined to open any negociations with any 
one but the supreme Authority, whether real or nominal, but agreed to 
remain four days pending a reference. Whilst, however, professing 
friendship, the conduct of Jihe two Penlows and their Amla was at first 
far from friendly. No notice was taken of us ; wo were stopped when- 
ever we went out, and told that we must stay in Camp till further orders, 
and were treated with insolence when we declined to do so ; their Sepoys 
crowded round us, stealing everything they could lay hands on, jeer- 
ing our coolies and followers, calling them slaves, and drawing their 
knives on them on the slightest rejoinder being made. Our servants 
wore fined for going about^vitli their heads covered ; fruitless attempts 
were made to make us dismount from our ponies whenever wo came 
noar the residence of the Police Darogah, and all villagers were punished 
who sold us provisions or had any communication with our Camp. 
This discourtesy was at length carried to such an extremity as nearly 
to bring about an open rupture with the Penlow, cspecially^j&s I found 
that the messengers from the Durbar, who had promised to go back and 
return with permission for me to proceed within four days from my 
arrival at Paro, had never even started. 1 sent to the Penlow and told 
him that T would no longer brook such treatment, and that, unless ho 
choso to adopt a very different course of action towards me, I should 
either go on to Poonakh without waiting for any further communication, 
or return at once to Darjeeling, and that the responsibility of determin- 
ing which course of action I should pursue must rest with him. This 
produced a change of conduct ; the letter and messengors were forth- 
with dispatched to Poonakh, the Penlow asked for an interview, and 
stated that the unfriendly courso adopted was attributable to his step- 
father, the ox-Ponlow, who, howovor, had no right to exercise any 
authority, having voluntarily abdicated; and that henceforth the 
ex-Penlow should not be allowed to interfere. Much of this was, as it 
afterwards turned out, positively false, and was a mere subterfuge adopted 
for the purpose of getting out of a false position. The annoyances to 
which we had been oxposed now materially decreased, and after a few 
days the ex-Penlow asked us to go to see him, which we did, and wore 
recoived in a friendly manner. It was clear to us at once, however, that 
the ox-Penlow's abdication was a mere political expedient resorted to 
(luring tlie late disturbances, that all the power was still exercised 
by him, and that the reigning Penlow was a puppet. After the first 
interview the cx-Penlow was very attentive and civil; he asked to soo 
some of us eveiy day, and gave us much information regarding the 
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Durbar ; lie explained to us that, though for the sake of appearance 
they had, daring the period of our' visit t<? tho country, suspended 
hostilities, he did not admit the authority of the present Government ; 
he explained that tho ex-Deb had been forcibly dethroned by thc ( 
Tongso Penlow, and that all authority had in fact been usurped by 
that Officer; that tho Deb and Dhurma Rajas were puppets; and 
that the Amla were none of them men of any ability or position, 
and wore quite incapable of coping with the Tongso Penlow, who was 
filling up all the places about the Court with his own creatures. He 
further informed us that the Tongso Penlow’s confidential advisor was a 
Hindustanee who represented himself to be a King,* and had come after 
the Mutiny with a number of papers purporting to bear the seals of tho 
“ Kings of Delhi, Lahore, and Nepaul” and, others, and had proposed 
to tho Bootanosc to join a general war for the purpose of driving the 
English from India ; but that his overtures had then been declined, 
chiefly owing to tho advice of the Paro Ponlow himself, who had pointed 
out the danger of staking all on the word of a single man of whom they 
know notl^pg: ho had subsequently joined the Darlingcote Soubah 
during his late rebellion against tho Paro Penlow, had boon taken pri- 
soner and confined at Paro, but had lately escaped and had been 
received with great honor by tho Tongso Penlow. Tie bogged that we 
would bear in mind that, whatever might happen, ho was in no way 
responsible for anything that tho Durbar did, and added that he^liad 
himself refused to stop our progress by force, and that if the Govern- 
ment attempted to use violence towards us lie would render us every 
assistance, lie gave ns permission to go about as we liked, but the 
first day we availod ourselves of this permission Dr. Simpson and I were 
waylaid by a local Officer, our ponies wore seized and an attempt was 
made to make us prisoners, and we were compelled to effect our release 
by force, as night was coining on and wo wore eight miles distant from 
Paro. On our complaining of this act we were merely told that the 
man was of a violent temper, and that he would not obey the Penlow’s 
orders. The Fort of Paro is a very striking building, and far surpassed 
the expectation we had formed from anything we had heard of Booteali 
architecture. It is a large rectangular building surrounding a hollow 
square, in the centro of which is a high tower of some seven stories sur- 
mounted by a large copper cupola. Tho outer building has five stories, 
three of which are habitable; the two lower stories being used as grana- 
ries and stores arc lighted with small loopholos, whilst the upper stories 
are lighted with largo windows, opening in most cases into comfortable 
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verandahs. The entrance to the Fort is on the East side by a little bridge 
over a narrow ditch ; the* atoway is handsoino, and tho building above 
it much highor than the rest of the outer square ; it is ornamented and 
jmiuled, and has a nnmbor of well -executed inscriptions engraved on 
stone and iron, some of them gilt. At the gateway are a row of cages 
in which are kept four enormous Thibetan mastiffs. These beautiful 
Paro Fort animals are very ferocious ; they are never taken 

out of tlicir cages ; they aro said, however, to be 
less dangerous than thoy otherwise would be, from their overlapping 
jowls, which prevent thoir using their tooth as freely as ordinary dogs. 
The Tfrrst thiug which catches tho eye on entering the Fort is a hugo 
praying cylinder, some ten feet high, turned by a crank ; a catch is so 
arranged that at each turn a bell is rung. The gate of tho Fori is linod 
with light iron-plates. On entering the court you are surprised to find 
yoursolf at once on the third story, for the Fort is built on a rock, 
which is overlapped by tho lower stories and firms the ground- base of 
the court-yard and centre towers. It would bo necossary to bear in 
mind, in tho event of our having at any future time to attack the Fort, 
that shot directed anywhere lower than the verandahs would not find 
its way into the court, but would go through the store-rooms and bo 
stopped by the rock. After passing through a dark passage which 
turns first to the left and then to the right, a large woll-pavcd and 
scrupulously clean court-yard is reached ; the first set of rooms on the 
left is devoted nominally to the relatives of the ladies of the palace, in 
reality I believe to tho ladies themselves, who however are constructively 
supposed to live outside the Fort in accordance with tho theory that all 
in authority are under obligation of perpetual celibacy. Beyond these 
rooms is a second small gateway, and the first set of rooms on the 
left-hand belong to the ex- Paro Peulow; they aro reached by a very 
slippery and stoop staircase, opening into a long open vestibule, in 
which his followers lounge; this leads into a largo hall in which his 
Sepoys mess, and in which one of his Amla is always in waiting. 
Beyond tho hall is the Penlow’s state-room ; it is somewhat 
low, but of great size and really very striking, for the Bootanese have 
derived from their intercourse with Thibet and China in old days very 
considerable taste in decoration. Tho beams are richly painted in blue, 
orange, and gold, tho Chinese dragon being tho most favorite device ; 
the roof is supported by a series of carved arches, and all round the 
room and on the arches are suspended bows, quivers, polished iron hel- 
mets, swords, matchlocks, coats of mail, Chineso lanthoms, flags, and 
silk scarves consecrated by the Grand Lama* of Thibet, arranged 
with the most perfect taste. The Penlow usually lounges away the day 
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on a little platform built into the recess of a large bow-wiudow, which 
commands a magnificent view down the valley. On the occasion of our 
visits a vase of burning scented wood was always placed before him on 
our first entry, the great ambition of the Chieftains in all these Buddhist . 
countries being to keep up a sort of dreamy mysticism around them. But 
though the ex-Penlow managed that we should only have a silent and 
hazy interview in a cloud of smoke, on our first visit, he was of a far 
too cordial and inquiring disposition to keep up these ceremonies longer 
than was necessary. On future occasions he dispensed with all cere- 
mony, turned all his people out of tlio room, and talked in the most 
unreserved manner, refreshing himself the while with the most copious 
draughts of chony, a very fair substitute for whiskey, distilled from 
barley and rice mixed. The ex-Penlow must be now over sixty, and is 
physically completely worn out with debauchery of every description. 
We found that after two o’clock in the day he was, like most of the 
men in authority in Boofcan, seldom in a state to be seen, but he is by 
far the most intelligent man we met with in the country, and after tlio 
first misunderstanding he treated us with the greatest friendship and 
kindness. He was to all intents and purposes in rebellion against the 
existing Government, being a supporter of the ex-Deb, who had been 
dethroned by the Tongso Penlovv. He described the unscrupulous 
character of the Amla, especially of the Tongso Penlow, with the 
greatest fidelity and unreserve. We saw quite enough of him, however, 
to see he would not allow any sense of right or wrong to stand in the 
way of his own interests, and ho had tlio reputation of having done as 
much violence and wrong in his day as his neighbours. Though intelli- 
gent as compared with the rest of the Amla and Chieftains, ho was a 
singularly childish old man, and would amuse himself for hours with a 
mechanical toy or musical box. lie was less importunate in his requests 
than the other Chiefs, but ho entreated us to give him a musical box, 
or anything else we had to give, before going to the Durbar, as lie 
assured us that the Amla would by guile or violence obtain possession of 
everything we possessed. Like all his countrymen he was absolutely 
without shame, and his conversation was marked by an absenco of 
modesty and an amount of indecency which would have disgraced the 
most uncivilized barbarian in the world. Tho ex-Penlow’s favorite 
daughter, whom I have before alluded to as wife of the Jungpen of 
Hah, came to Paro shortly after our arrival, and was generally present 
at his interviews with us, and seemed to have considerable influence over 
him. This was the only instance we ever met of a woman being treated 
with the slightest respect or consideration in Bootan. The Penlow de 
jure was a very different stamp of man. He was the son of a previous 
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Penlow of Paro, to whom the old ex-Penlow had been chief Officer, and 
on whose death tho old man had succeeded to the office, and had as 
usual succeeded to the wife also, and adopted the children. The young 
man was through his real father related to the Angdu-Forung Jungpen 
and other leading Amla, and when therefore the old Penlow was press- 
ed hard during the late rebellion he endeavoured to save his position by 
nominally abdicating in favor of his step-son, trusting that the boy's 
connections would save Paro from attack. The real authority remained 
in tho old man's hands, but all the dignity of the office was assumed by 
the young Penlow, and the state-rooms of the Palace, the central tower 
in the middlo of the quadrangle, were occupied by him. These rooms 
were reached by some four or five flights of stocp, polished, dark, stairs; 
the young Penlow always sat on a sort of platform in tho window, sur- 
rounded by burning incense, Chinese scarves, &c., but his rooms were 
not to be compared with those of the old ex-Pcnlow. He neither has as 
many nor as good arms and accoutrements. Ho scarcely spoke in tho 
presence of tho Amla, and such remarks as lie made were of the most 
childish nature; he generally ended by bogging for everything we had, 
even to our clothes. Contrary to the usual practice of the dignitaries 
of tho country, lie used to go out occasionally for a walk ; lie was 
always preceded by clarionets, and went about half a mile from the 
Fort, and sat down while a rough hut of fir boughs was built over him 
by his attendants ; he always sent for us on these occasions to see what 
he could get cut of us, and the interviews generally ended by his making 
demands for presents, and on our refusing them, walking off in a huff. 
He was hated by the Amla, and it is generally known that the moment 
the old man dies this youth will he removed from office by the chief 
Officer, or Zimpen, an intelligent good sort of man, who according to 
routine should have been appointed to the office when the ex-Penlow 
abdicated. The walls of the Fort are very thick, built of rubble stone, 
and gradually sloping from the base to the top. If the frame-work of 
the windows was knocked away, the building would quickly crumble to 
pieces. There are in the Fort about 250 Sepoys; tho garrison nomi- 
nally is 400, these men, however, are nothing more than villagers. 
Each village has to send a certain number of men, who are bound to 
serve seven years, and can only escape this servitude by purchasing their 
discharge for Rupees 70. In point of fact they never wish for their 
discharge, for though they receive no pay, they have food and clothing 
for nothing, and a general license to plunder and extort from the rest of 
the inhabitants of the country. The whole of the cultivators of Bootan 
are employed in the support and maintenance of these bands of idle and 
insolent ruffians, and of the still more idle Lamas. The insolence of the 
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Sepoys is, as a rule, beyond all conception ; but there are some excep- 
tions, and we had attached to our Camp on several occasions two or 
three quiet intelligent men who abused their employers in hearty terms, 
and gave us much information about the country, expressing a strong 
hope that we should take it. Tho ordinary arms of the Sepoys are long 
knives in handsome scabbards ; these belong to the State, and are made 
at Paro, their workmanship is really very creditable, many of them 
have silver scabbards, the hilt is generally covered with the skin of a 
large lizard which is brought from Thibet. The men have no know- 
ledge of any drill even of the rudest description, very few of them know 
the use of their own fire-arms, and they would be called by us Chup- 
prassies rather than Sepoys. They are employed in repairing and 
building the Forts, embanking rivers, &c., and in this respect their 
work is really very creditable. Paro was the only place whero there was 
any attempt at order and cleanliness, and some of the stone embank- 
ments of the river, especially the revetments of the bridge, were admi- 
rably executed. The bridge itself is a handsome structure, made of 
large pine beams built into either bank, and projected one over the 
other till a sufficiently narrow space is obtained to admit of a platform. 
The entrances to the bridge are paved with large slabs of stone ; at each 
end is a large, strongly built, stone tower in which a guard remains at 
night under the warder of the bridge. Tho bridge is very neatly boarded 
with deal planks, and about fifteen yards is a wooden arch, handsomely 
painted, and covered with the mystic sentence ; thoso arches support a 
woodon roof. The gates are lined with iron plates and studded with 
nails, and the thresholds are also neatly covered with iron ; tho road 
from the bridge to the Fort is paved throughout, and about half way 
is a flag beyond which no one is allowed to go on horseback ; no 
exception is made even in favor of the Penlow himself. The W est 
side of the quadrangle is formed by the monastery, in which are 
about seventy monks ; they seem to be treated with little respect, and 
to have little influence. Tho only use to which we saw them put was 
playing the band at the annual races of Paro. These men obtain 
food and clothing gratis, and do absolutely nothing but repeat the 
sacred sentence. Above tho Palace are six smaller Forts, intended 
to act as outposts, but they really command the Fort most completely. 
Any force in possession of these Forts would have the Palace completely 
at its mercy. One of them is a curious building formed of two semi- 
circles, one large and the other small, built up one against the other 
for about five stories high. The Booteahs are so well aware that these 
Forts command the Palace, that they will not trust any of their own 
Officers to live in them. It is said that^ the present ex-Penlow, some 
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years ago, when Zimpeu or chief Officer, mutinied against the then 
Penlow, and ta&ng possession of the round towers, stoned his master 
into compliance with his wishes. The name of the round tower is 
Tahjung (Upper Fort) ; next to that is the Donamojung (Black Fort) ; 
then Tukchung (Small Pickaxe Fort) ; then down again to the South is 
Gyanslah Jung (New Monastery Fort) ; the two upper ones, which are 
some way up the hill-side, are Soorijung (the Side Fort) and Pheeboer- 
jung, called after the hamlet of Pheebeer in which it is situated. Below 
the Fort across the river lies what has once been a very pretty garden ; 
it is now used as a play-ground for the Sepoys and Lamas ; it is full of 
pear-trees, and has one of the finest specimens of the Cupresms 
funobris we mot with. There was a good stone water-mill in the 
gardon. Immediately opposite the garden is a little temple dedicated 
to the tutelary deity of the poisoners. These temples are always 
painted dark -blue. The Palace is white- washed, and has a broad 
band of red-oclire, near the top of the wall,' which has a very good 
effect. 

34. About a quarter ot a mile from the Fort are tho town and 
market-place. The town has about thirty, good, three-storied, stono 
houses. The market-place is a large, open, stony square near tho river. 
Every evening some two or three hundred people collect here, but as far 
as we could see they never had anything to sell except walnuts, pears, 
and radishes ; in tho centre of the square is a little ornamented building 
in which a Police Darogah, or Tompen, sits at market time to prevent 
fights. No ono is allowed to enter the market-place with tho head 
covered or on horseback, and we had several misunderstandings with the 
Darogah because wc refused to dismount. Near the market-place on 
the Phagri (Thibet) Road is a curious old gateway, the walls and ceiling 
of which are covered with very fair Chinese frescoes, evidently dono many 
years ago, and tho roof is covered with bells exactly like those on Bur- 
mese pagodas. The road to Phagri (Phariagong), a largo commercial 
town in Thibet, is up the Valley of the Pachoo to the North-East of the 
Fort ; it is a perfectly level, grassy road up to the Pass below Chooma- 
lari. The distance occupies a laden porter two days, and the road is 
oasy for pack cattle throughout. It was by this road that Turner entere<f 
Thibet. Paro from its situation should be one of the largest cities in the 
East ; situated in a perfectly level plain, easy of access from the low 
country, surrounded by land capable of producing great quantities of 
wheat and rice, only two easy marches by an excellent road from one of 
the chief marts in Thibet, it ought to be the entrep6t of the trade of 
Thibet, Tartary, China, and India. It should be full of depfits of broad- 
cloth, cotton-goods, cutlery, rice, corals, tea, spices, kincobs, leather, and 
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miscellaneous articles of European manufacture brought there to be 
exchanged for rock-salt, musk, gold-dust, borax, and silk, but under its 
present rulers not a Thibetan ever ventures to cross the Frontier, and 
there is not only no trade but no communication between Thibet and 
Paro. On the Thibet Road, about seven miles from Paro, is the Fort of 
Dakya Jung, which is intended to act as a defence against invasion from 
the Thibet side. The lower and level portion of the valley is richly 
cultivated with rice, which is procurable in considerable quantities at 
about two Rupees a maund ; the higher portion of the valley grows a 
very fine, full-grained wheat and barloy. We rode on one occasion down 
the valley some ten miles, nearly to where the Parchoo joins the Thim- 
poo, or Tchinchoo River, along the bank of which is the Buxa Dooar route, 
taken by Pemberton and Turner; the Paro Valloy is a perfectly level 
plain : to this point, the road was an excellent unmade grass ride along 
the river banks, with an avenue of weeping willows ; both sides of the 
river aro well studded vfith pretty villages, and their unusually pros- 
perous look was, we found, attributable to the fact that they belonged to 
the Sepoys and Officials of the Fort ; we ascertained that every evening 
tho wliolo of the garrison of the Fort was allowed to leave and remain 
in their own homes for the night ; many of them wore on a sort of 
furlough and were permitted to remain in the villages for months toge- 
ther, and during harvest and seed-time the men are nearly all absent at 
their little farms. There must have been some GOO or 700 houses in the 
Valloy, all of three and four stories. Cattle wore numerous, and the 
people seemed, compared with tho rest of the Bootanese, tolerably con- 
tented. Just above the Palace the Parchoo is joinod by another stream, 
which comes from a little valley to the North, and, if not carefully 
attended to, these two, when combined, would speedily destroy the whole 
valley. But in controlling the action of these rivers the Bootanese show 
greater foresight, ingenuity, and public spirit than is usual with Orientals. 
Tho whole courso of the liver is carofully embanked, and, where neces- 
sary, revetted. Tho embankment at Paro is composed chiefly of large 
boulders thrown up to a great height and thickness ; in places whero the 
force of tho current is too strong for tho resistance of these loose stones, 
^ a clever contrivance is resorted to for the purpose of keeping them 
’together ; a large rough frame of pine logs, about forty feet square, is 
buried in the ground and filled in with stones and earth. In the Hah 
Valley this kind of fascine embankment was carried on for nearly a mile. 
The embankment of the rivers is effected chiefly by the Sepoys ; and at 
Paro on our return we saw some two hundred of them at work, repairing 
broaches in anticipation of the coming rains. Indeed they seem to be a 
good deal made use of in works of this kind, for during our stay they 
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were several times taken up in large gangs to bring down huge slabs of 
stone from the mountain side for the purpose of grinding powder on. 
These slabs were placed on sleighs and run down the hill side ; when on 
the level, wheels are attached to the sleighs ; in this way these people 
manage to move enormous stones, and many of the smaller bridges are 
made of single long pieces of stone. 

35. The soil about Paro is charged with iron to a singular extent ; 

Iron at Paro by placing a magnet down on the ground any- 

where in the valley it was at once covered with a 

kind of metallic iron dust ; by collecting a heap of sand and working it 
with the magnet a very large percentage of iron was separated from the 
sand. The whole hill sides above were yellow, and were apparently full 
of iron ; one hill in particular was called “ Chakolah” or Iron Moun- 
tain. There is an iron mine about two days* journey from Paro, and the 
Booteahs declared that they obtained lead from the same mine, but in 
very small quantities. It is certain that thfey do obtain lead to a 
small extent in the country, but that their supply is not equal to their 
demand is clear from the fact that they are always endeavouring to 
buy lead from our Territory. The powder was a miserable produc- 
tion ; they got us to try some they had just made, which was a pretty 
fair specimen of Native powder, but the powder made some time before 
was perfectly useless ; it was neither milled nor glazed, and was of course 
destroyed by very slight exposure to damp. Their saltpetre is gene- 
rated from animal matter ; the sulphur they obtain in small quantities* 
from tho plains ; the burning of charcoal they thoroughly understand, 
and it seems to be used in large quantities at Paro for their iron 
manufacture. 

36. The tops of the mountain ridges all around Paro are dotted 
with monasteries. On tho Eastern range is the celebrated Monastery of 
Dong&lah ; it is said to have a number of good frescoes on ita walls by 
Thibetan artists. During our stay at Paro the mountain on which it is 
situated was one mass of snow, and we could not therefore visit it. 
Close to Paro, on the Western side of the valley, is Gorikha ; the 
monastery is small, but it is much venerated by the people. Above this 
monastery is a large, level, grass plateau about 9,000 feet high, with a * 
magnificent view of the Thibetan snowy range and immediately fronted ‘ 
by the splendid cone-shapped Chumularhi, a sacred mountain in Thibet, 
23,944 feet high, which is visible from Bhaugulpore and other stations 
hundreds of miles away in the plains. The plateau under any Govern- 
ment but that of Bootan would be used as the summer palace of Paro, 
and as summer quarters for Troops, for though Paro is 7,741 feet high, 
higher indeed than any of our sanatoria, the sun has great power 
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there, notwithstanding the strong breeze which blows up the valley 
regularly from 10 A. m. to 5 p. m. On a high bleak hill on the North 
of the Paro Valley is a place of pilgrimage held in much esteem by 
the Buddhists, the Temple and Monastery of Tuckshung (the Tiger's 
Cave). It is cut out of, and built into, the rock, and overhangs a 
fearful precipice. The venerated Goraknath is said to have visited 
the spot, ejected the tigers, and resided here : the marks of his hands 
and feet are pointed out on the rocks. Cheeboo Lama and nearly 
all the Sikhimese were highly delighted at the opportunity afforded 
them of visiting this celebrated place, and some of our Sirdars spent all 
their money in tho purchase of butter to burn in votive lamps. Those 
with barren wives who desired heirs anticipated tho most beneficial 
results from their pilgrimage to the shrine. 

37. Towards the close of our stay at Paro the annual festival 

Paro Races began. Wc had been so long delayed that we 

could not stay to see the chief fete ; the old Pen- 
low, however, was most anxious that wc should do so, and, though he 
had at first been strongly opposed to sketching and photography, he 
told us that if we would stay we might bring the camera up into the 
Palace and photograph the whole scene, and he even offered to dress 
himself in armour and have his picture taken with all his men around 
him. We were most anxious to get on and to get back again before the 
setting in of the rains, and we could not therefore delay, though we saw 
the races. These had very little in common with horse-racing accord- 
ing to the English notions. A long string of ponies was brought out, 
each being ornamented with ribbons and coloured streamers, mounted 
by men with very little clothing on except a long coloured scarf ^hanging 
from the head. In front of the riders was the Talx-ycn, or Master of 
the Horse. It is curious that this functionary, who is a high Officer of 
the Court, should have a title so precisely similar to one of our own 
Court Officials, but Master of the Horse is a literal translation of his 
title {tahy a horse, pen, a master). On arriving at the starting-post all 
the riders dismounted ; Sepoys armed with long whips rushed amongst 
the crowd, and cleared a road with great brutality and violence. At a 
given signal the ponies were one by one flogged by a number of men 
with whips into a gallop ; the riders had to run holding on by the mane 
until the pony was well off, and then had to vault up to their seats. 
Many showed considerable dexterity, vaulting backwards and forwards 
over the ponies whilst at a gallop, lying down full length on the ponies* 
backs. No saddles or pads of any sori were used. The ponies were 
started one after the other, and there was no attempt at testing their 
speed ; the skill of the riders alone was on trial, After going a certain 
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distance they all halted, and were started again in the same manner ; 
some six different starts must have been made before the course was 
completed. At the end of the course the riders were all entertained at 
the expense of the Penlow, and they then went back to the Palace in the 
same manner. The Tah-pen was lifted off and on to his horse on each 
occasion with a great parade, for it is contrary to Booteah notions of 
dignity for a man to mount and dismount from his horse himself. 

38. After waiting for sixteen days at Paro without any communi- 
cation from the Durbar, though a letter could 
have been received with ease in two days, I told 
the Penlow that I would either return to Darjeeling or go to Poonakh 
without waiting any longer for a reply. He would not hear of my re- 
turning : he said that I had been treated with inexcusable neglect, but 
that he expected nothing better of the Durbar under such Amla as were 
now in power, and that there was no accounting for anything they di(f. 
He thought that if I once reached the Durbar till would be right, and 
he withdrew all objection to my going on, gave me guides, promised to 
arrange for sending on our letters regularly, and on the 10th March we 
left Paro. We crossed over the bridge and stopped, in passing, to take 
leave of the old Penlow, who was very friendly in his manner, and 
warned us to keep a constant look out on the Durbar as it was composed 
of treacherous and ignorant men. It came to our knowledge afterwards 
that a proposal had come over to the old man to seize Checboo and 
confine him, allowing us to return to the plains ; he had positively 
refused to give any assistance to such a project, and had replied that he 
would forbid us to go on if the Durbar would send a written order to 
this effect, otherwise he could not interfere with us, but that he would 
have nothing to do with treachery towards us. The Durbar would not, 
however, take on itself the responsibility of giving the order for our 
return. After leaving the Palace the ascent was very steep by a fair road 
winding amongst the outer Forts ; from some of these Forts we could 
see down into the Palace quadrangle ; they all entirely command the 
Palace, and by going round by the river side to the North of the Palace, 
these Forts could be reached by a force with guns without any diffi- 
culty, as the country is open and the slope very gradual. At the top of 
the pass is a Fort called the Bieylah Jung (11,164 feet) with a gar- 
rison of a few coolies ; there was little snow on the pass. The de- 
scent on the other side was very gradual, through smooth grass and 
scattered pine forest filled with game of all sorts. After a march of eight 
or nine miles wc reached Pemethong (8,499 feet) at the base of a val- 
ley, and encamped in a fine open flat under the village ; there is a small 
empty Fort here, a few houses, and a Monastery without Lamas, On 
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the encamping ground was a large praying cylinder turned by water and 
a good sized mendong covered with inscriptions. Many of the inhabi- 
tants of Pemethong wcjp Bengalees captured as slaves many years ago, 
and with but a very faint notion of the part of the country from which 
they were taken. They apparently were mostly Natives of Cooch Beliar. 
Whilst encamped here messengers arrived from the Durbar ; the news 
of my intended departure from Paro had evidently reached Poonakh, 
and had at length made them send a reply which ought to have reached 
me fourteen days before. The messengers, who were some of the same 
men who had met us before, said that the orders of the Deb Raja were 
that I should at once return with them to Paro, and if after hearing all 
I had to say they thought it necessary, Officers of higher rank would 
be sent there to treat with me. On examining them, however, I found 
that there was not in fact any real idea of sending any Officers to treat ; 
that these messengers themselves had neither instructions nor autho- 
rity ; and that the ofcject of their deputation was simply to endeavour 
to wear out my patience by delays and obstacles, and induce me to 
return. I told them that if they w r ould state to me distinctly, on be- 
half of the Deb Raja, that he declined to permit me to go to Poonakh, 
or to receive me, ] would return to Paro and start at once from that 
place for Darjeeling, and I explained to them what the consequences 
would be of my returning under such circumstances. They said that 
the Durbar had never refused to receive me, or authorized them to 
decline to let me go on, and that if therefore I would not return to 
Paro, and remain there with them till some course of action was deter- 
mined on by the Government, I had better go on. I asked them to 
return with me to Poonakh, or to go forward and explain what I told 
them. This, however, they positively refused to do, as they had received 
orders to go to Paro and must obey them ; I afterwards ascertained that, 
to punish the Penlow for having allowed us to enter his Territory, these 
men had been furnished with an order on him for a sum of money, for 
though the Durbar would not take upon themselves the responsibility of 
refusing to receive me, they systematically punished all their local Officers 
for not turning me back by force. From Pemethong there arc two 
routes, one straight across the valley, and over the crest on the opposite 
side, to Tassishujung, tho winter Palace of the Rajas, which is about ton 
miles distant from Pemethong — the route followed by Turner in his 
embassy to the Grand Lama. The other road which we took was down 
the bank of the little River Tukchoo, which flows along the valley ; the 
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road was perfectly level till wc came to the junc- 
tion of the river with the large River Tchinchoo, 


or, as it is here locally called, Wangchoo, after the village of Wangka. 
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We here joined the Buxa Dooar Road, the route of Turner and Pem- 
berton, which runs along the Valley of the Tchinchoo — the name by 
which it was known to the Officers of these Missions, but which seems 
now to have fallen into disuse, for we generally found that the river was 
called Thimpoo, taking its name from the district of Thimpoo, the chief 
town of which is Tassisliujung, under the Palace of which place the 
river flows. We took i$fugc from a storm in the village of Wangka ; 
not a single inhabitant was to be seen in it. We found that the private 
residence of the Paro Penlow was here, but there was nothing to dis- 
tinguish the house from any of those around it. All the houses in the 
valley are singularly good. We halted at Clialamafee, a large village 
situated where the two roads to Poonakh and Tassisliujung meet. The 
latter Palace is only two miles from this village, and the Forts could 
be seen from a little distance from the Camp. Our tents were pitched 
under two splendid cypress trees, the stem of one of which was six 
spans round. The village was full, of Bengallcc ‘slaves ; many of them 
had been born in slavery ; others were carried off in early youth, and 
were ignorant of their own homes. Every village we now came across 
had a number of Bcngallee inhabitants, and gangs of them were to be 
found in the forests hewing wood and collecting pine leaves for manure 
for their owners. All the people captured from our Territory are evi- 
dently sent up to the Durbar, where they arc distributed as presents 
amongst the followers of the Amla. Shortly after we started, the next 
morning, we came to the little Fort of Simtoka, which is oeeuined as a 
residence by the ex- Deb, who had been removed from power during the 
late revolution. He was residing in perfect retirement, and seemed to 
have scarcely a servant with him. Cheeboo Lama offered to call on 
him, but he declined, saying that he had no power to assist us, and the 
mere fact of our holding any communication with him might excite the 
suspicion of the Durbar against us. Our march was along the banks of 
a little stream, through a narrow valley, with a tolerably clean pine 
forest on either side ; the ascent to the Dokiew Lah Pass, 10,019 feet, 
was scarcely perceptible. At the top of the Pass are the ruins of an 
old Fort, and there were chortens* and a mendong.f The view from 
this place was magnificent. The whole of the Poonakh Valley and an 
enormous extent of the Thibetan snowy range immediately faced us. 
At the highest peak of the pass was the usual lapeha or cairn of stone 
supporting Buddhist flags, and a few yards down was a little hollow 
indentation which the Booteahs regard with veneration as the mark of 
the hoofs of the horse of Farchoo Doopgein Shepoo, the second Dhurma 


* Obelisks. 


t A wall with sacred inscriptions carved on it. 
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Raja, whose Incarnation is still supposed to rule over Bootan. We 
halted for the night just above the village of Telagong, a place chiefly 
inhabited by gylongs, or monks, who had, as usual, taken great care 
of themselves : they had built excellent houses, many of which were 
ornamented with carved deal and were coloured ; the village was 
surrounded with really fine cultivation, mustard, barley, wheat, chillies, 
and excellent turnips. From this place to Poonakh was but a short 
march, and on the 15th of March we descended a valley passing the 
Telagong Fort, which appeared to have not a single resident in it. 
After crossing a little river by a wooden bridge, we again ascended for 
a short distance the opposite side of the valley ; from this to Poonakh 
was nearly level, the road was very good, but we were now down at 
about 5,000 feet ; the country was perfectly open, there was not a tree 
near the road-side, and the heat was therefore most oppressive. Close 
as we were to the Durl^ir, and though we had sent on several messen- 
gers to report our arrival, no notice of any sort was taken of us until 
we arrived within sight of the Palace, when a message was sent by a 
Sepoy to say we could not be allowed to approach 
by the road which passed under the Palace gates, 
but must go down the side of the hill and enter our encamping ground 
by a back road. I determined that the Durbar should have no excuse 
from any act of mine for picking a quarrel, and turned off by the route 
indicated, though it was so precipitous that we had very great difficulty 
in making the descent. The insolence with which we were treated at 
Poonakh by the Amla, their assumed willingness to accept the terms 
offered them by the Government of India, tlieir subsequent refusal to 
have anything to say to those terms, their threats to confine me in the 
Fort unless I signed an agreement to return to them the attached 
Assam Dooars for which wc had regularly paid them revenue, their with- 
holding supplies, their attempt to seize and detain Cheeboo Lama, and the 
difficulty which we had in getting away from Poonakh by forced night 
marches to Paro, even after complying with tlieir demands under protest, 
have been fully detailed in my confidential Report No. 45, dated the 21st 
April last, and need not be repeated here, but it may be well that I 
.should give some description of the place. The Palace and Fort 
Poonakh is situated on a sandy, stony delta formed by the meeting of 
the Rivers Matchoo (Mother River) and Patehoo (Father River) which 
after their union flow down to the Berhampooter under the name of 
Patchoo-Matchoo. Both these rivers are deep and somewhat swift ; 
the Matchoo comes down from the foot of the snowy peaks of Ghassa ; 
the Patehoo has a more Easternly origin. The Palace is built on the 
regular standard plan, a rectangle enclosing a court-yard, in the centre 
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of which is a six-storied tower. The building is not to be compared 
with Paro ; it is a shabby, straggling, mean, tumble-down -pile, very 
dirty and ill-kept. We were encamped on the South of the Palace, 
and in that portion of it immediately fronting us was the residence of 
the Lamas; there were generally reported to be 2,000 in the Monastery, 
and Schlagintweit endorses this statement, which has no origin 
except in the bare-faced exaggeration which is one of the chief charac- 
teristics of the Bootancse. Wc had several opportunities of counting 
tife Lamas when they all went out of the Palace to walk in procession 
and bathe, and wc found that there were only 275. On the West side 
of the Palace, raised above the other buildings, is the residence of the 
Deb ; in the centre tower lives the Dhurma Baja ; on the East lived the 
Tongso Penlow temporarily, the Governor of the Fort, and other Ami a. 
There are two entrances to the precincts of the Palace, one by a bridge 
across the Patchoo, the other by a bridge acros^ the Matchoo. These 
bridges are on the usual plan, broad covered ways, open at the sides, 
and entered by a large gateway passing under a tower. They were, 
however, very inferior to the Paro bridge, and were scarcely safe for 
any large body of men to pass over at one time. If troops ever enter 
the country and have to cross bridge's of this peculiar construction, 
care must be taken that the men do not keep step, for this causes a 
strain which many of the bridge's would not bear. We were never 
allowed inside the Palace ; but were received in a sort of a public room 
in a garden someway behind it. The garden of which Turner speaks 
in sucli eulogistic terms has n*>vv no existence ; everything about the 
place is gone to ruin and decay during the great internal struggles for 
place which have for so many years convulsed the country. Scarcely 
a house was to be seen in the neighbourhood of the Palace, though 
there were the outer shells of many destroyed from time to time in 
the struggles to obtain possession of the Fort. The valley is very 
level, about 4,534 feet high ; it produces a §$od deal of rice. The 
range of the thermometer was very great, often 40 degrees. The sun 
in the day was as powerful as in the plains. Here, as at Paro, there 
is no shade of any sort ; the trees for miles around have been felled 
indiscriminately for firewood, and the fuel is now brought from a dis- 
tance of some six or seven miles. Looking up the valley the snowy 
peaks of Ghassa are seen ; but the country, either in respect to fertility 
or scenery, is not to be compared with Paro. The Deb and Dhurma 
Rajas* Court remains at Poonakh from November to the end of April, 
and at Tassishujung for the remaining six months of the year. The 
Governor of Poonakh has to support the whole Court one-half the 
year, and the Governor of Tassishujung for the other half-year. During 
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the absence of the Court from the Palace it is left under the charge of 
two or three menials only. Every one leaves, Sepoys, Lamas, slaves, 
and every hanger-on of the Court. The soil at Poonakh is, like that 
of Paro, full of iron. There seems to be little communication with 
the plains, though the road must be tolerably level to Cherrung, since 
the height of the river at Poonakh is only 4,534 feet, and it has some 
100 miles to run before it reaches the plains. Marching light the 
people of Poonakh go to the * plains in seven days. About twelve 
miles down the valley is the Port of Augdu-Forung, the appointment 
of Governor of which is one of the most coveted offices in Bootan ; 
it carries with it a seat in Council and the privilege of plundering 
certain Dooars. There is a legend that one of the first Dhurma Rajas 
was looking about for a site for a capital, and on passing this place one 
of the boys of his Camp named Angdu amused himself by building a 
little mud house. The Dhurma llaja accepted this as an omen, and 
determined to fix on l;hat as the capital ; he built the present Fort 
there, and it continned to be the seat of Government for some years, 
and has always borne the name of Angdu-Forung, or Angdu's Palace. 
There is a bridge at the Fort, and a force marching on Poonakh should 
divide here, and, marching up either bank of the river, take the Palace 
at Poonakh in front and rear and cut off all chance of escape. There 
is a branch road to Angdu-Forung from Telagong, our last halting- 
place before reaching Poonakh ; between Angdu-Forung and Poonakh 
thQre are no bridges, and the river is not fordable ; the Palace of 
Poonakh is entirely commanded by a height on the West bank, and it 
would be difficult to conceive a place so ill- adapted for defence. One 
round of shell would set the whole place in a blaze, and the bridges 
being held and a force posted to the North of the Fort, not a man 
could escape. The distance between Poonakh and Tassishujung is about 
sixteen miles, and the only road is that by which we came. 

39. The member# of the Court present during our visit were the 
Dhurma Raja, Deb Raja, Tongso Penlow, the 
vermaeat 61 °* ^ °° Governors of the two Palaces of Tassishujung 
and Poonakh, the Governor of Augdu-Forung, 
the Joom Railing or Chief Razee, the Deb Raja's Vizier, and the DebV 
Dewan or Chief Steward. The Dhurma Raja whom wc saw was a bqy 
of about eighteen years of age, a mere puppet, and the form of consult- 
ing him on affairs of State is not even followed, lie is not really the 
Dhurma Raja, who is properly supj^sed to be an incarnation of the 
first Dhurma Raja Farchoo Doopgien Shcptoon. The last incarnation 
was so tormented by the Amla that he fled to Thibet and died there in 
1861. On the death of the Dhurma Raja a year or two elapses, and 
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the incarnation then re-appears in the shape of a child who generally 
happens to be born in the family of the Tongso Penlow or some other 
principal Chief ; the child establishes his identity by recognizing the 
cooking vessels, &c., of the late Dhurma, he is then trained in a Monas- 
tery, and on attaining his majority is recognized as Baja, though 
he really exercises no more authority in his majority than in his 
infancy. It will at once be seen that a better arrangement for securing 
all power in the hands of the Amla could not be devised, for in every 
case of the death of the Raja a long minority is secured. To carry on 
the spiritual functions of the Dhurma Raja during these frequent 
minorities there is a second incarnation, the incarnation of the Regent, 
who makes his appearance from time to time as occasion requires in much 
the same way as the incarnation of the Dhurma ; he is called Lam 
Thepoo. Since the death of the last Dhurma Raja the incarnation of 
Sheptoon has never re-appeared, but the late Raja whilst absent in Thibet, 
forgetful of his Lamaic vows of chastity, entered into a liason with a 
Thibetan woman and had two children by her, a boy and a girl ; the 
boy is about eight years old, and there are now two parties as to the 
right of this boy to succeed. One party holds that Sheptoon in his last 
incarnation voluntarily and with an object broke through the rule of 
celibacy, and has thus indicated that in future he will appear by here- 
ditary succession ; the chief supporters of this view arc those who find 
the habit of celibacy irksome, and want an excuse for abolishing it ; 
the other party hold that for a Dhurma Lama to have children was a 
thing unheard of, and that the child cannot be recognized. Others 
again seem to think that the last incarnation was so badly treated that 
he will never appear again in a country so steeped in sin and lawless- 
ness as Bootan*. Any way the child is being brought up carefully in a 
Monastery, and is treated with considerable veneration. We merely 
saw the acting Dhurma Raja under a small canopy half concealed by 
silk scarves and the smoke of incense; he was an insignificant looking 
shy boy ; he was brought to the tents and taken back on a pony pre- 
ceded by several led ponies and a number of drums and clarions. II is 
costume was a reddish purple Lama's robe and a copper hat of the 
shape worn by Romish Cardinals. The Deb, or rather the person who 
represented the Deb, was an elderly Lama, with nothing whatever 
remarkable about him ; he had a startled, frightened look, and was 
evidently very uncomfortable at the situation in which he found him- 
self. There was no real Deb dujjng our visit to "Bootan. There had 
been a series of struggles between the Penlows and the Amla to esta- 
blish various nominees of their own on the throne, but as fast as a man 
was appointed he was cither dethroned by the opposite faction, or died 
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suddenly ; the consequence was that no one would take the office, and 
to keep up a show of Government whilst we were at Poonakh they fixed 
upon a common Lama from a neighbouring Monastery and made him 
represent the Deb. The Deb never has any real power, and this acting 
incumbent never even pretended to power, neither was any attempt 
made by the Amla to induce us to believe that he had any. .It was 
admitted that the Deb and Dliurma Rajas were mere names. The 
Officer of the next highest authority at Poonakh was the Tongso Pen- 
low. Theoretically he had no right to be there, and when there Jie 
should have ranked below the other Members of the Council, but he 
was de facto Ruler of Boo tan at the time. The leaders in the late 
insurrection, finding that the cause of the dethroned Deb was taken up 
by the Paro Penlow, sent, in their alarm, for assistance from the Tongso 
Penlow ; he catnc with all his men, completed the work of the revolution, 
but then declined to return to Tongso, and took up his abode in the 
Palace with all his meif and assumed supreme authority, insulting the 
Amla and filling up all the offices that he could make vacant by the 
appointment of his own followers, lie seized upon the State revenues 
for his own use, and assigned to himself the allowance which our Govern- 
ment pays for the resumed Assam Dooars : this indeed he had appro- 
priated for three years past. He was absolutely hated by the other 
Amla, who were daily expecting cither to be murdered by his order, or 
to be removed from office to make way for his nomiuees. llis only 
supporters were the Angdu-Forung Jungpcn and his son-in-law, whom 
he had just appointed Governor of Tassishujung, but even their support 
was very lukewarm, for the Angdu-Forung Jungpen feared him, and 
was jealous of him, and his son-in-law warned us that he was treache- 
rous and false. This Pentow was considered thoroughly bad and 
unscrupulous even by the Bootanesc. He was, as indeed were nearly 
all the Amla, of low extraction. His father had been a menial of a 
late Tongso Penlow ; his bad qualities — the chief claim to promotion in 
Bootan — soon raised him to the high office of Master of the Horse to 
the Penlow. Whilst holding this office a revolution broke out, and the 
parties being evenly matched it lasted for some time. The then Tongso 
Penlow was at Poonakh, and his Master of the Horse devised a scheme, 
thoroughly worthy of him, of getting rid of the head of the opposite 
faction. He made a proposal of compromising the dispute; this was 
agreed to, and the Chief of the opposition was invited to Poonakh to 
receive honors from the Deb in token of thorough reconciliation. On 
his arrival he was received with great eclat , and a day was appointed for 
vesting him with a dress of honor. He was encamped outside the 
Palace, and was asked to an interview on the plain on which we were 
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received. Here lie was laden with heavy dresses, and was made par- 
tially intoxicated ; he was persuaded to send away his men and allow 
himself to be escorted home by the Deb's followers. On passing under 
the gateway of the bridge the Master of the Horse (the present Tongso 
Penlow) stepped out of a dark corner, and murdered him with his knife 
before he had time even to call for assistance. For this piece of Booteah 
diplomacy he was promoted to the office of Zimpen or Chief Secretary 
to the Tongso Penlow. After holding this office for a few years he 
rebelled succes sfully against his master, turned him out of the Fort, 
and took the office on himself. Ilis predecessor is still alive and has 
possession of Byaghur Fort, one of the Pcnlow’s residences; he is a 
constant thorn in the side of the Penlow, and whilst we were at 
Poonakh was collecting men with a view of regaining his office, and it 
was in consequence of his measures that the Tongso Penlow left Poonakh 
the day we did, and enabled us to get away from the place The Penlow 
has the worst and most repulsive countenance I bver saw in any man of 
any country. He is said by his own countrymen to be utterly reckless 
of human life, and to be an avaricious, treacherous, unscrupulous 
robber. We were told much of the strength of his forces, but we saw 
him march out on his way back to Tongso, and he had only some 300 
men altogether, of whom about 110 were armed with clumsy match- 
locks. He possibly may have altogether some 400 men, and perhaps 200 
matchlocks, but a portion of these he was obliged to leave to protect 
his own Fort at Tongso. It was the insolent tone adopted by this 
person in addressing our Government which induced Lord Dalhousie, in 
185G, to threaten to take possession of the Bengal Dooars. He has 
placed himself entirely in the hands of a Hindostanee who had come 
into Bootan from Nipal shortly after the Mutiny. This man flattered 
him and made him believe that he was one of the most powerful chief- 
tains in India, and that he could with ease secure the assistance of the 
Chiefs of the Punjab and the people of Delhi, and drive us out of the 
country : this adventurer was represented by some to be Ummer Sing, 
the brother of Kooer Sing ; it is very generally believed, however, that 
Ummer Sing died in a Government Charitable Hospital. Whoever he 
may be, he is a most mischievous, intriguing character. He has learned 
to speak Booteah, and he told our Sepoys that he was going on a Mission 
to Nipal and the North-West Provinces to raise up a final crusade 
against the English. He spoke of the Begum in Nepal as his imme- 
diate superior ; he is therefore probably a Lucknow man. He is a wiry, 
thin man with hair slightly streaked with grey, and about five feet seven 
inches in height ; his hair was cropped close ; he had a. moustache but 
no beard. He was very bitter against our Government. 
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The other Amla, with the exception perhaps of the Jungpen 
of Augdu-Forung, who had headed the revolution and had first 
called in the Tongso Penlow, had no voice in any matter connected 
with the Government. The Governor of Angdu-Forung was a man 
whose reputation was nearly as bad as that of the Penlow : he had as 
Governor of Poonakh headed the late rebellion and invited the Tongso 
Penlow to Poonakh ; the moment the Penlow left Poonakh, and before 
we had been absent from the capital three days, he organized a conspiracy 
against the Penlow, and, in ccfncert with the other Amla, seized his son- 
in-law, the Governor of Tassishujung, and murdered him, sent aid to the 
former Penlow of Tongso, and invited him to attempt to recover the 
office from which he had been excluded for eight years. The character 
of the Governor of Tassishujung, whom I have alluded to above as hav- 
ing been murdered, we could not understand ; he was certainly leagued 
with the Tongso Penlow^but in secret we fancied he hated him ; he ren- 
dered us some service by warning us of the PenloVs intended treachery, 
and he obtained us supplies when we could get them from no other 
source ; at the last moment when the Amla endeavoured' to prevent our 
march from Poonakh he sent us a passport through his district, and told 
us not to care for the other Amla, as they dare not send any great num- 
ber of men out of the Fort to pursue us. He always, however, took care 
to set a high value on the assistance he gave ; he was a most importu- 
nate beggar, and 1 believe simply wished to keep well with both sides 
and be prepared for whatever might turn up. The Joom Railing was 
the best of the whole of the Amla ; but he was so tyrannized'over by 
the Tongso Penlow that he could give us no assistance of any sort. He 
endeavoured to see us privately, but the Penlow^s men followed him out 
of the Fort, and prevented our holding any communication with him. 
He used to send us messages when he could, but he told us frankly that 
he and all the Amla were quite helpless in the hands of the Penlow. ft 
was this Officer who, when Chceboo Lama was confined in the Fort, on 
the day of our departure obtained permission to take him to his own 
quarters, and then got him out through the gate and into our Camp. 
On the murder of the Penlow's son-in-law, just after we left, he succeed- 
ed him as Governor of Tassishujung* and now holds that office. He was 
for a long time Jungpen of Darliligcote, knows something of Bengal, 
speaks a little Bengallee, and is a quiet and inoffensive l*ut not very 
intelligent man. The remaining Amla are too insignificant to call for 
description : they are young ignorant boys, frivolous, impertinent, and 
importunate to a degree ; their only ambition, so far as the Mission went. 


* Called the Thimpoo Jungpen. 
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was to get out of us what they CDuld in the shape of presents. The 
meanness, cunning, and petty insolence of the whole of the Amla in this 
respect bears an unfavorable comparison even with the conduct of the 
African Chiefs with whom Captain Speke had to deal ; indeed there are 
whole pages in his journal which might be taken as a most faithful de- 
scription of tfie Bootancse. They used to send men to spy into our tents 
and see what we had, and then would send down a broken telescope or 
useless Monghyr gun for a present, valuing them at hundreds of Rupees, 
and requesting one of our guns or telescopes in exchange as a " token of 
“ friendship.” They would send a small basket of rice, and if a present 
was sent in return of even twenty times its value, they would return it 
asking for something twice as good, and saying that it was contrary to 
their custom to interchange presents which were not of equal value. 
They would, if they received a mechanical toy or a watch or pistol, break 
it in a few hours, return it, and say that they did not fancy that parti- 
cular article, but would like something else, specifying something which 
had been seen by one of their spies. They depreciated the value of 
whatever was given to them, and told the most barefaced lies of the price 
at which they could purchase similar articles in Assam ; for instance, 
they positively asserted that they could procure binocular telescopes 
better than those we gave them from the Government stores at 5 Rupees 
each. They had no sort of idea of the real value of anything produced 
out of tlicir own country ; they would have preferred a mechanical toy, 
or a musical box, or a large looking-glass, to the Koh-i-noor. If they 
did not ‘get what they wanted at once they used to raise obstacles to our 
progress, frighten our camp-followers, and stop supplies. 

40. We, in the face of much opposition, and in spite of the 
attempts that were made to stop us, left Poonakh 
on the evening of the 29th March ; the Angdu- 
Bftrung Jungpen threatened to send men to cut us off if we did not stop, 
but we had seen quite enough to know that our only chance of escape 
was to take advantage of the start we had got, and to push on before 
the Amla had got together again, as several of them had gone off to their 
homes some miles from the Palace, expecting that we should remain 
quietly till they returned ; we pushed on, night and day, till we got into 
the Paro Penlow's District, and reached Paro on the morning of the 1st 
April. The*ex-Paro Penlow was friendly and attentive. He had heard 
all that had passed, and said that he had been very apprehensive re- 
garding our safety ; that he had kept a constant watch on the proceed- 
ings of the Durbar, and that if they had actually proceeded to violence 
he should have marched over to release us with all the men at his dis- 
posal. It is impossible to say whether this had really been his intention 
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or not, but very probffcly it was, for lie was a far-seeing and shrewd 
old man ; the Tongso Penlow had been his enemy for years, and he 
avowedly did not recognize the authority of the person who was called 
Deb at Poonakh, but was an adherent of the Deb who was dethroned 
last year. The young Penlow was also professedly friendly, but he was 
a most importunate beggar ; he tried to obtain possession of everything 
wc had, and if unrestrained by his step-father he would not, I fear, have 
hesitated to obtain all he wanted by force. He is moreover a relation, 
on the father's side, to the Angdu-Forung Jungpen, and on the whole it 
was a great satisfaction to us to feel that he exercised no real authority 
at Paro. 

41 . The people at Paro were all engaged in preparing for an im- 
mediate revolution, and they told us that we should hear of its com- 
mencement before we reached Darjeeling. We remained one day at 
Paro, and I made a fruitless attempt to obtain the surrender of some 
Bengallees who claimed our protection ; but in spite of all his profes- 
sions of friendship the Penlow would not part with these men, which 
shows how very hopeless it is ever to expect that they will, under any 
circumstances, abide by the terms of any Treaty involving the surrender 
of captured British subjects. During our stay in the country we cannot 
have seen less than 300 British and Cooch Behar subjects in slavery, but 
I was only able to effect the release of one man, and this was without 
the consent or knowledge of any Bootcali Officers. 

42. After the reception given us by the Paro Penlow we felt at 
ease in respect of any pursuit from the Durbar, for ^iey dared 
not send any force into his Territory. As soon as they found we 
had escaped beyond their reach the Durbar sent us a passport, 
which overtook us as we were leaving Paro. We left Paro on the 
2nd April, and the only difficulty we had to contend with on our 
homeward journey was the crossing of the Taigon Pass. The snow 
here was still four or five feet deep, and the lower stratum having 
melted, the ponies and mules sank at every step up to the girths : we 
had great difficulty in getting them through. We had to abandon two 
old mules given by the Paro Penlow, which were scarcely able to walk 
when they were given to us, and could make no progress at all in the 
snow. A pony given to GovernmdBfc by the Dhurma Raja was so lame 
that we had to leave it behind after making one march from Poonakh : 
several of our own ponies were unable to overcome the difficulties of 
the Pass, and had to be left behind. On the Pass we were overtaken 
by a messenger from the ex- Paro Penlow to say that the insurrection 
had commenced, that the ex- Deb had had a hostile meetmg with the 
Tassishujung Jungpen, and that the Paro Penlow had left that day 
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■with all his men to assist the former : his polic^ which was character- 
istic of the Bootcalis, was to offer to arbitrate, and thus obtain a footing 
in the Tassishujung Fort and then take possession of it. At Darling- 
cote we obtained further news of the progress of the insurrection : the 
plan fixed upon was for the Byogur Jungpen to seize on Tongso, and 
shut the Penlow out of his own Fort; the whole of the Amla were 
then to combine with the Paro Penlow to prevent his return to the 
Durbar, and to eject his son-in-law from the Fort of Tassishujung. 
The Tongso Penlow, on the other hand, was said to have determined 
to place his own brother in his place at Tongso, to return, eject the Deb 
whom he had himself appointed, and assume that office himself. If it 
is borne in mind that the men who arc now combined with the Paro 
Penlow to eject the Tongso Penlow and support the ex-Deb arc the 
very men who last year invited the Tongso Penlow to Poonakli to eject 
that Deb and besiege Paro, and that these iutemal commotions are the 
normal condition of the country, it will at once be seen how futile 
it is to expect that under any circumstances a strong and stable Govern- 
ment can ever be established in Bootan. 

43. As news of our approach reached the Frontier our daks, which 
had been stopped for weeks past, began to come in. Twenty-five mails 
were received in one day and five the next. Orders had been sent 
from head-quarters prohibiting the carriage of our daks, and threaten- 
ing those who did so. This was evidently part of the Tongso Penlow's 
scheme for detaining us, and shows that he had all along made up his 
mind to treat us as lie did. 

44. It may at first sight seem to be a matter for regret that a 
friendly Mission should ever have been sent into Bootan, but from 
what 1 have seen of the Government of that country, I am satisfied 
that it will in the end prove to have been the best course which could 
have been adopted. Wc have for so many years borne patiently the 
outrages committed by these people on our Territory that they had 
learned to treat our power with contempt ; we now know that there is 
in point ol fact no Government in the country, and that it is quite 
impossible that there can be a Government there sufficiently strong 
to warrant an expectation that they will ever become good neighbours. 
We were formerly restrained from#enging the insults offered to us by' 
a doubt of the complicity of the higher Authorities : we now know 
that they are the instigators and promoters of every act of lawlessness 
and aggression on our Frontier, and that all British subjects captured on 
these occasions arc kept as slaves in their Forts and residences. A 
punitive p^icy was determined upon in 1857, and only suspended on 
account of the breaking out of the Mutiny. Affairs had reached such 
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a stage that only two courses were in my opinion open to Government, 
either immediate demands for satisfaction by an armed Force, or a 
friendly remonstrance against the course pursued towards us, with 
plain and distinct threats of the consequences which would result from 
failure to make amends for the past and to give security for future good 
conduct. The latter was the course determined upon by the Govern- 
ment of India in the first instance, and I think that in the prosecution 
of the measures now absolutely forced upon us by the positive refusal 
of the Bootanesc to live with us on terms of good neighbourhood, we 
arc in a better position than if wc had at once either annexed Territory 
or invaded the country. The most favorable terms were offered to the 
Government of Bootan, and it is self-evident from the draft Treaty 
submitted to them, that it was not the wish of this Government to 
acquire further Territory if it could be possibly avoided. The friendship 
of this Government has been deliberately rejected, and wc have now no 
option as to the course which we must pursue. 
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45. In a country in which there is no ruling class, no literature, 
no national pride in the past or aspirations for the 
GJv*r^nt^fBo7ta“ d f “ ture > there is as a matter of course no reliable 
history, and very little tradition. What know- 
ledge now exists of the origin of the Booteah Government is derived 
from old manuscripts in the Thibetan Monasteries. Apparently, the 
Bootealis have not possessed Bootan for much more than two centuries ; 
it formerly belonged to a tribe called by the Booteahs Tephoo ; they are 
generally believed to have been people of Cooch Behar. About £00 
years ago some Thibetan Sepoys were sent from Kampa by the orders of 
the Lassa Government to look at the country, a fight ensued, the 
Tephoos gave way and went down to the plains, with the exception of a 


few who remained in a menial capacity with the Booteahs, and whose 
descendants are to be found still holding the lowest offices about the 
Forts, and their appearance clearly indicates their plains origin. The 
Kampa Sepoys took such a fancy to the country that they refused to 
return, and remaining, formed a little colony without organization or 
government. After a time they were visited by a travelling Lama from 
Lassa named Sheptoon La-plia; he acquired a great influence over the 
little colony, and they eventually made him their King under the title 

The first Dhurma Raja. ° f Dhurma Ra J a ‘ He was a S ood “d wise ruler, 
kept the country in good order, was beneficent to 
his subjects, and was supported entirely by voluntary contributions. 
There was at this time in a Monastery of Kain, to the South-East of 
Lassa, a certain Lama named Farchoo Doopgein Sheptoon ; he was a 
very religious man, but was not bound by vows of celibacy, and had a 
large family. A few years after the election of Sheptoon La-pha to he 
Dhurma Raja, Doopgein went to Lassa to see his tutor and religious 
guide, but on arriving there found that he was dead. The other dis- 


ciples of the deceased Lama told him that just before dying he had said ' 
“ tell my disciple, Farchoo Doopgein, that if he journeys to the Lah- 
“ Lumpa (South country) he will become a great man." He accordingly 
came to ^he conclusion that this South country must be Bootan, and 
went there and settled down quietly. By degrees he acquired a great 
reputation for piety and learning, people flocked to bim, and his wishes 
were more cared for than those of the Dhurma Raja, Sheptoon La-pha. 
La-pha began to fear that the people would dethrone him and place 
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Doopgein on the throne, and so he wrote him a letter requesting him to 
leave the country. Doopgein refused. On this the Dhurma Raja sent 
him an order banishing bim from the country on the ground that a 
married Lama was a scandal to the religion of Buddh. This letter he 
sent by a one-eyed messenger, a proceeding which, according to the 
Thibetan notions of etiquette, is a gross insult. Doopgein, however, 
interpreted it otherwise, and sent back the following messagfe to him, — 
“ You have tried to insult me by sending me a message by a one-eyed 
“ man, but I see a good omen in this, it clearly indicates that you will 
“ soon have difficulty in seeing the country you now govern." This 
was taken as a declaration of war. Doopgein claimed the Rajaship, the 
people Hocked to him, and La-pha was abandoned by his followers, and 
being reduced to starvation he ran away into Thibet to a place called 
Kongoo. He was well received here by a number of Thibetan merchants 
to whom he had done great service whilst in Bootan by opening out for 
them communication rfith Bengal. They showed their gratitude by 
assessing themselves in a certain fixed annual sum for his support, and 
which was regularly paid in, village by village. With this money 
La-pha built three Forts, one called Takloonjung near Phagri, another 
called Goobarjung near Ckombi, and a third called Gungajung at Pema, 
between Rinchingpoong and Chombi ; these Forts are still standing. 
He showed his gratitude for the kind reception lie had obtained from 
the Thibetan merchant in true Bootcali fashion. Finding that he was 
growing old and infirm, he went to Lassa and endeavoured to ingratiate 
himself with the Government by telling the story of his ejection from 
Bootan, and declaring that after leaving that country he had come across 
a portion of Thibet without any Government, and had therefore stayed to 
organize the administration, had built certain Forts, and made a revenue 
settlement of the district, and in proof of his statement gave in a 
book in which was carefully entered the amount of the voluntary cess 
which each village had paid for his support whilst amongst them. The 
Grand Lama deputed two Officers to manage this new district under 
the title of the Toomoo Tashoo, or Governor of Chombi, and the Kongo 
Tashoo. These Officers still govern the district and collect the revenue 
according to La-pha's settlement, and it is probably owing to his deceit 
and treachery alone — which keep his memory alive in this part of 
Thibet — that we owe any trace of the origin of the Bootan Government. 
When. Doopgein Sheptoon first entered Bootan as a Larift several 
Thibetan followers and friends accompanied him according to custom for 
the purpose of seeing him enter a new country ; on arrival he entreated 
them to trouble themselves no further, but to return ; they replied “ Wong 
mi loh” (It is done, we'll not go) ; these men remained with him and 
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from this speech obtained the name of the " Wong Milo,” or as 
they are now called, the Wong caste, the highest class in Bootan. This 
is the class described by Kishenkant Bose in his account of Bootan in 
1815 as the Waa tribe, and regarding whom he says, "the Deb Rajas 
" and also the principal Officers of the State used to be of these castes.” 
When Doopgein Sheptoon became Dliurma Raja he separated from his 
family ; thfeir descendants are still distinguished as the clan of Chu-je, 
the chief family of Lamas in Bootan. They are up to the present time 
exempted from all taxation and payment of revenue, and are entitled to 
special marks of distinction on entering any of the Forts ; they manage 
all the affairs of the Dhurma Raja. When Lama Doopgein Sheptoon 
died he said that if his body was preserved he would re-appear again in 
Bootan. llis body is to the present day kept in the Fort of Poonakh in 
a silver tomb called Sheptoon Macliee (or the first Sheptoon), and tea 
and rice are daily put into the tomb. Three years after the death of 
Doopgein liis incarnation re-appeared at Lassa in the person of a little 
child, wliq, before it ought to have been able to speak, announced itself 
as the Dhurma Raja of Bootan. It was brought in great state to 
Bootan, and having had the late Rajahs cooking utensils put before it 
with similar articles belonging to other persons, it identified the Raja's 
property, thus satisfactorily establishing its own identity as the proniised 
incarnation. The legend which was told to Kishenkant Bose varies to 
a certain extent from the account I have given*; my information, how- 
ever, was collected from books from Thibetan Monasteries by Cheeboo 
Lama, who has studied the history of these countries more than any man 
living. Kishenkant' s is clearly a hooteah tradition ; he says : — " It is related 
tc by the people of Bootan that to the North of Lassa there is a country 
(C called Lenja, in which Lam Sapto, the Dhurma Raja, formerly dwelt. 
“ From that place he went to Lassa, and after residing there some time 
" he arrived at Poonakh and Bootan, which was at that time ruled by 
« a Raja of the Cooch tribe. When the Dhurma Raja arrived there he 
“ began to play upon a kind of pipe, made of a human thigh-bone, and to 
“ act contrary to the observances of the Cooch tribe, and to perform 
"miracles, at which the Cooch Raja was so terrified that he dis- 
appeared with his whole family and servants under ground. The 
“ Dhurma Raja finding the Fort empty went in and took possession, 
"and having deprived of their caste all the followers and slaves of 
" the Cdfch Raja who remained above ground, he instructed them in 
" his own religious faith and customs ; their descendants still remain 
“ at Poonakh and form the caste or tribe called Thep. In this way 
" the Dhurma Raja got possession of Poonakh, but on consideration 
" that the sins of his subjects are attributable to the ruler of a 
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“ country , instead of setting himself on the throne, and exercising the 
“ sovereign authority, he sent to Lassa for a Thibetan, in order to 
s€ secure possession of the country, and having made him his Prime 
“ Minister and called him the Deb Raja, he occupied himself entirely 
“ with the cares of religion and contemplation of the Deity. At that 
“ time the respective boundaries, tribute, and authority of the diffe- 
“ rent Rajas or Governors of Bootan were settled as they continue to 
“ this day, as will be more particularly detailed hereafter.” The reign- 
ing Dhurma Raja at the time of Kish entrants visit to Bootan was the 
tenth or eleventh, and Mr. Scott, the Agent to the Governor General, 
upon this made the following calculation : — “ The Dhurma Raja suc- 
ceeding to the Government at the age of three, the value of ten of 
“ their lives will he about 350 years and if from this we deduct the value 
“ of one life on account of the advanced age of the first Dhurma Raja 
and the period which the reigning one still has 
Raja? second Dhurma to live, the remainder 315 years will approxi- 
mate very nearly to the period when the present 
“ Cooch Beliar dynasty first appeared, the founder of which may have 
“ been the expelled Cooch Raja. This is the 312th year of the Cooch 
“Beliar era.” There is of course very great difficulty in obtaining 
any reliable chronological premises on which to base a theory regard- 
ing the age of such a dynasty as that of Bootan ; it is a point which, 
may be established by further investigation of Thibetan books, and I 
have requested Cheeboo Lama to make particular inquiries on this point ; 
my impression is that the Booteahs must have entered the country 
between 200 and 300 years ago. The value of ordinary lives clearly all'ords 
no data for any calculation on Booteah lives, for with murder, lighting, 
dirt, and immorality, even an elderly man is a rare sight in Bootan. 

46. Doopgein Sheptoon was the only good Ruler the Booteahs 
ever had. It was hejylio built the Foits of Angdu-Forung, Poonakh, 
and lastly, Paro. He made a code of Laws for the protect ion of the 
Ryots, forbidding the levy of anything beyond voluntary contributions. 
He appointed Penlows and Jungpens to administer the country, but 
kept them under complete control, and limited the number of their fol- 
lowers to twenty-live for each Chief. The next Dhurma Raja, consider- 
ing that temporal and spiritual powers were incompatible, confined 
himself entirely to the latter and appointed a Dewan or Vizier to wield 
the former. This Dewan by degrees became the Deb Raja ancftemporal 
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Ruler of Bootan. There is no further trace of the 
history of Bootan till some eighty or ninety years 


ago, when a certain Deb, Jeedah, distinguished himself by his aggres- 
sive foreign policy. He was .a man of great ambition and some ability. 
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He built the Palace at Tassishugung, and aided by Ang-mu-lah, the 
sister of the Sikhim Raja Chardo Namguay, he invaded and took 
Sikhim, and held possession of it for six or seven years, during which 
time it was administered by a Booteah Governor, Tabajung Tinlay, 
and his Dewan, Phenlay. The Sikhim Raja, who was quite a boy, fled 
to Lassa, and the Lassa Raja, Miung, taught him and supported him, 
and gave him some talooks which the Sikhim Raja still holds in Thibet. 
When the boy had obtained sufficient knowledge and discretion the 
Lassa Raja gave him some men and told him to go back to his country ; 
he sent messengers to raise the Sikhimese, and on hearing of his arrival 
the Bootanese evacuated Sikhim and returned ignominiously to their 
own country. During the war the Booteahs had seized and confined 
at Poonakh a Sikhim Chief named Athoop — the ancestor of the Gantoke 
Kazee, who confined Drs. Hooker and Campbell, and again fought with 
us in 1861. The Sikhim Raja on his return procured his release, 
and the Booteahs on setting him free bribed ' him to remain a friend 
to their Government. He had been well treated during confinement, 
and his son, Joom-tashi, born during his captivity, turned out a 
thorough Booteah ; he eventually became the most powerful man 
in Sikhim, and kept up continual correspondence with the Bootanese ; 
and some years later, when there was a dispute between Bootan 
and Sikhim regarding the boundaries of the two countries, he 
treacherously gave up to Bootan all the tract between the present 
Sikhim border and the Taigon Pass, including Darlingcote, Jonksa, and 
Sangbe, which in those days were richly cultivated tracts. Sikhim, 
though a very petty State then, was formerly a fair-sized country, 
reaching from the River Arun on the West to the Taigon Pass on the East, 
from Thibet on the North to Kissen gunge in Purneah on the South. In 
the Nipal war, in which we were assisted by the Sikhimese, the forces 
of the latter Government were under Karway, of the treacherous 
Joom-tashi, and Karway's son, Satrajeet, the warrior of whom the 
Sikhimese are most proud. Satrajeet was succeeded by Lachoo Dewaq 
and Chuckta Kazee, the father of Cheeboo Lama. 

47. The Government of Bootan as it exists in theory is calcu- 
lated to work well. Practically however there is no Government at all. 
At the head of the Government there are nominally two supreme Authori- 
ties, the Dhurma Raja, the spiritual head, and the Deb Raja, the tempo- 
ral head. To aid these Rajas in administering the country is a Council 
of permanent Ministers called the Lenchen, composed of the following 
Members : — 

1. Lam Zimpen, Chief Secretary to the Dhurma Raja. 

2. Donnai Zimpen, the Dewan. 
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3. Timpoo Jungpen, the Governor of Tassisliujung. 

4. Poonakh Jungpen, the Governor of Poonakli. 

5. Angdn-Forung Jungpen* the Governor of Angdu-Forung. 

6. Deb Ziinpen, the Chief Secretary to the Deb Raja. 

7. Joom Railing, the Chief Razee or Judge. 

In addition to the seven ordinary Members of the Lcnchen or 
Council, there are three extraordinary Members, who attend the Council 
when they happen to be at the Durbar, and who are liable to be called 
on to attend the Council in cases of emergency ; their collective title is 
the Chenlah . These are — ■ 

The Paro Penlow, or Lieutenant-Governor of West Bootan. 

The Tongso Penlow, or Lieutenant-Governor of East Bootan. 

The Targa or Daka Penlow, or Lieutenant-Governor of Central 
Bootan. 

The Paro Penlow has charge of the tract to the We^t of the 
Tchinchoo or Timpoo River, with the exception of certain Dooars. lie 
has under him the following District Officers : — 

1. The Darlingcote Jungpen, who manages the District bordering 
on the Sikliim Frontier, on our Daijeeling Frontier, and on the Julpi- 
gooree Frontier iqp to the River Pechoo on the East. 

2. The Moinagooree Raltam, who manages the Estate of Moina- 
gooree in the plains. 

3. The Jonkso Nieboo, who has charge of the tract to the East 
of the Darlingcote jurisdiction, and resides at Sipchoo, near the plains, 
in winter, and at Jonkso, a few miles in the Hills, in summer. 

4. The Sangbc Jungpen, who lives at Sangbc, and has charge 
of the tract between the Tulclah and Taigon Ranges, but has no Plain 
lands. 

5. The Ilah-Timpoo, who has the District of the Hah Valley. 

6. The Sumch^por Chamoorehee Jungpen, who resides at Dliona 
near the Plains, and manages the Samel ice Dooar. 

# 7. Dakva Jungpen, who has charge of the Pass and Fort of 

Dakya, commanding the road from Thibet to Paro. 

In addition to these there are several Governors of Forts who have 
no jurisdiction beyond the Forts, and a few petty Officers in charge of 
stockades, such as Domohunee and Gopalgunge on our Frontier* 
Officers of these classes are entirely subordinate to the Jungpens in 
whose District they are. 

The Tongso Penlow has under him alft) a number of District 
Officers, of whom the chief are — 

The Governor of Tassgong. 

The Governor of Tassangsee. 




The Governor of Lenglong. 

The Governor of Byagur, (no# held by the former Ton gso PenluW, 
who is in rebellion against his immediate superior.) 

The Governor of Jongar. 

The Governor of Jamjoonga. 

The Dewangari Raja. 

The Targa or Daka Penlow was formerly an official of authority, 
governing central Bootan, but the different Amla have by degrees obtain- 
ed possession of his Territory and he now charge of a little barren Hill 
tract to the South of Paro. The Repoo Dooar is nominally under this 
Officer. 

The Angdu-Forung Jungpen has a District to the South of 
Poonakh, and has the charge of the Chernmg Dooar and the Naobashi 
District in the Plains. 

The Governor of Tassishujung has, in addition to the Thempoo 
District on the Hills, the Buxa Dooar. 

The Deb has for his own private support the Luckhee Dooar. 

The Officers of the Court of the Deb, and also for the most part of 
Peldows too, are — 

The Zimpen or Chief Secretary. 

The Donnai or Dewan. 

The Goraba or Warden. 


The Dunsung or Deputy Dewan. 

The Nieboo or Nirslien, Store-keeper. 

The Mane, Chief Buttcrman. 

The Tah-pen, Master of the Ilorse. 

The Jhap6, Chief Cook, an office of some dignity. 

The Tongsa, Physician. 

The Tui, Moonshee. 

48. The Dhurma Raja, as I have before 4U, succeeds by incar- 
„ , nation. During the interval bet ween his death and 


. nation. During the interval bet ween his death and 

e re-appearance, or rather until he has arrived at yeafls 

of discretion after his last birth, the office is held by a spiritual Chief 
named Lam Thepoo. This Officer is supposed to be the incarnation of 
one Choler Tigou, who, half a century ago, claimed to be the avatar of 
the body of Doopgein Sheptoon, whilst the Dhurma Raja was the avatar 
of his spirit. The two avatars fought a pitched battle, and after much 
loss of life they came to a compromise, Choler Tigou, undcr#he name of 
Lam Thepoo, being indie head of the Lamas, and being allowed a 
perpetual regency through his avatars, during the periodical disappearance 
from the world of the Dhurma Raja, while the Dhurma Raja remained 
supreme spiritual head of the country. The person with whom we had an 
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interview was the Lam Thepoo. Under the Lam Thepoo again is the Lam 
Kempoo, who is nominated from tjgie to time by the Dhurma Raja, 
and administers the affairs and regulates the religious exercises of the 
275 Lamas attached to the Durbar. 

49. The Deb Raja is in theory elected by the Council. In practice 
he is the mere nominee of whichever of the two 
The Deb Baja. Penlows of East and West Bootan happens for the 

time to be the most powerful. He is a complete puppet, and is never 
consulted on any matter of Statdt There are generally some three or 
four Debs and ex-Debs*in the country. The Paro Pen low nominates a 
Deb and places him on the throne, a few months after the Tongso 
Pcnlow ejects him, and substitutes his own puppet. He in his turn is 
ejected by the Paro Penlow, and so this perpetual struggle goes on, and 
has gone on without interruption for the last fifty years. Bootan had 
never known within that period an interval of six months* peace and 
freedom from civil war, at least so say the agricultural classes, and 
their statement is entirely borne out from such knowledge as we have 
of the affairs of the country. Three Missions have entered the country 
during the last ninety years, and on each occasion a rebellion was raging, 
and the correspondence we have had with the Bootanese shows that this 
is the normal state of things. The misery of the subjects of a Govern- 
ment thus constituted can hardly be aggravated, and it is not to 4>e 
wondered at that the country is rapidly becoming depopulated and 
relapsing into waste. The two great Governors, the Paro Penlow and 
the Tongso Penlow, are in theory nominated by Deb. In practice 
they fight their way to power. They begin life as common soldiers, and 
by distinguishing themselves by treachery, fraud, and murder, gradually 
rise through the various grades till they reach the office of Zimpen, or 
Chief Secretary to the Penlow. In that position they have the Penlow 
so thoroughly in thei^haiuls that they can always compel him to arrange 
that they shall succeed him. If a Penlow is hard pressed by his brother 
JPenldw, he very commonly promises his Ziin pen that if he will get 
him out of the trouble, he will within a certain number of years retire 
in his favour. If the Zimpen finds no other way of getting promotion, 
he either murders or deposes his master, and both the present Penlows 
thus mutinied and deposed their employers. The Penlows are virtually 
independent; they plead subordination to the Deb Raja when it suits 
their convenience to create delay or to obviate the necessity of furnishing 
explanation or affording satisfaction for misconduct, but they really care 
absolutely nothing for any orders the Durbar may issue to them. 
They pay a certain amount of revenue every year to the Durbar, but 
rather from a superstitious dread of* the consequences of starving 
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the Lamas than from any sense of duty. The Penlows exercise 
authority of life and death, but it qgfast not be inferred from this that 
there is anything like a judicial system in the country. If a murder or 
heavy robbery is committed in which any man is concerned whom it is 
expedient to get rid of, he is seized, all his property confiscated to the 
Penlow, and his hands and feet being tied he is thrown into the river 
from a kind of drop. If, on the other hand, it is not desired to get rid 
of him, he is confined till he surrenders all his property. There are no 
laws except the will of the Penlows and Jnngpens, and there is no 
Police. If an offence is committed, -and is heard of by the District 
Officer, both parties are seized and kept at the Fort until sufficient money 
can be squeezed from- them, and any amount of injustice can be procured 
by the offer of a bribe. Thfjrc is no one to make inquiries or to 
give redress, and an insurrection is the only remedy for an unjust 
decision. 

50. The Jungpens, or as we call them Soubahs, are appointed by 
the Penlows generally from amongst their own 
The Jungpens. followers. As a natural consequonce, every change 

of Penlows is immediately followed by a change of all the District 
Officers subordinate to them. The superseded officials take up their 
quarters somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Fort, and the moment 
a * attempt is made to* oust the Penlows a similar struggle is carried on 
by all the ex-Jungpens to eject the occupants of the Forts. There are 
thus invariably two or three claimants to every office in the country, and 
as the subordinate Officers do not confine their struggles for power to the 
change in the higher ranks, there is one perpetual series of skirmishes 
fend intrigue going on throughout the land. The villagers told us 
that formerly they did not suffer much from this, for that agricultural 
villages were respected by both parties and were allowed to remain at 
peace within their own walls ; but now the first^thing the contending 
parties do is to plunder the villages in the neighbourhood of each other's 
homes, and the effect of this was very apparent from the numerous 
villages we passed, desolate, roofless, and charred. The number of men 
killed in these struggles is not .very great on any one occasion, but as 
they are unceasing, the mortality in the course of ten years must have a 
considerable effect on the naturally sparse population. The Jungpens 
who arc in power really care very little for the orders of their supe- 
riors ; they plunder and kill and burn, and so long as a pdition of the 
spoil is sent occasionally to head-quarters, they may do pretty much as 
they like. As a specimen of the practical independence of tl^se men, 
I have already noticed that the Darlingcote Jungpen had been suspended 
by the Penlow, and when his successor came to take charge the gates 
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were snut on him. A three months* siege took place, and the Officer 
elect had at the end of that perioijithougli supported by the forces of 
the Penlow, to retire in ignominy, and the superseded Jungpen still 
remains in possession, although, since the return of the Mission, a 
further attempt to remove him has been made. Under the Jungpens 
are subordinate Officers called in the interior Nieboos, and on the Frontier 
Kattams and Bhundarees. These are the men who chiefly annoy us by 
organizing raids into our country ; they hold little stockades, and act as 
the Deputies of the Jungpens. Several of the Jungpens arc subject to 
no Penlow, but have independent charge of Districts, and rank nearly as 
high as the Penlows or members of the Council of State, though really 
they exercise little power. These are the Poonakh, Tassishujung or 
Thimpoo, and Angdu-Forung Jungpen^ 

It will he seen from this sketch that Bootan really has no Government 
of any sort, that it is parcelled out into two large and a number of smaller 
Divisions, for the possession of which unceasing struggles are carried on by 
a number of unscrupulous robber Chiefs. There is no one man in the 
country who is capable of making his authority felt by any other man, and 
there is no man in authority whose office or even whose life is worth one 
year’s purchase ; it is therefore futile to suppose that we can by any agree- 
ment, or treaty, or promise, secure the good neighbourhood of the 
Bootanese, for however well disposed towards us the people actually making 
an engagement might be, their word would not be held binding by the 
officials generally, and it is a matter of certainty that a term of three 
years at the outside would see every man in office changed. There are 
only two men in Bootan who have been in office for more than three 
years, viz., the Tongso Penlow and the Darlingcote* Jungpen ; they have 
been superseded time after time, but have been enabled by the strength 
of their own personal following to resist and maintain themselves in 
their respective positions. The hopelessness of expecting that there 
can ever be a strong Government in Bootan under its present Rulers is 
very apparent from the fact that last year the whole of the Amla aided 
by the Tongso Penlow were lighting against the Paro Penlow, and that 
this year, since the Mission left Poonakh, the whole of the Amla, the 
very same men who were in power last year, are, in conjunction with the 
Paro Penlow, threatened with a siege by the Tongso Penlow. This 
man’s son-in-law was Governor of Tassishujung when we were at the 
capital, arnPthe Amla were afraid to speak before him, but before we had 
left the place ten days he was beheaded. I imagine that there never was 
a country in which entire anarchy had prevailed for so many years. It 


# And he has been since removed. 
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can have only one end, and that is not far distant ; the country is 
become desolate and depopulated, and it will inevitably fall ere long into 
other hands. It is a great satisfaction to know that it cannot fall into 
worse hands than those of its present Rulers. This notice of the Govern- 
ment of Bootan, such as it is, cannot be more appropriately concluded 
than by quoting Captain Pemberton’s opinion of the character of 
the governing classes in his day. I can only say that, though very 
just, it would be a favorable description of the class in the present 
day. 

“ In my intercourse with the highest Officers of State in Bootan 
“ the impression created was far less favorable than that produced by 
“ observation of the lower orders of the people. The former I invariably 
“ found shameless beggars, 4^rs of the tirst magnitude, whose most 
“ solemnly pledged words were violated without the slightest hesita- 
u tion, who entered into engagements which they had not the most dis- 
“ tant intention of fulfilling, who would play Vhe bully and sycophant 
“ with equal readiness, wholly insensible apparently to gratitude, and 
“ with all the mental faculties most imperfectly developed, exhibiting 
“ in their conduct a rare compound of official pride and presumption 
“ with the low cunning of needy mediocrity, and yet preserving at the 
“ same time a mild deportment, and speaking generally in a remark - 
“ ably low tone^of voice. Much as my official duties have brought 
“ me into close personal intercourse with the Native Officers of the 
“ different Courts of inter and ultra - Gangetic India, I have never failed 
“ to find some who formed very remarkable exceptions to the general 
“ condemnatory judgment that would have been pronounced on the 
“ remainder, but amongst the Officers of the Deb and the Dliurma 
“ Rajas of Bootan I failed to discover one whom I thought entitled to 
cc the slightest degree of confidence either in word or deed.” 

51. The point which next deserves notice is the Revenue 
system of the country. Strictly speaking there 
is no system. The only limit on the Revenue 
demand is the natural limit of the power of the officials to extort 
more. Nothing that a Booteali possesses is his owrr; he is at all 
times liable to lose it if it attracts the cupidity of any one more 
powerful than himself. The lower classes, whether of villagers or 
public servants, are little better than the slaves of the higher officials. In 
regard to them no rights of property arc observed, and they have at once 
to surrender anything that is demanded of them. There never was, I 
fancy, a country in which the doctrine of “ might is right” formed more 
completely the whole and sole law and custom of the land than it does in 
Bootan. No official receives a salary ; he has certain Districts made over 
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to him, and he may get what lie can out of them ; a certain portion of 
his gains lie is compelled to send to the Durbar, and the more he extorts 
and the more he sends to his superior, the longer his tenure of office is 
likely to be. The origin of this state of things we found to be this. The 
lands of each village were estimated many years ago as being capable of 
being sown with a certain number of measures of seed ; this estimate was 
duly placed on record, and the demand standing against the village was fixed 
at forty measures of grain for each such measure of seed. The population 
is very rapidly decreasing, and the land is going out of cultivation ; no 
allowance, however, is made to the village on this account; the remaining 
villagers are expected to make up the deficiency ; this of course they 
cannot do, and the consequence is that the demand is insisted on; a con- 
stant screw is applied to extort the quantity of grain leviable under the 
old settlement made in the days of Bootanese prosperity, and all the vil- 
lage property is held liable to seizure till this amount is made up. These 
unfortunate people do not care to possess property ; so long as they have 
enough left them to enable them to eke out a subsistence they are satis- 
fied, beoause they know it is useless to attempt to acquire more, seeing 
that they can neither be better nor worse off than they now are, and that 
the possession of property simply forms an inducement to their superiors 
to oppress and plunder them. For each milch cow a tax of G Narrainec 
Rupees and two seers of butter per mensem has to be paid. The owners 
of cattle, however, are l>ertter off than others, as on the pretence of seek- 
ing pasture they keep constantly on the move andastay as near the Fron- 
tier as they can ; they smuggle a good deal of ghee across into British 
Territory, and are thus, if heavily pressed, able to pay any demand made 
against them. Having a little money from their trade with the plains, 
they can bril>e the Zinkaffs sent to take stock of their cattle, and thus 
evade a great portion of the tax which they are supposed to pay. We 
never saw milk cattle near any of the Forts ; they were all driven well 
out of the reach of the rapacity of the officials ; but the amount of cattle 
in the possession of Booteahs must be very great, from the enormous 
quantities of butter which we met coming along the road to the Forts 
from the Ruugpore and Cooch Behar Frontier, where all the cattle owners 
seem to have migrated for the winter. It was no uncommon thing to 
meet in one day two or three strings of twenty heavily laden coolies each 
carrying up a maund of butter to the Durbar or Penlows. These men had 
not only to contribute the butter, but to convey it seven marches, and 
then return empty handed. The blitter of West Bootan is kept in baskets 
lined with leaves ; the produce of East Bootan, which is very inferior, is 
packed in flat square skins, each containing about a maund. It is kept 
for a couple of years sometimes, and, as may hewupposed, is very offensive 
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to the smell and taste. The proprietary light in cattle is, however, 
as precarious as that in other descriptions of goods, and during our stay 
at Paro and at the Durbar several cases occurred in which a man, for some 
real or imaginary offence, was fined eighty and a hundred head of cattle, 
probably all he possessed. This system of extortion has had one very 
peculiar effect, which might not perhaps have been expected : it is unques- 
tionably the cause of the singular neatness of the houses and fields of the 
Bootanese. The only property in which they have any security are their 
houses and fields ; they do not extend their cultivation, because they 
know that it will not benefit them to do so ; they each cultivate a few 
fields, the produce of which will enable them to pay a reasonable contri- 
bution to the State and a sufficient bribe to the collecting Officer, and 
their whole time, therefore, is -spent- in the improvement of these fields 
and their houses. A field is calculated to produce a certain quantity, and 
the cultivator shows that he has only a certain quantity of grain to be 
extracted from him by pointing to the fields and offering to surrender the 
whole of the estimated produce except the usual subsistence allowance 
which all cultivators ate permitted to keep ; but in point of fact liis whole 
energies are devoted to making the land produce twice what it is 
estimated to produce ; the surplus he buries in the forest till lie has an 
opportunity of disposing of it to some adventurous friend who is secretly 
engaged in trade with any of the surrmiiiding countries. The price of rice 
and grain of all sorts in Thibet and Sikhim is such as to compensate 
for a good deal of rjpk and trouble; the distance is not great for the 
residents of a considerable part ot llootan, and in the part of the country 
which is not near enough to enable them to smuggle, there is scarcely any 
cultivation. It is this system which induces the Booteah cultivator to lay 
out his land in a series of really beautiful terraces levelled from the side of 
the Hill ; each terrace is revetted and supported with stone emban lem ents 
sometimes twenty feet high ; every field is carefully fenced with pine 
branches or protected by a stone wall ; a complete system of irrigation 
permeates through the whole cultivated part of a village, the water being 
often brought from a long distance through stone aqueducts. Much of 
the time of the cultivator and his family is occupied in raking up with an 
implement in no way differing from the common English rake the leaves 
of the pine ; these are carefully stacked, and when ready are used as 
manure. The refuse of the farm-yard is similarly used, and the 
fields in consequence have an appearance to which we are quite 
strangers in the plains. The crops produced are excellent ; the turnips, 
the good quality of which has long been notorious, are superior 
to any I ever saw elsewhere ; the field turnip is as good as the 
best English garden turnip, and of great size; it was originally 
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introduced from Thibet. The wheat and barley have a full round 
grain ; buck-wheat, millet, mustard, %nd chillies are all good of their 
kind. The cultivation is earned on by plough, which is a most 
unusual thing at heights of 7,000 or 8,000 feet, but the practice of ter- 
racing makes it possible to do this in Bootan, and it affords the cultivators 
a reasonable excuse for being allowed to retain a certain number of 
cattle. The small amount of cultivation in the hands of each man leaves 
him much leisure, which is spent in drinking and sleeping and improving 
his house. The houses arc really better than many small farm-houses in 
England ; they are built either of rubble stoue and clay or empiw clay. 
Under the latter process clay mixed with small stone is placed in a wooden 
frame and trodden down until it is consolidated into a block which quickly 
hardens, and in course of years acquires nearly the solidity of stone. This 
2>reparation is used either in small l^ocks made on the ground and then 
placed on the wall, or in layers made on the wall itself. It seems to last for 
many years, and probabfy will stand as long as the roof is kept on the house. 
We saw old ruins made of this composite, which must have been built 
more than a hundred years ago, the walls of which were like concrete. 
The houses are built of three and four stories ; all the floors are neatly 
boarded with deal, and on two sides of the house is a very pretty 
verandah ornamented with oarved and often painted deal. Most of 
the houses have one enclosed verafedah in which the women sit ; the 
front opens out when required by sliding pannels. The Bootcahs are 
neat joiners, and their doors, windows, and pannelling arc perfect m 
their way. No iron work is used ; the doors open on ingenious wooden 
hinges. The stairs are the worst part of their houses ; though the stair- 
case itself is often of fair width, the actual stair is so small and slippery 
that it is almost as difficult to ascend as a ladder. Under the roof is a 
store house, in which are collected dried turnips, straw, fire-wood and 
rice. Under the house the pigs arc often kept, but the interiors are 
generally scrupulously clean and free from vermin, and contrast very 
favorably with the Sikhim houses in this respect, which is curious con- 
sidering the remarkable personal uncleanliness of the Bootealis, who 
never wash, and I fancy only remove their clothes at the changes of the 
season. The roofs of the houses are made of shingles of pine, five or 
six feet in length, laid over a frame work and kept in their places with 
stones. The slope is of course very inconsiderable, otherwise the stones 
would roll off. The roof is, however, efficient, and the house is further 
protected by the floor of the store-room below the roof, which is made 
of concrete clay. The appearance of the houses is precisely that of 
Swisa cottages ; they are singularly picturesque and comfortable, and the 
only drawback is a want of chimneys ; but tjie Bootauese do not know 
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how to construct these, and the smoke finds its way out as it can. The 
smoke of the pine is peculiarly acrid, and leaves an unusually large 
deposit of soot, and the people in the winter look as if they had just 
come out of a coal-mine. Each house has a good farm-yard and farm 
out-houses. There is no doubt, however, that year by year the amount 
of cultivated land and the number of inhabited houses is becoming 
smaller, and it is unquestionable that the population is on the decrease. 
For miles not a trace of a village was to be seen where there were 
unmistakcable signs of the land having once been cultivated and terraced. 
We at first put this down to the common practice of all Hill people of 
shifting their cultivation, but on making further inquiries wc found 
that the people of Bootan are exceptional in this respect; they keep 
from generation to generation to the same field, and upon being 
questioned the people at once declared that the population was dying 
out. A curious remark made by the Jungpens was “ yes, my District 
is fine enough, but there are no people ; no children arc born now.” 
The fact is that a great number of the men have left the country and 
•gone into Thibet and Sikliim to avoid the oppression of their rulers. 
There is no doubt blit that the constant (cuds must in the long run be 
accompanied by a considerable mortality, but old people and children 
seemed to be equally scarce in the villages, and this, no doubt, is partly 
attributable to the gross immorality and filthy habits of the people, 
which will of course have the same effect ou the population here as 
elsewhere, and it is also probably partly attributable to the withdrawal 
li’orn the agricultural villages of a great majority of the able-bodied men 
of the country, who idle away their existence either in the dreamy 
indolence of monastic life under obligations of celibacy, or find it 
pleasanter to form one of the bands of useless insolent bravoes by 
whom every official is surrounded, than to earn their bread by honest 
labor. If they were only able to enjoy a few years of tranquillity, and 
to feel assured that they w r ould be permitted to reap the profits of their 
own labor, the Bootanese would probably be surpassed by the inhabi- 
tants of no Oriental country as agriculturists, and in spite of all the 
difficulties under which they labor, their villages arc far more like a 
clump of small European farms than anything that is to be seen in any 
other part of India. Their system of irrigation is really good and shows 
power of combination for the public good. The main stream, after 
feeding the little channels which ramify through the fields, is used to 
turn the vilftge flour-mill, and is then made to offer up vicariously the 
prayers of the community by turning the village prayer cylinder. The 
plough in use is not unlike the Bengalee plough, but the pole connect- 
ing the plough and the yoke, instead of being straight is curved ; an 
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angle is thus procured which sends the share a good depth into the 
ground. The land is carefully cleared of stones, and after ploughing a 
clod -crusher is used; this is formed of boards by which all the clods are- 
raked into rows and then broken by hand ; their other implements are 
much the same as those in use in Bengal. From the great variation of 
elevation and climate there is scarcely any crop which might not be pro- 
duced witli facility in Bootan. Within a radius of a few miles, and often 
within the boundaries of a single village, fine flats arc to be found of 
heights varying from 4,000 to 9,000 feet. Tl^rc can be no doubt that 
it would be one of the finest tea-producing countries in the world if the 
inhabitants would only turn their attention to the subject. The steep, 
rocky plantations of our Hill Territory will not bear a moment’s 
comparison with the magnificent well- watered flats of the Bootan 
valleys, and the gently undulating slopes of the Hills forming these 
valleys. It is the only part of India in which, in my opinion, European 
colonization could evet be practically carried out. 

52. The Bootanese have no laws, cither written or of usage. 


Where there are no rights of property and the 
Judicial System. hereditary system is unknown there is no need of 

civil law, and where crime is the only claim to distinction and honor, 
there can clearly he no criminal law There is no Police. The Jung- 
pens are supposed to exercise powers of life and death, but these powers 
are only used for purposes of extortion. No one dares to complain of 
an offence, for if the person charged pays a sufficient bribe be is sure of 
obtaining his revenge by having his accuser heavily fined and probably 
robbed of all his possessions. For robbing tlic goods of a Penlow or J ling- 
pen, or plotting against liis life, a man is sometimes capitally punished. 
This is done by placing him on a drop projecting over the river; be is 


allowed here any indulgence lie wishes, however immoral it may be, and 
the indulgence which is customary on the occasion is of the most indecent * 
description. His hands and feet are then tied, and he is dropped into 
the rjyer. The only Jails in the country are dungeons under the Forts 
in which political offenders are confined, and in which Ryots arc locked 
up when undergoing a process of extortion. There was a code of laws 
# drawn up by the second Dhurma Raja, but beyond the fact of its having 
once existed nothing now is known of it. The only resemblance to laws 
of which there is now any trace arc those relating to etiquette ; for 
instance, a man may not pass a certain place on horseback, or may not 
cover his head within a certain distance of a Fort, or rai* wear a certain 
white piece of cloth across his shoulders when addressing a superior, &o. 
Omissions in regard to any of these rules are the only offences of which 


any real cognizance is taken. 
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53. Tlie cattle of Bootan, though finer than those of the plains 
are not to be compared with those of Sikliim. 
They appear to be a cross between the two. 
They are spotted and marked like the Sikliim cattle, but have humps, 
and in shape and size resemble more those of Bengal. In East 
Bootan the cattle are finer, and arc crossed with the Metna of the 
Abor Hills. We saw several fine Metna bulls turned out with the 
cattle near Poonakh. The yak or chowric-tailcd cattle are met with 
in large herds at high elevations, but they are not so fine as those 
of Thibet and Sikliim. The herdsmen accounted for this by the fact 
that all the larger animals arc carried off to feed the residents of the 
Forts, and that the smaller ones only are left for breeding ; they do not 
seem to be much used as beasts of burden. The ponies of Bootan, 
which used to be celebrated even in the plains of Bengal, have much 
deteriorated, and we did not see a single fine animal. This also is 
attributable to the fact of all the stallions being *takcn for the officials, 
the marcs alone being left for the work of the villagers. Stock is taken 
every year of all the marcs in foal, and indue season a messenger comes 
round and takes off all the colts, the fillies being left with the owners; 
if the number of foals docs not tally with the list of marcs in foal 
taken in the early part of the year the owner has to pay the price 
of a pony to the State ; and no plea of casualties is admitted. The 
Booteah ponies are vicious, obstinate, weedy, wretched, animals 
compared with those of Thibet and Sikliim. The Bootcalis only value 
piebald ponies, and this is the prevailing colour. Mares are much 
used by tlie villagers for carrying loads ; they were struck with admiration 
for our Sikliim ponies, which shows how the breed in Bootan must 
have fallen oil', when it is remembered that at the commencement of 
this century the Booteah Tan gun pony breed was considered the best 
in India. In all the Forts are a number of really magnificent mules. 

I never saw finer or handsomer animals of tlie class ; they are not, 
however, bred in Bootan, but arc imported from Phari in Thibet, ^wlierc 
they cost about Itupccs GO or 70. Many of these too are vicious and 
unmanageable, indeed a Booteah does not care to ride an animal tliat^ 
is not ; but with all this the men are, as a rule, miserable riders. 
Their horses and mules are always led, indeed no bridle is used, and all 
men of any rank travel seated upon a high Tartar saddle with a syce 
holding each leg. 


5 k The BWtcahs nominally profess the Buddhist religion, which 
they brought with them from Thibet. In point 
of fact tlicir religious exercises are merely con- 
fined to the propitiation of evil spirits and genii, and the mechanical 
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recital of a few sacred sentences. The old paintings on their walls are 
chiefly images of the great Budclh Sakya Thobpa, Chakdor, Vajrapani, 
(the subduer of evil spirits;) Pudmapani, and Mahakul ; their later 
paintings arc confined to representations of local saints, the chief of 
whom is the favourite Dhurma Raja, Farchoo Doopgein Sheptoon. 
Amongst the Lamas in the Monasteries there is perhaps more of 
Thibetan Buddhism, for though intercourse between the two countries 
is very limited, an occasional Lama goes to Lassa for his education and 
brings back with him a reinforcement to the theological knowledge of 
the Monasteries ; but these educated Lamas have the greatest contempt 
for their own people and country, and only remain in Bootan for the 
livelihood they obtain by painting and decorating, — arts which they 
acquire at Lassa. The Lamas, however, of the chief Monasteries seem 
to mix very little with the people ; they spend tlicir time in chanting 
invocations to the accompaniment of their own music, which consists 
of drums, cymbals, tfumpets made of human thigh bones, metal 
flageolets, and a kind of telescopic trombone made of copper which 
draws out to eight or ten feet, and may be heard for a distance of 
six or seven miles across a valley. The effect of the chanting is 
very striking; there is considerable sameness about it, but the measure 
is quick and melodious, and each verse ends with a crashing chorus of 
music. Many of their performances are of a representative character, 
and are descriptive of fights between the good and evil spirits. The 
drums are suspended to high frames, and arc beaten witji a crooked 
cane. Admission to the priesthood is only obtained by permission of 
the Deb and on payment of a fee. In addition to their religious 
duties the Lamas are charged with the medical care of the people. 
The main features of their medical system is exorcism ; disease is 
attributed to evil spirits having taken possession of the patient’s body, 
the Lama reads incantations, drums are beaten aud guns fired until 
the spirit makes a retreat. Little models of animals arc made in flour 
and butter, and the evil spirit is implored to enter these models, which 
arc then burnt. This treatment is probably as successful as some other 
more civilized and modern systems which arc mainly dependant on the 
faith and confidence of the patient. The chief Monastery in Bootan, 
in fact the only large one, is that attached to the Durbar ; in this 
there are 276 Lamas, though they arc generally represented to be far 
more. Emile Schlagintwcit estimates them at from 1,500 to 2,000, and 
this possibly was the number many years ago. At the prdSent time tlic 
Bootancsc arc getting very indifferent to Lamaism, and grudge the 
support of so large a body. 1 may here notice that Sclilagintweit’s 
derivation of the name of Tassislmjung is not quite in accordance with 
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that given to it by the Booteahs. He derives it from blcva-schis-chos 
grong , “ the holy town of the doctrine.” The Booteahs say that it is 
Tashi-shu-jutig , “ the Fort of the very excellent religion.” Thibetan is, 
however, very incorrectly pronounced in Bootan, and their version may 
be incorrect. The Lamas are an idle, good-for-nothing, illiterate set of 
men ; education is gradually dying out amongst them, and they are 
entirely ignorant, as a ride, of the tenets of the religion they profess to 
teach. They are under vows of celibacy and perpetual chastity, and are 
as a natural consequence the most sensual and immoral specimens of the 
most immoral race in the world. The village Lamas and the people 
generally confine their religious exercises to telling their beads and the 
constant dreary repetition of the six-syllabic sentence Om-Matii-Vailune- 
Hoitt , commonly translated “ Oh ! the jewel on the lotus.” Tt is im- 
possible to say what the real original meaning of this sentence is ; no 
two Authorities seem to be agreed about it ; all admit, however, that 
each syllabic has some distinct religious meaning. The interpretation 
as given to me by Chccboo Lama* who is a better informed Lama than 
is perhaps to be found anywhere out of Lassa, is that the six syllables 
represent the six states of future existence. The first represents Lha, or 
the state of the gods ; the second Mee, or the state of human existence ; 
the third LUamayiu, or the state of neutral and mischievous spirits, to 
which men who die in war are regenerated ; the fourth Tenriro or Dado, 
the state of beasts, in which all lazy and indifferent Buddhists are born 
again ; the iifth Yedctg, or the state of wretched demons in a condition 
of suffering ; and the sixth Myahvar , or the state of punishment. 
Those born in this latter state are exposed to tortures, heat, cold, 
and thirst ; those who are sent there for abusing the priesthood arc 
very suggestively punished with peculiar tortures, they are born with 
long tongues which are perpetually lacerated with plough shares. 
The constant repetition of these six syllables closes the entrance of 
the six states of metempsychosis and procures the coveted condition 
of Nirvana, or exemption from all future metempsychosis, and absolute 
non-existence. The form of Buddhism in Thibet and Sikhim, which 
is the foundation of the religion of Bootan, has been so fully described 
quite lately by Emile Schlagintwcit that it is not necessary that I should 
attempt to give any detailed description of it. As I have said before, it 
only presents itself to the eye in the form of praying cylinders, either 
turned by the hand or by water wheels, containing countless repetitious 
of a single sentence, by armlets and chains worn round the neck, and 
by rosaries for keeping a record of the number of times the mystic 
sentence is repeated. The form of worship in the temples bears a strong 
resemblance to the rites of the Roman Catholic Church. Incense is 



BUDDHISM. 


>127 


burnt, holy water sprinkled, bells rung, beads counted, and candles 
burnt on the altar, whilst the people at certain intervals prostrate them- 
selves before the altar, a low chanting being kept up by four or five Lamas 
half hidden in the smoke of the incense. Outside all the Monasteries 
arc rows of prayer flags and cylinders raised on high poles. The windows 
arc protected with 1)1 ack and white curtains from outside. The 
Bootcahs have no sort of objection to persons of another religion enter- 
ing their places of worship, and they will even allow travellers to rest in 
them for the night. The offerings presented by the people generally 
consist of large lumps of butter made up into various shapes. The 
villagers keep the Lamas of tlicir Monastery well supplied with food 
and the best land, gardens, and fruit trees are here as elsewhere 
generally to be found in the; possession of tlic priests. The walls of the 
Temples and Monasteries are always rudely painted with representations 
of the different Buddhist and mystic figures. The Bootcah Lamas arc 
of the Nyignapa sect. The Buddhist creed is thus epitomized by the 
late Csoma dc Korosi who died at Darjeeling on his way to Lassa : — * 

1st. To take refuge only with Buddha. 

2nd. To form in one's mind the resolution to strive to attain the 
highest degree of perfection in order to be united with the supreme 
intelligence. 

« 3rd. To prostrate one's self before the image of Buddha to 
adore him. 

4///. To bring offerings before him, such as arc pleasing to any of 
the six senses, as lights, flowers, garlands, incenses, perfumes, all kinds 
of edible and drinkable things (whether raw or prepared), stuffs, cloths, 
&c., for garments and hanging ornaments. 

5/Zr. To make music, sing 'hymns, and utter the praises of Buddha, 
respecting liis person, doctrine, love or mercy, perfections or attributes, 
and his acts, or performances, for the benefit of all animal beings. 

Gth. To confess one's sins with a contrite heart, to ask forgiveness 
for them, and to resolve sincerely not to commit the like hereafter. 

7th. To rejoice in the moral merits of all animal beings, and to 
wish that they may thereby obtain final emancipation or beatitude. 

8 th. To pray and entreat all Buddhas that arc now in the world to 
turn the wheel of religion (or to teach their doctrines) , and not to leave 
the world too soon, but to remain here for many ages or kalpas. 

55. There is perhaps no condition in which the deterioration has 
been greater in Bootan than in that of its foreign 
Trade * trade. In 1809, according to Lieutenant Ruther- 

ford, the trade between Bootan and Assam amounted to two lakhs of 

# Schlngintwcit, p. 106, 
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Rupees per annum, the lac, madder, silk, erendi cloth, and dried lisli of 
Assam being exchanged for woollens, gold-dust, salt, musk, horses, 
chowrics, and silk. As Bootan, however, produces neither salt nor 
gold, it is clear that the trade as far as Bootan was concerned was 
mainly a carrying trade. Just before the Burmese invasion of Assam a 
Thibetan merchant brought down 70,000 Rupees' worth of gold, and 
Hamilton speaks of a caravan sent every year by the Deb Raja to Lassa 
by which goods to the value of thirty to forty thousand Rupees, chiefly 
cloth, pearls, and coral from Bengal, were exchanged for tea, &c. 
Ralph Fitch's account of the trade between Bengal, Bootan, and Thibet 
in 1^683 has very often been quoted, and is given at length by Captain 
Pemberton, but perhaps a Memorandum on the trade of Bootan would 
be incomplete without it. I therefore extract it again : — ■“ There is a 
country," he says, “ four days journey from Cucli or Quichtie, before 
“ mentioned, which is called Bootantcr, and the city Booteah, the? King 
“ is called Durmain, the people whereof are very tall and strong ; and 
“ there are merchants which come out of China, and they say out of 
“ Muscovia or Tartary ; and they come to buy (sell ?) musk, cambals, 
“ agates, silk, pepper, and saflqpn of Persia. The country is very great ; 
“ three months’ journey. There are very high mountains in this coun- 
“ try, and one of them so steep that when six days’ journey off* it he may 
“ sec it perfectly. Upon these mountains are people which have cars of 
IC a span long ; if their cars be not long, they call them apes. They 
“ say that when they be upon the mountains, they see ships in the sea, 
tf sailing to and fro ; but they know not from whence they come nor 
“ whither they go. There are merchants which come out of the East, 
“ they say, from under the Bun, which is from China, which have no 
“ beards , and they say there it is something warm. But those which 
“ come from the other side of the mountains, which is from the North, 
cc say there it is very cold. The Northern merchants are apparelled with 
ge woollen cloth and hats, white hozen close, and boots which be of 
“ Muscovia or Tartary. They report that in their country they have 
iC very good horses, but they be little ; some men have four, five, or six 
“ hundred horses and kine ; they live with milk and flesh. They cut 
“ the tails of their kine, and sell them very dear ; for they be in great 
“ request, and much esteemed in those parts ; the hair of them is a yard 
C( long. They use to hang them for bravery upon the heads of their 
(C elephants ; they be much used in Pegu and China ; they buy and sell 
“ by scores upon the ground. The people be very swift on foot." For 
many years there was a considerable trade to Rungporc, and our Govern- 
ment kept up regular accommodation at that Station for the Bootan 
traders ; for some twenty years past it has almost entirely ceased, and is 
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probably now confined to the purchase of a little tobacco and indigo. 
With Darjeeling, too, the Bootan trade is now nominal. With Thibet 
their trade is scarcely more important ; in truth the Booteahs have now 
nothing to give in exchange for the commodities of other countries. 
They frequent the bazars of Phari in Thibet, but they are from their 
turbulent, quarrelsome, careless habits looked on with great disfavor 
by the Thibetans, and they go there probably to thieve from the wealthy 
Thibetans rather than to trade. Under a good Government the state 
of things would be very different. The easiest road from Bengal 
into Thibet is through Bootan, and the articles in chief demand in 
Thibet on its Northern Frontier, namely, tobacco and indigo, are^pro- 
duced in great quantities in Rungpore, the District on its South Frontier. 
Thibetan traders will not, however, trust themselves in Bootan, and 
the people of these two countries, only nine days apart, with fair roads 
between them, are thus excluded from the mutual interchange of 
commodities by the barrier which the rapacity of the Booteah Chief 
affords. 

56. The lower classes are very superior to the higher classes, 
though amongst the surrounding tribes the name 
Habits Of the People. “ Dliurma Llooteah” is supposed to signify every- 
thing that is low, treacherous, and fraudulent. I must say that I did 
not form an unfavorable opinion of the peasantry ; they seemed intelli- 
gent, tolerably honest, and, all things considered, not very untrufhful . 
Looking at the Government under which they live, the only wonder is 
that they are not worse. They are immoral and indecent ill their 
habits to an extent which almost surpasses belief; they have no sort of 
sense of shame or honor, and indeed intercourse between the sexes is 
practically promiscuous. The outward form of Polyandry, which once, 
existed in North Bootan, is not even adhered to in the present day. The 
conversation of the highest Officers of State would put the lowest 
Bengalee to shame. Of the upper classes generally it is impossible to 
speak in sufficiently unfavorable terms. 1 have already quoted Captain 
Pemberton's opinion of them, in which I entirely concur. Physically 
the Booteahs are a very fine people. There are some really tall men 
amongst them ; but, though very robust as compared with the people 
of the plains, they are not nearly such a stalwart race as the Sikhimese 
and Thibetans, which is possibly to be attributed to their immorality 
and drunken habits. Their dress is a loose woollen coat reaching to 
the knees, bound round the waist by a thick fold of cotton cloth ; the 
full front of the coat is used as a pocket and is well-stored with betel- 
nut, prepared chunam, &c. The higher classes have their mouths 
perpetually filled with this disgusting stimulant; they almost live on 
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it, and tlie occupation of the Dooars,* if it affects them in no other way, 
will by stopping their supply of betel soon bring them to reason. The 
women's dress is, like that of the Sikhimese, a long cloak with loose 
sleeves. Their chief ornaments are amber beads, corals with those who 
who can afford them, and large pins. The women would not be bad 
looking if they were not disfigured by having their hair cut short like 
the men. The Bootcahs arc an idle race, indifferent to everything 
except fighting and killing one another, in which they seem to take a 
real pleasure. They are dirty in their persons and habits to a degree. 
The insecurity of property makes exertion quite useless, and a 
Boo|pah's energies never take him further than the provision of the day's 
meal, which, if he cannot obtain by fair means, he will by foul. They 
live on meat — chiefly pork — turnips, rice, barley-meal, and tea made 
from the brick tea of China, which is the main article of sustenance 
throughout the Himalayas and Central Asia, # Thc brick is cut up 
with a knife and the leaves arc placed in a large hollow bamboo, hot 
water is first poured on, and then boiling butter with salt and a little 
crude soda. A cover is put on the bamboo, and through a hole in the 
cover the tea is churned for about ten minutes with a stick at the end 
of which is a notched round piece of wood. The tea is then put into 
large teajxrts, many of which are really very handsome and highly 
ornamented silver vessels ; it is poured out into little handle-less China 
or wooden cups, and as many as twenty of these arc consumed by one 
person in a sitting. A little parched barley-meal, rice, or Indian corn 
is throwm into the cup, and this is often the only food that a Booteali 
cares for for days together. It is unquestionably a very nourishing diet ; 
a cup or two of such tea is most invigorating after great exhaustion or 
cold. Their favorite drink is cliong distilled from rice or barley and 
millet ; it is really not a bad substitute for whiskey. The Murwa beer, 
made from fermented millet, is also largely consumed. As a race their 
failings arc very correctly described by Captain Pemberton in the 
following words : — “ I sometimes saw some few persons in whom the 
“ demoralizing influences of such a state of society had yet left a 
“ trace of the image in which they were originally created, and where 
“ the feelings of nature still excreised tlicir accustomed influence, but 
“ the exeex^tions were indeed rare to universal demorality, and much as 
ic I have travelled and resided amongst various savage tribes on our 
“ Frontiers, I have never yet known one so wholly degraded in morals 
11 as the Bootcahs.” 


Our subsequent occupation has shown this to he correct. 
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57. Of the exact population it is, I think, impossible to form any 

accurate estimate. Pemberton calculated the 
paia ioa. population of the Ilill country at six inhabitants 

to the square mile, giving a total of 79,200 souls. But I am quite 
satisfied that at the present time there is not an average of three 
persons to the square mile ; indeed you may travel for days without 
seeing a soul. I should think that 20,000 was a high estimate of the 
Ilill population, and 40,000 for the Uooar or Plain population; this is 
of course mere guess-work, as it always must be till wc get a survey of 
the country, by which time, at the present rate of progress, the Hill 
population will probably have died out altogether. 

58. Bootan is bounded on the North by Thibet, under the Grand 

Lama; on the West by Sikhim ; on the East by 
bouringstato^ 151 n81ffh " the country under the Towang Raja, a priest 
subordinate to Lassa ; and on the South by 
British Territory, and from their unscrupulous marauding habits the 
Bootanesc are on bad terms with every one of their neighbours. To 
Thibet Bootan is nominally subject, but the Thibetans avoid all inter- 
course with their unruly tributaries. Every year a formal feudatory 
payment of a fee as acknowledgment of subjection, consisting of a few 
pieces of cloth, silk, and some rice, is made, but if the Bootanesc 
omitted to send the annual instalment it is pretty certain that the 
Thibetans would not take the trouble to remind them of the omission; 
for the presentation of this tribute is made the excuse for a serious of 
robberies and outrages of various sorts in Thibet by tic party of 
Bootcahs who escort it. So violent are these men in tlieir conduct that 


for years past it has been customary to disarm all Bootcahs sent to 
Lassa, and for the last few years the Thibetans have made the Bootcahs 
deliver tlieir tribute on the Frontier. No Thibetan official or trader 
ever trusts himself across the Bootan Frontier, and their relations 
with the country generally are on a very unsatisfactory footing. The 
Thibetans invariably refuse to aid the Bootcahs in any of their wars. 
In 1771 when we invaded Bootan they addressed us a friendly letter, 
pleading for the Bootcahs ; unless we attemped to cross the Thibet 
Frontier I do not think that, at the present time, they would even 
write a letter on behalf of their feudatories. The Government of Lassa 
is just now in such a disturbed state that they can pay no attention 
to foreign affairs. It may not he out of place briefly to state how 
that Government is now situated. Some few years ago the Grand 
Council of Lassa (Capliyn) was composed of three men named Seme- 
ling, Tengcling, and Kunduling. A man of influence, named Sape 
Satya, complained to the Emperor of China of the oppressive and 
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inefficient rule of these men. The Chinese Commissioner, “ Kissen/* 
came from China, apprehended Semeling, and took him off as a prisoner 
to China, having appointed a person named Reting Durjeching, Raja 
of Lassa, (there is a temporal Raja partially independent of the 
Grand Lama.) Tengeling sent down to Calcutta to purchase arms ; 
on this, Satya, who was then head of the Executive Council, on the 
plea that he had invited the co-operation of the British Government, 
had him seized, and sent him a prisoner to Jonka on the Frontier of 
Nipal. Jung Baliadoor sent men to release him, and he was then 
removed to Sliakya-Jung. The Nepalese threatened to send men $0 
release him from that Fort, and Satya then deliberately murdered him. 
Kunduling died of fright. Reting, the new Raja, was a weak Lama, 
and gradually all power fell into the hands of Satya, who at last 
attempted to seize the throne. There are in Lassa two large Monas- 
teries — Dcplioong, containing 7,700 Lamas, and Gcndcing, containing 
3,300 Lamas. The Dcplioong Lamas opposed Satya, surrounded his 
house, and made him promise to give up all claim to the Rajaship; 
this he did, and was sent to Nonyo under surveillance. The Gcndcing 
Lamas at length talked over those of Dephoong, and about a year ago 
they recalled Satya and placed him on the throne. Reting escaped 
to China, and Satya has held his place at Lassa ever since, has fortified 
the town, and lias obtained from Jung Bahadoor some guns and a few 
artillery-men. Reting's cause was espoused by the powerful Tartar 
Raja of Nyakroong, a small border State of China, who has a very* 
large and efficient force of Cavalry, and who lias for years been at 
enmity with the Thibetans. lie sent Reting to China, and at the 
present moment there is a complete panic in Lassa, as a large force 
is entering the country from China under the direction of a powerful 
Chief, accompanied by the Nyakroong Raja, for the purpose of bringing 
Reting back and settling the dispute. Satya is unpopular at Lassa for his 
cruelties and oppressive conduct, and the advent of the Chinese Force 
seems to be welcomed by all but the Lamas who support Satya. He 
has announced his determination to hold out, and mutilates all those 
who speak of the approaching crisis in torms of which he disapproves. 

With Sikhim the Bootan Government has no communication • the 
Sikhimcse look upon the Booteahs as unscrupulous robbers, and have 
no more to say to them than they can avoid. The Booteahs once took 
possession of Sikhim and occupied it, and their relations have been 
unfriendly ever since. The lower classes of the two countries on the 
Frontier hold communication, and even intermarry. 

The Towang Raja is in a state of chronic feud with the Booteahs, 
and his especial duty is to protect the people of South-East Thibet 
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from the raids of the Tongso Penlow, for which purpose he keeps on 
the Frontier a force of 500 armed Lamas. 

59. The lower ranges of Hills and the Dooars abound with 
animal life. Elephants are very numerous, so 
much so as to be dangerous to travellers, and 
near Sipchoo and Jonksa they kept our Camp in a state of constant 
alarm. We found their tracks as high as 7,000 feet. Tigers are not 
common except near the Rivers ^g?eesta and Bcrhampooter, but the 
Zimpen of Paro just before our arrival shot a large tiger at Chalomafee, 
cjgpe to Tassishujung, at a height of 7,000 feet. Leopards seemed to 
be plentiful in the Hah Valley. Deer of all sorts are abundant ; some 
of them, judging from their foot-tracks, arc of a very large species. 
The musk-deer is found in the snows. The barking deer is to be found 
on every hill-side. Wild hogs are met with at great elevations. 
Large squirrels arc very common. Bears are found all round the 
Ilah, Paro, and Poonalch Valleys. Rhinoceros abound in the Dooars. 
Pheasants, jungle fowls, and pigeons are in great abundance every- 
where, and wild fowl are found in the Paro and Poonakh Rivers. 
The Bootcalis arc no sportsmen; they have a superstitious objec- 
tion to firing guns, thinking that it offends the deities of the woods 
and valleys and brings down rain. 

GO. The following Notes on the Botany of Bootan have been 
kindly drawn up for me by Dr. Anderson, the 
Botany. Superintendent of the Botanical Gardens : — 

“ Although Bootan has not been explored, botanically, to the 
same extent as the more accessible portions of the Himalaya, still 
we arc able to form a tolerably correct idea of its Flora from its 
proximity and physical resemblance to Sikliim. The country was 
visited by Griffith while he was attached to Major Pemberton's 
expedition. The Eastern portion of the Bootan range of Hills, 
North of Bishnath in Assam, has been partially made known botani- 
cally by Mr. Booth, who travelled there in 1849. Any accurate 
knowledge that we possess of the botany of Bootan is derived from 
the collections of these travellers. Mr. Griffith's Notes on the 
general features of the Flora and vegetation were published in his 
private Journals and in the Itinerary Notes on plants collected during 
his travels. His extensive collections, made while he was with Major 
Pemberton in Bootan, were sent from the Botanic Gardens, Calcutta, 
to the Court of Directors of the East India Company with the view of 
their being examined and distributed to the Herbaria of the Botanic 
Gardens of Britain and Europe. They were, however, retained with 
the other collections of Mr. Griffith in the vaults of the East India 
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House until 1858, when they were sent to Sir William Hooker at the 
Royal Herbarium, Kew, for examination and distribution. A special 
allowance was made to defray the expenses of that work. Professor 
Oliver undertook the arrangement and ticketing of the collections, and 
this most tedious work had so far advanced that Dr. Thomson, the 
late Superintendent of the Calcutta Botanic Gardens, was enabled to 
commence the distribution of the collections in 1862. Among the 
portions of these collections that have lately received, I observe a 
considerable number of species, oi the Bootan expedition. Many of 
the species arc quite new to science, although several of 
exist in the different collections made in Sikhim. The natural 
order Acanthace <e is the only one of which I have received all the 
Bootan species ; it contains some new species of great interest which 
I have described in i an enumeration of the East Indian species of 
Acunthaccai .’ * 

“ As the system of the distribution of the Griffithian collections 
seems to be that of first grouping botanically all the collections made 
by Mr. Griffith, it is probable that eight or ten years will elapse before 
the distribution is completed. As the portions of the collections are 
distributed, they become accessible to botanists for description, and some 
of the new species have already been described. 

“ The contributions made by Mr. Booth to our knowledge of the 
Flora of Bootan arc very meagre, and besides, were made only in the 
Eastern portion of the District. He entered Bootan in the winter 
season of 1849, and crossed several very lofty ranges in his attempt 
to penetrate into the interior. He was sent from England by the 
American Botanist Nuttall (after he had taken up his residence in 
England) to collect ferns, and seeds of Rhododendrons. Judging 
from some of his specimens which I possess, he appears to have 
botanized principally in Bengal and Assam, devoting himself, while 
in Bootan, to the collecting of seeds, ferns, and orchids. In Bootan, 
his greatest discovery was the magnificent Rhododendron NuttalU , a 
species unequalled in size and beauty by even any of the splendid 
species of this genus discovered in Sikhim. Nuttall published an 
account of Booth's collections in Hooker’s Journal of Botany, and 
one or two papers contributed by Mr. Booth on his journey to Bootan 
appeared a year or two ago in the Gardeners’ Chronicle. It appears 
that lie experienced considerable hardship in crossing lofty ranges of 
ten or twelve thousand feet elevation at no great distance from the plains. 

“ The general features of the vegetation of Bootan, and the distri- 
bution of certain species, depend on the peculiar physical characters of 
the country. The portion lying between the Teesta and the Monass 
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closely resembles- Sikliim in botanical characters. These are, the 
prevalence of a dense forest from nearly the level of the sea to 12,000 
feet elevation, except where a deep river valley is bounded on the South 
by a lofty chain shutting it out from the influence of the moist winds 
of the South-East Monsoon. Many of the Bootan valleys possess these 
characters, and thus favor the extension Eastwards of species that cannot 
exist in the moist climate of Sikliim. The deep valleys running more 
or less parallel to the lines of longitude allow the moisture-laden winds 
to penetrate to the base of the snowy mountains, carrying with them a 
po^ectly tropical vegetation. The dense luxuriant forests with which 
these valleys arc filled contrast strongly with the comparatively bare 
slopes of their lateral transverse valleys, containing thin forests of Saul 
and Pimis longifolia. The lower slopes of the outer range of hills are 
probably, as in Sikliim, rich in Saul with other types of a drier Flora 
than are found abovc^ 2,000 feet, such as, Banhinia , Terminal} a , 
Bomba?, Duabaiiya , Grewia , Elcvocarpus , Artocarpnx , several species of 
Ficus , Morus , Pavdanus, a few Palms, and Bamboo. In the dry deep 
valleys of Bootan Finns Ion yi folia is abundant, but it never ascends 
above 5,000 feet. The other Conifcroe arc Abies Brunoniana , which 
begins at 8,000 feet, followed by Abies Wehbiana, which extends to the 
upper limit of forest. This species also forms a large proportion of 
the forests of Sikliim above 10,000 feet. Abies Smitltianu , in appear- 
ance very like the Norway Pine, is also abundant in the interior of 
Bootan at high elevations and where the climate is dry. The Lareli 
named after Griffith, its discoverer, Lari? GriJjHhii , Hf. et T., is often 
associated with the Pine. It is very local in its distribution, having 
been found only on the dry inner ranges of Eastern Nipal and near 
the Valley of the Lacnen in Sikliim and in Bootan in similar localities. 
The timber of these four species of Conifcrae is largely exported to 
Thibet from Sikliim and Bootan. Pimts excclsa , a species common in 
the North-Western Himalaya, but wanting entirely in Eastern Nipal 
and Sikliim, rc-appears abundantly in the dry parts of Bootan. 

“ Besides these Conifera it is probable that Juniper us recurva , 
Deschoo, and an arboreous new species found by Dr. Hooker in 
Sikhim, also occur in Bootan. The Yew extends through Bootan to 
Assam and the Cossyah Hills. Cupressus funebris, Endl., the funereal 
Cypress of China, is cultivated in Bootan much more extensively than 
in Sikhim, and also at much lower elevations. In Sikhim I have seen 
it nowhere lower than 5,000 feet, while in Bootan it is found at 2,000 
feet elevation. To these may be added the dwarf Alpine species of 
juniper common above the limit of trees in the Himalaya, and the 
tropical and widely spread Podocarpus ncriifolia , Wall. 
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u A peculiar species of Oak, Quercus Griffithii, Ilf. et T., 
Quercus robur of Griffith's Journal, with leaves like the English Oak, 
is very abundant in the temperate forests of Bootan. It is an Eastern 
form quite unknown in Sikhim. Liqnidambar and Corylopsis , Mal- 
ayan forms of vegetation, also occur in Bootan, though they do not 
extend further West. In Sikhim, the order to which they belong is 
represented by the more extensively distributed Bucklandia populifolia. 
At heights from 7,000 to 10,000 feet a species of Primula, P. Stuartii 
of Griffith's Notes, occurs abuntantly,* flowering in February. The 
forests at that height also contain Magnolias, three or four species of 
Oak, Acer , &c., with the usual undergrowth of Acantliacea of the 
genus Strol/ilanthes ; Araliacice Camellia , Polygonum , Helwingia , 
Actinidia , Sfc. The portion of Bootan lying North of the Khassia 
Hills is protected by them, up to 6,000 feet elevation, from the full 
force of the South-East Monsoon. The lower ranges have conse- 
quently a much drier climate than those of Eastern Bootan, on which 
the moist winds from the Bay of Bengal strike after blowing unchecked 
over Lower Bengal- Griffith accordingly describes the hills and valleys 
of Bootan North of the Kliassia Hills as bare of forests to 6,000 feet, 
and the trees above this height as occurring only in clumps with 
grassy glades between them as in the Kliassia Hills. It is ’from this 
District that the most peculiar Bootancse species will be found, and it 
is thence that Griffith's collections have principally been brought. 

tc Of the Alpine vegetation of Bootan we know nothing from 
actual observation, but it is probable that the Flora is similar to that of 
Sikhim, differing onlg in the rarity or almost entire absence of the moist 
Alpine species so abundant near the Kanchingunga range of Sikhim." 
61. The Bootancse have no organized or cflleiplined Force. At 
each of the Forts of Paro and Poonakh there 
MiUtary Strength. are about 400 Poes or Sepoys, and at Tongso 

about 600 ; the Poonakh Force has also to protect Tassishujung. Of 
the whole about 600 are armed with old matchlocks; they have, 
however, scarcely any ammunition, and it takes three men to fire a 
matchlock. They told us that they had no confidence in fire-arms, and 
scarcely ever used them except in taking Forts. Their chief arms are 
stones, a long knife, a shield, and bows and arrows ; the latter they 
can scarcely use. The catapult which they also employ is a cl um sy 
contrivance by which twenty or thirty men, with an immense deal of 
trouble, throw a stone about 1 80 yards. Round their outposts they 
put little spikes of bamboos, which may possibly be effective against 


* The Hill sides were covered with this flower during our stay in Bootan. 
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naked feet on a dark night, but would be little or no impediment to 
our Sepoys. The leaders, and some of the Poes, wear coats-of-mail 
and iron helmets. They admit themselves to be the most despicable 
soldiers on the face of the earth : they told us that if one man was killed 
there was a fight for .his body, but if in that another was killed they 
always ran away. In the fights they have, which last for months, they 
consider the loss of two or three men to be evidence of a great struggle. 
When we first entered the country the people were full of a “ terrible 
battle ” which had taken place, and in which the mortality had been 
quite unprecedented. On investigating the real facts of the case, we 
found that nine men had been killed on one side and two on the other 
in the course of a war of some months' duration. Though those killed 
in these fights are. few, those wounded arc numerous. We scarcely met a 
man in authority who had not several scars and cuts on his face and 
body. 
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The following are the chief Routes known in Bootan 
I. JULPIGOOREE to DARLINGCOTE. 


Marches. 

Names. 

1 

Remarks. 

1 

No. 

Distance. 


| Miles. 

Julpigoorec to 


1 

13 

Kyranti ... 

• 

Cross the Teesta at Paharpur to Do- 
in ohuni on left bank by boat. Ford 
small stream Phuljirra, 2| miles 
from Kyranti, road good through 
cultivation, and numerous villages/ 
Ford the Dholldfeiver about half way ; 
road good ; first through high 
grass, then enter forest after cross- 
ing river. 

2 

13 

Bullabari or Cbukladri* ... 

3 

16 

Darling Fort ... 

# Hoad thence to Punkaburec. 

At 4£ miles ford Dholla River to right 
bank close to foot of hills, thence 
up valley to Ambiokh, or, via Tsak- 
machu, by following an Eastern 
branch of Dholla. 


II. DARJEELING to DARLINGCOTE. 


Marches, j 

Names. 

w 

Remarks. 

No. 

Distance. 


Miles. 

Darjeeling to 


1 

1 12 

Bridge over Rungeet 

Camp on right bank Rungeet ; a 
made road the whole way. 

2 

?4 

Pushok 

Road follows right bank of Rungeet 
through forest ; a very steep zig- 
zag ascent to Camp. 

3 

8 

Kaling Poong... .f. 

Descend and cross the Teesta by 
ferry of bamboo raft, but river can 
be bridged with cane suspension 
bridge. Ascent to higher hamlets 
in Kalingpoong very steep. 

4 

10 

Paiongoung ... »• 

Road good the whole distance ; good 
place for Camp : supplies obtain- 
able in small quantities. 
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Mabches. | 

Names. 


No. 

Distance. 

XtEMARKS, 

5 

Miles. 

Labar, (road thence to 


6 

9 

Jangtsa) 

Darling, or as it is called in 
the Map Dalimuote 

1 

Road gradual and good to summit 
of Rhishisum ridge and level on to 
Camp. 


. 

Road in places rather rocky on the 
spur running towards Darling. 
Ford river and ascend by stony 
path to the open clearing called. 
Ambiokh, thence by vory steep 
ascent of 1,000 feet to the Fort 
which stands on spur from hills on 
the East of the Dbolla River, 


III. DARLING to PARO and POONAKH. 


Marches. 


No, Distance. 
I 


Names. 


Remarks. 


Miles. 


Darling to 


1 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


n 

id? 

10 

7 

5 

9 I 


Tsa Kam 

Mochu 

Sipchu 

Tsigong 

Thlungchu 

Dungochucoo 

Bridge over 
liiver 


Am -Mochu 


Through dense forest to foot of Hills ; 
steep descent into Tsakamchu Val- 
ley. 

About half way cross Nurchoo River, 
easily forded. Camp on the Mochu 
River fordable. 

Still through heavy forest ; cross the 
Deohu near end of march, and 
ascend wooded cliff to village- 

Continuous ascent for whole of the 
march up a spur ; fine open grassy 
glade for Camp. 

Ascent the whole way. Water scarce 
here as spring advances. 

Cross the Tal<51ah about 10,000 feet 
and descent rather steep to Camp ; 
forest clad hills. 

Steep descent passing small hamlet 
of Yarbukka; fine bridge, a com- 
bination of the lever and suspen- 
sion; Am-Mochu very large river, 
quite impossible to be forded ; 
Camping 1 1 round on the left bank 
not very large. 
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MaBCHES. 


No. Distance. 


Names. 


Remabks. 


8 


9 


10 

11 


12 


13 


14 

15 


16 


17 


Miles. 

7 1 

1 a 

Tsangbo 

10 

►Saibi 

6 

Mirim ... ... 


Tegong La, North side ... 

• 

15 

Ilah Tampien 

9 

Changnangna 

4 

Paro m. 

8! 

Pimcthang 

14 

Chalumarphi ... 

m 

Piumzcnd 

* 



Road very good. Steep ascent from 
Bridge for 1,500 feet or so ; descend 
again and cross aHmall stream from 
North ; steep ascent to Camp in 
Tsangbk village ; ground for Camp 
large and good. 

Gradual descent to the Sukchu ; very 
fatiguing ascent beyond and road 
narrow and bad. The top attained 
road very good to Camp. 

A steep and fatiguing spur to ascend, 
road following the crest of ridge. 

Ascent continues to near Suphefjhi — 
thence road level and good to pass, 
and encampment two miles beyond 
in forest, on the level open ground 
close to left band of little stream. , 

Follow the ravine ; stream is cross- 
ed no less than ten times by wooden 
bridges ; pass under village of 
Dorika ; from bridge over the Do- 
riefeu, which joins the Harchu close 
below, the road is excellent all the 
way through a fine open level valley. 

Ascent of about 3,200 foet to the 
Chi La, 12,492 feet. Road very 
good, stony in places on other side ; 
Lamp in small village five or six 
houses, wood and water in plenty. 

Good road passing Gorinar monas- 
tery and village into thg level open 
valley of Paro ; wood rather scarce 
close at hand. 

Ascend and cross Biela, 11,164 feet. 
Road very good indeed whole way ; 
a little steep just above the village 
of Pimcthang, which is large and 
has a monastery. 

Road excellent about seven miles to 
the Buxa Dooar Road which is met at 
the junction of the Tsalchu with 
river from Tassichu-Zong, which 
is followed thence to Camp, which 
is on the right bank ; valley open, 
many fine villages and large extent 
of cultivation ; good bridges over 
the main rivers. 

Leave the Wangchu and proceed up 
valley to East ; road very good the 
whole march, crossing the Dokieu 
La about half way, 10,019 feet. 
Steepish descent into village, and 
fine open grassy spot for Camp. 



IV 


CHlEf EOUtES 


Marches. 

Names. 

Remaeks. 

• 

No. 

Distance. 


Miles. 



18 

8 

Punaklia 

After crossing the Chanachu below 
the Fort of Tilagong ; road gradu- 
ally ascends ana rounding a spur 
skirts the hill sides, and descends 
into the valley of Punakha close to 
Fort ; country open, and road ex- 
cellent. 

* 


Note. — La, a Pass — Gonpa, a Monastery — Zong, or tZong, a Fort. 


IV. RANGAMUTTY to POONAKH. 


Mabches. 

Names. 

i 

Remarks. 

No. ^ 

Distance. 


Miles. 

Rangamutty, a right bank 
of Berhampooter, to 


1 

18 

Burrumdanga. 


.2 

8 

Kuldooba. 


3 

14 

Bullumpore, 


4 

19 

Kooltab. 


5 

6 

Chichacotta. 


6 

6 

Rajhat 

In the Morung. 

7 

11 

13uxa Dooar. 


8 

19 

Murichom. 


9 

18 

Chaka Fort. 


10 

19 

Chapcha. 


11 

19 

Lcmboo. 


12 

8 

Woongakhe ... 

From this place Paro, the residence 
of the Paio Penlow, is about twelve 
miles and Tassishujung about six ; 
good roads to both. 

13 

_ 14 

Tilagong Fort... 

Small Fort, no garrison. 

u | 

8 

Poonakh 

m 

Summer residence of Deb and 
Dhurma. 
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V. From POONAKH to TONGSO. 


Marches. 

• 

Names. 

Remarks. 

No. 

Distance. 


Miles. 

Poonakh to 


1 

9 

Phaen. 


2 

6 

Santeegaon. 


3 

i* 

Reodang. 


4 

16 

Thindipjee. 


5 

11 

Tasseeling. 


6 

7 

• 

Tongso ... ... 

Residence of Tongso Penlow. 


VI. From BIJNEE to POONAKH. 


Marches. 

Names. 

Remarks. 

• 

No. 

Distance. 


Miles. 

Bijneo to 


1 

1 18 

Birjhoora. 


2 

12 

Sidlee. 


3 

12 

Bengtolii. 


4 


Gendagram. 


5 

12 

Zilinghar. 


6 

16 

Kachubarri. 


7 

12 

Pakkeehagga .«• 

This place is two marches from the 
Frontier. 

8 


Bissusing 

Here the Hills commence. 

9 

16 

Buro Bungloo. 


10 

16 

Dublcng. 


11 

16 

Cherrung • 

Soubah’s residence. 













VI 


CHIEF ROUTES 


Marches. 


* 

No. 

Distance. 

Names. 

BfpARKS. 



Bijnce to 


12 

i 

| Kooshila ... ...■' 



13 



Borgong 

► 

Short inarches. 

14 


Woolayc 

1 


15 


i 

Jallaye. 


16 


Angdu-Forung 

Or as it iB miscalled Wandipoor. 

17 


Poonakh. 



'VIL From SIDLEE to TONGSO (the valley of the MATU- 

SAIN, NOT VERY RELIABLE.) 


■Marches. 

Names. 

Remarks. 

No. 

1 

1 

a 


Milos. 

Sidleo to 


1 



Mainoo. 


2 

...... 

Gomphoo. 


3 


Zoolphaee. 


4 


Betuna. 


5 


Jamjooga. 


6 


Baugbaroe. 


7 


Takree. 


8 


Tongso, 
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Article IV. 

Whereas certain subjects of the British Government and inhabitants of 
Cooch Bohar, unknown, are alleged to have committed outrages within the 
Territories of the Bootan Government, the British Government hereby agree, 
on being^furnished with information of the acts of aggressions complained of, 
and reasonable proof to their commission, to institute full enquiries, and to give 
such redress as the circumstances of each case may require! 

Article V. 

The British Government hereby agree, on demand being duly made in writ- 
ing by the Bootan Government, to surrender, under the provisions of Act VII. 
of 185 1, $f which a copy shall be furnished to the Bootan Government, all 
Bootanese subjects accused of any of the following crimes who may take refuge 
in British Dominions, The crimes are murder, attempting to murder, rape, 
kidnapping, great personal violence, maiming, dacoity, thuggee, robbery, 
burglary, knowingly receiving property obtained by dacoity, robbery, or bur- 
glary, cattle stealing, breaking and entering a dwelling house and stealing 
therein, arson, setting firo<to a village, house, or town, forgery or uttering 
forged documents, counterfeiting current coin, knowingly uttering base of 
counterfeit coin, perjury, subornation of perjury, embezzlement by Public 
Officers or other persons, and being an accessory to any of the above offences. 

Article VI. 

The Bootan Government hereby agree, on requisition being duly made by, or 
by tho authority of, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, to surrender any 
British subjects accused of any of the crimes specified in the above Article who 
may take refuge in the Territory under the jurisdiction of the Bootan Govern- 
ment, and also any Bootanese subjects who, after committing any of the above 
crimes in British Territory, shall flee into Bootan on such evidence of their 
guilt being produced as shall satisfy the Local Courts of the District in which 
the offence may have been committed. 

Article VII. 

The Bootan Government hereby agree to refer to the arbitration of the British 
Government all disputes with, or causes of complaint against, tho Bajas of 
8!khim and Cooch Behar, and to abide by the decision of the British Govern- 
ment ; and the British Government engage to enquire into and settle all such 
disputes and complaints in such manner as justice may require, and to insist 
on the observance of the decision by the Rajas of Sikhim and Cooch Behar. 

Article V III. 

If the British Government should find it necessary to appoint an Agent on 
their part to reside at the seat of Government in Bootan, the Bootan Government 
agree to receive him and to treat him with due honor. The Bootan Government 
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further agree honorably to receive such Special Envoys as the British Govern- 
ment may find it necessary from time to time to depute for the purpose of settling 
any questions that may be pending between the two Governments. 

Article IX. 

* 

There shall be free trade and commerce between the two Governments. No 
duties shall be leviecl on Bootanese goods imported into British Territories, nor 
shall the- Bootan Government levy any duties on British goods imported into, or 
transported through, the Bootan Territories. Bootanese subjects residing in 
British Territories shall have equal justice with British subjects, and British 
subjects residing in Bootan shall have equal justice with the subjects of the 
Bootan Government. 


Article X. 

This Treaty, consisting of ten Articles, having been concluded by the 
Hon’ble Ashley Eden and at e this 

day of corresponding with , one 

copy of the same in English, with a translation in Nagri and Booteah, signed 
and sealed by Mr. Eden and , has been delivered to 

, and another copy in English, with a translation in Nagri 
and Booteah, similarly signed and sealed has boen delivered to Mr. Eden, who 
engages to procuro the delivery to within 

from this date, of a copy of the Treaty duly ratified by the Viceroy and Gover- 
nor General of India or the Viceroy and Governor General of India in Council. 
On the delivery to of a copy of the Treaty duly 

ratified, the copy now in the possession of shall 

be returned. 



PETITION FROM INHABITANTS OF THE DOOAfeS. xi 

To THE HON’BLE GOVERNOR BAHADOOR in CALCUTTA, 

The humble Petition of Bogioree hus Prodhan, Kobur 
Cband Doss Malick, Deepchand DosS Malick, Notteeab 
Doss Malick, Dorbaroo Doss Malick, Bodeedoss Fro- 
dban, Aufbal Doss Prodban, and other Malicks and 
Principals of Bhotgram, in Molikan. 

Most Humbly Showeth, 

That from fifteen or sixteen years your Petitioners have been 
placed under greatest distress, whereas the Ryots of Talook Ambaree and 
Falakata enjoy groat happiness since brought under 
Behar 11116 * 6 * Coocl1 the Company’s protection.* Your Petitioners are 
much pleased to observe the manner in which the 
Officer at the Sub-Division of Leokbani delivers justice, but as it has been im- 
possible for them to suffer any longer the oppression of the BooteflhB, they most 
humbly pray that your Hpnor would come to their country and keep them under 
protection that they might live happily as British subjects. Your Petitioners 
further solicit that a thousand Sepoys might be detached for their protection, 
whom they are willing to provide with russud ; they are unable to describe their 
grievances in this petition, but will personally do so on your arrival here. 
Your Petitioners beg to annex a list of the present collections made from their 
country, but as it contains a vast extent of deserted land, it is hoped that on 
being annexed to the Company’s protection many Ryots will settle in and culti- 
vate the wastes, and tho Revenue will amount to one lac or one-and-a-half lac 
of Rupees. 


Dated 17 th Augrahon 12G3 B . S. 


Translation of the List annexed to the Petition. 


Jumma . 


Neeriks. 

Hazar. 

Molikan 

IM 

14 

5,600 Rs. 

Mynagooree 

... 

42 

16,800 „ 

Tollia 


3 

1,200 „ 

Baksha 

Ill 1 

25 

10,000- „ 

Chamoorchee 

... 

3 

1,200 „ 

Bala Dooar 

* 

9 

3,600 „ 


Total 

96 

38,400 Rs 
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OH 
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33jj ®apt. 3&. Botleau Pemberton, 

ENVOY TO BOOTAN. 


(Dqfedj Calcutta , November 30, 1838.,) 


Part I.— Section I. 

The countries of Dootan and Thibet have from a very early period 
excited fra curiosity of the geographical inquirer, the merchant and the 
scholar, and few of the nations of Europe have possessed so deep an interest 
in the investigation as that of Great Britain, whose magnificent Empire in the 
East touches upon both these Kingdoms in many parts of its Northern Frontier . 

2. Thibet, hemmed in on every side by rugged and barely accessible moun- 
tains, long eluded the spirit of inquiry, and to a comparatively recent period 
was only known through the imperfect notices of Marco Polo in the twelfth 
century, and the desultory accounts of the Jesuit Missionaries by whom it was 
visited in the seventeenth. The researches of Klaproth and Abel Remusat 
into the historical literature of China have since added to the information 
previously obtained materials which, though in many respects defective, have 
still contributed to increase the amount of knowledge ; and the comprehensive 
and generalizing mind of Humboldt has been devoted with its usual success to 
the delineation of those great physical features and natural phenomena of 
Northern Asia which, until the publication of his “ Fragmens Asiatiques,” 
were cither wholly unknown, or had been erroneously traced. 

3. Bootan, though situated amongst the mountains which form the Southern 
slope of the great Himalayan chain, and immediately overlooking the plains of 
Bengal, was as little known a h the more lofty and inaccessible region beyond it, 
and would probably have continued so had not her rulers, in ignorance of the 
real character of those by whom the conquest of Bengal was effected, been 
guilty of aggressions upon those bordering States, whose integrity, motives of 
policy and humanity alike induced the British Indian Government to preserve; 
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4. The country of Cooch Behar, which became a dependency of the British 
Government when its sovereignty was established in Bengal, had been overrun 
and devastated by the troops of Bootan, in the year 1772, to a degree which 
induced the Raja of that country to apply to the Indian Government for pro- 
tection ; it was granted, and a force consisting of four companies of Sepoys 
with two pieces of cannon, under Captain Jones, proceeded to the town of Cooch 
Behar, then in possession of the Booteahs, which they stormed, and pursuing 
the Booteahs into the Hills, completed their dismay by carrying the fortress of 
Darlingcote by assault at the close of the same year. 

5. The Booteahs, as easily intimidated as they had been before insolent, 
immediately entreated the assistance of the Thibetan Authorities, and as the 
Teoshoo Lama was at that time the Regent of Thibet, and guardian of the 
Grand Lama oi Lassa then in his minority, the application was addressed to 
him rather than to the Authorities of the more celebrated capital ; a letter 
was in consequence sent by the Teeshoo Lama to Warren Hastings, Esquire, 
the then Governor General of India, requesting a m cessation of hostilities 
against Bootan, and the restoration of the lands of which she had been 
deprived.* 

6. The request was favorably received, and after some negotiation, a treaty 
of peace was entered into and ratified on the 25th of April 1774, between the 
British and Bootan Governments, a copy of which will be found in the Appendix 
to this Report. The energetic though simple style of the letter ^d dressed 
to the Govomor General by the Teeshoo Lama, contrasting as it di# in a very 
remarkable degree with the usual hyperbole of oriental correspondence, was 
calculated not only to effect its immediate object, but to crcato a desiro of 
becoming more intimately acquainted with its author, and to these considera- 
tions of a strictly personal nature were superadded others of paramount import- 
ance, as it was impossible not to foresee the probability of rendering a commu- 
nication so unexpectedly opened a source of mutual advantage, and a means of 
establishing an extended commercial intercourse. 

7. With these friendly views Mr. George Bogle, a gentleman of distin- 

guished ability and remarkable equanimity of temper, 
1774 Bogle,§ MiBiion » was deputed on the Gtli of May 1774 to the Court of 
the Teeshoo Lama j- A judicious selection of presents 
consisting of philosophical instrunients, the manufactured cloths of Britain 
and India, cutlery, hardware, and fire-arms was sent as specimens of the arti- 
cles our productive industry was capable of furnishing, and to these were added 
some more valuable tokens of the Governor General’s esteem for the Lama, in 
strings of pearl, coral, brocades, and shawls. 

S. Mr. Bogle accompanied by Mr. Hamilton, a medical gentleman of 
repute, left Calcutta iu the month of May, and travelling through Cooch Behar, 
Tassisudon (where he was detained seme time waiting for passports.) and tho 

* Letter of Mr. Purlii g to Government, dated Debar, 8th March 1774, 
t Turner'll Embawy, Introduction, png© xiv. 
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Frontier post called* Phari, which separates Bootan from Thibet, reached 
Chanmanning or Deshiripgay on the 12th of October 1774.* At this place 
and Teeshoo Loomboo he continued to reside until the month of April in the 
following year, when he returned to Bengal. No stronger proof could have 
been afforded of the judgment evinced in the selection of Mr. Bogle for this 
important duty, than the confidence with which ho appears to have inspired the 
then spiritual as well as temporal head of the extensive Empire to which he 
had been delegated. The Teeshoo Lama entrusted to Mr. Bogle, a short time 
after his visit, a considerable sum of money to be expended in the erection of 
a temple on the banks of the Hooghly River, immediately opposite to Calcutta, 
for which purpose a grant of land had been made to the Lama by a sunnud of 
the Indian Government, f 

9. Of the information obteined by Mr. Bogle during this journey to and 

residence in Thibet, the records of Government bear no traces b^ond a single 
letter from that gentleman, written from Deshiripgay, the residence of the 
Teeshoo Lama, in December 1774, and addressed to the Governor of Bengal. 
In this letter he represents the Lama’s reception of him as most gracious and 
condescending, and speaks of his readiness to establish an unrestricted commer- 
cial intercourse between his subjects and those of Bengal. He was then how- 
ever about to return to his capital of Teeshoo Loomboo, and postponed enter- 
ing into any definite arrangements until his arrival there, when lie intended 
consulting with the resident merchants. He, however, wrote to the Authorities 
of Lassa on the subject, and from the very high estimation with which ho 
appears to have been regarded, there was every prospect of a successful result 
to the negotiation. ^ 

10. Peculiar circumstances conspired at that time to give a more 
than usual weight to the opinions and representations of the Teeshoo 
Lama ; he had discovered and installed the existing Dclai Lama in his sacred 
office at Putala ; he was a known favourite with the Emperor Kienlung, of 
China, from whom he had received distinguished marks of kiudness ; and 
his influence had been greatly strengthened by his nomination to the office 
of Gosub Rimbochay, or President of the Council of Five Members, to 
whom during the minority of the Delai Lama the Government of the country 
was entrusted, though there appears to have been even then two Chinese 
Officers resident at Lassa, who were relieved every three years, and who exercised 
a powerful control over the deliberations of this strict ly national assembly. 
The expectations which had been formed were however doomed to disappoint- 
ment, and the death of Mr. Bogle and his friend the Lama, who fell a victim 
to the ravages of small-pox during a visit to Pekin in 1779, not only prevented 
the realization of the hopes that had been formed, but deprived the 
Government of the advantages to be derived from the information its agent 
must have obtained.^ 


* Turner’s Embassy, Introduction, page xiv. ; Rennelfs Memoir, page 301. 
t Turner’s Embassy, page 133. t Asiatic Annual Register for 1801. 
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11. A few notices upon the trade of Thibet is all that has been preserved in 
the records of Oovemment of this Mission, and had not the light of more 
recent research been shed upon the darkness of those little known regions, we 
should at this moment have been unable to determine with any degree of con- 
fidence the positions of the towns which were visited, or to follow the travellers 
in their long and laborious journey through a country which had been but 
rarely explored by the eye of European intelligence. Even under these 
disadvantages, the sagacity of Major Rennell* enabled him to assign a latitude 
to Tassisudon, the capital of Bootan, which is nearer the truth by twenty-three 
miles than the position subsequently given to it by Captain Turner, whose map 
is in this respect erroneous to that extent. 

12. In the year 1781, the melancholy circumstances attending the death of 
their respected spiritual head, the Teeshoe Lama* were communicated to Warren 
Hastings, Esq^rc, the Governor General of India, in a letter from the Regent 
of Toeshoo Loomboo, and one from Soopoon Clioomboo, the favourite cup-bearer 
and minister of the deceased Lama. These letters appear to have been* 
addressod to the Governor General under a conviction that he would sympa- 
thize in the sorrow which they so feelingly express when mentioning the death 
of their master. “ The measure of his existence,” says the Regent, “ was filled 
up, and the lip of the cup of life was overflowed ; and he retired from this 
perishable world to the everlasting mansions, on the first day of the month of 
Rujjub, in the year of the Jlijcree 1194.| To us it was as if the heavens had 
been precipitated on our heads, as if the splendid and glorious orb of day had 
been converted into utter darkness. The multitude lifted up, on all sides, the 
voice of sorrow and lamentation ; but what availed it ? for fortune, treacherous 
and %eceitful, had determined against us, and wo all bent down on the knee of 
funereal affliction, and performed the holy obsequies such as were due. And we 
now supplicate with an united voice the return of the hour of transmigration ; 
that the bodies may be Bpecdily exchanged, and our departed Lama again be 
restored to our sight. This is our only object, our sole employment : may the 
Almighty God, who listeneth to the supplications of his servants, accept our 
prayers.”^ 

13. Shortly after the arrival of these communications, intelligence was 
received in Bengal that the incarnation so ardently hoped for had taken 
place, and the Governor General thinking the opportunity a propitious one for 
renewing the intercourse, a second Mission was deputed to convey his 
congratulations on an event so calculated to restore happiness to the subjects of 
the Lama. 

14. The conduct of this expedition was entrusted to Captain Turner, of the 

Captain Turner’* Mia- Bengal Military Service, who received his instruc- 
tion, 1783. tions on the 9th of January 1783, and accom- 

panied by Lieutenant Samuel Davis, of the Bengal Engineers, as Draftsman 


* ltenueU’s Memoir, page 301. f gtli July A. D. 1780. 

$ Turner's Embassy, Appendix, page 460. 
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and Surveyor, and Mr. Robert Saunders in the capacity of Surgeon, he 
left Calcutta early in the year, and traversing the plains of Bengal vid 
Moorshedabad, Rungpore, and Cooch Behar, arrived at Chichacotta, the Frontier 
post of Bootan in the plains, on the 11th of May; from whence, pursuing 
apparently the same route that had been followed by Mr. Bogle nine years 
before by the Buxa Dooar, the Mission reached Tassisudon, the summer 
residence of the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan, on the 1st of June : here they 
were detained until the 8th of September pending a reference to the Authorities 
at Teeshoo Loomboo, without whose permission they were not allowed to 
continue their journey. 

15. It might have been suppoed that, after the friendly nature of the 
intercourse previously established with the Teeshoo Lama, and other influential 
Officers of Thibet and Bootan, the desire to renew it on so momentous an occasion 
would have been met with corresponding readiness ; but some apprehensivo 
jealousy must have mingled in the councils of the Thibetan Authorities, for it 
was not until after a delay of three months that permission was obtained for 
the advance of the Mission to Teeshoo Loomboo ; and even then it was coupled 
with an offensive condition which deprived the Mission of Mr. Davis’ services ; 
the persons deputed by the Lama having objected to more than two Officers 
proceeding beyond the Bootan Territory, that gentleman returned from Tas- 
sisudon ; and Captain Turner, accompanied only by Mr. Saunders, left it on 
the 8th of September, en route to Teeshoo Loomboo, the capital of the Teeshoo 
Lama, at that time regarded as the principal spiritual and secular Authority 
over the extensive regions of Thibet during the minority of the Delai 
Lama. 

16. The route by which the Mission travelled was the one pursued by Mr. 
Bogle ; and it appears to be generally regarded a$ the principal entrance into 
Bootan and Thibet from the plains of Bengal, though from its extreme 
ruggedness and difficulty it can hardly Ife viewed in this light by travellers who 
have had the opportunity of comparing it with the accounts given of other far 
more accessible ones on the East and West. The extreme jealousy of the Bootan 
Government prompts it to restrict intercourse with foreign States as much as 
possible, and to reduce the lines of communication in an equal degree : to this 
feeling is principally attributable the fact of both Mr. Bogle’s and Captain 
Turner’s Missions having entered, and passed through Bootan into Thibet, by 
the same route ; and it will be subsequently seen that attempts were made to 
compel the last Mission that has visited Bootan to pursue this rather than 
other routes, which were known to present greater facilities of access. 

17. The avowed object of Captain Turner’s Embassy was to convey the 
expression of the Governor General’s pleasure at the incarnation of the Teeshoo 
Lama ; but other motives, arising out of the political and geographical relations 
of Bootan with the Indian Government, appear to have rendered the renewal of 
communication with those countries necessary. No records are found in the 
archives of Government to throw light upon the specific objects of the Mission, 
and it is only from an incidental remark^f Captain Turner that they may be 
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surmised. At page 79 he remarks, when speaking of sortie Zinkaffs or 
messengers, for whose neglect of orders he was endeavouring to pacify the Deb— 
“ Having urged everything that occurred to me in extenuation of their 
crime, apparently without much effect, I was obliged at last to own that the 
Zinkaffs had yielded to the advice of Mr. Goodlad and myself, and not acted 
of their own accord. I observed that I had taken upon myself thus much to 
answer for, being charged with particular dispatches from the Governor 
General, and entrusted with a confidential communication upon the business of 
their Mission, which respected the ancient boundary between the Company’s 
Provinces and Bootan.” In the official Report which was submitted to the 
Governor General on his return by Captain Turner, he says that he had found 
in the Regent “ the best disposition for encouraging and assisting, by the 
authority be possesses, the proposed' plans of commercial intercourse ; but 
being neither so able nor so decided in his character as the former Lama, he is 
cautious of avowedly and publicly sanctioning a measure which might possibly 
raise up some inveterate enemies against him in the Chinese administration * 

18. The really important object of establishing an extended commercial 
intercourse was, according to Captain Turner’s representation, fully obtained, 
as far at least as the assent of the Regent of Tceshoo Loomboo was capable of 
granting it ; but subsequent events would appear to authorize the supposition 
that a far too sanguine view of the wishes and intentions of the Thibetan Officers 
was taken ; and their sincerity was not even tested by a proposal to confirm 
in writing the promises they had so lavishly made. To those who have had 
much experience in Indo-Chinese diplomacy, the neglect of this precaution will 
appear unaccountable ; and the whole scheme was, in consequence, left entirely 
dependent for its continued success on the personal character of the individual 
with whom the negotiation had been entered into : it wanted the official con- 
firmation which could alone give a character of permanency to the transaction, 
and render it binding on a successor. * 

19. In February 1786, a person named Poorungeer, to whose intelligence 
and fidelity Captain Turner had previously avowed his obligations, arrived in 
Calcutta ; and from the statements made by him, in reply to some questions 
which were put to him by order of Mr. Macpherson, the then Governor 
General, it appeared that many merchants had already found their way from 
Bengal to Teeshoo Loomboo. The markets of the latter place were represented 
as being well supplied witli English and Indian manufactures, and that they had 
increased in general estimation may be inferred from the fact that the gold dust 
and silver with which they wero purchased had fallen in exchangeable value 
from two to nine per cent, in favor of the goods : the adventurers who had 
invested their property in this new branch of commerce were said to have 
experienced perfect security and protection in its prosecution, and the most 
flattering expectations appeared to have been formed of its ultimate extension 
to regions far beyond die limits it had then attained. 

y, pago 367. 


* Turner ’Aim bass; 
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20. It may bo reasonably doubted whether, under so unstable and insecure 
a form of Government as that which has ruled the destinies of Thibet 
for the last ten centuries, these visions were likely to bo realized; but 
conjecture was soon changed into certainty by one of those revolutions to 
which all Asia has been subject from the earliest periods of authentic 
history, and in no portions of that vast division of the globe more 
remarkably so than amidst the stupendous mountains and lofty valleys of 
Thibet. 

21. The Goorkhas, having succeeded in subduing the numerous petty States 
which, under various denominations, occupied different portions of the Southern 
face of tho Himalaya range comprised between the Sutlej and Teesta Rivers, 
were stimulated by the representations of a refugee Lama from Lassa, called the 
Sumliur Lama, to invade the countries on the North. lie appears to have 
particularly excited their cupidity by an exaggerated account of the wealth 
contained in the Palace of the Teeshoo Lama, and in 179 L they dispatched a 
force consisting, it is said, of 18,000 men, which effected the conquest and 
plunder of this celebrated Monastery.* 

22. Intelligence of this aggression having been communicated to the 
Emperor of China, an Officer was deputed with letters to tho Court of Nepaul, 
demanding satisfaction for the injuries inflicted— an indemnification of fifty- 
two crores of Rupees for the property plundered, and the surrender of the 
Sunihur Lama and a Wuzeer of Lassa, who had been carried away captive by 
the Goorkha Army, on its rcturil from the invasion of Thibet. The Chinese 
Ambassador was treated with great indignity; his requisitions were met with 
scorn, and returning to China, he related tho unsuccessful result of his Mission 
to the Emperor. An Army amounting, it is said, to seventy thousand men 
advanced against Nepaul in two divisions ; and after repeatedly defeating the 
Gooikha forces, arrived within twenty miles of Khatmandoo.f In this 
emergency, an application for assistance was made to the Governor General of 
India, Lord Cornwallis, by the Goorkha Raja ; but the Delai Lama, no less 
solicitous that it should not be afforded, wrote at the same time, strongly 
deprecating any aid being given ; and apparently conscious that the Nepaulese 
would misrepresent the state of affairs, he carefully explained the real motives 
that had induced the Chinese Authorities to invade Nepaul, and disavowed, 
on their behalf, any secret or ulterior intention beyond the declared one of 
punishing the unjustifiable incursions of the Goorkha Chief. 

23. The policy of the British Government, and its relations with the 
several States engaged in these hostilities, precluded assistance being given to 
any party, except in a mediatorial capacity ; and this Lord Cornwallis 
expressed himself ready to afford. It is foreign to the object of this Report 
to dwell on the negotiations which were subsequently entered into with the 
Court of Nepaul — or to allude more particularly to the unsuccessful result of 
the attempts that were made by our Envoy, Captain Kirkpatrick, to establish a 


# Kirkpatrick’s Nipaul, Appn. No. 2, p. 317. t Kirkpatrick's Nipaul, Appn. No. 2, p. 347. 
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commercial intercourse with Thibet through Nepaul ; suffice it to say, that the 
apprehensive jealousy which has ever proved for a time an almost insurmount- 
able barrier to the realization of such views was here experienced in full 
force; and the danger of impending destruction having been averted by a 
timely submission to the Chinese Commander, the Goorkhas dexterously evaded 
complianc^with any propositions which, however likely to be beneficial to them 
in a commercial point of view, could only be effected by granting an 
unrestrained admission to those passes of their country which it appeared 
essential to preserve from the knowledge of a race whose career in the plains 
below had evinced the existence of qualities quite as applicable to war as 
commerce. 

24. The Chinese forces, after reducing tho Nepaul ese to submission, retired 
to Teeshoo Loomboo and Lassa, establishing a chain of military posts, however, 
along the whole Southern Frontier of Thibet, and giving the most unequivocal 
proof of their determination openly to assume the sovereignty of a country 
which had for years been virtually subject to their n»le. 

25. Captain Turner mentions,* but upon what authority I have been 
unable to trace, that the Sikhim Territory, an insignificant principality between 
the dominions of Nepaul and Bootan, was also garrisoned by a Chinese force ; 
and that the attempt to extend this military occupation to the Court of the Deb 
and Dhurma Rajas was successfully resisted. It is, however, exceedingly 
doubtful whether such an intention was ever seriously entertained ; and the 
extreme caution which characterizes the intercourse of China with foreign 
'States would induce us to believe that she would rather shrink from the 
occupation of Territory, so likely to bring her in immediate contact with the 
British power in India, than voluntarily assume a position calculated to excite 
tho distrust and uneasiness of those whose good will it was so much her 
interest to conciliate. 

2G. Whether tho Frontier chain of posts extended into Sikhim or not is, 
however, of little consequence ; the great object of prohibiting all intercourse 
between the inhabitants of British India and the extensive tribes who dwell in 
tho lofty regions of Thibet was then effectually accomplished ; and from the 
year 1785 to a very recent period, not only theso but the country of Bootan 
was as securely closed against us as though it had been buried in the innermost 
recesses of Central Asia. 

27. All attempts to preserve the intercourse which had been nominally 
established at that remote period appear to have been given up from a 
conviction of their futility, and the more profound the ignorance in which the 
Indian Government could be kept regarding the internal administration and 
nature of their country, the more securely could the Booteahs pursue the 
systematic course of aggression against the border States which had led to 
their first and most signal punishment in 1772, and again rendered a very 
decided remonstrance necessary twenty years later, when the Bootan 
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Government* evinced a determination to exercise, if possible, a controlling 
influence in the affairs of the protected State of Bijnee, an<l nominated a 
successor to the zemindaroe which had become vacant by the assassination of 
Ilovindra Narain, the former incumbent.* Against this assumption of authority 
the British Government protested, and an investigation was ordered, the result of 
which proved that the right of nomination rested with the Goveronunt; but most 
unfortunately the person originally named by the Deb Baja was permitted 
to remain, although it ought to have been sufficiently apparent that the 
confirmation of his choice would be regarded by the Deb as a virtual 
acknowledgment of his right to make one. * 

28. The relations of the British and Bootan Governments appear to have 
been unmarked by any event of importance from this period to the year 1815, 
when a native Officer, named lvishenkant Bose, on the establishment of the 
Judge of Rungpore, Mr. David Scott, was deputed by that gentleman, with the 
sanction of Government, to settle some existing boundary disputes with the Deb 
Kaja. No better proof* can be given of the extreme ignorance which existed 

•on the subject of the countries to which this agent was deputed than the 
allusion made to it in Hamilton’s East India Gazetteer, founded upon official 
documents. Kislienkant Bose is there said “ to have been deputed to Lamt , 
by the Bengal Government, to negotiate some boundary arrangements with the 
Deb Raja , but could not get any further than Bootan, where he remained 
above a year.” — The Deb Baja being the secular Ruler of Bootan , and not 
of fAism, the capita] of Thibet, as appears from this statement to have been 
erroneously inferred. 

29. As might have been anticipated, the inquiries of this Agent were 
directed to objects of comparatively inferior importance ; and the amount of 
salaries drawn by the different Officers of Government are recorded with a 
minuteness which might have been more beneficially directed to the character 
of the Government itself, and the nature of its relations with foreign States.f 
It is worthy of remark that the most particular inquiries made during my late 
residence in Bootan failed to elicit, with one exception, a single trace of 
recollection of the former Missions of Mr. Bogle and Captain Turner. No 
record is said to exist of the negotiations conducted with cither of those 
Officers, and of the comparatively recent visit of Kishcukant Bose overy 
inhabitant of Bootan, whom I questioned on the subject, appear to be equaJly 
ignorant. 

30. The information which had been elicited by the Missions of Bogle 
and Turner, of Bootan and Thibet, was succeeded by a total cessation of inter- 
course for many years, and it was not until the fate of war had forced the 
Indian Government into an unwilling occupation of Assam that communica- 
tion with the former country was necessarily renewed by the great extension of 


f Asiatic Researches, vol. 16, page 128* 
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the line of contiguous Territory, and the assumption by tho GdVemment of 
those relation which had previously existed between the sovereigns of Assam 
and the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan. 

81. Surrounded, as the Valley of Assam is, on three sides by tribes but 
little removed from a state of absolute barbarism, it was to be expected that 
during the ^becile rule of its Princes, and the anarchy which followed its con- 
quest by the ruthless forces of Ava, every bordering tribe would endeavour 
to extend its possessions, by an appropriation of as large a portion of the lands 
at the foot of the mountains as it had power to retain. This spirit of 
encroachment had been uniformly manifested, even on the territorial possessions 
of the British Government ; and the memorable declaration of war by the 
Marquis of Hastings against the Nepaulese in 1818 proved that, by the 
Northern Frontier tribes, it had been indulged to an extent which rendered the 
Bevere and decisive measures then adopted essentially necessary, not only to 
check the encroachments of which that Court had been guilty, but as a salutary 
warning to the contiguous States who had misconstrued the extreme forbear- 
ance with which they had been treated, and attributed to weakness a course of ^ 
policy which was dictated by the consciousness of power. 

32. As soon as the cessation of hostilities with Ava afforded leisure for an 
examination into tho nature of the relations which had existed between the 
Princes of Assam and the bordering Hill States and tribes, it was discovered 
that the latter had obtained possession of several tracts of land in the plains, 
the occupation of which had been tolerated by the rulers of Assam, from 
inability to expel the intruders, and an apprehension of more extended evil, 
should they excite the angry passions of tribes whom they were unable to 
pursue into their fastnesses amongst the mountains, and who could at any time 
descend and Bwcep the country with impunity, from the foot of the lower 
ranges of Hills to the banks of the Berhampooter. 

83. These tribes, equally desirous of acceding to any arrangements which 
recognised their right to the control of the tracts generally known by the term 
“Dooars,” at the foot of the Hills, were willing to pay for it the very trifling 
tribute required by tho Assam Rajas, more as an acknowledgment of their 
continued sovereignty in the soil than from an expectation that the amount 
thus paid into their Treasury would *add materially to their resources. It 
was, in fact, a mutual compromise between conscious weakness and barbarian 
cunning. 

84. The inhabitants of Bootan had more than any other surrounding 
tribes benefited by these aggressions, and as the extension of the relations of 
the British Government with them arose chiefly from this circumstance, it will 
be necessary to a clear comprehension of the subject to describe the number 
and situation of the Dooars, the tenures by which they are held, and the 
several acts of aggression which, since our occupation of Assam, have 
frequently seriously endangered the amicable relations between the two 
Governments. 
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Section II. 

1. The tract of country which separates the British from the Bootan Hill 

* Territory is a narrow slip extending along the foot 

of °L»am Bo0t>n Dooar * of the inferior ranges, from the Dlmnsoeree Rirer on 

the East to the Teesta River on the West: the former 
separating it from Booteah tribes, acknowledging the suprcmac^of the Delai 
Lama and secular Authorities at Lassa ; the latter marking its junction with 
the protected State of Sikhim : within these limits there are eighteen Dooars, 
or passes, either wholly or partially dependent upon the Bootan Government, 
of which eleven touch upon the Northern Frontier of the Province of Bengal, 
and seven upon that of Assam. Tho breadth of this tract varies from ten to 
eighteen and twenty miles, and its extreme length may bQ estimated at 220 
miles, giving an area of about 4,400 square miles, exclusive of the lower 
ranges of llills. 

2. The more Southern portions are all partially under rice cultivation, and 
«from these cultivated tracts to tho foot of the mountains, the intervening space 

is generally occupied by dense and lofty forests of saul, bamboo, and other trees ; 
but in some instances, instead of forests, the intervening space is covered with 
heavy grass jungle. Numerous streams, of greater or less magnitude, flow 
over pebbly beds from the gorges of the different defiles in the mountains 
to the Berliampooter River, making up in number for their individual want 
of volumo, which contrasts very strikingly with the expanded surface of the 
noble river into which their waters are all poured. During the cold and dry 
seasons, the courses of these rivers may be traced from the Hills above, by a 
serpentine line of water-worn pebbles and rocks, extending for some miles into 
the plains ; but as it approaches the Berliampooter, the character of the bed 
over which the stream flows becomes quite changed ; the stream then forces 
its way through the bed of alluvion which forms the superficial stratum of this 
portion of the Valley of Assam, and the banks of the streams are lofty and 
perpendicular. 

3. The most Northern portion of the Dooars, or that immediately border- 
ing on the Hills, presents a rugged, irregular and sloping surface, occasioned by 
the Bpurs and inferior heights which ^oject into the plains from the more 
lofty barriers on the North. Deep valleys and open areas are, in some instances, 
found amongst these subordinate ranges, and the inhabitants of the Dooars have 
not hesitated to avail themselves of such localities to establish villages at the 
very foot of the mountains. Thickets of dense vegetation extend through all 
the forested portions of the tract, which swarms with elephants, doer, tigers, 
buffaloes, and various other descriptions of wild animals; and the stagnant air 
is so deleterious in its effects on tho human frame, that even those most inured 
to the climate rarely remain in it for any length of time without inhaling 
disease and death. 

4 . The Kacharee tribes, by which these Dooars are principally inhabited, 
appear to be a race quite distinct from the aborigines of the Assam Valley ; 
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they are muscular in appearance, though small in stature, and speak a language 
peculiar to themselves : they are found within the British limits, as-well as in 
those Dooars over which the Bootan Government exercises control, and the 
facilities with which they could formerly evade tho punishment due to their 
offences, by crossing tho Frontier line, encouraged the predatory habits which 
have proved, for many years, a source of extreme annoyance and uneasiness to 
the British Government. 

5. Almost all the principal Officers in charge of these Dooars in the plains 
arc Kacharics, Assamees, or Bengalees, appointed nominally by the sunnud 
of tho Deb liaja, but virtually at the recommendation of the Pilos in 
whose jurisdiction they are comprised, and without whose sanction they would 
never bo able to retain their situations for an hour.; their orders are recoived 
immediately from the Zooinpoons or Soubahs in charge of tho different Districts 
to which the Dooars are attached, and who generally reside in the mountains, 
und are chosen from amongst the moBt favored class of Bootoahs. Enjoy- 
ing no fixed salaries, and deriving but little advantage from the barren 
mountains amongst which they reside, the Soubahs and Pilos look to 
the Dooars as their only source of profit ; and almost every article of 
consumption is drawn from them under the name of tribute, the amount of 
which is entirely dependent on the generosity of the several Soubahs, who 
regard tho people of the plains with the same sort of feeling which the task- 
masters of Egypt entertained for tho enslaved Hebrews. 

6. The imbecile Government of the Assam Princes tempted the inha- 
bitants of the Dooars to make frequent incursions into the more fruitful villages 
on the border, and as they shared their plunder with the Soubahs, the latter 
encouraged a system from which they derived immediate advantage ; and in 
roturn afforded shelter to the delinquents whenever pursuit became so keen as to 
render their continuance in the plains personally hazardous. This system was 
at its height when the British Government assumed the sovereignty of Assam ; 
and as its effect under the former dynasty has been already seen in the alienation 
of extensivo tracts by the bordering tribes, and the purchase of a doubtful 
security on the part of the Assam Rajas, by a surrender of territorial rights 
which they had not the power to maintain, it will not be without advantage 
to trace its development under a cjfcnge of relations, and when the British 
power was brought into contact with tho Bootan Government on points of 
their Frontier where they had previously been accustomed to pursue a career 
of unchecked encroachment and aggression. 

7* Tho tribute which tho Bootan Government had consented to pay to 
the Rajas of Assam for their occupation of the Dooars consisted principally 
of such articles as wore easily obtained in their own country or from Thibet, 
such os chowrics, ponies, musk, gold dust, blankots, and daggers, all to be 
taken at a certain fixed valuation, and upon an understanding, it may be infer- 
red, that thoy would be of average good quality. Those engagements were 
renewed and confirmed whon the British Government assumed authority in 
Assam; and though tho total amount of tribute to be paid did not exceed 
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Narrainee Rupees 4,785-4 annas, it very shortly appeared that the Booteahs had 
no intention of fulfilling any engagements which it was possible to evade ; 
and the evils arising from their attempted impositions were greatly aggravated 
by the arrangements made for collecting the revenue from them. 

8. A certain class of persons, called Sezawals, was appointed, by whom 
the tribute was to be received from the Bootcah Officers, and then paid into 
the local treasuries, a system which enabled the former to practise every art 
of deception, by changing the articles actually received from the Booteahs 
while in transit from the Frontier Dooars to the Beat of Provincial Government, 
and substituting in their stead others of inferior value. As all these articles 
were sold by public auction on their arrival at the principal stations in Assam, 
and under any circumstances rarely, if ever, realized the original valuation 
which regulated the total amount of tribute to be paid, an annually increasing 
balance appeared against the Bootan Government, which it never evinced any 
anxiety to liquidate; nor wero the repeated requisitions of Government, that 
properly qualified persqjis should be deputed to examine and compare the 
several accounts, with a view to their mutually satisfactory adjustment, treated 
with the sliglicst attention. It was evident that the Bootan Government consi- 
dered the nominal fulfilment of its engagements sufficient, and was determined 
to pursue the same system of evasion and aggression which had been so suc- 
cessfully practised agaiust the former rulers of Assam ; and this soon manifested 
itself in a manner which seriously endangered the friendly relations that had 
so long subsisted between the two Governments, and severely tried the temper 
and forbearance of our local Officers. 

9. Of these Dtfoars, tlicro seven comprised within the limits of 

Assam, which are dependent on the Bootan Government : of these, two border 
on the Division of Durrung, and five on that of Kamroop ; and they are known 
by the following names, reckoning from East to West : — 

IN DURRUNG. 

1. Booree-Goomah Dooar. 

2. Railing Dooar. 

IN NORTH KAMUOOr. * 

■>: 

1. Ghurkolla Dooar. ♦ 

2. Baksha or Banska Dooar. 

8. Chappagooric Dooar. 

4. Chapakliamar Dooar. 

5. Bijneo Dooar. 

10. The principal difference existing in the tenures by which these 
Dooars are held, consists in the fact that the first two are held alternately by 
the British and Bootan Governments during the year, the former retaining 
jurisdiction from July to November, and the latter for the remaining eight 
month— the five Dooars adjoining to Kamroop aro, on the contrary, held exclu- 
sively by the Booteahs, and we exercise no control at any period of the year 
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in their internal management. No satisfactory account has ever been given of 
the origin of this difference in the nature of the tenures by which the Dooars 
were obtained, originally from the Assam, and subsequently from the British 
Government ; and great as have been the inconveniences attending the former 
arrangement, it has been deemed more expedient to suffer their continuance 
than endanger the tranquillity of the Frontier by prohibiting a practice which 
had been sanctioned by years of uninterrupted toleration. 

11. East of Boorce-Goomah and Railing, which are subject to the 
Dhurma and Deb Rajas of Bootan, is another Dooar called Kooreahparrah, 
which is held on precisely the same terms from the British Government, by 
the Towang Raja, a Chieftain immediately dependent upon Lassa, and whose 
place of residence is within the Hills, about six days’ journey from the Frontier 
on the banks of the upper portion of the Monass River. This functionary will 
be more particularly alluded to hereafter. These eight Dooars would, it is 
thought, under our management, realise a revenue of between sixty and seventy 
thousand Rupees per annum, but under the existing system they are not sup- 
posed to yield more than between eight and nine thousand ; and this sum is 
annually becoming less, from tho unabated perseverance in a system which 
ceusos to demand only when the power to give is totally exhausted. 

12. East of Kooreahparrah are two other divisions of Territory, extend- 
ing from the foot of the subordinate ranges of mountains to the banks of the 
Berhampooter River ; and which are known as Char Dooar and Now Dooar : 
these have been uniformly held by the British Government since its occupation 
of Assam, subject, however, to the payment of black mail to independent 
tribes of Booteahs and Duphlas, whose custom it was to Writer the Dooars and 
levy it by proceeding from house to house of the different villages, and demanding 
it iu person. This practice, as might have been anticipated, frequently led to 
At. of extreme oppression, and produced a stong feeling of insecurity amongst 
the inhabitants of the Dooars, subject to such visitations. After years of fruit- 
less negotiation a compromise lias at length been effected, and tho Governor 
General’s Agent, in a letter dated the 13th of September ] 838, mentions that 
these formidable tribes had agreed to receive the full value of their black mail 
in cash payments direct from the Collector of Durrung, an arrangement which 
under existing circumstances, and the impossibility of altogether checking the 
custom, is the best that could have been adopted. *lt, however, yet remains to 
be proved whether they will abide by their engagements, or still endeavour to 
extort the accustomed tribute from the villages, in addition to the sums which 
they are to receive from the Collector. 

13. This general outline of the nature of the relations existing between 
the British and Bootan Governments, with reference to the Dooars in Assam, 
will show that in them were comprised the most fruitful elements of future 
discord ; and it will be advantgeous to mark tho consequences to which they 
led, before adverting to the condition Of the remaining Dooars on the West of 
the Monass River, which are included within the ancient limits of the Bengal 
Province. 
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14. The most Eastern of the Dooars, dependent upon Bootan, is called 
Booree-Goomah ; and was formerly under the immediate control of a Booteah 
Officer called the Doompa Raja. The first serious aggression against the then 
recently established authority of the British Government in Assam appears to 
have been perpetrated by this Officer, who, on the 22nd October 1828, entered 
the Pergunnah of Chatgareo, adjoining to Booree-Goomah, and carried off, 
not only some individuals who had fied from his jurisdiction, but with them the 
owner of the house in which they had sought protection. The Thannah 
Mohurir wrote to the Doompa Raja demanding his release, and proceeded *to 
Batta Koochee, a spot on the Frontier, where a small guard of eight Sepoys 
was stationed, to inquire into the circumstances. The Doompa Raja, with 
a force composed of Bootealis and Kacharics, amounting to about two hundred 
and eighty persons, treacherously attacked the guard, and caused it a Berioua 
loss of life. This Dooar was one of those held alternately by the British 
and Bootan Authorities, the Officers of the former exercising control over it from 
July to November, and $he latter from that month to June. The outrage 
noticed was perpetrated when the Bootan Authority prevailed in the Dooar, 
and not only the native Officer and some Sepoys were killed, but numerous 
women and other persons were carried into captivity ; and every remonstrance 
having failed to procure satisfaction or redress, the Governor General’s Agent 
in Assam addressed a letter to the Deb Raja on the subject, demanding the 
release of the persons who had been carried off, and the surrender of the 
Doompa Raja and liis accomplices. 

15. In his dispatch to Government of the 5th November 1828, detailing 
the particulars of this outrage, Mr. .Scott observes, “that disputes had long 
existed between the Assamese and Bootealis, respecting the right to certain 
Frontier villages, of which Batta Koochee, the spot where this occurrence 
took place, was one ; but that the lands had continued in undisturbed 
possession of the British Government from the year 1828, when we first 
occupied the country of Assam ; and that the Deb Raja had, some time 
before, deputed an agent on his part to be present at an investigation into hia 
claims, which were under consideration at the very time this attack was made ; 
and with a perfect undei standing that the lands were to sttnain in the interim, as 
heretofore, in the possession of the British Government.^ No notice appears to 
have been taken by the Bootan Government of the representations made to it 
by Mr. Scott, arid the release of the prisoners was effected by a Jemadar and 
party of Sebundies who had been ordered to retain possession of the Dooars 
having ascertained the Bpot at which they were confined, the Jemadar suddenly 
advanced upon it, and rescued the captives from their perilous situation. 

16. Our troops appear to have retained possession of this Dooar until 
the year 1831, when, for the first time, a letter was addressed by the Deb 
Raja to the Government, soliciting its restoration, and implying that the 
Doompa Raja, the author of the offences^ was dead ; this letter was referred 
to the Governor General’s Agent, and his opinion required as to the expediency 
of complying with the request of the Deb, 



16 


CAPT. R. B. PEMBERTON^ 


17. In his reply the Agent shows that during our occupation of tho 
Dooar, the revenue derived from it had increased from nine hundred and 
twenty-two Raja Mohuree Rupees, 4 to two thousand four hundred and 
seventy-nine, or been nearly trebled ; and he thought it would be 
highly inexpedient to comply with the request until the perpetrators of the 
murders, at the head of whom was the Doompa Raja, had been surrendered. 
In the event of tins requisition being complied with, he recommended that, 
instead of xevorting to the old system of alternate jurisdiction, a territorial 
division of the Dooars should be made, the Government retaining 4-12ths 
and giving the residue to the Rooteahs ; stipulating, however, for the previous 
payment of ten thousand Narrainee Rupees, the balance of tribute then 
due upon this and the other Dooars held by the Bootan Government. 

18. On the 23rd of March 1832, three messengers arrived at Gowhatty, 
in Assam, bearing letters to the Governor General’s Agent from the Oeb 
Raja of Bootan, from the Benkar Soubah, in whose jurisdiction the Rooree- 
Goomah Dooar is included; and from the Tongsp Pilo, an Officer of the 
highest rank, whose authority extends all over the Eastern portion of the 
Bootan Territory. In these letters, the restoration of the Dooar was urgently 
demanded, and in that of the Deb, the Doompa Raja was said to be numberod 
amongst the dead, — an expression which was considered sufficiently equivocal 
to justify the belief that it had been employed to evade the necessity of 
complying with the demand that had been made for his surrender. The 
messengers returned unsuccessful in their negotiations, ^nd were furnished 
with copies of the soveral letters which had been before addressed to the 
Deb on tliis subject, but of which no acknowledgment had ever been 
received. 

19. On the 28th of August 1833, Mr. T. C. Robertson, who had 
^fesumed tho direction of affairs on tho North-Eastern Frontier, addressed the 

Government, forwarding a copy of a letter from the Dhurma Raja of Bootan, 
in which the restoration of the Dooar was demanded in rather peremptory 
and discourteous language. Mr. Robertson thought that, if the Government 
determined to comply with the requisition, the Dhurma Raja should be 
required to depute a jwspectable Embassy to depose on oath, agreeably to the 
customs of their count^^ to the death of the Doompa Raja and his principal 
accomplice, and to consent to the payment of a sura of money, as a compen- 
sation to the families of those who had been killed by him and his followers. 

20. These suggestions were entirely approved by the Government, but 
it was not until the 31st of July 1834, or nearly twelve months subsequently, 
that the Bootan Government fulfilled the conditions, by deputing some 2%nkaffs 
to give the necessary evidence of the death of the Doompa Raja and his 
principal associate in the transactions, which had led to the attachment of 
the Dooar. 

21. Captain Jenkins, who had succeeded 1ft 1 . Robertson as Agent to 
the Governor General in Assam, reported, on the 31st of July, that he had 
examined witnesses as to the affirmed death of the Doompa Raja and his 
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confederate Nakphula Karzee, and waa satisfied of the correctness of their 
testimony : the former it appeared had been kept in confinement in irons, in the 
Palace of the Deb at Poonakha, and was burnt to death when that edifice 
was suddenly destroyed by fire. Nakphula Karzee, who had been also put 
under restraint, was sent to superintend the erection of a chain bridge near 
Poonakha, and one of the chains on which he was standing having snapped; 
he was precipitated into the torrent below and drowned; all the prisoners 
who had been carried off had been rescued, as already noticed, and the only 
remaining condition (the payment of a fine of two thousand Rupees,) 
having been acceded to, the Booteahs were allowed to re-occupy the Dooar, 
which has from that period been under the management of an Assamese 
Officer, subject to Bootan, called Guinblieer Wuzecr. 

22. The circumstances of this first aggression have been fully related 
as they clearly show the spirit of the Bootan Government, and the course of 
policy by which alone it can be brought to render reparation for injuries 
inflicted, or to pay attention to the most urgent representations. This outrage 
was committed at the end of the year 1828 ; and not the slightest concession 
was made, or reparation granted, until nearly six years had been consumed 
in fruitless negotiation, and the decisivo measure waa at length adopted of 
depriving the Booteahs of the advantages they had derived from the occu- 
pation of the Dooar. It is even doubtful whether they would then have been 
induced to accede to the terms on which the restoration of the Dooar was 
made to depend, had not the accidental death of the principal delinquents 
reheated them from the necessity of surrendering them to the British Govern- 
ment, and enabled them to escape the degradation which they thought attached 
to the surrender of any criminal. 

23. The tranquillity of the border, which appeared confirmed by the 
settlements of these disputes in Booree-Goomah, was again interrupted fll 
the following year, by a repetition of aggression from the adjacent Dooars of 
Railing and Bijnee, which are lffeld by the Bootan Government on the same 
terms as those already described. 

24. On the 28th May 1835, only ten months subsequent to the restoration 
of Booree-Goomah Dooar to the Bootan Governm^t, the Agent to the 
Governor General reported that an incursion had been again made into the 
British Territory from the Bijnee Dooar, by a party of fifty armed men, 
who attacked the house of one Moonoo Jauldah, in tho village of Nogong, 
and carried off ten persons from it into the Bootan Territory, where they 
were detained in custody. In this dispatch tho local Authorities advert to 
the constant and increasing frequency of these atrocities, and state that the 
principal Officers in charge of tho Bijnee Dooar had positively refused to 
pay the tribute for the current year, or to make arrangements for liquidating 
the previously outstanding balances, which then amounted to upwards of 
thirty thousand Narrainee Rupees. 

25. So great was the terror excited by these repeated incursions — 
extending sometimes to Pcrgunnahs lar within the British boundary, that 
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the villages on the border were in some instances entirely deserted by our 
subjects, and a general feeling of insecurity was rapidly extending along the 
whole line of Frontier, which rendered the most prompt and decisive measures 
indispensably necessary. 

26. A detachment of the Assam Light Infantry, under a highly 

distinguished Native Officer, called Zalim Sing, was sent to effect the rescue of 
the persons who had been detained in captivity, but with orders to avoid 
proceeding to extremity until every pacific overture had failed. He reached 
the Frontier, and proceeding to the* Stockade in which the captftes were 
confined, endeavoured to effect their release by negotiation. Failing in his 
object, he stormed the Stockade, rescued nine of the eleven captives who had 
been carried off, captured twenty-seven Bootcah swordB, some spears, bows 
and poisoned arrows, and four jingals; and effected a still more important 
object by apprehending the Booteah Naib, or Regent, of Bijnee, called the 
Dooba Raja, by whom these attacks upon our villages had been systematically 
planned, and the aggressors protected. r 

27. On a subsequent examination, the Dooba Raja distinctly avowed 
his participation in the act which had led to his apprehensipn, and admitted 
that of the British subjects who had been carried off in the course of these 
incursions, several had been presented to the Tongso Pilo, — the strongest 
proof that could have been afforded of the connivance of one of the highest 
functionaries under the Bootan Government in these offences against a friendly 
power. 

28. The number of British subjects who, on these recent occasions had 
been carried off by the Officers of Bijnee, amounted altogether to twenty-two; 
of whom nine were rescued by the party under Zalim Sing, and four were 
subsequently delivered up by the Dooba Raja — the remaining nine persons 
being satisfactorily accounted for, the Dooba Raja was released ; but as much 
of the stolen property was still withheld, and the By stem of robbery still 
pursued, it was deemed expedient to retain his Jemadar, Boonwur Sing, and to 
bring him to trial, as one of tho most active supporters of these predatory parties. 

20. The inquiries to which this state of affairs gave rise proved that 
somo of the Bootan Frontier Officers harboured bands of regularly licensed 
robbers, who paid them a considerable sum, and a share of the booty, for 
the protection thus obtained. These circumstances were officially reported 
by the Governor General’s Agent to the Deb Raja ; the surrender of all the 
robbers secreted in t be Bijnee and Banska Dooars was demanded, and the 
payment of arrears of tribute, in default of which the immediate attachment 
of the Dooars was threatened. It does not appear that any communication 
was received in reply to these demands, and it is even doubtful whether the 
letter containing them was over conveyed to the Deb Raja, it being 
evidently the interest of the local Officers that he should, if possible, be kept 
in ignorance of their proceedings, to effect which they frequently interrupted 
the communications addressed to the Deb Raja by the British Authorities 
in Assam. 
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30. A very considerable proportion of the detachment of Light Infantry 
which had been employed in the Bijnee Dooar was destroyed by the extreme 
unhealthiness of the tract, and Zalim Sing, its gallant leader, who had rendered 
the most important services to the Government, in various situations, from 
the first occupation of Assam, was included in the melancholy list of victims 
to the climate. So strong was the impression of the deadly nature of the 
duties of the Dooars to any but men born in the neighbourhood, that an 
additional corps, called Assam Sebundics, was raised for their performance, 
and was almost entirely composed, eithe? of natives of that part of the country, 
or of men bred in tracts similar to those which they were now appointed to 
defend. 

31. The portion of the Bijnee Territory in which these offences were 
committed lies on the Eastern bank of the Monass River, which forms its boundary 
on the West, and separates it from the other portion called Chota Bijnee, which 
is under the immediate control of the Raja Bijneenarain, whose most valuable 
possessions are comprised within the Pergunnalis of Khoonthaghaut on the 
North and llouragliaut on the South banks of the Berhampooter lliver : 
these he holds subject to the British Government, and claims them, I am 
informed by Captain Rutherford, as tributary mehals, on the same looting as 
Cooch Beliar, and will not register his name as the mere proprietary Zemindar. 
This claim was, however, rejected ab initio by the Authorities of Rung- 
pore, in whose jurisdiction these Pergunnahs were formerly comprised ; and he 
is addressed in matters relating tew them as Raja Bijneenarain Zemindar, &c. 
The Northern portion of his Territory, however, extending, as it does, to the 
confines of Bootan, has subjected him to the necessity of conciliating that 
Government by the payment of tribute, consisting of dried fish, cloths, and 
other articles, which he sends annually to Bootan, and which were said to be 
considered merely as presents, for which ho received others of nearly equal 
value.* This tribute is called “ Tale Manikee,” but it is usual to make extra 
demands occasionally, by sending a pony from the Hills worth twenty 
Rupees, and insisting on its being purchased for a hundred. The most recent 
information obtained clearly shows that the bordering villages of Bijnee are 
treated with no greater degree of consideration than those of other tracts 
similarly situated by the Bootan Officers ; and the period is probably not very 
remote when a decided interference will be necessary in the internal manage- 
ment of the affairs both of the Bijnee and Sid Ice States. 

32. Scarcely had the aggression of the Bijnee Dooar been repulsed and 
punished, when another incursion was made from the Kalling Dooar into the 
District of Durrung, on the 10th of November 1835. This Dooar is held, 
subject to the Bootan Government, by an Officer called Gumbheer Wuzeer, 
an Assamese by birth, of notoriously bad character, under whose orders the 
plunderers were supposed to have acted ; property, on this occasion, to a large 
amount was carried off, and the pluc.derers on their return to the Dooar, 


# Annals of Oriental Literature, page 266, 
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having been suspected by the Wuzeer of secreting a portion of it, to escape the 
necessity of surrendering as large a share as he thought himself entitled to 
demand, they were put into confinement : this led to inquiry, which confirmed 
the suspicions of the local Authorities, and Captain Matthie, the Magistrate of 
Ihirrung, proceeded to the Bpot to make the necessary investigation, having 
previously deputed a native Officer to request the surrender of thirteen persons 
who had been engaged in the robbery. 

33. Gumbheer Wuzeer, apprehensive of the consequences of his 
misconduct, enlisted and armed about twenty discharged Sepoys, and employed 
between one and two hundred club-men, to resist the attack which he expected 
would be made, and any attempts to apprehend himself or followers. 

34. Captain Matthie, attended by a small detachment from the Assam 
Sebundies of sixteen Sepoys, advanced to the Frontier of the Kalling Dooar, 
where he was met by a Booteah Kazee called Dayah, who came attended by 
about twenty followers bearing some presents, a degree of attention which the 
advance of the small detachment had elicited. After some delay, Gumbheer 
Wuzeer, who is sometimes also called Gumbheer Zinkaff, came into the Camp, 
and gave up twelve of the persons who had been accused as the perpetrators of 
the robberies complained against. 

85. An investigation was entered into on the spot, and although there 
appeared to be but little doubt of their guilt, the Magistrate failed to substantiate 
it judicially, and the prisoners were released — the Wuzeer entering into a 
written agreement to forfeit his Dooar to the British Government, and undergo 
any other penalty it might please to inflict, if within three months satisfactory 
proof could be afforded that the people under his authority had been guilty of 
the offences charged against them. 

36. Such a condition as one pledging the Wuzeer to surrender a Dooar, 
of which he was merely an executive Officer subject to the Bootan Govern- 
ment, it is quite evident ho had no authority to make ; and it can only be 
regarded as a concession, to which his assent was given under an apprehension 
that refusal would be followed by the immediate attachment of the Dooar. 

37. Notwithstanding the failure of conviction on this occasion, Captain 
Matthie was so satisfied of the correctness of his information that his exertions 
continued unrelaxed, oven after he had retired from the Frontier ; and his 
suspicions that a mutual understanding existed between the Officers in charge of 
the different Dooars was subsequently confirmed by intelligence which enabled 
him to apprehend several of the delinquents in the Booree-Goomah Dooar; and 
Beven-and-twenty men were quietly surrendered by Gumbheer Wuzeer, in 
consequence of the activo measures which another predatory incursion into the 
British Territory rendered indispensable, and which was perpetrated at the very 
time we were demanding redress from the Wuzeer of Kalling Dooar. 

88. On the 14 th of January 1836 a daring dacoity, attended with loss of 
life and property to British subjects, was committed from the Banska Dooar, 
one of the most valuable held by the Bootan Government on the Assam 
Frontier ; it borders on the division of North Kamroop, the most flourishing and 
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highly cultivated portion of the Assam Territory. This Dooar is situated 
between Bijnec on the West and the less valuable one of Ghurkolla on the East, 
which separates it from Kall^pg Dooar, the scene of Gumbheer Wuzeer’s 
recent aggressions. 

39. The Banska Dooar, which is also sometimes called Buxa Dooar, is 
under the immediate management of a Kacliaree Officer called Boora Talookdar, 
and another, Buggut Wuzeer : they collect whatever tribute is to be paid to the 
Bootan Government, and convey it to Dewangari, the residence of the Officer in 
the mountains who is their immediate superior ; and through whom all orders 
are conveyed to them from the Tongso Pillo, the Governor of the Eastern 
division of the Bootan Territory. 

40. It has been before mentioned that there was strong reason to suspect 
the existence of an understanding between the different Officers of the Dooars, 
and the apprehension of certain delinquents (by whom these incursions into the 
villages of Assam were made) in Booree-Goomah, who belonged to Railing 
Dooar, proved that protection could be obtained in them even by men who had 
been publicly proclaimed a 3 offenders against the British Government, and for 
whose apprehension the police of the different districts were constantly on the 
alert. Amongst the persons by whom this protection was systematically afforded, 
the Boora Talookdar of Banska Dooar was most conspicuous, and when the 
incursion mentioned as having occurred on the 1 4th of January was followed 
by a second the day after, Captain Bogle, the Officer in charge of the division of 
Kamroop, in which the offences had been committed, having traced them to 
Boora Talookdar of Banska, and in vain endeavoured to effect the restoration 
of property or surrender of the offenders, requested and obtained permission to 
proceed into the Dooar with a detachment of the^Assam Sebundies, consisting 
of eighty Sepoys, undei the personal command of Lieutenant Mathews, tlioir 
Adjutant, and attended by Lieutenant Vctcli, who volunteered liis services on 
the occasion. 

41. The detachment crossed the British Frontier on the 14th of February 
1836, and passing thro^li several large villages encamped at Hazaragong, one 
of the principal residences of Boora Talookdar in Banska Dooar. This latter 
Officer, and several others of subordinate rank, it was found, had retired to 
De'wanguri in the lulls, the residence of the Bootan Raja to whose orders they were 
amenable; but the parties succeeded in appiehending one Juddoo, a Kacharee 
and notorious delinquent, who unreservedly avowed his having committed several 
robberies in the Company’s Territory, from the Banska Dooar, and affirmed 
that twenty of his accomplices were then secreted at Dewangari : a portion of 
the stolen property was discovered in the house of the Boora Talookdar, and 
proof so decisive having been obtained, letters were addressed by Captain Bogle 
to the Dewangari Raja and Tongso Pillo, demanding reparation for the injuries 
inflicted, the surrender of the offenders, and payment of the arrears of tribute : 
a proclamation was also issued, announcing the temporary attachment of the 
Dooar, and two principal passes leading from it into the hills were occupied 
by parties from the detachment. 
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42. These decisive measures appear to have excited considerable anxiety 
in the hills : for on information being received at Dewangari, two persona were 
deputed by the Raja to endeavour to induce th%party to retire on a promise 
that when they had done so the matter should be fully investigated ; but the 
messengers were told that the Dooar would not be vacated until the terms 
demanded had been complied with. While these negotiations were in progress, 
thirteen notorious offenders were apprehended, who stated that they were 
professional robbers appointed by the Dewangari Llaja and the other Authorities 
of the Dooar, with whom they had shared the spoils of their predatory expedi- 
tions into the British Territory, and whose protection they in consequence 
enjoyed. 

43. The Bootan Government appears to have been quite ignorant of these 
proceedings of its Frontier Officers, but the evils arising from them were almost 
as great as though the two Governments were at war ; and the very unsettled 
Btate of the whole Frontier rendered an augmentation necessary of the Assam 
Sebundy corps, to the extent of twenty men per Company, and a proportion of 
non-commissioned Officers. 


44. So anxious, however, was the Government to avoid all risk of collision 
with llootan, that it was in contemplation to retire temporarily from the Dooar, 
rather than incur the hazard of a rupture, when intelligence was received that 
the apprehended collision had actually taken place, and the Booteahs hoen 
discomfited in an attempt to expel the small detachment which held the Dooar. 

45. After the failure of the persons deputed by the Dewangari Raja to 
induce the British Officers to retire from the Dooar, the Raja himself descended 
from the hills, with an armed force sufficiently numerous to excite suspicions 
of his designs, though he professed to be influenced by none but the most 
pacific intentions. 

46. Captain Bogle having declined granting him an interview until the 
most notorious offenders had been given up, this condition w r as complied with 
on the 1st of March, by the surrender of nineteen of the ringleaders in these 
aggressions on the British Territory ; and the Dowangpri Raja then entered 
the Camp, attended by about twenty Sirdars on ponies, and six hundred 
followers, armed in a very efficient manner with matchlocks, bows and arrows, 
swords, spears, and shields; “ their appearance, says Captain Bogle, in their gay 
dresses and their shining helmets of brass and iron was much more imposing than 
could have been anticipated.” The great offender and instigator of tft evils 
against which we had complained, as well as several other inferior Officers of 
the Dooar whom we had demanded, accompanied the Dowangari Raja to this 
interview, which was productive of no advantage, as he still refused to surren- 
der them, or to make any satisfactory arrangement for the payment of arrears 
of tribute : his conduct was, however, so peaceable that Captain Bogle withdrew 
the guards from the passes, and permitted all traders to enter, but still 
demanded the immediate surrender of the delinquents, and refused to hold any 
ftirther communication with him until this preliminary requisition had been 
complied with. 
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47. The Dewangari Raja appears to have been much embarrassed by 
this determination ; and after addressing a letter to Captain Bogle, on the 4th, 
in which he expressed himself ready to do every thing but surrender the Boora 
Talookdar, who being an Officer appointed directly by the Deb Raja he 
professed himself unable to give up but on an express order, he apparently 
returned peaceably to the hills, and Captain Bogle considered all communication 
with him at an end. 

48. On the .following morning, however, information was received that, 
instead of returning to the hills as had been supposed, the Dewangari Raja 
had stockaded a strong party of his force in the village of Silkee, near the gorge 
of the Dewangari Pass, and had himself moved with the remainder to a place 
called Soobaukhatta, about ten miles further to the Westward, where he had 
taken up a position with the apparent intention of preventing the attachment 
of the Dooar from being carried into effect. 

49. A requisition was addressed to him and his Lieutenant, desiring 
them at their peril to q*iit the plains immediately ; but as they disregarded 
it, and were found to be strengthening their position, an advance was made 
against them on the morning of the 7th by Captains Bogle and Vetch, and 
Lieutenant Mathews, with the small detachment of Assam Sebundies, of 
not more than seventy-five men, while the Bootealis amounted to about six 
hundred. 

50. On reaching Silkee, it was found that the Booteahs had deserted and 
burnt the Stockade, and fallen back on the main body under the personal 
command of the Dewangari Raja at Soobaukhatta : the detachment advanced 
on that position, and reached it about 5 i\ m. They found the Booteali force, 
about six hundred strong, drawn up on their front about a quarter of a mile 
distant. It was posted in five masses, with a few men extended between each, 
and occupied a series of small heights connected by broken ground which, 
while it concealed the Stockade from view, enabled the enemy to outflank and 
advance upon the small party from all sides, without materially exposing 
themselves to its fire. 

51. The situation of the detachment became momentarily more critical 
from the great disparity of numbers ; and the Booteahs having answered the 
requisition that they should retire with shouts of defiance and a simultaneous 
advance, commenced the action by firing at the elephant from which Captains 
Bogle and Vetch had been addressing them. Lieutenant Mathews, the Officer 
in command of the party, with a promptitude and gallantry equal to the 
exigency, instantly charged them at the head of his men, and poured in a volley, 
which was followed by the immediate flight of the Booteahs ; they were 
pursued by the detachment into the passes amongst the hills, and suffered severely 
for the mistaken policy of their leader. Twenty-five of them were slain ; about 
twice that number wounded ; and half a dozen were taken prisoners ; a loss 
which, with reference to the numerical strength of the party by whom it 
was inflicted, was most unusually large, and proved beyond cavil the extreme 
precision of the fire by which it had been effected. 
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52. The Dewangari Raja himself was closely pursued, and only escaped 
by the swiftness of the elephant on which he was mounted, and the abandonment 
of his tent, baggage, robes of state and standajj^s. 

53. The detachment, on its return, occupied the Stockade that had been 
erected by Booteahs, and of which, as being the first work of their 
construction our troops had ever seen, it may be useful to give Captain Bogle’s 
description. “ We found it to be an oblong work capable of holding about 
“ one thousand men, with a double fence ; the interior one (which was complete) 
11 being formed of stems and thick branches of trees, about twelve feet high, 
“ and with a mud parapet round : the exterior one, which was placed about 
“ twelve feet in front of the other, had only been carried half round ; it was 
u made of pointed bamboos and betelnut trees, was about twenty feet high, and 
“ had a kind of chevaux do frise of sharp bamboos twisted into it, at the height 
“ of four feet, making it very difficult indeed for an attacking force to get 
u sufficiently near to cut an entrance.” 

54. The consequence of this successful attack waS’tlie immediate voluntary 
surrender of the Boora Talookdar, and six of the village Officers who had been 
detained by the Dewangari Raja, and who came into the camp immediately 
after the flight of their nominal defenders. Formal possession was taken of the 
Banska Dooar, and a letter was addressed by Captain Bogle to the Deb Raja, 
stating the circumstances that had led to its attachment. 

55. This was the most serious collision that had ever taken place between 
the local Officers of the two Governments, from our first occupation of Assam; 
and it enabled them to estimate more correctly than they had ever before had an 
opportunity of doing, the numerical strength and equipment of the force which 
the Booteahs were capable of collecting on emergency on any* point of their 
Frontier. The numbers brought on this occasion into the field exceed 
considerably what had been anticipated as practicable, and though the resistance 
they offered to an opposing party not one-tenth of their own strength evinced an 
extreme degree of pusillanimity, there were many circumstances which might 
ha v% tended to paralyze their exertions, and none more powerfully than the 
belief that their loader, the Dewangari Raja, was acting without authority from 
his Government. 

56. It was now quite evident that the fears of the different Frontier Officers 
had been at last powerfully excited, and many of the offenders who had been 
convicted of aggressions against our subjects were dfcendered to the Officers 
in charjjp of the districts on the Northern bank of Berhampootcr River. The 
attention of the Bootan Government itself was also effectually roused by the 
loss of one of its most valuable possessions, and in less than a month after the 
action at Soobankhatta, the Governor General’s Agent announced the arrival of 
two Zinkaffs to inquire, on the part of the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, into 
the circumstances which had led to the occupation of the Dooar by our 
Officers. 

57. They were succeeded, on the 10th May 1836 by a more formal 
deputation, consisting of four Zinkaffs who had been sent on the part of the 
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Deb and Dhurma Rajas, the father of the latter, and of the Tongso Pilo, 
to represent the extreme distress to which the whole country had been reduced 
by the attachment of the Dooar and the prohibition to indent upon it for 
their accustomed supplies. T1#le messengers * conveyed letters from the 
Tongso Pilo and father of the Dhurma Raja, of which, as they furnish 
some insight into the national character of the Booteahs, it be useful to 
annex the translations forwarded to Government by the Governor General’s 
Agent.* 

68. The extremely moderate tone of both these lettera was calculated 
to allay the resentment which the repeated aggressions of the Booteah Officers 
had produced; and although the most satisfactory proof had been obtained, 
that the Tongso Pilo had not only shared in the profits of the plunder of our 
Territory, but had in a degree assisted in organizing the bands of robbers by 
whom it was effected, it still appeared desirable to avoid, if possible, reducing 
those innocer^)f the offences to such extreme distress as would be entailed 
upon them by the continued retention of the Dooar ; and the Governor 
General’s Agent returned to them in the first instance the granaries which our 
Troops had seized, hut refused to give up the Dooar until the Zinkaffs had 
consented to sign an agreement for its future more satisfactory management, 
and for the immediate surrender of all offenders against the British Govern- 
ment who might take refuge in this or any other of the Dooars. 

59. The Zinkaffs declared that they had no power to do more than 
receive the Dooar, which it appears they fully expected would have been 
surrendered unconditionally. In this dilemma, their only resource was to 
return to the father of the Dhurma Raja at Dewangari for orders, with which 
they came back, a few days after, to Gowhatty. They had received from him 
blank forms, impressed with his seal, which were subsequently filled up, and an 
agreement entered into well calculated, if honestly fulfilled, to realise the 
objects for which it had been framed. f 

60. This document, it may be necessary to observe, was never subse- 
quently ratified by the red seal of the Deb Raja, which was indispei^bly 

nocessary to give it the requisite character of validity; and the deputing 
persons of so low a grade as Zinkaffs, who are mere messengers, to negotiate 

with an Officer holding the distinguished and responsible rank of Agent to 

the Governor General of India, is a custom equally at variance with the 
respect due to that OfficeMnd to the Government whose representative he is. 
The Tongso Pilo is the Officer whose rank in Bootan corresponds most nearly 
with that of the Agent to the Governor General ; and on any subsequent 
occasion, it would be desirable to insist upon the deputation, under the seal* of 
the Deb Raja, either of that Officer, or of the Soubah (called in Booteah 
Zimpen) in whose jurisdiction the circumstances may have occurred that 
rendered negotiation necessary. 

t Vide Appendix No. 2. 

d 


* Vide Appendix Nos. 4 and 5. 
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61. On the execution of this .agreement the Dooar was again restored to 
the Bootan Authorities, and our Frontier appeared likely to enjoy a temporary 
respite from the harassing incursions to which it had been exposed for so 
many years. It was however quite evident Wat unless Borne definite engage- 
ments could entered into directly with the Bootan Government, the present 
calm was lial4l to interruption ; for experience had shown that it was in the 
power of the Frontier Officers, not only to intercept any communications which 
might be addressed to the Deb Raja complaining of their conduct, but so to 
misrepresent the circumstances that had actually occurred as to make that 
a PSIP ar aggression against their Government which was really an injury to 
ours* 

62. The extreme inconvenience and political danger arising from such a 
state of affairs were clearly foreseen by Mr. T. C. Robertson, the then Agent to 
the Governor General, when these disturbances first arose ; and they are 
powerfully stated in a letter addressed to Government of the December 
1833, in the following terms : — “ it remains to say a few words on the manner 
in which a rupture with Bootan might affect the immediate interests of the 
Government. The first evil to be thence apprehended is the suspension of all 
the measures now in progress for the improvement of the internal administration 
of Assam, and probably the loss of a year’s revenue from that portion of 
country lying North of the Berhampooter. The Assamese dread the Booteahs; 
and the first symptom of hostile inroad from the hills would throw 
the population of the plains into consternation, and put it for a season 
tollight. 

“ There would also be an indirect loss sustained by the cessation of that 
commercial intercourse whence there is every reason to hope that great benefits 
may soon accrue to Assam. The Booteahs not only require the produce of the 
plains for their support, but seem disposed to become the customers of the 
Assamese for various commodities which the latter can either supply by their 
own industry or procure from Bengal, to be exchanged, among other articles, 
forjmld, of which metal there seems reason to suspect that the regions to the 
Nortn of Bootan yield no inconsiderable quantity. 

“ Years of disturbance and foreign invasion have interrupted the inter- 
course between the mountains and the plains, but it has never been entirely 
broken off, and will now, I trust, if not checked by any political misunder- 
standing, annually increase. But the inconvenience^poth direct and indirect, 
to whichl have alluded, are insignificant in comparison with the expense and 
embarr®fcnent to be apprehended from warlike operations, which, if defensive, 
must be confined to an unhealthy region at the foot of the hills, or if active 
and offensive, be pursued at the imminent hazard of a war with China, and 
without the slightest prospect of any compensatory result. 

44 Should, however, the rulers of Bootan, abandoning the moderation 
which has hitherto marked their demeanour towards us, render hostilities 
inevitable, it will then, I conceive, be necessary to^sequester their possessions 
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in the plains, to employ the irregular corps ;n Assam in guarding the gorges of 
the passes leading from the hills, and to station during the cold Beason, perhaps 
during the year, one or two regular Battalions at Durrung, and to increase the 
strength of the European Detaclftnent in the Cossyah Hills. I entertain, 
however, the greatest hope that there will be nonoceasity for any measure of 
coercion in order to bring the existing differences to a satisfactory conclusion ; 
and I take this opportunity of suggesting whether, in the event of their mani- 
festing a disposition to continue on friendly terms, “ notwithstanding the change 
effected in their position, and perhaps in their feelings towards the British 
Government, by the circumstance of Assam having fallen under the dom^on 
of that power, it may not be advisable to depute an Envoy to the Court of 
the Dhurma Baja, to settle the terms of commercial intercourse between the 
States, and if possible, effect such an adjustment of the tribute payable for the 
Dooars as may diminish the chances of misunderstanding arising from this 
source.” 

63. iWK were th% views entertained in 1833 ; and the events which have 
been already related tended strongly to enforce the expediency of adopting that 
portion of them which recommended the deputation of an Envoy to the Court 
of the Deb and Dhurma llajas of Bootan : for although the more immediate 
object of Buch a mission might not be attainable, it was hardly possible, if 
conductod with ordinary intelligence and zeal, that it should fail to throw some 
additional light, not only on the nature and form of a Government with which our 
relations were becoming daily more precarious, but on its resources and external 
relations, on the physical geography of the country, and on those other 
branches of its natural history and productions which, in the times of Captain 
Turner and Mr. Bogle, seldom received the attention to which they were 
entitled. 

64. The state of affairs arising out of our connection with the Dooars in 

Assam might appear to have been a necessary consequence of the complicated 
nature of the tenures by which they were held by the Bootan Government, 
involving divided jurisdiction, payment of tribute in kind and money ^and 
unsettled boundaries ; but it will be seen, that even on that part of our 
Frontier where the Booteahs had undisputed sway over the Dooars, their 
mismanagement was productive of effects scarcely less likely to lead to serious 
misunderstanding with the British Government, and led to more than ono 
attempt, on the part of unhappy proprietors of the villages in the plains, 
to transfer their allegiance from their Booteah masters to otherR, of whose 
justice they bad learnt to form a higher estimate. Such offers are w^P worthy 
consideration, for they afford an unanswerable reply to those who have been 
accustomed to institute a comparison botween British and Native rule, 
injurious to the former ; and it will bo seen in the following account of our 
connection with, and subsequent surrender of, these Dooars to the Bootan 
Government, that we subjected them, by doing so, to a control against which 
they have been since constantly rebelling, and which has led to the almost total 
desertion of many large tracts of land by their oppressed inhabitants. • 
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Section III. 

1. The DooarB now alluded to are the eleven extending along the 

Northern Frontier of Bengal, and jare included between 

Of the BootMiBooars the Teesta River on the West and Monass on the 

on the Bengal Frontier. ^ „ _ , f „ * 

East ; counting from West to East, the following is 

their order of sucoession : — 

1. Darlingcote* Dooar. 

2. Zumurcote Dooar. 

3. Chamoorchee Dooar. 

4. Luckee Dooar. 

5. Buxa Dooar. 

6. Bhulka Dooar 

7. Bara Dooar. 

8. Goomar Dooar. 

9. Reepoo Dooar. 

10. Cherrung or Sidlee Dooar. 

11. Bagh or Bijnee Dooar. 

2. Some of these Dooars touch immediately on the Territories of the 
Honorable Company, and others are separated from it by the intervening 
protected or tributary States of Cooch Behar, Sidlee, and Bijnee. 

3. Of the six Dooars extending from Darlingcote East to Buxa very 
little information is procurable beyond the fact that the lands in the plains, 
which touch upon the confines of Bengal and Bootan, belonged originally to 
the former, but had been wrested from it during the decline of the Mahoincdan 
power in these Provinces. Subsequently to that period, several of the most 
important of these PergunnaliB, or Districts, were regained by the Rajas of Cooch 
Behar and the more powerful Zemindars of the Frontier : and the limits of 
their respective Territories become most uncertain and confused ; the general 
line of boundary on the West, which separates the Bootan from the British 
Territory, is marked by the Teesta River as far South as the village of Gopaul- 
gunge : at this point it crosses to the Eastern bank of the river, and the 
Territories become intermixed in a most confused and irregular manner, 
a state of affairs which it is almost impossible to obviate, from the great 
extent of the jungle and forest lands, and the unsettled habits of the popu- 
lation, who are constantly changing their places qf abode in the hope of 
evading the payment of revenue, or escaping the punishment due to their 

aggress^P. 

4. In the few records to which reference can now be made, it appears 
that in 1784* the District of Fallacottah, situated in the very heart of the 
extensive zemindary of Bykantpore, on the Western bank of the Teesta 
River, was made over to the Booteahs by Captain Turner, under orders 
from the Government ; and that a sum of Rupees 10,333 was remitted 
for that and another place called Chura Bunder, which had been similarly 


• Revenue Report, 3rd of June 1784* 
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ceded in 1779. In a letter from Government dated the 11th of July 
1787, to the Collector of Rungpore, the possession of another District 
called Jelpaish is secured to the Booteahs, in conformity, it is said, with 
a cession made in 1780. Dr. Buchanan, in the Annals of Oriental Literature, 
speaking of all this tract of country, represents it in 1809 “ as in a very wretched 
state, ^presenting only a few miserable huts thinly scattered amongst immense 
thickets of reeds, or a few sal forests. The hereditary Chiefs of the Cooch, 
to whom it belonged, having often attempted resistance, the barbarous 
invasions of the Booteahs have frequently taken place. This, indeed, had 
spread desolation over all the Northern Frontier of the two Eastern divisions 
of the Rungpore Districts ; but of late the Booteahs have not ventured 
to make any attack upon them, and that part of the country is boginning to 
improve.”* 

5. Allusion has been already made, in a former part of this Report, to the 
aggressions o^he Booteahs in the Cooch Behar Territory in 1772 ; and as the 
Treaty whicm was then .concluded between the Raja of the latter State and 
the British Government placed him in a state of absolute dependence upon it, 
of which the Booteahs were fully aware, it does not appear that any complaint 
of sufficient importance to render the interposition of Government necessary 
was made by the Cooch Behar Raja until the year 1810, when he received the 
promise of military aid to secure to him the possession of certain lands which 
had been unjustly claimed by the Deb Raja of Boo tan ;f and in the following 
year, a Captain’s party appears to have occupied the country with this object. 
In 1812, the Deb Raja addressed a letter to Government respecting one of 
these Dooars ca^d Cliamoorchee, which ho accused the Cooch Behar Raja of 
appropriating, in defiance of a decree previously given against him ; these 
alternate references do not appear to have led to any decisive steps being taken 
for the adjustment of the many conflicting claims until 1817, when in conse- 
quence of his representations, the Cooch Behar Raja was directed by Mr. D. 
Scott, the Commissioner, to point out the places of which he had been 
dispossessed by the Booteahs; this, however, h£ neglected to do, and it was not 
until the year 1834 that an Officer, Ensign Brodie, was specially deputed to 
settle and adjust them. 

6. This duty he performed to the entire satisfaction of Government ; and 
a boundary, extending from the Western Frontier of BijDee to the North- 
Eastern corner of Cooch Behar, embracing the whole line between the Sunkoss 
and Guddadhur Rivers, was then established, which there is every reason to 
hope will be respected by both parties. The Bootan Dooar Frontierj^fadjusted 
by this settlement of boundary were those of Bhulka, Goomah and Reepoo, 
which touch upon the Zemindaries of Goolah, Rangamatty, and Purbut Jooar, 
subject to the British Government, and which had been a fruitful source of 
litigation and complaint for many years, Orders were passed that measures 
should be immediately taken to, render the boundary marks permanent by the 


* Annals of Oriental Literature, page 263, t Secretary to Government, 19th January 1810. # 
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erection of pillars of masonry along the recently established line; and 
Ensign Brodie, in October 1834, was reported to have left Sylhet for 
Gowalparah, in progress to the Frontier, for the purpose of carrying this important 
object into effect ; but circumstances occurred to prevent its being done ; and 
a measure upon which the preservation of tranquillity in this portion of the 
Bootan possessions materially depends stilt remains to be accomplished. Of 
the conduct of the Booteah Officers who accompanied him on this duty Ensign 
Brodie speaks in the highest terms ; and the only exception to the general 
tranquillity which then prevailed on that part of the Frontier arose from the 
aggressions of some bands of robbers who committed depredations attended 
witli murder in the Beliar Territory, to which there was every reason to believe 
they were instigated by the Bootan Katma, or local Officer resident in the plains. 

7. The inquiries to which the nature of these investigations gave rise led 

to the discovery of a singular custom among the inhabitants of these Dooars, 
which appears to have prevailed from a very remote period, the neigh- 

bourhood of Bhulka,” says Mr. Brodie, “ some of the jnhabitant^f Songamma 
and other surrounding villages are in the habit of giving written agreements 
to pay what is called Gaongceree, to the Katma of Bliulka, who is the Deb 
Raja’s Khas Teliseeldar, in consideration of which they obtain the right to 
trade to all tho different Dooars of Bootan. There are other kinds of 
Gaongceree, but this is the principal one, and when it is not paid regularly, the 
Katma has usually taken the law into his own hands, and seized the goods of 
the Ryots in deliiult, and occasionally their persons. It is, he says, but just 
to add that this system of Gaongceree is of very ancient date ; and that there 
is no reason to believe that any oppression is exercised by the patina towards 
any Ryots of Bchar, excepting such as are also Bootan Gaongeeree Ryots. 
I have made the most minute inquiries,” he adds, on this point, “and I find 
that tho Ryots in general have no dread whatever of the Bootoahs.” 

8. A very clear account is given by Dr. Buchanan, in the Annals of 
Oriental Literature, of the Bootan Officers who had charge of these Dooars on the 
Bengal Frontier ; and as his descriptions apply to the existing state of affairs, they 
may be safely adopted on the present occasion, with some trifling modifications.* 

9. The first, or most Western Bootan Officer in charge of the Dooars in 
the plains is the Soubah of Darlingcote, the fortress carried by assault by 
Captain Jones in 1772. The next Officer holding the same rank is the Soubah 
of Luckeepoor or Luckee Dooar, and then the Soubah of Buxa Dooar : no other 
Officers hold this rank West of the Guddadhur, and they are both under the 
Para P#o; but an inferior class of Officer, called Katma, generally resident in 
the plains, exercises the immediate control in the management of the Dooars, 
and is appointed in the great majority of instances directly by the sunnud of 
the Deb Raja : this appellation of Katma extends only to those Officers who 
occupy the country West of the Guddadhur, and is exchanged for Lushkur, 
W uzeer, or Mundul further East. 


# Annals of Oriental Litcratuie, page 254. 
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10. East from the Guddadhur River, which flows from the Western capital 
of Bootan called Tassisudon, and in the hills is known as the Tchinchoo River, 
is the Soubah of Bara Dooar. His authority extends over the Bhulka and 
Goomah Dooars, which both are on the Eastern side of the Guddadhur ; and 
the lesser Goomah, an insignificant tract on the Western bank of the Guddadhur, 
surrounded by the Territory of Ifeehar and the possessions of the British 
Government. 

11. The next Soubah is the Governor of Reepoo Dooar, whose jurisdiction 
is confined, in the plains, to a miserable District called Raymana, which occupies 
the Western bank of the Sunkoss River: it appears to be under the immediate 
management of descendants of the ancient Coocli tribe, to whom there can be 
little doubt the whole subalpino tract originally belonged. 

12. The Soubah of Cherrung, whose jurisdiction is very extensive, and 
who commands a pass generally admitted to be the best of all those which 
lead from the plains of Bengal to the mountainous region of Bootan, is the next 
in succession; and his authority extends over all the tract of country lying 
between the Sunkoss an<J| Western bank of the Monass River. The residence of 
the Soubah is at Cherrung in the mountains, midway between the celebrated 
castle of Wandipoor, and a place called Cutchabarry, to which the Soubah 
occasionally descends in the cold season. Cherrung stands at the head of the 
pass, on the heights above the left bank of the Sunkoss River, and is four 
marches distant from Cutchabarry ; two roads diverge from the latter village, 
the Easternmo&t of which unites with the route from Tongso by the Bagh 
Dooar, at the South-West corner of Bijnee; and the Western road leads to 
Botagong and Rangamatty, a celebrated town which is said to have formerly 
contained about fifteen thousand houses. 

13. The Chiefs of Sidlee and Bijnee who, as lias been before observed, 
are in a degree tributary both to the British and Bootan Governments, are 
amenable to the authority of the Cherrung Soubah, in their relations with Bootan. 
The territory of the Raja of Sidlee extends to the District of Memattee, which 
separates it from the foot of the Bootan hills on the North, to the District of 
Neej Bijnee on the South, and is bounded by the Sunkoss River on the West, 
and the Ayee on the East. The tribute paid annually to the Bootan Government 
by the Rajas of Sidlee is five hundred Rupees, some oil, dried fish, and 
coarse cotton cloths; but this amount is merely nominal, and far greater exactions 
are made at the pleasure of the Soubah of Cherrung, the agent of the very 
influential Officer called Wandipoor Zimpen, or Governor of Wandipoor, who 
exercises supreme control over the whole Dooar. The possessor of the rank of 
Raja of Sidlee in 1809 was, according to Dr. Buchanan, the tenth or eleventh 
person of the same family who had held these lands, which they are 
conjectured to have received as an appanage in virtue of their descent from 
Veswa Singha, the Cooch Prince. The frequent disputes which arose with the 
Booteahs regarding tribute gave rise to the most disastrous incursions, in one 
of which, the Raja and a brother being surprised, were both put to death. 
His son, Udja Narain, lived generally at Nelaparra, close to the Company’s 
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village of DhontoUa (the Dangtolla of Rennell) and seldom paid tribute, which 
occasioned several incursions by the Rooteahs ; but he always contrived to 
make his escape into the Company’s Territory, where he remained until the 
Rooteahs returned to the hills. His son Sorjya Narain, who in 1809 was only 
a lad, consented to pay the tribute quietly, and ventured in consequence to 
live at Soginagong on the Kanibhur River, ^hich falls into the Champamuttee, 
and is but a short distance from the British Frontier. Dr. Buchanan, from 
whom in the absence of more recent information this account of Sidlee is 
almost entirely drawn, says that in the year abovementioned that part of the 
country bordering on the Territories of the British Government was in tolerable 
condition, as the people, unless surprised, could always escape ; but that 
nearer the Soubah, every part was waste, — facts affording lamentable proof of 
a misrule which has continued unmitigated to the present time ; and which in 
April 1837 led to the capture of the Fort of Sidloe by the followers of Dhur 
Narain, a competitor for the Raj, who had been conveyed into the hills, and 
kept in confinement at Cher rung. The Soubah of rthis place reported the 
circumstances of the attack to Government, and combined that it had been 
made by our subjects, that many persons had boon murdered, and property to a 
considerable amount plundered. Orders were issued for the apprehension of all 
those concerned who might attempt to conceal themselves in the British Terri- 
tory ; but as the case appeared to have entirely arisen from quarrels in which 
we had no immediate concern, the Government declined affording any assistance 
to the Soubah in his attempts to regain possession of the Fort. 

14. The hill tract between the mountains and level country, under the 
authority of the Cherrung Soubah, is also said to be divided into two Districts ; 
that lying to the North of Sidloe is called Nunmattce, and formerly belonged to 
a Chiof called Chamuka. The other tract, North of Bijnee, comprehended the 
two Districts of Nichoema and Hatee Kura, and were in the possession of a 
Chief named Mamuduna. These hilly Districts are cultivated by the hoe, and 
produce much cotton ; the whole of this tract of country, however, lying 
between the Suradingal River on the West, and Monass on the East, is still most 
imperfectly known, and the jealous vigilance of the Bootan Officers prohibits all 
access to it by any but the few traders from the adjacent Frontier villages 
within our Territory, by whom a trifling barter is carried on with its miserable 
inhabitants : the climate is rendered so destructive by the dense forests and 
rank vegetation, with which it is covered, nearly throughout its entire extent, 
that no foreigner can remain in it for any length of time with impunity, and 
the Booteahs are themselves so sensible of its injurious effects, that they 
carefully avoid entering it, except during the most favorable months of the cold 
season of the year, and even then with serious apprehension. 

15. From this account of the Bootan Dooars which touch on the Northern 
Frontier of Bengal, it will have been seen, that from the ill-defined boundaries, 
the wild and jungly nature of the greater portion of them, and the inability 
of the Bootan Government to check the excesses of their Officers, the probability 
of misunderstanding was quite as great with reference to them as in those 
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bordering on Assam. While the unprovoked attacks which havo^ been 
mentioned in the preceding section of this Report rendered the utmost vigilance 
of our Officers necessary, and the adoption of the severest measures indispensable 
to the protection of our. subjects: the oppressions of the Bootan Frontier Officers 
had driven the inhabitants of the Dooars in Bengal, which were exclusively 
under their authority, to open rebellion ; and in the month of March 183G, 
Major Lloyd, on Officer who had been deputed to that part of the Frontier to 
settle some existing disputes, forwarded a petition to the British Government 
from the Katinas of the Dooars, entreating to bo taken under its protection, 
and representing their situation as most deplorable. The request could not, 
of course, be complied with ; and the Soubah of Darlingcote, in the following 
month of April, wrote to the Magistrate of Rungpore complaining that 
aggression had been committed against his subjects of Keoranteedur (or 
Kyrantce) by a Katma called Hurgovind, whom he affirmed was assisted in these 
acts by Irregulars raised in the Company’s Territories, to which they fled for 
protection whenever pressed by the Bootcah troops. The Magistrate of 
Rungpore was directed to ascertain the correctness of this statement, and to take 
effectual measures to prevent the assistance complained of being afforded, 
either in troops or military stores. This application from the Soubah of 
Darlingcote w r as followed by a letter to the same effoct, avowedly from the I Hmrma 
Baja of Bootan, but which was strongly suspected at the time to be a forgery, 
and 1 had afterwards, during my negotiations with the Officers of tho Deb, 
reason to think that it was the unauthorized production of a Bengaleewriter, 
still in tlicir service, who hud a strong personal interest in causing the appre- 
hension of Hurgovind Katma, and in his olficial capacity has charge of tho 
official seal of the Deb. 

16. The pcrs^i for whose apprehension these applications were made 
was the nephew of one Hurry Doss, who for many years filled the offico of 
Mohurir under the Deb Rajas of Bootan, and whose family appears to have 
held the Estate of Moinagooree in the plains under the Bootan Government. 
Like every feudal of this barbarous State, lie had been subjected to the most 
unqualified oppression and injustice ; his dwelling h*td been repeatedly entered 
by the Zinkaffs, who under pretence of collecting tribute annually enter the 
Dooars from the Hills, and practise every species of extortion ; his property, 
arms, and cattle were carried olf, and his family and himself subjected to 
repeated indignities. To all this he for a long time submitted, under an appre- 
hension, apparently, of the consequences of resistance ; but roused at length, 
he put to death some of the Zinkaffs, and those followers who had been most 
active in their oppressions, and not only threw off his allegiance to the Bootan 
Government, but seized upon some adjoining Talooks which they were unable 
to protect. He engaged the services <0 some Ilindoostanee and Goorkha 
Sepoys, and of the tribes inhabiting the borders of tbc forests; with their assis- 
tance, and arms obtained in various quarters, he up to a very recent period 
successfully resisted every attempt made by the Bootan Government %o reduce 
him again to subjection, and offered to pay to the British Government a tribute 



34 


capt. e. b. Pemberton's 

of fifty thousand Rupees per annum if its protection were but extended 
to him. It was not deemed expedient to comply with this petition, and by a 
letter just received from Mr. N. Smith, the Collector of Rungpore, I learn 
that the # Bootan Government have come to terms with him, but upon what 
conditions he has again been induced to tender his submission to such masters 
has not been ascertained. The Districts occupied by Hurgovind, and their 
extent, are thus stated by Mr. Smith, — Bhothaut, Moinagooree, Chengmarce, 
Gopaulgunge, &c., in length above thirty coss, and from six to twelve in breadth. 
He pays a tribute to the Deb Raja of about eight thousand five hundred 
Narrainee Rupees per annum exclusive of presents and expenses of religious 
ceremonies; but it is extremely improbable that the present peace will be 
of long continuance, and as long as Hurgovind Katma has the means of 
procuring the assistance of mercenaries, such as those which so very recently 
enabled him to set the whole power of Bootan at defiance, any attempt to renew 
the oppression which drove him to rebellion will be certainly followed by a 
renewal of hostilities. v 


Part II.— Section I. 

# 

1. The extreme jeopardy in which the relations of the British and Bootan 
Captain Pemberton’s Governments were likely to be placed, by such acts as 

Mission, 1838. have been mentioned as occurring in the Bengal and 

Assam Dooars, has been already alluded to; it has been also shown that the 
Frontier Officers of Bootan had repeatedly withheld the communications addressed 
by our Authorities to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, complaining of their conduct, 
and it was equally certain that they would misrepresent the several occurrences 
that had taken placi^ and describe as acts of unprovoked hostility those 
measures which their own misconduct had rendered indispensable for the pro- 
tection of the lives and properties of British subjects. 

2. The accounts given by Captain Turner of the countries of Bootan and 
Thibet, even admitting their accuracy at the period at which he wrote, might 
afford but very imperfect*data on which to form a sound judgment of their 
existing condition ; and the more critical the state of our relations with them, 
the more necessary did it become to understand clearly, not only their own 
resources and internal Government, but the precise nature of the ties by which 
they were bound to each other, and to China. Urged by these considerations, 
Mr. T. C. Robertson suggested, in the letter already adverted to, the expediency 
of deputing an Envoy to the Court of the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, to settle 
terms of commercial intercourse between the States, and, if possible, effect such 
an adjustment of the tribute payable for the Dooars as might diminish the 
chances of misunderstanding arising •cm that source. 

3. When the aggressions upon the inhabitants of the British Territory 
from Bauska Dooar, in 1836, had been repelled, and punished by the discom- 
fiture of \he Booteah troops and the attachment of the Dooar, the period 
appeared to have arrived when the Mission which had been recommended 
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was particularly required, and might prove most useful. All the preliminary 
information that could be obtained was sought for ; and Captain Jenkins, the 
Governor General's Agent, devoted a very considerable portion of time to thb 
investigation ; the only materials, however, available were the notice^ontained 
in Captain Turner's work, the inadequacy of which has been alreac^ noticed, 
and the little additional information gained from the Zinkaffs, who occasionally 
visited the plains on business connected with the Dooars, and whose want of 
observation, or assumed ignorance, rendered their communications of but 
little value. 

4. The intention of deputing an Envoy was communicated by the British 
Government to the Deb and Dhuxma Rajas of ^ootan, whose replies evinced 
an evident anxiety to divert the Government from its intention, if possible : 
three letters were contained in the same envelope from the Dob, which were 
dated on the 6th of April 1837 : the first requested that the intention of 
deputing an Envoy to his Court might be postponed until an Embassy on his 
part should have reached Calcutta, or until any disturbances or disputes 
arose in Bootan, when the Deb said he should have no objection to tbo 
proposed deputation. This was followed by an acknowledgment of certain 
presents which the Government had sent to the father of the Dliurma Raja, 
at the request of the Governor General’s Agent, and which, the Deb says, had 
been presented to the Dliurma, who was much gratified by them. A second 
slip of paper contained an account of the disturbances with llurgovind Katma, 
to which allusion has been already made, and the assistance of Government 
in men and ammunition was requested to insure his apprehension ; and a 
third note requested that an order might be passed to render the money of 
Bootan current in the Company’s Territories, or in the event of that not being 
complied with, the Government was requested to furnish him with dies similar 
to those which were used in our coinage. A letter fronfthe Dhurma Raja, of 
the same date, accompanies that from the Deb, in which the Dhurma is made 
to acknowledge the receipt of the presents, and to state that his intention of 
deputing an Envoy from their Court had been postponed, but that he should 
be happy to receive one whenever the Governor General of India might deem 
it expedient to accredit such an Officer to him. 

5. These letters are deserving particular remark, as they furnish a very 
striking proof of the slight degree of dependence to be placed upon any 
communication from such a source. The Deb acknowledges oflicially, to the 
Governor General of India, the receipt of certain articles, which he affirms 
have been presented, as intended, to the Dhurma Raja; and a letter avowedly 
from the latter confirms the statement. I subsequently, however, ascertained, 
during my residence in Bootan, that the whole of these presents had been 
intercepted by the Deb, and that neither the Dhurma Raja nor his father 
had ever been able to obtain one of the many articles which the liberality of 
Government had forwarded expressly for them. 

6. On the 17th of April 1837 the Zinkaffs named Cherrung Soubah 
and Sun Poyjoo, who had conveyed these letters from the Deb and Dhurma 
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Rajas, left the Presidency with replies from the Governor General of India 
announcing the intended deputation of an Envoy after the rainy season — a 
determination to which the Government was induced to adhere, from the still 
very unfilled state of the Frontier, non-payment of tribute, and the impor- 
tance of endeavouring to renew our acquaintance and commercial relations with 
countries from which we had boon so long excluded. 

7. The final arrangements for the Mission having been concluded by the 
end of the rains, the conduct of it was entrusted to Captain Pemberton, with 
Ensign Blake, of the 5Gth N. I., as an Assistant, and to command the Escort, 
and Dr. Griffith, of the Madras Establishment, aB Botanist and in Medical 
charge ; the Escort was to consist of fifty men from the Assam Sebundy Corps, 
which being almost entirely composed of a class of men who inhabit the 
inferior heights bordering on the Valley of Assam, and the plains which skirt 
their base, were supposed to be peculiarly well qualified for the duty. The 
demand for troops, however, occasioned by the great number of detachments 
which arc required for the duties of the Province, rendered it impracticable 
to supply an Escort of the required strength without extreme inconvenience, 
and 1 took but half the number, viz. one Soubadar, one llavildar and twenty- 
five Sepoys. 

8. One of the first considerations which naturally presented itself, after 
the Mission had been appointed, was the route by which it should attempt to 
enter Bootan. Experience derived from the Missions of Mr. Bogle and 
Captain Turner furnished ground for the belief that, if the decision were left, 
to the Bootan Government, wo should be compelled to follow that by which 
both those Officers had entered and returned from the country, and which is 
well known as the Buxa Dooar. 

This pass, as wffi be seen on reference to the map, is situated at the 
Western corner ol* Boman, and runs so directly North and South as to afford 
but comparatively little opportunity of acquiring anything like a general or 
satisfactory knowledge of the extent, resources, or physical structure of the 
countiy. To this circumstance may be principally attributed the total absence 
of information in the writings of Mr. Bogle and Captain Turner upon these 
i m port; in t subjects, and the fact that their observations are principally confined 
to tho illustration of the manners and habits of the people. 

9. It was in the hope of filling these blanks that I determined to enter 
Bootan by a pass as far East as was practicable ; and as the Dooar of 
Banska wa9 one which had been so recently the subject of correspondence 
between the two Governments, there appeared less probability of exciting 
suspicion by advancing through it, rather than by those of Kalling or Booree- 
Goomah, which though still iurthor East had not so lately attracted the atten- 
tion ol* the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, or been the subject of discussion between 
the two Governments. The march from this point on the capital could not 
fail, from the relative positions of the two places, to traverse the country 
diagonally, if tho Mission were permitted to proceed by the most direct route ; 
and any deviation from it, either to tho North or South, though it must add 
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in the one case to our difficulties, by causing us to cross the mountains at points 
of greater elevation, or in the other, increase the risk of unhealthiness, by 
travorsing the inferior and more densely wooded tracts on the South ; yet in 
either case, the paramount object of seeing a greater extent of country would 
be accomplished, and an opportunity be afforded of endeavouring, familiar 
and personal intercourse with the greatest possible number of Officers of the 
country through whose districts wo should pass, to create a feeling favorable 
to its continuance and extension. 

10. With these views the Mission proceeded direct from Calcutta, 
by water, to Gowhatty in Assam, intimation having been previously given 
of the intention to ascend the Hills from the Banska Dooar. We were 
detained at Gowhatty from the 8th to 21st of December, waiting for some 
com mini ication*from the Deb Raja of Bootan, to whom intimation had been 
given of the pass by which tlic Mission would enter the Hills, but no letter 
was received until this considerable delay had been incurred, and even then, 
cauic unaccompanied by # tlie Zinkaffs or messengers who, it was Baid, had been 
especially deputed to escort us on our journey through the country. The 
delay had already been so great, and the season was so far advanced, that T 
determined to proceed immediately to the Frontier from Gowhatty ; and crossing 
the Bcrliampooter River at a spot called Amecngang, about three miles below 
Gowhatty, we commenced our march through that division of Assam called 
Kamroop, which during the declining periods of the Assam dynasty, and 
subset picntly under the heavy yoke of Burmese oppressions, had relapsed into 
a state of nature; its fields were neglected, and its cultivators had fled to the 
most inaccessible recesses of tho adjacent forests and mountains to escape tho 
wanton barbarity of their fearful masters; and a tract of country which in 
natural beauty and fertility is exceeded by no portion of the most favoured 
parts of Bengal presented the molancholy spectacle ofc almost entire desertion 
and waste. 

11. The change now perceptible was most marked and delightful ; from 
the Northern bank of the Berhampootcr to the Frontier line which separated the 
British from the Bootan Territory, our march lay almost entirely through fields 
of the most luxuriant rice cultivation, and amongst villages which bore every 
appearance of being the dwellings of a happy and prospering people. All the 
fruit trees common to Bengal wore found growing in profusion around the 
bouses of the inhabitants ; the herds of cattle were numerous and in the finest 
condition, and everything bespoke happiness and content. This general 
character of the country continued with little interruption as far as Dumduma, a 
village on the South bank of the Nao Nuddee, which here forms the boundary 
between the British and Bootan possessions ; hut immediately after crossing it, 
a veTy marked change became apparent: extensively cultivated fields were po 
longer perceptible, and nearly the whole plain over which we travelled, from 
the nullali to the foot of the inferior heights of the Bootan mountains, was 
covered with dense reed and grass jungle: the few villages passed were 
comparatively small and impoverished, at those which lmd been originally large 
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and better inhabited, had not recovered from the effects of the hostile invasion 
by our troops under Captain Bogle in 1836. 

12. After many considerable delays at Dumduma, pending the receipt of 
replies to letters which had been forwarded to the Dewangari Baja, the Mission 
prosecuted its journey to Dewangari, the residence of the Soubah of that name, 
which is situated on the Southern range of mountains immediately overlooking 
the Valley of Assam. Here very considerable delay was again experienced ; 
many attempts were made , to induce me to return to the plains ; and 
retracing my steps to the foot of the Buxa Dooar Pass, to travel by that route 
to Tassisudon or Poonakh, the two capitals of Bootan. This design, 
however, I was enabled to resist successfully ; and after a detention at 
Dewangari extending from the 3rd to the 23rd of January, in which time a 
rebellion, headed by the Daka Pillo, broke out against the Deff, to whom I had 
been deputed, we were permitted to proceed. 

13. It had been previously arranged that we should travel from Dewangari 
to Poonakh, the winter residence of the Court, by the direct route which 
passes through the district of the Jongar Soubah ; but as this Officer was the 
brother and most influential adviser of the Daka Pillo, and had, it was said, 
withdrawn every available man from the villages in his jurisdiction to 
strengthen the forces of his brother, it was deemed advisable by the Zinkaffs 
who had been deputed to escort us to the capital to avoid passing through the 
territories of these disaffected chieftains, and to do so, we were compelled to 
make a very extensive detour. This, at least, was the motive avowed at the 
time for an arrangement which involved a very great loss of time ; but I have 
reason to believe that another, scarcely less powerful, influenced them in their 
decision. 

14. The arrival of the Mission in the hills had excited a feeling of great 
apprehension and anxiety in the minds of the Booteahs, and the real object of 
the deputation was supposed to be connected with ulterior views of conquest ; 
it consequently appeared desirable to produce in us the strongest impressions of 
the extremely difficult nature of the country ; and the proposal was made to 
conduct us by a route the difficulties of which were represented as almost 
insuperable, from the lofty and rugged nature of the mountains which must be 
traversod, the depth of snow which must be anticipated at such a season of the 
year, and the length of time which would be expended in travelling by so 
circuitous a route. It was, however, impossible not to foresee that the more 
circuitous the route by which we might be conveyed the more ample would be the 
opportunity afforded of effecting many important objects of the Mission, and I 
expressed my readiness to follow implicitly any direction, in advance, which 
their superior local knowledge might suggest. 

15. It will be seen on reference to the map that the effect of this 
concession was exactly what I had anticipated : we were led in a direction nearly 
due North, through the districts of Tazgong, Tassangsee, and Leenglong, to the 
confines of Bootan and Thibet, both on the Bast and North ; from whence turning 
West to Poonakh, we crossed all the lofty spurs and subordinate ranges which 
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stretch from the snowy cluster of mountains forming an irregular Frontier 
between Bootan and Thibet, and which support the elevated plateau of the latter 
State. 

16. From Poonakh I had intended, if possible, to return to Gowalparah 
by the Cherrung route, but this object was defeated by the jealous apprehen- 
sion of the Bootan Government ; the permission originally given to do so was 
withdrawn, and the Mission was compelled to return by the pass to which the 
previous ones of Mr. Bogle and Captain Turner ’“had been restricted. 

17. The distance travelled from Dewangari by this very circuitous route 
to Poonakha, the then residence of the Deb and his Court, was rather more 
than two hundred and fifty miles, and the number of marches made was twenty- 
six, giving an average of about nine miles five furlongs each march, which, 
in so difficult a country, with heavily laden coolies, is as much as can be 
calculated upon with any certainty at that season of the year in which the 
journey was effected. 

18. Although the* number of days actually employed in travelling from 
Dewangari to Poonakh was but twenty- six, the delays arising from the 
unsettled state of the country, the want of porters for the conveyance of the 
baggage, and the necessity of occasional halts to allow the people to recover 
from the effects of some unusually long and severe marches, were so great that 
tho period passed on the journey extended from the 23rd of January to the 1st 
of April, or sixty-eight days, being in the proportion of nearly three halts 
to every march. 

19. On our return from Poonakh, the capital, to Chichacotta, the Booteah 
Frontier post at tho gorge of Buxa Dooar, the delays to which we had been 
previously exposed were less felt, this lino of country being the best inhabited 
of any we had visited in our journey through Bootan ; and the very advanced 
state of the season rendering extreme exertion necessary to enable us to 
traverse the Terai, or unhealthy tract of forest and jungle at the foot of the 
mountains, before the setting in of the rains. The total travelling distance 
between Poonakh and Rangamutty, on the Northern bank of the Berham- 
pooter River, is 188 miles, which we effected in fifteen days, the Mission finally 
arriving at Gowalparah in Assam on the 31st of May 1838, with the loss of but 
one man of the party, which, including camp-followers of every description, 
amounted to about one hundred and twenty persons. When it is considered 
that a very great proportion of them consisted of* the inhabitants of Bengal 
and Assam, little accustomed to tho severe labour of traversing tracts of such 
extreme ruggedness and altitude, and still less to the severity of such a climate, 
no better proof could be afforded of the wonderful facility with which the 
human constitution adapts itself to the most dissimilar conditions of atmo- 
spheric influence, and of the generally salubrious nature of the climate of 
Bootan. 

20. From this sketch of the line of country travelled by the Mission, it 
will be observed, that it extends over a far greater portion of the country 
than had been visited by either of the preceding ones, and to spots which had 
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never before been seen, by either European or Native, from the plains of 
Gangotio India. Our movements were so closely watched, and ’all intercourse 
between the inhabitants of the different villages at which wc halted, and the 
followers of the Mission, so rigorously prohibited by the Zinkaffs attached to the 
camp, that it was with the utmost difficulty I succeeded in obtaining any infor- 
mation, even upon those subjects with which the persons consulted were most 
likely to be familiar ; and one or two Boofceahs, whose visits to my Native 
Officers were supposed to be mffire frequent than was necessary, were bastinadoed 
into a salutary disgust of the inconvenient intimacy. Two Zinkaffs were 
almost always in attendance, with the avowed object of protecting us against 
impertinent intrusion, but with the more political one of preventing all inter- 
course, save with those upon whose fidelity implicit reliance could be placed. 

21. The information elicited is, in its original form, consequently most 
desultory ; and the only satisfactory mode of submitting its results, will be to 
condense it into a general statement, referring for the more minute details to the 
Diary of Proceedings of the Mission which accompanies this Report, and to 
the Appendix. 

22. The instructions under which I was acting had provided for the 
possible permission, on the part of the Bootan Goveiannent, for the Mission to 
proceed into Thibet ; but as this was not only prohibited, hut a direct and 
unqualified rofusal given even to forward a letter to Lassa, tho desiderated 
opportunity of visiting that celebrated capital of Central Asia was not afforded ; 
and 1 shall, in the first place, confine myself entirely to the country of Bootan, 
which from its existing political relations with us, and the very imperfect 
knowledge hitherto possessed of it, merits a degree of attention of which it 
would, but lor these adventitious circumstances, be wholly unworthy. 

Section II. 


General 

Bootan. 


Account of 


1. The tract of country to which the name of Bootan is generally 
applied, but which in the ancient Hindoo writings 
is called Madra,* extends from the Southern 
declivities of the great central ridge of tho Himalaya 
Mountains, to the foot of the inferior heights which form a talus at their base, 
and constitute tho natural Northern boundary of the Assam Valley. These 
limits are comprised between the parallels of 26° 30' and 28° of North 
Latitudo. In length Bootan extends from about 88° 45' to 92° 25' of East 
Longitude, and is therefore about 220 geographical miles long and 90 broad ; 
which give an area of 19,800 square geographical miles for that portion 
included within the mountains and subordinate ranges of hills. On the North it 
is bounded by Zang and Oui, the Western and central Divisions of Thibet; on the 
South by Bengal, Cooch Beliar, Sidlee, Bijnee, and Assam ; on the West by 
the Teesta River, which separates it from the protoctod State of Sikhim ; and 


* Buchanan Hamilton’s Nipaul, page 8. 
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on the East by the Dhunseeree River, which flows between it and the hill 
districts of the Towang Raja, a tributary of Lassa. 

2. With the exception of the narrow strip of land at the foot of the 
mountains which has been already so fully described under the heads of 
“ Dooars or Passes, ” the whole of the Bootan Territory presents a succession 
of the most lofty and rugged mountains on the surface of the globe. Their 
stupendous size almost precludes the possibility of obtaining a position suffi- 
ciently commanding upon them to afford a bird’s-eye-view of their general 
direction, for they are separated only by the narrow beds of roaring torrents 
which rush over huge boulders of primitive rock with resistless violence, and 
the paths most generally frequented are formed at an elevation varying from 
two to seven thousand feet above the level of the sea, while the mural ridges 
above them frequently rise to an altitude of from twelve to twenty thousand ; 
the consequence is, that the traveller appears to be shut out on every side 
from the rest of the world, and it is only when winding round some spur from 
the minor ranges that lie obtains an occasional glimpse of the more distant 
peaks and ridges which bound the view of the deep dell at his feet, where 
some restless river is urging its way to the sea. 

3. The principal clusters of snow-clad peaks are comprised within a belt 
extending from about 27° 30' to 28° North Latitude, and on the former 
parallel are some which are covered with snow throughout the year ; the gene- 
ral direction of the most lofty ridges is from North-West to South-East ; but 
a far more detailed and minute examination than my opportunities permitted 
would be requisite to enable me to describe them accurately ; for, viewed from 
tho most elevated position I attained in the course of my journey, they 
appeared to trend to every point of the heavens ; an illusion occasioned by 
their enormous bulk and proximity, which prevented their being viewed but 
under an angle so largo that the eye could embrace only a small portion of 
their gigantic masses. 

4. This general character of extreme ruggodness is hardly at all inter- 
rupted save by some geological basins between the retiring flanks of the 
ranges ; and to which, for want of a more appropriate term, the name of 
Alpine valleys must be given. Of these, the most remarkable are found in the 
more central parts of the country, at Boomdungtung, Jugur, Jaeesah, Poonakh, 
Tassisudon, and according to Captain Turner, Paro and Daka Jeung. These 
valleys have been apparently formed and enlarged by the fluctuating and 
impetuous course of the rivers which rush through them ; and the surface of 
the soil* sloping gradually from the foot of the Hills on either side to the 
margin of the stream, is rendered available for agricultural purposes by being 
cut into terraces. A general idea of the climate and vegetation of these 
favourite spots may be formed from their elevation above the sea, which was 
determined by comparative observations made with two excellent barometers, 
and by an examination of the Table in the Appendix in which they are 
recorded. The first three valleys, those of Boomdungtung, J ugur, and Jaeesah, 
are amongst the most lofty in the world ; and far exceed in elevation any on 

f 
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other portions of the Southern slope of the Himalaya Mountains, whose altitudes 
have been satisfactorily determined. Tassisudon is assumed from observations 
made at Woollakha, and as the continuation of the valley was distinctly seen 
from this place, it is not likely to be far from the truth. 

Valley of Boomdungtung 8,668 feet. 


Jugur 8,149 

Jaeesah" 9,410 

Poonakh a.. 3,739 

Tassisudon ... 7,271 


5. The other valleys of Para and Daka Jung we have not the means of 
determining, as Captain Turner made no observations, nor has he offered any 
remarks sufficiently specific to admit of an inference being legitimately drawn 
from the nature of the vegetation. Mr. Saunders, the Surgeon to the Mis- 
sion, however, describes the whole road from Paragong to Daka Jung as an 
almost continual ascent, and says that the inhabitants affirm it is always 
colder at Paragong than Tassisudon,* yet the crops ^on the banks of the Pat- 
choo were rice ; and he observed a difference between them and those he had 
left at Tassisudon only three days earlier, the latter being more advanced 
than the former. 

6. These valleys are surrounded by mountains, which vary from three 
to eight and nine thousand feet above them, and all the more lofty were per- 
petually buried under snow during our journey through the country, while 
the less elevated ridges, or those which fluctuated between six and eight 
thousand feet, were occasionally sprinkled by the storms which expended their 
fury principally on the more towering peaks ; but the snow below ten thousand 
feet, even in the months of January and February, rapidly disappeared under 
the effects of a sun which at Jugur, at an elevation of more than eight 
thousand feet above the sea, sometimes proved unpleasantly warm. 

7. At Poonakh, which is the least elevated of all these Alpine valleys, 
the most striking contrasts are afforded ; the eye embraces at a glance the pro- 
ducts of tropical climates and the perennial snows of Arctic winter — the 
mango, jack, plantain, and other fruits of Bengal, in the garden of the Deb ; 
and the hoary mass of the Gassa mountains in the North-West, towering above 
them into regions of perpetual congelation. 

8. The rivers of this Alpine region, as might have been anticipated 

from its physical structure and varying elevation, are 
Eiv6ri * numerous and rapid, and rush over highly inclined 

bods which, in almost every instance that came under my observation, were 
filled with huge boulders of primitive and secondary rocks, with a force that 
renders all the larger ones unfordable at any season of the year ; they almost 
all flow from the Southern face of the mural rampart which supports the 
elevated plairiB of Thibet, and struggling through the narrow defiles at the foot of 
the mountains, eventually pour their tributary streams into the Berhampooter. 


* Turner's Embassy, psge 398. 
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Some few are said to have their sources even beyond this great natural 
barrier, and to flow from lakes within the Southern boundary of Thibet. 
This has been particularly affirmed, by the inhabitants of TongSo, of the 
Mateesam River, which flows at the foot of the lofty mountain on which the 
castle of the Pillo stands, and is supposed to be the Champamutty of Ren- 
nell. The inhabitants of Tongso assert that it flows from a lake called Ungo, 
in the Khumpa country, two months’ journey distant ; and though the distance 
is evidently too great, the fact of the existence of the lake is extremely probable. 

9. The largest of these rivers are the Monass, which flows under the 
walls of Tassgong ; the Patchoo-Matehoo, at whose confluence stands tho 
winter castle, Poonakh, of tho Deb and Dhurma Rajas; the Tohinchoo, 
which skirts the walls of Tassisudon, tho summer residence of the same func- 
tionaries ; the Toorslia, which enters the plains from Luckee Dooar ; the 
Manchee by that of Chamoorohcc ; and the D urlah by tlio celebrated Pass of 
Darlingcote. These last three rivers all flow through the jurisdiction of the 
Paro Pillo, which embraces the whole tract of country extending West from the 
Tchinchoo of Tassisudon to the Teesta River, which forms the boundary 
between Bootan and Sikhim : the other Rivers traverse the jurisdiction of 
the Tongso Pillo, which extends from the Eastern Frontier of Bootan to the 
village of Santagong. 

10. The Monass River, which at Tassgong or Benkar is called the Goo - 
maree, appears to be tho most considerable of all those which flow through 
Bootan, and receives, either directly or indirectly, the contributions of every 
minor stream which flows between it and Tongso. It is unfordable in any part 
of its course between Tassgong and its confluence with the Berhampooter River ; 
and is crossed at the Western foot of the Tassgong Hill by an iron chain suspen- 
sion bridge of a structure almost exactly similar to those which have been so 
accurately delineated by Lieutenant Davis in the work of Captain Turner ; tho 
only difference observable being in the platform, which, instead of presenting a 
broad surface, is so narrow as barely to afford footing to a single traveller ; a 
section of it would be very accurately represented by the letter V. 

11. The valley through which the River flows runs nearly due North 
and South, in that part of its course visible from the heights around Tassgong, 
and through it runs one of tho principal routes from Bootan to Lassa, the 
capital of Thibet ; the breadth of the River at Tassgong is about sixty yards, 
find its waters rush with irresistible fury and a loud noise over a bed composed 
of boulders and highly inclined strata of gneiss, through the latter of which 
the stream appears to have excavated a passage for itself. The precise situa- 
tion of the sources of this river appears to be unknown in Bootan, but they are 
described as beyond the Northern limits of that territory ; and one affluent, 
the Nurgung, which skirts the route into Thibet beforo alluded to, appears to 
fall into it not far from the village of Nunseerung, which is the first reached 
after crossing the line of Frontier. The length of the course of the Monass 
from Tassgong to Jogigopa, the point at which it flows into the Berhampooter, 
may be roughly assumed at 121 miles, and as the level of this part of the 
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plain® is about 148 feet above the sea, and that of the bed of the Monass below 
Tassgong not far from 1,900 feet, the total distance, divided by this difference 
of level of 1,752 feet, will give a fall in the bed of 14| feet in a mile, which 
at once accounts for the extreme violence of its current, and the accelerated 
velocity with which it rushes into the Berhampooter when this latter river 
has fallen to its lowest level. The inhabitants of that part of the country 
through which the Monass runs, in speaking of it, invariably allude first to the 
extreme violence of its stream, which they represent as quite impracticable for 
even light canoes a very short distance within tho lower ranges of the Hills. 

12. The Matchoo is the name given to the most Western of two Btreams 
which unite in the Valley of Poonakh, and the Eastern is called the Patchoo ; 
tho former flows from tho snow-capped mountains of G&ssa already mentioned, 
and the latter from peaks of rather less altitude on the North-East of the 
valley ; tho castle of Poonakh stands at the extreme point of the fork where 
the streams unite, and presents a very imposing appearance when first seen by 
an advancing traveller from the East. The river pursues an Easterly course 
for about half a mile below the castle, when it sweeps suddenly to the South- 
ward, courses below the walls of the celebrated castle of Wandipoor, and 
struggling between the mountains makes its way to the plains, where it is 
known as the Sunkoss, and falls into the Berhampooter about 30 miles above 
the ancient town of Rangamatty. Both brandies of the river near Poonakh 
are crossed by wooden bridges, and no other exists on the South nearer than 
Wandipoor : the valley through which it flows varies from about two to eight 
hundred yards in breadth, and was almost entirely occupied by the houses and 
fields of such Officers and other persons as are more immediately attached to 
the Court. But the struggles for supremacy which had convulsed the country 
for throe or four years preceding the arrival of my Mission, had produced their 
usual disastrous consequences, and scarcely a single village had escaped the 
lamentable effects of plunder and conflagration, which were equally inflicted 
by whatever party proved temporarily victorious. That portion of the valley 
w r hich has been chosen as the site of the Palace is more spacious than any 
other observed on tho line between Poonakh and Wandipoor, and below the 
latter, the mountains appear to press more closely on the stream, leaving but a 
narrow defile through which it winds its way to the plains. Through this 
defile, however, as will be subsequently seen, lies the best route to the 
Eastern Frontier of Bengal, and the command of the castle of Wandipoor is 
in consequence regarded as one of peculiar distinction and responsibility. 
The waters of the Patchoo Matchoo are celebrated throughout Bootan for 
their purity and flavour, and the Natives of every description attached to 
the Mission, when they first descended to its banks from the mountains on 
the East, all bore testimony to the justice of the report. The bed of the 
river iB in this part of its course almost entirely filled with large water-worn 
pebbles and rocks, with an occasional admixture of boulders of greater 
magnitude ; but it has not the formidable character of the Monass, and the 
rapidity of its current would hardly be suspected ; it is however, unfcrdable, 
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and there are several large pools of considerable depth in its bed. In the 
plains it is navigable by the small boats on the Berhampooter, dose to the 
foot of the Hills, but beyond this point is perfectly useless as a line of water 
communication. 

13. The Tchinchoo is that river which has been before described as 
flowing past the Western and summer residence of the Deb and Dhurma 
Rajas of Bootan, known to us as Tassisudon, but pronounced by the Booteahs 
themselves Tassjung. This river flows through its entire extent, from the 
capital to the Buxa Dooar, through a limestone country by a great gap which 
for about twenty miles jSouth of Woollaklia appears to have been the conse- 
quence of a violent upheaving of the strata, by which they have been made 
to dip awq§r on either side from the river, the line of lowest level forming the 
present bed of the stream. The general character of this river more nearly 
resembles that of the Monass than the Matchoo ; like the former it rushes with 
great impetuosity over a bed almost entirely filled with large boulders of 
limestone, and fragments of mica and talcose slate, which are the principal 
formations observable in the Valley of the Tchinchoo. From Tassisudon to 
Fauga, the valley is sufficiently wide and level to afford space for more extended 
cultivation than had been seen in any other part of Bootan ; and the houses of 
the different Government Officers by whom it is principally inhabited are both 
more numerous, and on a scale of greater magnitude than had been observed 
before. Hedges of the wild white rose separated the different fields from the 
path, and from each other, and it was quite evident that whatever exists of 
r comfort or independence in Bootan is almost entirely confined to this capital 
and its immediate neighbourhood. The rivor is crossod by wooden bridges 
at Woollakha and Wongokha, and by a chain suspension one at a short distance 
below the castle of Chuka ; there is but one chain remaining of the bridge 
below Durboe Castle, and a temporary substitute appears to be occasionally 
formed by throwing reeds across. In one or two places the river may be 
forded, but the attempt is attended with considerable danger, from the Blip- 
fery surface of the rocks in its bed and the extreme violence of the stream. 
After flowing in a nearly due South direction to the Northern base of the Buxa 
Hill, the river turns abruptly to the Eastward, and again resuming its original 
direction makes its way to the plains ; and under the name of Gudadhur, falls 
into the Berhampooter River about 12 miles below Rangamutty. The only 
river of any magnitude which falls into it throughout its entire course from 
Tassisudon to Buxa is the Patchoo, which, flowing through the Eastern portion of 
the Paro Pillo’s jurisdiction, unites with the Tchinchoo, a short distance above 
P&uga, and contributes a volume of water very little inferior to that of the other. 

14. Of the remaining rivers which have been mentioned as flowing 
between the Teesta and Tchinchoo, we have very little information, beyond the 
simple fact of their existence, and of the general direction of their course, 
which like that of the rivers now described is from North to South ; and their 
utter inapplicability as channels of conveyance may be safely inferred from the 
stupetffcus character of the country through which they flow. 
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15. Of the many minor streams which exist in the country of Bootan, it 
is unnecessary to attempt any particular description, as they all with but few 
exceptions are affluents to those already described, are principally valuable for 
purposes of irrigation and domestic use, and as occasionally defining the limits 
of the districts of the different Soubahs. 

16. Before quitting the subject of rivers, it may not be inappropriate to 
advert to the information obtained during my residence in Bootan of the 
course and direction of that celebrated one the Tsanpo, which has given rise to 
so much discussion, and respecting which geographers appear to be as much 
divided as ever. It will be remembered that Majo$ Rennell originally ex- 
pressed an opinion that the Tsanpo of Thibet was identical with the Berham- 
pooter of Assam, and supported it by arguments which continued unquestioned 
for many years. When the prosecution of more minute and detailed inquiry 
had been rendered practicable by the establishment of British supremacy in 
Assam, the investigation was entered into, with the most persevering zeal and 
ability, by many Officers attached to the Army which had effected the conquest 
of that valley, and whose scientific attainments gave a degree of certainty to 
their proceedings far superior to any by which they had been preceded. The 
result of their inquiries tended, in a great degree, to confirm the opinion 
originally expressed by Major Rennell, but their deductions were questioned by 
Monsieur Klaproth, who had, upon the imperfect evidence of Chinese geogra- 
phers, chosen to identify the Tsanpo of Thibet with the Irawaddee River of Ava. 

17. In this state of the question, a very masterly reply was published 

by Captain Wilco^in the Asiatic Researches, to Monsieur Klaproth’s objections, 1 
and their futility most satisfactorily Bhown. Any impartial inquirer, unbiassed 
in his judgments by preconceived theories, will admit the force of the reasoning 
by which the identity of the Tsanpo and Dihong Rivers is maintained ; and as 
the Memoir in which it appeared was published in 1832, and it was not until 
three years late that the world was deprived of the distinguished and 
lamentod scholar whose theories it impugned, we may fairly infer that a con- 
viction of its truth was the cause of its never being answered. • 

18. On a question of such extreme geographical interest, I naturally 
endeavoured during my residence in Bootan to obtain all the information 
possible ; and I fortunately mot at Dewangari and other places with persons 
who were either residents of Lassa, or had visited Teeshoo Loomboo, aqd were 
familiarly acquainted with the Tsanpo, which flows between them. By all of 
these persons astpnishment was expressed that I should not be aware of the 
identity of the Tsanpo and Berhampootcr ; and they distinctly described its 
course as passing through the Abor Hills, and terminating in the Valley of 
Assam. These statements were made by various individuals at different 
places ; they have been Bince strengthened by the light of a manuscript map 
forwarded Borne years ago to Captain D. Herbert, of the Surveyor-General’s 
Department, by Mr. B. Hodgson, the accomplished scholar and Resident of 
Nipaul, in which the same course is assigned to this river, and I consider the 
evidence so satisfactory upon the subject that nothing short oAfcocular 
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demonstration to the contrary would now shake my conviction of the justice 
of the opinion of our unrivalled geographer Major Rennell, “ that the Tsanpo 
and Bprhampooter are one and the same river, under different names.* 

19. The great natural glens or defiles through which the principal rivers 

flow to the plains must have very early suggested 

themselves as presenting the most practicable lines of 
communication between the hills and plains ; and all those routes which have 
obtained any celebrity are such as have been eliminated in compliance 
withtthis suggestion of nature herself. From the Eastern Frontier of Bootan 
a more desirable line of communication can hardly be found than that which 
ascends by the bed of the Dcwa Nuddeo to Dewangari — for Tongso tho 
route by Bagh Dooar which follows the course of the Matecsam Nullah — for 
Poonakh that known as the ( Jherrung Dooar, which skirts the left bank of the 
Patchoo River from the plains to the very heart of Bootan, and is universally 
admitted by every Booteah 1 have consulted to present fewer difficulties 
than any other route between the hills and plains. To reach TassiBudon, 
the most direct route is that by which my Mission returned ; but the natural 
difficulties are so great from the rugged and precipitous character of those 
portions of tho route North and South of Cliupcha, where the path is a narrow 
ledge in tho side of the mountain scarcely practicable even for ponies and 
perfectly inaccessible to ladon animals, that a very trifling examination is 
sufficient to impress the traveller with a conviction that it is not by this route 
the caravans travel which annually visit Rungpore ; and this belief was 
subsequently confirmed by the inquiries to which it led. 

20. It appears that the merchants who convey their goods from 
Thibet and Bootan to the town of Rungpore in the plains, all travel from 
the Northern Frontier of the latter country tlirough the districts subject to 
the Paro Pillo ; and instead of crossing, as was generally supposed, to the 
hftft bank of the Tchinchoo, near the confluence of that river with the 
Hatchoo, continue to travel along the right bank by a route which leads 
to a village called Doona, between Darlingcote and Chamoorchee. It is 
described as infinitely more easy of access than tho road by Buxa Dooar, 
which has obtained a degree of celebrity simply from tho circumstance of 
its having been the one by which the first Missions that ever entered 
Boot8^| and Thibet, from the plains of Bengal, had been induced or 
constrained to travel. From the fact of its having been selected by the 
Bootan Government as the one by which our Embassies should travel, an 
inference appears to have been drawn totally at variance with that which 
should have resulted from the circumstance ; for it was far more ptobable 
that nations whose intercourse with foreign States had from the earliest 
periods of which we have any certain knowledge evinced such political 
suspicion and distrust would select, for the advance of any deputation 
the most difficult entrance to their country than that, in defiance of the 


* Rennell’a Memoir, page 279. 
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dictates of* habitual caution, they should order it to be conducted by the 
most easy. To this distrust was no doubt owing the selection of the Buxa 
Dooar for the admission and return of the Missions of Mr. Bogle and 
Captain 'fcmer ; and the persevering attempts made to force the one under 
my direction to the addition of the same nne, On entering the country, 
the Booteah^ as has been seont were foiled* in this scheme, but they forced 
us, in violation of their promise previously ^given to permit our return by 
the Cherrung Do$px, to ^travel by the for more arduous and difficult one 
of the Buza. * fr # 

21. In traversing these several routes from Bengal to Bootan, many 
statidns are crossed in about the 27th parallel of Latitude, and not 
more then three forced marches from the plains of Bengal where the 
surrounding peaks are .during the winter months of the year thickly coated 
with snow, at elevations varying from nine to ten thousand feet above 
the sea. At Chupcha, which is 7,984 feet above this level, and about 7,800 
above the subjacent plains, we were enjoying the bracing effects of a tem- 
perature very little above the freezing point, when the inhabitants of 
the plains below, not more than 30 miles distant in a direct line, were 
suffering the inconveniences of extremely oppressive heat : the snow on 
the summit of the Loomala Mountain, which is not more than four miles dis- 
tant from the village and castle of Chupcha, and about 2,000 feet above it, 
gradually disappeared during the day, under the influence of the sun ; but 
was again renewed by the diminished temperature of the night, and presented 
at an early hour in the morning its rugged outline again covered with 
snow. These appearances were observed in the middle of May, and the 
snow does not finally disappear until the end of June. # 

22. Following the same line East, various peaks attain an elevation 
sufficiently great to be affected by similar influences, and between Jongar 
and Tsaleng the route passes over ridges where snow frequently faffs 
during the winter months of the year. From a temple North of Bulphaee 
which is in Latitude 27° 13' and at an elevation of 6,808 feet above the 
sea, a continuous ridge was visible about five miles distant on the North, 
which in January was heavily sprinkled with snow, and ice was gather^ 
from under the rocks which skirted the path ; the mountains seen from 
this temple, which stands at the considerable elevation of 8,360 fee^ above 
the sea, comprised between the North and South-East points of the horizon, 
are lofty and m&isive to a degree far exceeding those on the West, and the 
route which traTOrses them from Railing and Booree-Goomah to Tassgong, 
under*whose Soubah both these Dooars are placed, must be one of great 
difficulty. 

23. From the meridian of the temple, which is in about 91° 35' East 
Longitude, the more lofty ridges and peaks trend to the North-East for a 
considerable distance, and if we pursue the examination, and trace a line 
through the different points indicated from Chupcha to Bulphaee, it will 
be observed that the limits of snow approach more nearly to the plains 



REPORT ON BOOTAN. 


of Bengal between these points than in ‘ most other parts of the great sub- 
Himalayan chain, and must naturally tend to produce a corresponding 
modification of temperature in the less elevated tracts between them. 

24. The same indications, which induced the adoption of *the great 
glens and valleys through which^the rivers flow, as tffe best lines of communi- 
cation between Bootan and Bengal, have leftl* to the exercise *<of a similar 
judgment in those by which all intercourse is carried on between this Alpine 
region and Thibet; and of the five ♦principal routed of whflfth a knowledge has 
been j^tained, one from Tassgong traverses the Valley of the*Monass River — 
another from Tassangsoe that of the Koolung-*— a third from Jugur, the defile 
through which flows the Samkachoo — a fourth from Poonakh up the Valley 
of the Matchoo, the most Western of the two rivers by which it is drained, — 
and the last and most frequented, that by which Captain Turner travelled 
through the Paro Pillo’s jurisdiction to Teeshoo Loomboo, skirts for nearly 
the whole distance from the lofty mountain of Cheemularee, the defiles of 
the Painomchoo River. • 

25. The bold and generally nigged character of the Bootan mountains, 

when viewed from the plains, strongly impresses a 
Geology. traveller with the conviction that they are principally 

composed of the primitive and secondary rocks; employing these terms in 
th eir generally received sense, and without reference to the recent views of 
geologists which would class granite and gneiss amongst the more recent 
formations.* 

26. It will suffice in this Report to give a very general sketch of the 
principal formations met with in the course of journey through the country, 
reserving a more detailed description for a period of greater leisure, and after a 
comparison, for which I have not yet had time, shall have been instituted 
between the geological specimens collected during my journey and those which 
have been so clearly described by Dr. McClelland in the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society, t and in his admirable work on the Geology of Kumaon. A very 
great similarity is perceptible between the description of the rocks found 
in that district and those I observed in Bootan, the similitude extending 
not only to the order of succession, but to the mineralogical character of the 
rocks. 

27. In ascending by the bed of the Dewa Nuddee from Hazaragong 
in the plain to Dewangari, boulders of granite or gneiss,, masses of hornblende 
slate, micaceous slate, brown and ochre-coloured sandstt^ps are the rocks 
principally found in the fied of the torrent; and the heights which rise 
almost perpendicularly on either side from the bed of thj river are composed 
of a coarse granitic sandstone which is rapidly decomposing. In some instances, 
a vertical section is observable, showing the whole hill to be a conglomerate 
composed of the rounded and angular fragments of those varieties of rock* 
The inferior heights vary from three to eight hundred feet above the plains, 


• LyeH’s Geology, yob 4th, p. 878. 
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and when viewed from them, present a very striking contrast to the more 
massive ranges beyond. Their sides are almost entirely bare of vegetation ; 
slips arc seen in every direction, leaving large white patches which have a very 
singular and marked effect, and stand prominently out from the dark foliage 
of the ranges behind them. 

28. At Dcwangari, boulders of granite and gneiss were observed on the 
summit of the ridge; and on tho Western side near the Dewa Nuddee, clay 
slate in nearly horizontal Strata formed the basis rock, and would appear to 
rest unconfonnably on the hornblende slate above; but our progrgps was 
much too rapid to allow of an examination sufficiently detailed to enable me 
to speak with certainty on this point. In ascending from the Dewa Nuddee, 
nearly the whole way to Sasee, the principal rock is hornblende slate; at 
Sasee traces of limestone were perceptible, and from thence to Bulphaee 
there was an admixture of fragments of hornblende with clay slate. On 
reaching tho temple above Bulphaee, which stands at an elevation of 8,630 
feet above the* sea, the hill is found to be composed* of a talcose slate with 
garnets thickly disseminated, and in some instances studded with large grains 
of titaniferous iron ore. The ground near the temple is in many places 
thickly strewed with these grains, showing the total decomposition of the 
rock in which they were originally imbedded. 

29. At Itongdoong, the gneiss and mica slate formations become dis- 
tinctly marked, and constitute the principal rock from thence to Tassangsee : 
between this latter place and Lcnglong, the lofty range of Doonglala was 
crossed, and the peaks between which the narrow path led across the bridge 
proved on examination to be of gneiss, and were upwards of 13,000 feet above 
the sea. The central ridge rose almost perpendicularly from a massive plat- 
form about three thousand feet lower down, which was composed of mica and 
talcose slate, resting conformably on the central axis of gneiss. 

30. At Tamashoo, which is 5,000 feet above the sea, traces of primary 
limestone appear, which is again succeeded by mica slate and gneiss on the ascent 
to Pemee ; and at the lofty Pass of Roodoola, which is 12,335 feet above the 
sea, and rising like that of Doonglala through the upheaved strata of mica slate, 
the rock wherever visible above the heavy snow proved to be gneiss. Between 
the Valleys of Boomdungtung and Jaeesah, which arc 8,668 and 9,410 feet above 
the Bea, mica and talcose slate with a few detached blocks of limestone form the 
principal rocks ; and from Jaeesah to Tongso, gneiss again appears at the most 
lofty elevations, talcose slate resting conformably upon it at lower points. 

31. At Tcnindipjee the limestone formation first appears on a large 
scale ; and the perpendicular mountains on the North of the village are entirely 
composed of it. Some of the finest lime in Bootan is obtained from this 
neighbourhood. It extends tho whole way to Santecgaon and Phaen, and 
within a Bhort distance of Poonakh the gneiss again appears, the whole 
valley being filled with large boulders of this rock and granite. 

23. The route from Poonakha to Tassisudon, and thence by Woollakha, 
Pauga, Chapcha, and Murichom to Buxa Dooar, lies, as has been already 
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mentioned, entirely across a limestone couutrv, which presents a very striking 
contrast, in its well cultivated fields and luxurious crops, to the barren sterility 
of nearly all the previously described tracts. At the foot of the Buxa Hill, and 
about 500 feet above the plains, a soft brown sandstone of very recent forma- 
tion appears. It is rapidly disintegrating, and in many places the path has 
been carried through gaps formed by the decomposition and subsequent 
dispersion of the materials of the rock. 

33. This description of the most remarkable peculiarities of the physical 
structure of Bootan will suffice, it is presumed, to convey a clearer idea of that 
country than we had formerly tho opportunity of forming, and wc may now 
proceed to the consideration of the nature of its Government, which has 
evidently been formed upon the model of those of Thibet and China, to^hich 
in all essential points it closely assimilates. ' 


Section III.— Sub-Section I. 


1. The secular head of the Government of Bootan is generally known 


Government of Bootan. 


as an Officer called Deb or Deba, and the spiritual 
supremacy is vested in another known as the Dhurma, 


who like the principal Lama of Thibet, is supposed to bo a perpetual incarna- 
tion of the Deity : both are, however, totally distinct from the persons holding 
corresponding ranks in Thibet, with whom they have been sometimes confounded. 

2. The Deb Raja is chosen from amongst tho principal Officers of the 
country who are eligible to seats in a Council which will be subsequently 
noticed ; and is by the established laws of the country permitted to hold that 
rank for a period not exceeding three years ; but both these rules have been 
frequently violated, and the conditions which the theory of tlvc Government 
enjoins become a dead letter in practice, whenever any aspirant after regal 
honours possesses the power which might render their enforcement dangerous 
or inconvenient. The office is now filled by a person who was originally in a 
very humble rank of life, and held the situation of Daka Pillo when he rebelled 
against his predecessor— two circumstances which disqualified him by law for 
the rank. The rebellion commenced a very short time before my Mission 


entered Bootan, was raging during the whole time we were on the route from 
Dewangari to Tongso, was only suspended during our residence at the capital, 
and was to be renewed as soon as we had left on our return. The Deb is 
about forty years of age, of rather dark complexion, mild manners and pleasing 
address ; and is generally considered a person of more than oWinary intelligence 
by the Booteahs. In the several interviews I had with him, these qualities 
were displayed, and I had every reason to believe that his extremely precarious 
situation was the caus^.of all that appeared exceptionable in his conduct. 

3. The Dhurma Raja, like his great prototype of Lassa, is supposed to 
be Buddh himself, clothed in the human form, and by successive transmigra- 
tions from one corporeal frame to another, to escape the ordinary lot of humanity : 
on the At h, or temporary withdrawal of the Dhurma from the sublunary 
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soene of his existence, his office remains vacant for a twelvemonth, during 
which time the senior Gylong, or priest, regulates the religious observances of 
the country. The first appearance of the Dhurma is supposed to be indicated 
by the refusal of his mother’s milk, and an evident preference for that of a 
cow. He is also supposed to be able to articulate a few words distinctly, and 
to convey his meaning by certain intelligible signs. The intelligence of these 
miraculous manifestations of precocious intellect is conveyed to the Court, 
and a deputation, composed of some of the principal priests, proceeds to the 
spot where the young Dhurma is said to have appeared, conveying with them 
all those articles which in his former state of existence he had been in the 
habit of using. These are spread before him, mingled with a number of 
other# purposely made to resemble them witli the innocent intention to test 
the infallibility of the re-nate God. As might have been anticipated, the 
infant always proves victorious in this contest of skill ; the priests declare their 
conviction that he is their former spiritual head, and he is conveyed with great 
ceremony to the Palace of Poonakh, at which place fill installations must be 
made, either in the rank of Dhurma or Deb, to give them validity. The 
present Dhurma is a child of about nine years of age, and has held the present 
office for four years. His countenance possesses all the characteristics which 
so peculiarly mark the Mongolian race. The face is rather oval in its form, 
the eye very much elongated and very prominent, the nose short and rather 
flat. His complexion is very fair, and he has a profusion of flowing black 
hair. On the occasion of our presentation, he was neatly and elegantly attired 
in a silken robe, and wore a pointed cap rather richly embroidered. The 
extreme neatness and cleanliness of his person and dress presented a very 
remarkable contrast to the filth which peered through the half-worn silken 
dresses of the motly group about him. Captain Turner gives a rather start 
ling description of the intelligence and dignity displayed by the young Lama 
of Teeshoo Loomboo at his interview with him, but on the present occasion 
the Dhurma of Bootan, though evincing considerable quiet dignity in his 
manner, very wisely allowed an aged priest, concealed behind his throne, to 
dictate the remarks which avowedly emanated from himself. During the time 
that Captain Turner’s Mission was in Bootan, it appeared to him that both the 
socular and spiritual authority were united in the then Deb, but such a sup- 
position being totally opposed to the spirit of their institutions, must have 
been erroneous ; and it is more probable that his Mission arrived during the 
annual interregnum which invariably follows the death of a Dhurma. 

4. Subordinate to these heads of the Government are two Councils; the 
one moro immediately under the authority of the Dhurma is composed of the 
twelve principal gylongs or priests from among those who habitually live in 
the palace, and to control and direct whom in their religious and literary 
pursuits, is the ostensible object of the Council. It has, however, in imitation 
of its no less sagacious prototype in Europe, contrived at various times to 
exercise a very efficient control over less spiritual objects ; and as it is com- 
posed generally of the oldest and most venerable of a venerated *S8, this 



REPORT ON BOOTAN. 


63 


Counoil is with justice supposed to have had no small Bhare in exciting and 
fomenting the contests for the rank of Deb which have so greatly aggravated 
the evils of a naturally corrupt and tyrannical rule. Their professed abstinence 
from all participation in secular affairs renders it, however, necessary that 
this influence should be secretly exercised, and they may be regarded more as 
a privy Council of the Dhurma, which it is considered respectful to consult, 
than as a body having an avowed and admitted right to share in the Councils 
of the State. 

5. The Council of which the Deb is the head, though he seldom presides 
at its deliberations, is composed of the following Members, who are named in 
the order of precedence observed in taking their seats : 

1. Lam Zirap6. 

2. Donnay Zimp6. 

3. Tecpoo or Tassi Zimp6. 

4. Poona Zimp6. 

5. Deb Zimp^ 

6. Railing Zimp6 or Sahib. 

6. The first of th^, the Lam Zimp6, is an Officer avowedly devoted to 
the interests of the Dhurma, whose confidential Secretary he is supposed to 
be ; the Deb, however, generally contrives to nominate to the situation some 
Officer in whom he can confide, and when we were at Poonakh it was held by 
his own brother, the late Jongar Soubah, who had been mainly instrumental in 
bringing the rebellion which placed the Daka Pillo on the throne to a success- 
ful termination. 

7. The Donnay Zimpe, though holding the second seat in the Council, 
appeared to be deficient in those personal qualities which command attention 
and respect, and was a mere tool in the liands of the more bold and enter- 
prizing Lam Zimp6. 

8. The Teepoo or Tassi Zimp6 is the title of the Officer who is entrusted 
with the charge of the Castle of Tassisudon, and is entitled to a seat in the 
Council whenever he may be present at Poonakh with the Court ; but rarely 
attends, except during the summer months of the year, when the scat of 
Government is transferred to the castle of which he is the Governor. This 
Officer wo did not see, as during the whole of our stay at Poonakh he remained 
at Tassisudon : of his character we had a favorable report, and there appeared 
to be a very general wish that he should succeed in his designs upon the 
Debship. 

9. The rank and offices of the Poona Zimpd exaSly correspond to 
those of the Tassi Zimp6, the former being the guardian of Poonakha, whence 
his title. The situation held by this Officer at the commencement of the 
rebellion of Daka Pillo was the comparatively insignificant one of door-keeper 
of Poonakh; the principal one of which he treacherously opened to the rebels 
at night, who entered the palace, pursued the deposed Deb to the apartments 
of the priests, and would have sacrificed him in their presence, but for their 
timely inftreession and the surrender of the regal dignity by the object of 
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their solicitude. For this act of treachery, the door-keeper was raised to the 
rank of Governor of the castle. His countenance, however, betrayed a total 
want of intellect, and he appeared to be held in the most sovereign contempt, 
even by those to whom he had rendered such hazardous service. 

1 0. The Deb Zimp6 was a relative and faithfully attached follower of 
the master, whoso representative he peculiarly is, in the Council; he is an old 
and grey-headed man of dark complexion, gaunt features and figure, small 
deeply seated eyes with a most piercing and inquiring anxiety of expression 
— cunning, superstitious, timid, and civil. 

11. The Railing Ziinpe, the last Member of the Council, is nominated 
to his scat by the Dhurma Raja, avowedly, but really, during the minority 
of the present incarnation, by the hoary priests, who assume his power and 
authority. 

12. The Paro and Tongso Pillos, or Governors of the Western and 
Eastern Divisions of Bootan, are entitled to seats in this Council whenever 
they visit the capital, and even when residing in th^ir own jurisdictions their 
opinions are consulted on every occasion of importance. 

13. The Daka or Tagana Pillo, who from hnr title we would suppose 
was regarded as on an equality with the two other Officers of similar 
designation, is altogether an inferior personage, in consequence apparently 
of the insignificant extent of his jurisdiction. He has no seat in the Coun- 
cil, and is in this respect, inferior even to the Governor of Wandipoor, who 
is occasionally called to assist at its deliberations, and is included amongst 
those who are considered hy the laws of the country eligible to the rank and 
offices of Deb. 

14. This list includes the Paro and Tongso Pillo, the Lam and Deb 
Zimpes, and the Tassi, Poona, and Wandipoor Zimpes, or Zoompons. The 
Daka Pillo is, as I have alroady mentioned, hy law, excluded, but the present 
Deb has by force and troachery made his way to the office from the pro- 
hibited nmk; and his enemies appeared to lay greater stress upon this 
circumstance than any other ; the treachery and ingratitude to his former 
master might have been pardoned, but the fact of the Daka Plilo being their 
author could not be overlooked. 

15. The Paro Pillo, to whom the charge of all the country extending 

from the right bank of the Tchinchoo River to the Teesta is intrusted, has 
under his authority six Officers of the rank of Soubah, a term not known in 
Bootan except those who havo been accustomod to visit the plains, and 
which has appa^fftly been substituted by the Mahomedan Rulers of Bengal 
for the proper Bootoah appellation of Zoompon. * 

16. The Zoompons, or Soubahs, under the Paro Pillo are the — 

1. Dooj6 Zoompon, who resides on the Thibet Frontier in charge of the 
Scoboo Dooar. 

2. Hatoom Zoompon, under whose orders is the Soubaii of Mara Ghaut, 
one of the Dooars, on our Frontier. 

3. Soome Zoompon, who occupies a centrical position in the mountains. 
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4. Josah Zoompon, also centrically situated. 

5. Don6 Zoompon, under whom is the Kram in charge of the Dooor of 
that name. 

G. Buxa Soubah, who has charge of the Buxa Dooar, and generally 
resides with the Paro Pillo. * 

Six Officers called Doompaks, subordinate to the Soubahs, hold the charge 
of inferior villages ; and between them there is an intermediate rank of Chang 
Doompa, the nomination to which, as well as of the Soubahships rests with the 
Pillos, who are generally extremely sensitive of any interference with their 
patronage. 

1 7. The Tongso Pillo has an equal number of Officers of corresponding 
rank under his authority,* whose titles, derived from their castles, are as follow : 

1. The Tassgong or Benkar Zoompon. 

2. Tassangsee Zoompon. 

3. Lenglong Zoompon. 

4. Juger pr Ifyagur Zoompon. 

5. Jongar Zoompon. 

G. Jamjobnga Zoompon. I 

The Dewangari Raja, whoso real rank is that of Chang Doompa, and! six 
Doom pas, 

18. The Daka Pillo exercises authority over the Wandipoor Zoompon, 
and the Cherrung Soubah, whose real rank is that of Chang Doompa : it is 
doubtful whether he has any other Dooar than that of Cherrung under his 
authority. 

1 0. These are the principal Officers by whom the machinery of Govern- 
ment, such as it is, is kept in motion, with the aid of some subordinates whose 
offices are too unimportant to merit notice here, as they exercise little or no 
influence in the general direction of affairs. The Zinkaffs, with whom we arc 
more familiar, from the fact that no Officer of superior rank had ever been 
deputed to confer with representatives of the British Government, arc a very 
numerous class of official dependents in Bootan. It is the first step in , 
Government employ but one, the first being nomination to the office of Gurpa or 
assistant to the superior grade of Zinkaff, which is eagerly sought after, as it 
affords facilities of oppression, plunder, and gain, of which these functionaries 
avail themselves with quite as much sagacity and as little remorse as the 
Native public Officers of Bengal. 

20. It is against the- inhabitants of the Dooars that the rapacity of the 
Booteah Zinkaff is principally exercised ; his own countrymdl have as little 
aa himself to^ive, but the plains produce those articles of luxury and 
commerce which cannot be extracted from his barren mountains ; and the 
powerless Government he serves is unable to check his excess. The arrival 
of a party of Zinkaffs in the Dooars, on any pretence, is a calamity against 
which their oppressed inhabitants earnestly pray : fowls, pigs, goats, rice, 
clothes, and tobacco, are all placed under contribution, not only to the extent 
necessary for immediate use, but with a commendable foresight for future 
• 
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wants. On some few occasions, when the oppression and insolence of these 
official plunderers have been unusually great, a fearful vengeance has been 
taken, and there was in Poonakh, during my residence there, a Bengalee Officer 
of one of the Dooars, who in a fit of desperation had risen against his 
persecutors, and murdered on the spot two Zmkaffs of the Paro Pillo who 
had treated him and his family with every species of injustice. The Paro 
Pillo demanded his execution, which the Katma fled to the Deb to escape ; his 
life was spared by the payment of a fine of two hundred iftpees to the 
Pillo, but he has never been permitted to return since to his village, and has 
spent twenty years in his present exile. Despairing of ever returning to his 
former home and family in the plains, ho has solaced himself with a Booteah 
wife in the Hills ; and now holds the appointment of^Iohurir to the Deb. 

21. The authority exercised by the Pillos and Zoompons in their several 
jurisdictions is absolute, extending even to the infliction of capital punishment 
without necessity of reference ; and it rarely happens that any venture to 
appeal 'against acts of aggression or injustice ; but in some few instances this 
has been done, to the Pillos, against the Soubahs, and still less rarely to the 
Council against the former. The punishment of the most heinous offences 
may bo evaded by the payment of a fine, which for murder varies from 80 to 
200 Deba Rupees ; and the duties devolving on the nominal Council of the 
State are so little onerous that they have no fixed periods for meeting, and 
only do so when any particular exigency renders such a measure indisponsable. 

22. The form of Government is in itself, if fairly administered, quite 
sufficient to produce far more favorable results to the people than are now 
perceptible ; but as the removal of Officers occupying the most responsible 
situations are so frequent, and they receive no fixed salaries, every successor 
endeavours to amass as much property as possible during his tenure of an 
office which he is aware is likely to be but of short duration ; and as the 
removal of the superior is generally attended by the dismissal of every 
subordinate under him at the same time, the incentive to peculating industry, 

# exists in every grade, and the unfortunate cultivator is the victim of a system 
which not only affords no protection to the Weak against the injustice of the 
powerful, but systematically deprives industry of the rewards of its labour. 

23. In Bootan, on the death of any head of a family, however numerous 
his children, and whether male or female, the whole of his property becomes 
escheated to the Deb or Dhurma, and all that escapes the cupidity of the 
Soubahs, and Pillos, is forwarded to Poonakh or Tassisudon, and deposited in 
the stores of th#Deb, without the slightest reference to the wide-spreading 
distress which so sudden a deprivation of the means of ^bsistence may 
entail on the afflicted survivors. 

24. No ingenuity could have possibly devised a system better calculated 
to strike at the root of national prosperity than this ; and though the social 
ties are in Bootan piobably less powerful than in any other oountry on earth, 
save Thibet, where similar causes produce like results, still even here it* is 
felt as a heavy infliction, and all desire of accumulation is destroyed by the 
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certainty that even a favorjte son cannot hope to reap the rewards of his 
father's industry. * 

25. The consequences of this system are everywhere apparent, in 
deserted houses, desolate villages, and neglected fields. No emigration will 
account for these appearances, for men rarely leave their country as long as 
it is possible to eke out an existence at home, and it is evident that the popu- 
lation of Bootan has not for many years so pressed upon the productive 
powers of even its barren and rugged soil as to render such an expatriation 
necessary; and with the most ordinary exertions of agricultural industry it 
would support a population ten times as great as that which is now thinly 
sprinkled over the sloping faces of its massive mountains. 

26. It is a singular fact that during the whole of our journey through 
the country, wc scarcely ever saw an agod person : this, it is evident, could 
not have arisen from climate, for there are probably few spots on the globe 
presenting more favorable conditions to longevity than the lofty mountains 
and bracing air of Bootati ; and the causes are to be sought in that ^premature 
decay, which inevitably follows the unbridled indulgence of the passions, and 
the existence .of a social compact which legalizes prostitution and attaches 
no disgrace to a plurality of husbands. 

27. The custom of Polyandry which prevails throughout Thibet and 
Bootan has been attempted to be explained, on grounds arising from the fear 
of a population too great for an unfertile country:* but such foresight is 
totally at variance with the real character of the Booteahs as exhibited in every 
other reflation of life ; and it is arguing in opposition to every- principle of 
legitimate deduction to affirm that a prudence which is inoperative in check- 
ing the most ordinary tendencies to excess should oppose an effectual barrier 
to the strongest impulses of nature. And the true cause may be found rather 
in political ambition and spiritual pride, than in the less influential dictates of 
mere worldly prudence. 

28. All aspirants to office are compelled to renounce the happiness of 
domestic life, and in numerous instances where these ties have preceded the 
nomination to public employment, a total separation from wife and children 
has been regarded as an essential condition of accession to office. The late 
Tongso Pilio, who had a family before he obtained that rank, complied for a 
time with the injunction, but shortly afterwards violated it, in opposition to 
the remonstrances of the priests, who form a very large proportion of the 
establishment of his castle; he was in consequence no longer permitted to 
shai#in their meals, and though he continued too powerful to be summarily 
removed from*office, the impurity supposed to have been contracted by this 
relapse, excluded him from the Castles of Poonakh and Tassisudon, and from 
the presence of the Dhftma and Deb Rajas. 

29. With a sagacity well calculated to effect its object, and to confine 
the highest offices of the State to those who obeyed the mandates of the 


* Turner's Embassy, page 361, 
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priesthood, these restrictions do not extend to the lower classdt of society, 
and the numerous brothers of a family #f the subordinate ranks, which include 
all not in Government employ, may indulge their monogamic propensities 
without restraint. 

30. The practice of Polyandry prevails far more extensively in the 
Northern and central portions of Bootan than in the Southern. Its origin is 
clearly traceable to the influence of example from Thibet, and thynore remote 
from the scene where the practice is held in esteem, the more*neral is |he 
return to habits less violently opposed to the laws of nature and oommou 
sense. 

The consequence is that, while in the villages of the two former divisions 
the attention of a traveller through the country is particularly arrested by the 
paucity of children and women, in the latter they appear quite as numerous 
as in any other of the surrounding countries ; and at Dewangari, on the 
Southern face of the mountains overlooking Assam, where the practice is 
altogether ^disavowed, and considered as infamouB, the proportion of young 
to grown-up persons, and of females to males, appears to follow the laws by 
which it is ordinarily regulated. 

31. I have dwelt at some length on this custom, as it materially affects 
and influences the whole form of Government, and the civil and Boeial state 
of every class in the country. Its effects are seen in a total depravation of 
morals, and an utter disregard to the observance of those obligations of mutual 
fidelity, which amongst tribes supposed to be far less generally advanced in 
civilization are preserved with jealous vigilance, and which render the 
Booteahs of the nineteenth century amenable to the censures passed in the twelfth, 
by Marco Polo, on the immorality of Thibetan mothers and daughters.* In 
some respects they appear to have degenerated even from the standard which 
then prevailed, for by the Booteahs of the present day post-nuptial chastity 
is held in as little esteem as virgin purity ; while in Thibet, the same author 
informs ub that, in those early periods, no one dared, after marriage, to meddle 
with her who had become the wife of another ; and Turner remarks on the 
same subject, that “ when women have once formed a contract, they are by 
no means permitted to break it with impunity.” t 


Sub-Section* II. 


1. The priesthood, by whose influence and counsels this observance 
must have been originally established, exercise slf pro- 
minent and injurious an influence on the country, 
either by the indulgence of a spirit of intrigue, both moral and political, or as 
the authors of oustoms which have been shown to produce a state of the 


The Priesthood. 


deepest demoralization that no account of Bootan could be complete which 
overlooked them. 


* Travels of Mem Polo, page 4 15. 


t Tomer's Embassy, page 363. 
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s. ■% arc in tho widest acceptation of the term a privileged class, 
whose numbers, avowed celibacy, and utter idleness, constitute a mass of evil 
under which a country of far greater natural capabilities* would materially 
suffer. In the Castles of Poonakh and Tassisudon alone their nifinbers are 
estimated at nearly two thousand, and they form a very considerable proportion 
of the inhabitants of all the othors throughout, the country ; the most lofty 
and favored sites are studded with thoir mohltsteries and houses, which are 
always distinguishable from being white-washed, and possessing an appearance of 
C(flhfort and noatucss much superior to those of the laity. The time of the priests 
is divided between the mummery of religious worship morning and evening, 
the occasional celebration of festivals, eating, and sleeping. Sometimes thoy 
are deputed aB instructors to the different villages throughout the country, 
and while so employed receive a small allowance from the Deb ; but the 
going forth on those duties appears to be in a great measure optional, and 
jtidging from the very few places at which I observed them, the duty of public 
instruction would appeaj to be less palatable than the listless idleness of a life 
spent at the capital, and the consumption of food, in the production of which 
they contribute neither directly nor indirectly. 

3. It is an object of the utmost ambition to every parent to have his son 
enrolled in tho ranks of this favored class ; and the permission to do so is 
obtained by an application to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas, if accompanied by 
a fee of one hundred Dcba Rupees, when the candidate is admitted to the 
palace "or castle, and is provided with food and clothing at the public expense : 
here ho romaius for a time^arying from two to six yoars, when if found to 
possess abilities adapted to public business, he quits his monastic life and 
enters upon a career of groater activity; but there appears to be no bar to 
his continuing to reside in the palace should he prefer that arrangement. 
As vacancies occur in the different temples and monasteries, they are filled up 
from among the favored eleves of the capitals of Poonakh, Tassisudon, Tongso, 
and Paro, and the less distinguished residences of the Soubahs, all of which, in 
a degree, support similar establishments of 

4. Subordinate to the Dhurma Raja, who is tho Supreme Pontiff of 
this favored class, and who is also known by the titles of Lam Teckoo, Noya 
Namjee, and Lam Suddoon, there are three or four llamas whose sacerdotal 
rank places them in public estimation at an immeasurable distance above the 
general class of religious professors who bear tho same title. The first of 
these is Lam Tip, the name of that Lama or Priest who occupies the Dhurma’s 
seat « during the annual interregnum which^ follows his death. Lam Sujee, 
who is regarded as the principal governor dl - spiritual^tcacher of all tho 
Dhurmas, aud who resides at a spot called Seooluga, not far from Poonakh, 
on the North. The present Lam Gooroo was born in the same moirih as the 
present Dhurma, in consequence of which the latter has refused to abide by 
his counsels, and has elected the Taloo Goompa Lama to the office of spiritual 
adviser. Tho other most celebrated Lama is known as Lam Kheng, who 
appears to be regarded as the senior Lama of all those in Bootan, and the visible 
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head of the hierarchy. Whether he succeeds ex-officio to the temporary seat 
which may be vacated by the death of the Dhurma, I have not been able 
clearly to ascertain, though it is generally believed to be the case ; and he may 
probably on this occasion assume the title of Lam Tip. 

5. The life of celibacy to which all the members of the priesthood are 
nominally devoted has thrown around them a fictitious veil of sanctity, which 
it may be impolitic to raise; but if reliance is to be placed on the statements 
of those who ventured to speak plainly, the period is not very distant when 
tho consequences of the immorality of the priests, and the secret indulgefbe 
of forbidden pleasures, will render some reform inevitable, and perhapB shake 
to its foundation a structure based in ignorance, and supported by systematic 
fraud. This privileged class annually becoming so much more dispropor- 
tionately large to tho remainder of the population by whose exertions it is sup- 
ported that the necessity of its continuance has been sometimes made the subject 
of discussion, and that tho blind and implicit veneration with which the 
Dhurma himself usod to be regarded is on the decline, may be inferred from 
the fact that the Deb has, on more than one occasion, ventured not only to 
intercept, and appropriate to his own use, presents expressly designed for the 
assumed incarnatioif of the Deity, but has taken them from him even after they 
had reached his presence, when the loss would of course be felt still more severely. 

C. A short time before tho death of tho last Dhurma, about five years 
ago, feeling his end approaching, he addressed the priests around him in terms 
expressive of deop regret at the demoralization of the country, the disrespect 
and want of reverence exhibited to the priests, anefthe reluctance with which 
those offerings wore now made which were formerly the spontaneous gifts of 
a grateful people ; truth and honesty, ho said, had disappeared from among 
them, and ho had in consequence determined that his next appearance on 
earth should take place in some other country more worthy of his presence. 
This sagacious resolve re-excited tho slumbering piety of his followers; and 
the most urgent entreaties, accompanied by professions of regret, and promises 
of amended morals, were employed to induce a change in his resolution. 
Their solicitations were successful ; the priests were fed, clothed, and wor- 
shipped more liberally than before, and the Dhurma, at the expiration of a 
year, was found to have animated the body of an infant in a small village 
called Dinnsee, in the district of the Lengloong Soubah. 

7. The priests are all supported by contributions drawn from the general 
resources of the country; the necessary supplies of grain, fowls, pigs, kids, 
sheep and bullocks are conveyed from the different districts to the Palace, 
where they are departed ; and no artifice is spared to render these offerings 
as abundant as th^iimited resources of the country will permit. When the 
intended deputation of a Mission was announced to the Bootan Government, 
the Deb^hen on tho throne indented largely on the different Officers for sup- 
plies of every description; the lowlanders in charge of tho DooarB were parti- 
cularly called upon to do honor to the expected guests, by forwarding for their 
use amplo stores of the best rice, sugar, oil, dhal, and pigs; and the hill 
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districts wqpe expected to furnish sheep, goats, and fowls, A large collection 
was accordingly made and deposited at Poonakh; but unfortunately for the 
Mission, the rebellion which broke out while it was in progress to the capital, 
and terminated in the deposition of the Deb, to whom it had been deputed, 
placed all these stores of good things at the mercy of successful rebels and 
hungry athletic priests, and we were limited to tho enjoyment of that poorer 
description of fare which tho priests and rebels would again revert to aftAr 

exhausting their present unusually luxurious supplies. 

!<■ 

Sub-Section III. 

1. The revenues of such a country as Bootan must of necessity, under 

the most favorable circumstances, be comparatively 
small; but subject as it is to such a Government, 
aud such a spiritual domination — consisting almost entirely of a series of the 
most rugged, lofty and. inaccessible * mountains on the face of the globe — and 
inhabited by a people whose conduct exhibits the total absence of those 
energetic qualities which sometimes vanquish nature, and render her most 
intractable forms subservient to the good of man, the amount of revenue 
railed in the country is so utterly insignificant as scarcely to do more than 
suffice to satisfy the most urgent demands for food and clothing; and these 
first requisites in the social condition arc so inadequately supplied to any 
but the Officers of Government, as to prove that tho little wealth which does 
exist flows only through channels which terminate in the palaces and castles 
of the powerful chieftains of the country. 

2. By far the greatest proportion of tho expenditure entailed in conduct- 
ing the Government is disbursed by contributions from the Dooars, the total 
amount of which is estimated at about forty thousand Rupees per annum. 
Of this sum, the several Officers of Government are supposed to receive the pro- 
portions given in the Appendix Table No. 7, but these sums are to be regarded 
as mere approximations to the truth, for nearly the whole of the revenue being 
paid in kind, and nothing like public records being kept at the capital, a correct 
valuation of the articles annually paid into the public stores by the several 
Officers named, can hardly be obtained. Other sources of profit to the Deb 
and Dhurma Rajas are derived from the presents made to both by every 
individual nominated to office ; and to this custom is in a great degree attri- 
butable the frequent changes made in the most important situations under 
the Government. The revenue contributed by the population of the Hills is 
almost entirely confined to the payment of a certain proportion of the produce 
of the lands in grain, whether of wheat, barley, or rice; of a quota of goats, sheep, 
ghee, fowls, and cloths, all of which are paid by the cultivators to their respec- 
tive Chiefs, and forwarded by them to the Pillos, in whose castles they are stored 
until the arrival of the month in winch it is customary to transmit them to the 
capitals of Poonakh and Tassisudon, where such "articles as are not required for 
immediate consumption are deposited, a portion being reserved for the presents 
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which are always made to Officers on nomination to office, and the remainder 
being employed in trade by the Deb, Dhurma, Poona, and Tassi Zimpds. 

3. The total amount of revenue drawn from every source can hardly be 
estimated at two lakh of Rupees per annum; and of this, but a very small 
proportion can be fairly considered available for any public exigency, the 
wealth of the country consisting almost entirely in the cotton cloths, silk, and 
grain drawn from the Dooars in the plains, and that which is derived from 
the very insignificant traffic carried on by the Deb, Dhurma, and Pillos, with 
those lowland districts subject to their respective rules, and of which, each 
studiously keeps the other in profound ignorance. 

4. No attempt appears to be over made to invest the little capital that may 

have accumulated in any other way than in the erection of a good house, 
which, like property, of every other description, is liable to resumption by the 
Government on the death of the person who had constructed it, and to obviate 
which a present is generally mado to the Pillo or Zoompen in whose jurisdic- 
tion the house is situated. * * 

5. It must be sufficiently evident that a Government which is conduct- 
ed on such principles can do little more than preserve itself from total disso- 
lution; the roal power of the Stato is vested in the two haughty barons of 
Paro and Tongso, within whose jurisdictions are comprised nearly three-fodfchs 
of the whole country and population. The Deb holds his precarious tenure 
of office at their pleasure; and any attempt to curtail their privileges or 
impair their influence would bo followed by his immediate removal from 
office. The Deb, aware of this, endeavours generally to strengthen as much 
as possible the tie which unites his interests with those of the Dhurma, and 
to add the sanction of religion to those acts which considerations of political 
expediency may render neccessary; but their united influence is unable to 
extort from the Pillos any contributions beyond those they have been accus- 
tomed to make, however great the emergency. 

6. The coin which circulates in the country is almost entirely confined to 
a silver one called ‘Deba,’ nominally of the value of the Company’s half Rupee. A 
prejudice appears to have at one time existed against the introduction of mints 
or any modification of systematic coinage ; but when by tho invasion of Cooch 
Bohar, the Bootan Government had obtained possession of the dies which were 
usod by tho Rajas of that Province in their coinage of the Narrainee Rupee, the 
practice was introduced into the Hills, and being found profitable, gradually 
extended from Poonakh and Tassisudon to the castles of the Soubahs, 
where the Deb Rupee is now ooinod; but as the degree of .purity of the metal 
is entirely dependent on the personal honesty of the Soubah, so great a variety 
k found in the standard value of the coin that it is altogether rejected by the 
inhabitants of the plains and Dooars, in which latter Narrainee Rupees still 
circulate extensively ; they are daily, however, becoming more scarce, for the 
Booteahs, whenever they can obtain them, carry them into the Hills, re-melt 
and alloy them, and in the deteriorated form of the Deba Rupee they are again 
circulated in the Hills. 
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1. The military resources of the country are on a scale of insignificance 
’ commensurate with its wealth and population ; the 

17 * number of men capable of bearing arms has been 

estimated, in the Account of Bootan by Kishenkant Bose, at 10,000,* and 
although a force of that strength might be available for defensive operations 
at various points within their own Hills, yet nothing like that body could be 
concentrated at any one spot ; a difficulty almost insuperable to their conti- 
nuance would bo found in the inadequacy of the supplies for so large a 
number, aud the great distance from which they must be drawn. Five or 
six hundred men could hardly be supported at any one point of the country 
I have visited for more than a few days, except at the castles of the Pillos and 
Soubahs ; and the extreme difficulty which appeared to be experienced even 
there, in furnishing the hundred followers of the Mission with the most 
ordinary food, proved thftlt oven in these comparatively rich seats of provincial 
government the produce of the country very little more than sufficed for 
the ordinary necessities of their inhabitants. 

^2. The arms of the Booteah consist of a dao, or long-bladcd knife, which 
is on the right, side ; the bow and arrow, the latter of which is sometimes 
poisoned, but more generally not ; the helmet is of a hemispherical shape, 
formed of a thin plate of iron, and well wadded with quilted cotton ; a flap 
generally made of red broad-cloth is attached to the back part of the helmet, 
and being well padded, serves as a good protection against the stroke of a 
Bword or the effects of rain. In addition to these arms, the men who are in 
attendance on Officers of the superior grades generally bear a circular shield, 
formed of thick buffaloe hide, well varnished with brass bosses and a stout 
rim. They are manufactured in Assam and Sylhet, and are very superior to 
anything which the Booteahs themselves are capable of producing. A few 
miserable matchlocks and blunderbusses, infinitely more dangerous to those 
who discharge them than to the persons against whom they are directed, 
complete the equipments of a Booteah force, and comparing what we saw in 
the country w»th the description given by Captain Bogle of the force to which 
he wa3 opposed in 1836, we may safely infer that very great exertions wero 
made on that occasion to send the Bix hundred men into the field as effectively 
armed as the united resources of the Tongso Pillo, and the Jongar and 
Dewangari Soubahs, could make them. 

3. There Js nothing like a standing military force in the country 
beyond the guards necessary for the protection of the castles of the different 
Soubahs ; at Tassisudon and Poonakh, on ordinary occasions, they amount to 
about 100 men, aud in the castles of the Pillos to nearly an equal number. 
On State occasions they are largely reinforced, and when the Mission received 
its audience at Poonakh, the number of armed followers present must have 


• Asiatic Researches, vol 15th, page 141,— passim, 
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amounted to between three and four hundred persons. During the time that 
they are on duty at the palaces, the men are fed and armed from the public 
stores, and when detached, they bear an order under the red seal of the Deb 
for the neoessary supplies from the different villages through which they pass. 
Their mode of attack is sufficiently illustrated in Captain Turner’s account of 
the action which he witnessed at Tassisudon in 1783 ; in the account by 
Captain Bogle of their proceedings in Banska Dooar ; and in the nature of 
the bloodless contests which were waging during our recent visit to the 
country, when the total loss of life was not estimated at more than three or 
four persons. On every occasion they appear to have exhibited that 
discretion which a very high authority has pronounced to be the better part 
of valour ; and the men of the Assam Sebundy Corps, who have had better 
opportunities of estimating the martial qualities of the Booteahs than any 
other troops in our service hold them in utter contempt. In this respect they 
present a very remarkable contrast to the other hill-tribes in their neighbour- 
hood, all of whom have, at different times, evinced sdme portion of the spirit 
with which the Booteahs appear to be so slightly gifted. 

4. I had an opportunity of testing the quality of their gunpowder 
at Tongso, and the result was such as to cover the Pillo and his followers ^ath 
shame. A double-barrelled percussion gun was one of the presents macffto 
him, and at his request I loaded and fired it off for his amusement ; he then 
begged that I would re-load it with some of his own powder, which was very 
carefully poured from a horn carried by one of his confidential followers ; an 
abundant charge was given to both barrels ; but on attempting to fire them off, 
it was found that the powder was not sufficiently strong to drive the wadding out, 
and it was necessary to withdraw the nipples, and put a charge of English 
powder in at the breech, which forced the Booteah powder and wadding out, 
to the great admiration of the bystanders, and amusement of our own 
Sepoys. At Tasgong and Poonakh, the only other two places at which we 
had an opportunity of judging, the powder appeared to be of rather better 
quality than that in the possession of the Tongso Pillo ; but it is everywhere 
very inferior to the worst description manufactured by the natives of India, 
and in quantities totally inadequate to the .long continuance of any offensive 
or defensive operations in which its use may be required. 

5 . No stronger proof of the utter inefficiency of the military resources 
of the country can be given than is afforded by the fact that Hur Govind, 
the Katma of Moinagooree, before alluded to, in whose subjugation the Deb, 
Dhurma, 'and Paro Pillo are all particularly interested, was able to set them 
at defiance, and virtually to shake off a yoke the burden of which became 
intolerable. The possession of a few muskets, matchlocks, and wall-pieces 
enabled him to do this ; and he will probably resort to the same means of 
opposition should renewed oppression force him once more into rebellion. 

6. There appears to be no established rule rendering it imperative cm 
either of the Pillos to detach their men to any point where they may 
co-operate, and act under the orders of the Deb, the nomihal head of the 
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country ; to resist foreign invasion small detachments would probably be 
sent by both of those Officers, but so great is the jealousy of these rival 
barons, and so little the intercourse, political or commercial, which takes 
place between the inhabitants of different portions of evei^this small territory, 
that they could never be brought cordially to co-operate, and it is rare to find 
a man possessing anything like a general knowledge of the most remarkable 
objects or features of the country. 


Seotion IV— Sub-Section I. 


1. Under a Government so insecure, with a population so scanty and 

inert, and a soil so barren, the productive industry 
Agriculture InduBtry 5 of the country must of necessity be on the most 

limited scale. Their agriculture has been eulogized 
by Captain Turner, and in some spots more favored by nature than others 
the Booteahs have exhibited considerable care in the mode of terracing their 
fields, and in availing themselves of the localities best adapted to purposes of 
husbandry ; these, however, the* geological structure and physical aspect of the 
comtry limit to comparatively few spots. The more lofty summits of the 
maintains may be estimated at from 12,000 to 15,000 feet 4 above the 
level of the sea ; from this height down to an elevation of about 10,000 feet the 
ridges of the mountains present an almost mural precipice marked by the bare 
and rugged outlines of the gneiss which, in all the ridges I had an opportunity 
of examining, constitutes the central nucleus of the most lofty peaks. At 
10,000 feet fire and pines appear rather abundantly, and from thence down to 
eight and nine thousand feet is a zone of vegetation consisting principally of 
oaks, rhododendrons, and firs. 

2. Between the last elevation of eight thousand feet and the glens 
through which the principal rivers flow, at an alt&ide of from two to four 
thousand feet above the sea level, are comprised the limits most extensively 
cultivated, and the altitudes at which the greater portion of the villages stand. 
At about eight thousand foet, the rugged edges of the superincumbent forma- 
tions, which rest conformably on the central nucleus, generally terminate and 
form a basis for the reception of the minute particles which are precipitated 
from the superior ridges and feaks above them by the disintegrating effects of 
weather and climate. A soil is formed better adapted to the purposes of 
husbandry than but for this provision of nature would be otherwise attainable, 
and the lower the level the more abundant are the crops, though even this 
is, of course, subject to very marked modifications induced by the geological 
character of the country, and the nature of the surface rock which most 
generally prevails. 

3. Barley, buck-wheat, and hemp were observed at Sasee at an eleva- 
tion of 4,325 feet above the sea. Barley alternates with rice from this altitude 
to about 8,000 feet, and wheat was growing in the Valley of Jaeesah, 9,410 
feet, the greatest elevation at which it was seen on our route. In the more 
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Western portions of the Himalaya mountains the cultivation of wheat, barley, 
buck-wheat, and turnips has been found to extend up to 12,000 feet high.* 
On the lower ranges in Bootan mustard-oil plant, urhur, and maize, with some 
of the more hardy varieties of peas, are cultivated ; and at Lengloong, 4,523 
feet above the sea, stunted sugar-cane, castor-oil plant, some betel vines, with 
a few orange trees, were seen ; the greatest elevation at which the latter was 
found was at Roongdoong, 5,175 feet above the sea ; and though the fruit was 
said to be indifferent, the tree appeared to bo well grown. 

4. The extremely precipitous nature of the country renders it necessary 
that the sloping faces of the hills should be cut into terraces, and thiB is a 
practioe which prevails almost universally throughout Bootan ; in some instances, 
where the declivity is unusually great, the front of every succeeding terrace 
has boon protected by retaining walls, the materials for which are abundantly 
supplied by the surrounding mountains. The spots most generally inhabited 
are contained in a zone extending from four to seven thousand feet above 
the sea ; # and above the latter altitude the mountains are generally covered 
with woods of oak and rhododendrons, or with forests of pines and firs. 
The natural sterility of the Boil is rarely attempted to be improved by 
any general system of manuring, and the principal places at which it 
was observed were at the Southern extremity of the Boomduntung ValTey, 
where the manure was piled in small detached heaps at different places 
of tho recently ploughed soil. It appeared to be composed principally of the 
decayed leaves of trees and other vegetable matter ; but was moBt inadequate 
to the production of any extensive good to the crops. The rotation of crops 
appears to consist simply of the alternation already mentioned, from wheat and 
barley during the cold months of the year to a very inferior description of 
rice during the rainy season ; and tho most lofty spot at which I ascertained 
the rice to be cultivated was Woollakha, which is 7,271 feet above the sea, and 
where at that season of th^rear the weeping willow may be found bending 
over fields cultivated with this great staple of the marshy plains of Bengal, 
and the primrose springing from the rills which water them. 

5. The hoe and plough are the only implements used in husbandry ; the 
former is of the . most ordinary form, and the latter is little if at all superior 
to the instrument commonly used in Bengal ; it is generally drawn by two 
oxen, and does little more than scratch the ground very superficially. A 
single individual directs the plough, and the whole system of husbandly, such 
as it is, has apparently been derived from the plains. 

6. A -good detail of ingenuity has been occasionally displayed by the 
Booteahs in the mode of conveying water for the irrigation of their fields, and 
for domestic use ; pipes and troughs formed of the hollowed trunks of trees 
and bamboos supported on cross sticks sometimes extend for a distance of 
nearly two miles from the centre of the village to the fountain head of a . 
stream in the side . of some distant mountain ; and at Dewangari this is the 
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only mode by which the people obtain a supply of this essential article ; not 
a drop of water being procurable in the immediate vicinity of the village. 

Sab-Section II. 

4 

1. The cattle are of two kinds, one exactly like the Mithuu of Assam, 

*ve Stock ° r ^ etna ^aga Hills to the South. The 

colour is a glossy jet black ; in some instances the 
animal attains a height and size nearly equal to that of the largest buffaloe, 
and its temper appears to be remarkably mild and docile. It is distin- 
guished by a very peculiar low which is so faint as to be scarcely hoard at a 
short distance, and resembles more the suppressed grumble of an elephant 
than the deep plaintive call with which the ear had been previously familiar. 
The other variety is a red and spotted breed, less remarkable for its size than 
the former, but still very far above the standard of the cattle in the plains of 
Bengal. They appear tC be less tractable than the black cattle, and were seen 
in greater numbers on the line of country between Tassisudon and Buxa Dooar 
than in any other part of Bootan. The total amount of cattle, however, was 
lamentably small, aud wholly inadequate to more than the cultivation of even 
a small portion of the land now under cultivation. Butter is extensively 
manufactured from the milk of the cows, and appears to be almost the only 
form in which it is used. 

2 . The yak or chowree-t ailed cattle ore rarely seen in Bootan, and the 
only two herds we met with were browsing at the very verge of the snow, on 
the lofty ridges between Tongso and Jaeesah, at an elevation of 11,000 feet 
above the sea. In the summer months, when the wintry aspect of even these 
lofty regions lias 'disappeared under the united influences of direct and reflected 
heat, the herdsmen convey their cattle to still l^tier spots, where perpetual 
winter reigns, and remain there until the incroJ^g severity of the season 
renders a descent of three and four thousand feet again necessary to procure 
grazing grouud for their charge. Those cattle appear to be very wild; and 
when our party was first seen approaching, though still at a great distance, 
they started off, as if by common consent, and were in a moment buried in 
the deepest recesses .of the noble fir and pine forests which towered above 
their grazing ground., The Only one 1 had an opportunity of examining 
was one which reached Roongdoong the day of my arrival there. It had 
come from the Kampa country laden with salt of about a maund weight, 
packed on a saddle-tree. It was of a jet black colour with a white face, 
about twelve hands high, and evidently one of so inferior a description as to be 
interesting only as being the first we had seen. It was covered with long 
silky hair, but the tuft at the end of the tail was far inferior to mahy 
I had before seen exposed for sale in various parts of India. The animal 
is by no means common in Bootan, and the herds we saw were the property 
of the Deb and ToiJfjbn Pillo. In Thibet they form a \ ery valuable acquisition 
to the inhabitants of the country, from the quantity of milk they give, from 
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which a rich butter is manufactured, and imported both to Bootan and 
Tartary, in hides carefully sewed up, many of which I observed at various 
times in the court-yards of the Palace at Poonakh. 

3. Of goats and sheep we saw comparatively few during our residence 
in the country, and those were neither remarkable for size nor beauty ; the 
celebrated shawl goat of Thibet is rarely seen in Bootan, and even there 
deteriorates and suffers in health from the great summer heats of the lower 
elevations. On removal to the plains it is found almost impossible to pre- 
serve them for any length of time, and the only chance of doing so is by 
having them conveyed to the foot of the Hills during the coldest season of the 
year, and shipping them off immediately to a more congenial climate than is 
found in any part of India South of the great Himalaya chain, amongst 
whose perennial snows alone they enjoy protracted life. The Booteahs 
sedulously guard against the exportation of any but such as are unfit for 
propagating their species, and the pure white breed, wliich is most highly 
prized, is with difficulty procured at any price. Tlu^ jealousy of exportation 
extends to Thibet itself, and can only be overcome through the exertions and 
influence of the head Authorities of Districts, to whom almost all the flocks 
belong. 

4. The sheep of Bootan are much larger than those observed in the 
subjacent tracts of Bengal, but they are inferior in appearance to those of 
Upper India, which they resemble in form ; they are covered with a more 
abundant coat of wool, and the blankets manufactured from it are remarkable 
for their softness, a quality which extends even to the most coarse looking 
varieties. We did not observe more than two flocks of sheep during our 
journey through and residence in the country, and they were then in the 
most miserable condition. Both sheep and goats are employed by the 
Booteahs, and more part^il arly by the Southern Thibetans, in the carriage 
of their produce. Salt iflne article generally placed upon them carefully 
sewed up in small canvass bags, which are slung over the back of the 
animiri • the load of the ordinary sheep and goat varies from six to twelve 
seers, but ihe larger variety of Thibetan sheep, Mr. Trail informs us, carries 
loads of from fifteen to twenty seers, and accomplishes a journey of from five 
to eight miles a day.* 

5. The ponies of the countiy are remarkable for bone, thick bushy 
manes and tails, large heads, heavy shoulders, and broad chests. They 
average between twelve and thirteen hands in height, and possess great 
powers of endurance. I have seen an animal of this size climb up a moun- 
tain of eight and nine thousand feet high with a man weighing eleven stone 
on his back. Captain Turner has alluded to the severity of the bits used in 
Bootan to curb these self-willed ponies, and saj's, “ I have seen a Tangling 
horse tremble in every joint when the groom has seized both reins of a severe 
bit and compressed his jaws as it were in a vice,”t but the trembling alluded 
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to must have originated from some other cause than the severity of the bit ; 
for the one universally used in Bootan is a perfectly smooth snaffle, the least 
severe one it is possible to employ ; and the symptoms of terror were more 
likely to have had their origin in the dangerous nature of the paths to bo 
traversed than in the bit by which the animal was guided over . them. 
The Booteahs rarely ride down hill, almost invariably dismounting at 
■ the head of every steep descent, and remounting agaiu whenever an 
asoont is to be overcome ; the saddle* is admirably adapted to the nature 
of the country in which it is used, both the peak and the kantle rising six 
or seven inches above the seat* and affording a most efficient support to tho 
rider cither in climbing or descending the mountains. The extremely pre- 
cipitous nature of the country renders any extraordinary exertion of speed 
impracticable, and except on the moBt urgent occasions the pony is never 
pressed beyond a moderate walk, which averages from 1 J to 2 miles an hour. 
When rapidity of movement becomes inevitable, the pony iB firmly held on 
either side of the bit, tef which thongs of leather are attached, by two runners, 
who urge him by repeated calls to unusual exertion j a suceession of rushes 
is then made up the steep face of the mountain, each of which can only be 
ccSitinued for a few yards, ^hen the pony and his leaders both pause for 
breath : as soon as they have sufficiently recovered to repeat the exertion, 
another rush follows, and then another pause ; but the exhaustion induced by 
these violent exertions is bo great %iat they cannot be continued^ for more 
than a short distance, and the rider on these occasions, if a man of any rank, 
is supported by two runners, one on each side, who press firmly against his 
back, while tho pony is struggling against the difficulties of the ascent, and 
give him such efficient support that no muscular exertion is necessary to 
retain his seat in the most trying ascents. The pony of Bootan, in every 
part of his country, has to overcome these difficulties of ascent and descent 
whenever he moves from his stall, and one of thJB wonderful adaptations of 
nature to peculiar circumstances which in the brute creation so constantly 
appear has given a power and muscular development to the shoulder and 
neck of the Bootan pony, which peculiarly qualify him for overcoming the 
most rugged and precipitous ascents ; but other parts of the frame are not. 
proportionally great. The same animal which, amongst his native mountains, 
will climb the most rugged and precipitous path, with an overhanging 
mountain on one side and a steep abyss a few inches distant on the other, 
without making a false step, or evincing any sympton of apprehension, if 
taken into the plains will stumble at every step and shy at every pebble, to 
the imminent danger of his rider. The colours of the ponies are as various 
as are observable amongst other races of the same animal, eveiy variety of 
grey, black, chesnut, bay, mouse colour, dun, and piebald, — this last here, as 
in India, being the variety most highly prized. Horses are almost entirely 
reserved for the raldle, and the drudgery of carrying burdens devolves 
exclusively upon nwres, which appear to be very numerous, and are allowed 
to graze with their foals in all the most sheltered and level glens about the 
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country. The most celebrated studs for them are at Poonakh, Tassisudon, 
and the Valley of Paro, the latter, according to Captain Turner, being the 
principal one. Tho possession of horses, which unlike those of Thibet ■ are 
never castrated, is almost entirely confined to the Deb, Dhurma, Pillos, and 
Soubahs ; there were about one hundred in the stables of the Deb at 
Poonakh, and forty or fifty at Tongso ; but from the physical structure of the 
country there are but very few spots in the whole of Bootan where they 
could bo brought with effect to act as cavalry ; and they are evidently retained 
more for purposes of State and traffic than os an arm of their military 
strength on which any reliance is placed. * 

6. Mules are in Bootan much morePhighly prized for riding than ponios ; 
aud some of the finest I have ever seen were met with in that country ; 
the favorite one of the Dewangari Raja must have been very nearly fourteen 
hands high, and I saw at Poonakh several equally remarkable for height 
and symmetry ; they are a cross between the ponies of Bootan and the asses 
brought from the adjacent Districts of Thibet, generally includod under the 
torms “ Kampa Country.” Of these asses I saw soveral on the route between 
Dewangari and Tasgong; thoy were generally of a mouse-colour, with fine 
skins and coats, and of a very blood appearance j^they were employed almcfet 
exclusively in conveying salt, and appeared to be so docile as to thread their 
way over the rugged and rocky paths of tho mountains without any other 
guidance ^han that of their own instinct. 

7. No animal is in Bootan more highly prized than the pig, 
and no more acceptable present can be made by the people of the 
Dooars to tho Chieftains in- the Hills than one sufficiently large to re- 
quire a relay of three or four men to convey it to its destination ; 
thoy aro kept exclusively for food, and are preserved with the most 
jealous vigilance. On one occasion, when we had requested permission to 
set out on a shooting exeiBion against some bears which had appeared in tho 
neighbourhood of Poonakh, some difficulty was raised under an^ apprehension 
that pigs might he mistaken for bears, and be shot instead of them. The 
improbability of such a mistake was pointed out, and we thought to allay 
apprehension by saying we should no more think of shooting their pigs than 
their people ; but the Zimp6s shook their heads doubtingly and at last said, 
“ Shoot as many boars or men as you please, but spare the pigs” : a more 
striking illustration of the national character could hardly have been given. 
Almost all these animals are brought up from the plains, and as their numbers 
rapidly d imin ish from the united effects of Booteah appetite, climate, arid 
inadequate food, they are obliged to be frequently replenished ; they arc of 
the most ordinary description, and differ in no respect that I could perceive 
from the swinish races of the plains. 

8. Dogs are, in Bootan, by no means numerous ; some few of the large 
and fierce breed from Thibet are kept in the gateways of ^he principal castles, 
more apparently as a matter of show than for use ;*ey are invariably 
coined, and their presence is denoted by an almost incessant bark. They 
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sometimes accom;>any the travellers from Kampa to Assam and Bengal, and 
are sufficiently fierce and powerful to he formidable ; they are, however, but 
fow in number, and the majority consist $f the common pariahs which are 
brought up as presents from the plains ; their miserable diseased and half- 
starved appearance proves, however, that the climate is uncongenial to them, 
and one which had at some former period been brought away from a village 
at the foot of the Hills being thoroughly disgusted with his alpine friends, 
attached himself to our camp os soon as we had arrived at Phaen, and effected 
his escape under our auspices back to his old abode. As if conscious that 
he w r as liable to apprehension he never quitted the side of the man to whom 
ho had particularly attached himsel£as long as we remained in the Hills ; 
but as soon as we had descended to the plains he allowod himself far greater 
license, and wandered away from the camp occasionally, as if sensible that he 
was then out of all danger of being recaptured. 

9. The domestic birds are almost entirely confined to the common fowl 
and pigeon. The formewaries very considerably in size at different places ; 
the finest seen were at Dewangari and Tougso, but even there they were not 
at all remarkable either for their superior flavour, number or plumage, and no 
pains appear to be taken to improve or increase them. The cocks are generally 
large, and are romarkable for the peculiarity of their crow. The sound, 
up to a certain point, is nearly similar to that q§dinarily heard from other 
birds of the same description, but instead of terminating at the usual 
“ kookeerukoo” the ultimate hoo is sustained for a considerable timo ; and the 
cock, as if iu admiration of his own performance, elongates his neck, starts off 
apparently iu pursuit of the sound, and continues his course until it ceases to 
be heard, when he stops, and resumes his gallantries with the admiring hens. 

10. Pigeons arc in Bootan so numerous as to have a most injurious 
effect upon the husbandry of the country. They literally swarm in the 
different villages, and as they have been pronounoedFsacred by the priests, the 
unfortunate agriculturist rarely ventures to take any effectual measures to 
protect his crops from their depredations. At Poonakh the extent of this 
evil was most lamentably shown ; the numbers in that neighbourhood exoeeded 
anything I had ever before seen, and they descended like a Bwarm of locusts on 
the fields to devour the grain which the husbandmen hod just sown. They 
covered whole tracts of land, and the quantity of grain consumed in their 
morning and evening visits to the fields must be sufficiently great to produce 
a permanently injurious effect upon the. return produce. They resemble the 
usual wild pigeon met with in the jungles of the plains, but from being 
unmolested they have multiplied exceedingly, and become almost domesticated : 
they roost under the roofs of the castles and houses, and seldom quit them 
except at morning and evening, when they descend upon the devoted fields 
in search of food. We always found the husbandmen ready to drive them 
within reach of our guns, and even the priests allowed their curiosity to prevail 
so far over their prof®teed antipathy to shedding blood that they frequently* 
requested us to exhibit our skill in ahootiug at the expense of their pigeon^ 
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and some of the most zealous devotees amongst our Zinkaffs did not scruple 
w to beg for them after they had fallen. The produce of our guns was always 
largely shared by our Booteah attendants, and we found them ready to eat 
every thing but those birds whose diminutive size scarcely afforded a temptation 
sufficiently strong for the trouble of plucking them. 

11. In a country possessing so great a variety of elevation, and conse- 

quently of climate, the wild animals and birds will 
BIiSj 1 * and of course embrace a variety of species, including forms 

common both to inter-tropical and arctic regions. 
But the pauoity of wild animals of any description in Bootan is altogether 
remarkable. A few deer were seen at Upvangari, some monkeys on the heights 
near Sasee, at an elevation of about 4,600 feet above the sea, and a very 
romarkable variety was observed by Dr. Griffith in the glen through which 
the Mateesam River flows below Tongso, 5,417 feet above the sea ; this species 
he described as perfectly wliitc, with a long pendent tail, and would appear 
to be a new variety. * «■ 

12. The musk-deer is also scarcely ever found but amongst the most 
lofty peaks and perpetual snows of the ranges which border closely on the 
Southern limits of Thibet. I offered a large reward for any that were 
brought to mo alive, but I succeeded in procuring only the stuffed skinB of 
two or three, and from the^s the bag containing the musk had been out off. 

13 . Poonakh was the only place at which wo heard of the existence of 
bears, and they appear to be far from common in the Hills of Bootan, which 
is singular ; for at corresponding elevations, and in countries of similar physi- 
cal structure, to the Westward, they abound. In the province of Kumaon, 
they are said to bo so numerous as to be constantly met by the residents in 
their ordinary walks; and it is difficult to account satisfactorily for their 
comparative scantiness in a country so closely resembling in every respect 
that in which they are said to be so numerous. 

14 . Of the birds of Bootan a detailed account will be hereafter given 
when a competent examination has been effected of the collection made by 
the Mission during its progress through the country. For the present it will 
suffioe to observe that they embrace, as might have been anticipated from 
the various elevations at which they were shot, varieties common to the damp, 
marshy plains of Bengal, and the dry, arid, and lofty regions of Thibet. 
Pheasants were seen at Dewangari of a species similar to those which are 
found in the Valley of Assam, woodpeckers, kingfishers, humming-birds, at 
the different heights between Dewangari and Sasee. In the Valleys of Boom- 
dungtung, Jugur, and Jaeesah, which are respectively 8 , 668 , 8 , 149 , and 9,410 
feet above the sea, we shot the sarus of Bengal, the red-legged and beaked 
crow of Northern climates, larks, magpies, ducks, swifts, swallows, curlews, 
and quail ; kites and eagles were met with at almost ‘ every stage of our 
progress ; and at Santeegaon, 6,325 feet, a jheel formed by , an accumulation 
of water in a depression on the summit of the hill wail covered with great 
varieties of teel, ducks, waders, snipe, and plovers. These birds had evidently 
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fled from the rigours of a Thibetan winter thus far, on their way to the 
plains ; but it is less easy to account for the appearance of the sarus at such 
an elevation as that of the Boomdungtung Valley. 

15. I have thought it more desirable to give this brief and imperfect 
sketch of the wild animals and birds of the country here than to omit all 
allusion to them, though they might have been more appropriately included 
under some othor head ; and in the Appendix will bo found a synoptical table 
so arranged as to show at a glance the animal and vegetable kingdoms as 
modified by elevation and temperature. 

16. The accurate determination of heights is a point of such vital im- 
portance in every investigation relating to the geographical limits of certain 
descriptions of vegetation, and tho habitats of animals and birds, that many most 
valuable and extensive collections have been rendered comparatively useless 
by inattention to it ; and as I was fortunate enough to convey two very 
excellent barometers in safety throughout my journey, no opportunity was 
lost or overlooked of guarding against this serious omission in the present 
instance. 


Sub-Section III. 

1. From the description already given of tho nature of the cultivation 

and products of the country, it will have been 
Manufactures. , , ... 

inferred that the manufacturing industry of its people 

is at a. very low ebb ; and tho principal articles which can be included under 
this head may be briefly mentioned. They are almost entirely limited to tho 
coarsest descriptions of dark-colored blankets, the colored varieties which have 
beon hitherto exported to Bengal being almost entirely brought from Thibet ; 
coarse cotton cloths, which are made by tho villagers inhabiting the Southern 
portion of the country above the Dooars. Butter, or ghee, which hardly 
suffices for home consumption, is as extensively prepared as the limited 
number of cattle will permit. Small circular bowls are neatly turned from 
some variety of wood peculiar to the mountains, and many of them are vciy 
beautifully mottled by a series of small knots in tho wood ; daos, or straight 
swords about three feet in length, spear and arrow heads are manufactured 
principally at Tasgong from iron procurod in the Hills, at the Northern foot 
of the castle, and large copper caldrons are formed from the metal, which is 
said to be obtained in the ills at the foot of Tassangsee, which place iB cele- 
brated throughout Bootan for its superiority in their manufacture. Paper, 
which is manufactured from the plant described by Buchanan as the Daphne 
Pappyfera, and the excellent qualities of which are well known : it is remark- 
able for its extreme toughness, and from not being liable to the ravages of 
insects, and might, if more extensively made, become a valuable article for 
export ; but at present it is hardly more than sufficient for the very limited 
demand at home, and rarely finds its way to the plains, except with the 
annual caravans to Rungpore. Leather is very imperfectly tanned from the 
• k 
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hide of the buffaloo or bullock, and is principally used as soles for the snow 
boots worn by both the men and women in the winter ; and another softer 
variety, manufactured from goat and sheep skins, is principally used in making 
small leather pouches, which are suspended from the side of every man in the 
country of whatever rank. 

2. Pottery is almost entirely confined to the manufacture of cooking 
utensils ; and tho Booteali women by whom it is principally carried on evince 
a good deal of manual dexterity in making them. There were three or four 
villages in the Valley of Poonakh in which we saw the process of manu- 
facture, and however rude the implements employed, they produce a result 
highly creditable to the skill of those who used them ; the e^rth after being 
dug, was thrown into a heap and pounded to a tolerably fine powder with a 
large bludgeon ; it was then sifted, and when sufficiently fine, was kneaded 
with water until it had acquired a sufficient degree of consistency ; a lump of 
the compost was then placed on a flat board, supported on the top of three 
sticks, and was kneaded from the centre outwards, until au opening had been 
effected through tho mass ; tho orifice thus made was gradually enlarged by 
the person who preserved its circular form by walking round the board on 
which the mass rested, and when the necessary size had been attained, the 
upper edge of the plastic clay was turned over, so as to form a rim ; as the 
clay, however, still rested on the board, the mass thus prepared only formed 
the upper section of the vessel, and the lower half l>eing wrought by a similar 
process, the two parts were united together, and the vessel completed. It is 
then exposod to a slow fire, and when sufficiently baked is rubbed over with, 
a resinous extract from the pines and firs, with which the woods abound, and 
is conveyed to the castles and houses lor sale. Mr. Blake had a turning wheel 
made, of a construction similar to that which is used throughout India, for 
the manufacture of these articles ; but so little interest did the Booteahs feel 
in an instrument which they were told would greatly expedite their business 
and diminish their labour, that not one individual ever took the trouble to 
come and look at it after it had boen made ; and it was left when we quitted 
Poonakh, a striking proof of their want of energy and habitual slothfulncss. 

Sub-Section IV. 

1. The trade carried on by Bootan is entirely confined to Bengal and 
Thibet ; she exports to the Utter very little more than 
Co mine roe. . g procurable from the Dooars subject to her authority 

in Bengal and Assam ; and of these articles the cotton cloths, silks, dried fish 
and rice of ^Lssam constitute the principal portion. From Bengal, broad-cloths, 
coral, white long-cloths, cambrics, and sometimes elephants are taken in 
exchange for China flowered silks, musks, rock-salt, tea in packages of about 
six inches square, coloured blankets, gold and silver, which »we all obtained 
from Thibet. The hill districts of Bootan contribute scarcely any proportion 
of the exports to Thibet, and that little is almost entirely confined to a very 
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small quantity of grain and some wrought iron. The kindness of Mr. N. 
Smith, the Collector of Rungpore, has enabled me to show in the fo^pwing 
statement the value of exports and imports from Bootan, to that place, at the 
present time ; and it will be seen that, compared with the estimates of former 
periods, it has very much fallen off. Mr. Smith says, “ the Bootan caravans 
generally arrive at Rungpore in February and March, and return to their 
country in May and June. It may not be superfluous to Btate that duty was 
taken on the Booteah trade previous to 1709 a. d., when it was abolished, and 
every encouragement held out to the Booteahs to come down. The expense 
of the caravan was paid by Government, the stables for their horses erected, 
and houses for themselves. This practice was continued from that period up 
to 1831-32 at an annual cost of about from 700 to 201 Rupees, which latter 
sum the expense was reduced to the last year, when, at the recommendation 
of Mr. Nisbct, the Commissioner of Revenue at the time, it was ordered to be 
discontinued in future ; the consequence has been the falling off in trade to 
what it now is.” • 

# 

2. List of Articles imported from and exported to Bootan by the 
Booteah Caravans. 


Imports. Exports. 


Names of Articles. 


Number of Maunds 
or other specified 
quantity with l lieir 
estimated value. 


Names of Articles. 


Number of Maunds 
or other specified 
quantity with their 
estimated value. 


Debang, (China Silks) 

Cow Tails 

Hill Pomes 

Wax 

Walnuts 

Musk 

Lac ... 

Madder or Munjecl .. 

Blankets 

Silver 


Rs. 


1 

Piece 

50 

4 

Mds. 

100 

100 


3,500 

30 

M 

1,000 

50,000 

125 

60 


100 

10 

99 

100 

500 

If 

1,500 

300 


flOO 

3 

Seers 

240 


7,375 


Indigo 

Cloves 

Nutmeg 

Cardiiintim 

N uk her 

Camphor 

Sugar 

Copper 

Bioad Cloth . 

Goat Skins, &c 

Endy Cloth 

Coarse ditto 

Googool 

Sandal Wood ... 
Country Gunpowder 

Dried Fish 

Tobacco 


Us. 


10 Mds. 

1,000 

20 Sre. 

30 

20 „ 

100 

20 „ 

Md. 20 Srs. 

100 

120 

„ 20 „ 

10 Mds. 

40 

80 

10 „ 

16 Pieces 

400 

1,115 

1,00 ) 

600 

50 

200 

60 

100 

10 Mds. 

100 

10 „ 

100 

2 „ 

20 

10 „ 

60 

16 „ 

100 


4,160 


3. There is every reason to believe that the trade which formerly existed 
between Bengal and Thibet was, at one time, carried on through Bootan ; 
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and to its total cessation may in a great degree be attributed the marked 
deterioration of the latter country. Mr. Bogle, in a letter to Government 
written from Dc-shiripgay or Digurcheo in December 1774, says that on the 
interruption of the trade between Thibet and Bengal through Nipal, which 
followed the establishment of the Goorkha Dynasty, two of the Cashmerian 
merchants who had fled from Nipal, 11 being unwilling to forego the -gainful 
commerce in which they had hitherto been concerned, settled at Lassa ; and 
having obtained permission from the Deb Raja to transport their goods through 
his territories, established Agents in Calcutta ; but as they are prohibited from 
trading in broad-cloths, and some other considerable articles, and as their traffic 
is carried on to no great extent, and all other merchants are excluded, it by no 
means compensates the loss which Bengal has sustained by the interruption of 
its commerce through Nipal.” To the jealousy of the Deb Raja and Paro 
Pillo must this exclusion of other merchants have been in a great degree owing; 
and from that period to the present the trade appears to have been gradually 
doclining. n 

4. Tho suspicious policy ado^lfcd by the Chinese Authorities since their 
permanent occupation of Lassa has closed Thibet against the inhabitants of 
India, and even the Booteahs, who are dependent upon them, can only pass the 
boundary which separates the two countries under the sanction of a passport, 
and are rigorously restricted to a few principal routes, any deviation from which 
would be attended with great personal hazard. 

5. I have already in a previous section of this Report mentioned the most 
important lines by which this intercourse is at present carried on between 
Bengal and Bootan; and the three by which any direct communication appears 
to be held by the people of Thibet with Bengal are, that extending from Teshoo 
Loomboo in Thibet through the Territory of the Paro Pillo to the Buxa and 
Cliamoorchee Dooars, North of Rungpore in Bengal ; another by the Valley of 
tho Monass River vid Tasgong and Dewangari to Hazoo, in Lower Assam ; and 
the third from Towang through the Kooreeaparrah Dooar to the same place. 
This last route does not in any part enter tho Territory of the Deb and Dhurma 
Rajas of Bootan, but lies entirely across a tract of country dependent upon 
Lassa, and forming an integral portion of the Thibet Territory ; so that we have 
literally the Chinese and British Frontiers in immediate contact with each other 
at a Dooar in the Valley of Assam, not more than fifteen miles from the Northern 
bank ofrthe Berhampooter River. 

6. The communication with Assam is almost entirely carried on by that 
class of Thibetans who are called Kampas, and who enter the valley by either of 
the two routes above indicated, one through the districts of the Soubah of Tas- 
gong or Benkar to Dewangari ; the other through that of the Towang Raja, 
who is but a subordinate Officer under the Soeena Deba, the principal Authority 
in the Kampa country. This designation of Kampa appears to be applied to 
all the Southern portions of XJiibet lying between the right bank of the Eroo- 
choomboo or Tsanpo and Bootan. How far East the designation extends I have 
not been able accurately to ascertain ; but it clearly applies to all that portion 



REPORT ON BOOTAN. 


.77 

of Thibet which i? included within tho great bend of the Tsanpo up to the 
point where that remarkable river enters the Abor Hills and pursues its course 
into the Assam Valley. * 

7. I have in the general map which accompanies this Report marked the 
several stages of the most Western of the two routes, and a cross road which 
branches off from the Koolloong bridge, at the foot of the Khumna Hill, unites 
Towang with Tasgong by a journey of five days. During the time that we 
were travelling from Dewangari to Tasgong we passed, in six days, several 
parties of the Kampas on their way to TIazoo in Assam, and I estimated their 
numbers at about 400 periJftns. When we quitted that line of country, and 
travelled Westward, they were no longer seen , and it was evident that the inter- 
course was almost entirely confined to that particular channel. Tho parties 
were accompanied in some instances by very beautiful asses, almost all of 
which were laden with salt, which finds its way from Dewangari to the plains. 
It is estimated that during the season there are about two thousand Kampas 
assembled at Dewangai^, where they erect huts for temporary occupation on tho 
subordinate heights below the village on tho North. On quitting the hills to 
descend to the plains, they are accompanied by Gurpas and Zinkaffs on the 
part of the Dewangari Raja, from whom they obtain passports, and pledge 
themselves to return by a stated period. 

8. Hazoo, the placo to wliich all the Kampas Sid inhabitants of Bootan 
resort, is the name of a village in Lower Assam, not more than six miles from 
the Northern bank of the Berhampooter. The great object of veneration is an 
image (Malia Moonee) in a temple on the summit of a hill about 300 feet high ; 
and which the Booteahs have a tradition was carried off surreptitiously by a 
Brahmin at some former period from a monastery in Las&a. The temple in 
which it stands is supposed to have been erected by the Mahomedan conquerors 
of Assam at the period of thoir invasion of that country ; and Hazoo is 
no doubt the same placo designated Azoo in the account given in Stewart’s 
History of Bengal when describing the military operations of Mecr Joomla, 
the Commander of the Mogul Forces .* The tradition regarding the image 
has probably some foundation in fact, but whatever may have been its real 
origin it has been productive of the curious consequence of bringing Hindoos, 
Mahomedans, and Thibetans to worship with equal devotion at the same shrine. 

9. Presents are made to the priests attached to the temple, and the 
attractions of the place are greatly incretiscd by an establishment of dancing 
girls, who are in constant attendance during the continuance of the annual fair. 
The Kampas on these occasions come down in their gayest apparel, and 
uniting spiritual and secular pursuits, worship and barter with equal zeal. 
Both the men and women wear tho same warm woollen cloths in tho plains 
which were necessary to preserve life in the frozen regions where they 
habitually reside ; and the women are all ornamented with silver neck-chains, 
and other ornaments in which the turquoise stone is almost invariably studded. 


# Stewart’s History of Bengal, page 230. 
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The goods thoy bring down consist principally of red and party-colored 
blankets, gold-dust and silver, rock-salt, chowries, musks, and a few coarse 
Chinese silks, munjeet, and bees’ wax : these they exchange for lac, the raw and 
manufactured silks of Assam, cotton, dried fish and tobacco : thoy return 
homewards during the months of February and March, taking care to leave the 
plains before the return of the hot weather or rains, of both of which they 
entertain the most serious apprehensions. 

10. The other principal line of communication through Bootan is, as has 
been already mentioned, through the jurisdiction of the Paro Pillo, and this is 
by far the most important of all the commercial intefcourse which the jealousy 
of the Chinese Authorities now permits between the subjects of the two 
countries of Bengal and Thibet, though formerly they were far more numerous 
and profitable, passing through Cashmere, Nipal, the Morung, Benares, 
Sikhim, Bootan, and into Assam. Now, however, it is even doubtful whether 
the great bulk of the merchants who accompany the caravans to Runggore are 
not inhabitants of Bootan with a small admixture ^f Thibetans, the great 
object of the Paro Pillo being to keep the trade as much as possible in bis 
own hands, and to oppose every obstacle to those merchants who might be 
dosirous of proceeding the whole way with their investments into the plains. 
The same jealousy has been experienced in every attempt to extend commercial 
intercourse across the grea?chain of the Himalaya mountains ; the subjugation 
of the several petty States on their Southern slope to the power of the Goorkha 
family scaled the fate of the intercourse which had previously been carried on 
through them, and the existence of the same feeling on the part of the Chinese 
Authorities on the borders of Thibet is particularly alluded to by Mr. Trail in 
his account of Kumaon,* wherq the suspicious and monopolizing spirit of the 
Chinese Viceroy of Gortope is represented as almost effectually paralyzing the 
operations of his own subjects, and excluding them from the advantages which 
would inevitably result from an unrestricted admission of British produce to 
the boundless regions of Tartary and Thibet. 

11. I have before alludod to the mistake so generally made as to the 
routo by which the caravans travel from Bootan to Rungpore ; this was always 
supposed to have been by the Buxa Dooar, North of Chichacotta ; but 
independent of the information obtained at Poonakh, and during the journey 
from thence by this very route, my suspicions, which had been first excited 
by the extreme difficulty of the pass, and the almost perpendicular nature of 
many of the ascents, were confirmed, when during the whole journey from 
Tassisudon to Chichacotta we had not met with a single laden animal of any 
description on its way from the plains, and but very few men bearing articles 
for the use of the Deb Raja of the country. The men and merchandise of 
the Paro Pillo were wending their way by a route from which we had been 
carefully excluded, and of which all the inhabitants of the plains I have had 
an opportunity of consulting appear to be equally ignorant. 


* Asiatic Researches, vol. 17th, page 40, et seq. 


REPORT ON BOOTAN. 


79 


12. The extreme antiquity of this commercial intercourse has been traced 
with as much clearness and precision by Hceren in his Historical Researches 
into the Constitution and Commerce of India as the imperfect nature of the 
materials available for such tm investigation would permit ; and he infers that 
the route anciently pursued was that by which Captain Turner travelled from 
Teeshoo Loolnboo in Thibet to Rungporc in Bengal.* 

13. In the celebrated collection of voyages by Hakluyt, that of Ralph 
Fitch contains a passage clearly showing that in the year 1583 the trade 
between Bengal, Bootan, and Thibet was sufficiently notorious to have attracted 
the attention of even a castfal traveller, and from it wc should infer that Cooch 
Behar was then the spot at which the caravans principally assembled. 
“ Theregiis a country,” ho says, “ four days journey from Cueh or Quichue, 
before mentioned, which is called Bootanter, and the city Booteah ; the King is 
called Purmain, the people whereof are very tall and strong ; and there aro 
merchants which come out of China, and they say out of Muscovia or Tartary ; 
and they come to buy % (sell ?) musk, cambals, agates, silk, pepper, and saffron 
of Persia. The country is very great-, three months’ journey. There are very 
high mountains in this country, and one of them so steep that when six days 
journey off it he may see it perfectly. Upon these mountains are people which 
have ears of a span long; if their ears be not long they call them apes. They 
say that when they bo upon the mountains they sec ships in the sea sailing to 
and fro; but they know not from whence they come nor whither they go. 
There are merchants which come out of the East, they say, from under the 
sun, which is from China, which have no beards ; and they say there it is some- 
thing warm. But those which come from the other side of the mountains, 
which is from the North, say there it is very cold. The Northern merchants 
are apparelled with woollen cloth and hats, white liozen close, and boots which 
be of Muscovia or Tartary. They report that in their country they have very 
good horses, but they be little ; some men have four, five, or six hundred horses 
and kine ; they live with milk and flesh. They cut the tails of their kine, and 
sell them very dear, for they be in great request, and much esteemed in those 
parts; the hair of them is a yard long. They use to hang them for 
bravery upon the heads of their elephants ; they bo much used in Pegu and 
China; they buy and sell by scores upon the ground. The people bo very swift 
on foot.”f 

14. In this description we may trace the intercourse between Bootan, 
Thibet, and Bengal almost exactly as it exists at the present day ; the f cambals’ 
are evidently the blankets still imported ; and the * agates 1 the turquoise still 
forming the principal ornament of Booteah and Thibetan women. The large 
boats which stem the current of the Berhampootcr River during the rainy 
season under a press of canvass, and which during the clear intervals some- 
times occurring at that season of the year, would be visible from the sub-alpine 
heights, might easily be mistaken for ships ; and tho geographical knowledge of 


* Heeren’a Historical Ret»carcUes, vol, 3rd, page 392, t Hakluyt’s Voyages, vol. 2nd, page 267. 
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merchants from the recesses of Thibet was little likely to enable them to 
pronounce whence they came, or whither they went. The woollen clothes, 
hats, boots, mention of small horses, and chowree-tailed cattle would apply with 
equal accuracy to the Booteahs of the present day^and the articles which still 
find their way fife sale to Rungpore ; and it proves that, however wonderful 
the variety of articles which the improved manufacturing skill of ‘ Europe now 
enables the merchants of Bengal to offer in barter for the produce brought 
down by those of Thibet and Bootan, the latter bring to the market, 
in diminished quantities, only the same goods which they imported three 
centuries ago. 

15. The caravans now convey to Rungpore only the goods of which a 
detailed list has been already given ; and the whole foreign trade of flPootan, 
which is almost entirely confined to Thibet on one side and Bengal and Assam 
on the other, can hardly amount to fifty thousand Rupees per annum, although 
at one time it was estimated at two lakhs for Assam alone ; and there is little 
hope cither of any relaxation in the jealous restrictions *now imposed upon it, 
or of the admission of our merchants to Bootan and Thibet as long as Chinese 
policy and influence reign paramount in either country. 

Section V- 


1. Influenced as the character of every people necessarily is by the 


Civil and social State. 


nature of the institutions under which they live, that 
of the Bootealis must stand low indeed in the social 


scale. Every cloment of deterioration is comprised in their Government, both 
secular and spiritual. Their energies are paralyzed by the insecurity of pro- 
perty, their morals are degraded, and their numbers reduced by the 
unnatural system of Polyandry, and the extensive prevalence of monastic 
institutions, alike unfavorable to the creation of domestic sources of happiness, 
a feeling of love for country, or a desire for improvement. They would almost 
appoar to justify the judgment pronounced upon the great Mongolian race, of 
which they evidently form a branch, “ that as not only in our own times, but 
so far back as history informs us, neither the sciences, the inventions, nor the 
improvements of the last three centuries, have changed the Mongolian nations 
from what they were, we can come to no other conclusion than that they are 
nationally incapacitated from further improvement and yet even under all 
these disadvantages some redeeming traits of character do occasionally appear, 
and prove them to be still connected with the more elevated of their species 
by the links of a common sympathy. During my residence in the country 
I sometimes saw the most touching instances of filial and paternal affection 
and respect ; some few persons in whom the demoralizing influences of such 
a state of society had yet Jeft, a trace of the image in which they were 
originally created, and where the feelings of nature still exercised their 
accustomed influence, but the exceptions were indeed rare to universal 
domorality ; and much os I have travelled and resided amongst various savage 
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tribes on our Frontiers, I havo never yet known one so wholly •degraded in 
morals as the Booteahs. 

2. The population of the country is divided into eight principal and 

some minor classes ; the latter of whom appear to 

derive their designations from their trades and occupa- 
tions, and Sold too insignificant a rank to merit particular notice. The first 
two classes are the Wang and Kampa, from amongst whom the principal 
Officers of State are generally chosen. These classes are supposed to havo 
been originally composed of the families of % the Thibetan Conquerors of 
Bootan ; the offices of Deb, Pillo, and Zimp6s are in theory exclusively held 
by the descendants of *tho Wangs, and the ZinkafFs and Governors of Dooars 
are chosen from the second tribe or class of Kampas. The third and fourth 
classes are denominated Bhutpa and Kooshec, who are eligible to the situations 
of Zinkaffs and Governors of Dooars. The Rangtang, Sanglah, and Tcbula, 
forming the fifth, sixth, and seventh classes, are all of a very inferior descrip- 
tion, and none of the sfirst will eat, it is said, from the hand of the Tebula. 
The eighth tribe is known by the name of Koojei ; it is a religious one per- 
mitted to marry ; but those persons from amongst its members who lay claim 
to superior sanctity as Gooroos, or spiritual teachers, repudiate marriage 
altogether. The term Gy long is applied only to those who have been devoted 
to a monastic lifo from their earliest years. 

3. In addition to these several tribes, all of whom are of pure or mixed 
Mongolian races, there are some thousands of Bcngallees and Assamese, the 
Helots of the country, who have been carried off at various times from the 
plains by the Booteahs in their several incursions, and who lead a * life devoted 
to the most menial and degrading offices. Whenever men arc seized and 
carried up into the Hills, they ore forced into a connubial union with some 
Bootcah women of the inferior grades of society, who are made responsible 
for their continuance in the country. The certainty that his wife’s life and 
that of his children will be the forfeit of his flight fetters the slave by chains 
of moral adamant which he dares not break ; and the best feelings and affections 
of the heart arc, by this refinement of cruelty, made to rivet the shackles of liis 
compulsory exile. Captive women are in a similar manner united to low Booteah 
men, and with a similar result ; whenever it may not be convenient to provide 
prisoners either with Booteah wiveaor husbands, orders are transmitted to the 
Dooars to capture a man or woman, as the case may be, to be sent into the Hills, 
and ultimately so disposed of. I had more than one opportunity of witnessing 
the fearful struggle between the renewed desire of freedom produced by so unusual 
an event as the arrival in Bootan of a British Mission, and the dread in claiming 
it of sacrificing by doing so all that the heart of man most cherishes in life. 

4. Numerous applications were made to me by the Assamese captives to 
effect their release and restoration to their own country ; but as in the majority 
of instances examined they proved to have been carried off before the assump- 
tion of the sovereignty of Assam by the British Government, there was no 
valid ground founded upon international law to demand it; and the attempted 

1 
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destruction by the Booteah Authorities of an individual whose release I insisted 
upon, and at last effected, showed clearly that to press the demand in cases at 
all dubious would probably lead to the destruction of the unhappy detenues, 
and certainly not be productive of the desired result in procuring for them a 
restoration to freedom and country. 

5. Of the numbers of the inhabitants of the hill portion of Bootan it is 
almost impossible to form anything like an accurate estimate from the total 
absence of even the most imperfect attempt at a census of the population ; but 
assuming the lowlands equal to one-fourth of the whole area of the country, or 
6,600 square miles, and with an average population of the same amount as 
has been given for all Assam, of ten inhabitants to the square mile, the 
number of people in the Dooars may bo assumed at about 66,000 souls ; and 
the hill portion of the country, whose area is about 13,200 square miles, with 
a proportion of six inhabitants to the square mile, will give a total of 79,200 
souls, or for the whole of the Bootan country, including both hills and low- 
lands, a total population of 1,45,200 souls. Low as this estimate may appear, 
and unsatisfactory as the data avowedly are on which it is founded, I am 
inclined to think it would on a more minute investigation be found rather in 
excess than defect of the truth. 

6. The language spoken by these people is Eaid to be a dialect of the 

Thibotan, more or less blended with words and idioms 
Lftatrua * e ' from the language of the countries on which they 

severally touch ; along the Southern line of Frontier many words have been 
adopted from the Bengallee and Assamese ; and on the Northern the language 
spoken is said to approach very nearly to the original Thibetan stock from 
whence it was derived. There appear, however, to be four great lingual 
divisions known as the Sangla, Bramhee, Gnalong, and Bomdang, the former 
of which is spoken by the race of Booteahs inhabiting the country South of 
Tasgong ; on the North and West to Tongso the Bramhee prevails, — from 
Tongso West, the Gnalong and Bomdang. These dialects have, in a series of 
years, undergone such modifications that the several classes by whom they are 
respectively spoken can with difficulty comprehend each other — an evil which 
is likely to increase rather than diminish from the very trifling degree of 
intercourse that takes place between the inhabitants of different parts of the 
country. I have collected a vocabulary of many of the words, which I pro- 
pose submitting for comparison to Mr. Osoma de Koros, the only Thibetan 
scholar qualified -to institute it, and to ascertain the truth of the statements 
which make the Booteah a cognate dialect of that language. 

7. In the religious observances of the people the most remarkable 

circumstance is the noise with which they are accom- 
Religions Observance*. panied ; the instruments used are clarionets, sometimes 
formed of silver and brass, but generally of wood, with reed pipes, horns, 
shells, cymbals, drums and gongs ; the noise of their instruments forms an 
accompaniment to a low chaunting sound, which generally issues from a retired 
chamber in which the collossal image of the Dliurma Baja occupies the 
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most conspicuous place. In the inferior temples are Hindoo images of Siva, 
some of which are executed with considerable skill by the artists "of Lassaf^ 
where it is said these images are extensively manufactured. The stated periods 
of worship appear to be at the dawn of day, a little after noon, and at 
sunset ; at these heurs the priests assemble, when some prayers are chaunted, 
rosaries are assiduously counted, and the whole ceremonial, as far as our very 
limited opportunities of observing extended, presented a curious compound 
of Romish, Buddhist, and Hindoo worship. 

8. The dresses of the priests invariably .consist of a garnet coloured 

garment thrown loosely over the left shoulder, leaving 

the right arm bare, and which exhibits generally a 
power of muscle better adapted to grapple with difficulties in tlio field than 
turning leaves in the cloister. The garments of the upper classes consist of a 
long loose robe, which wraps round the body, and is secured in its position by 
a leather belt round tbe waist. Among the higher orders the robe is generally 
made of Chinese flowered silks, the favorite colours being red and yellow ; over 
the robe in the winter a large shawl of black satin, or silk, is generally thrown ; 
and when seated, the person wearing it wraps it round the knees and feet so 
effectually as to conceal them from view, A leggin of red broad-cloth is 
attached to a shoe made of buffaloe hide ; and no Booteali ever travels during 
the winter without protecting his legs and feet against the effect of the snow 
by putting these boots on, and they are secured by a garter tied under the 
knee. A cap, made of fur or coarse broad-cloth, or blanket, completes the 
habiliment ; and the only variation observable is the substitution of a cloth 
for a woollen robe during the summer months of the year. The habits of all 
classes are mogt disgustingly filthy, and the man must be endued with more than 
an ordinary share of nerve who would willingly interpose any member of their 
society between the wind and his nobility. 

9. The Booteahs display more ingenuity in the construction of their 


Buildings. 


houses than in any other branch of their domestic 
economy, and the entablatures and capitals of some 


of the wooden pillars which supported the roofs of their largest houses were 
carved with a degree of skill and taste which would hardly have been expected 
from the general character of the people. The houses consist of a ground 
floor, of which pigs, cattle, fowls, and rats innumerable have the undisturbed 
possession ; the ascent to the first floor is by a flight of steps of the same 
material as the rock of which the walls are composed, an<^ the entrance by 
one small door which turns on wooden pivots, and is fastened by a latch of the 
same material : light is admitted by small shutters, but very inadequately, 
except on the Southern side of the house, where wooden balconies generally 
project beyond the walls, and are the favourite resort of the inhabitants at all 
hours of the day. In.the winter these balconies, from the very imperfect con- 
struction of the shutters, render it almost impossible to exclude the external 
air effectually, and as there are no chmmies to any of the houses the dweller 
within is compelled to endure the compound evil of the suffocating effects 
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of a room filled with smoke, and the piercing blasts of a wind so cold 
as rapidly to abstract nearly all natural warmth from the body. The 
fire-places are solid masses of masonry, raised about two feet from the 
ground, with circular openings to receive the cooking utensils, and an 
aperture for the fire below ; a very correct representation of the structure 
and mode of using it is given in Captain Turner’s work, and it is in 
principle nothing more than a serieB of tho common choolahs of India. The 
ascent to the second floor is invariably by a ladder composed of a single 
timber, one face of which is flattened, and notches are cut into it for steps ; 
they are, however, of such inadequate breadth that great practice is requisite 
to enable a stranger to descend by them with any safety. The floor to which 
it leads is generally divided off into several apartments, all equally remarkable 
for smoke and soot. There is sometimes a third story, and the roof consists 
of a flat terrace of well beaten earth, but so incapable of resisting even the 
comparatively light showers which fall in these elevated regions that a pentroof 
invariably covers the whole structure ; it is formed »of fir planks, which are 
laid horizontally across the timbers, and kept in their places by stones 
placed upon them. This inadequate fastening, as might have been antici- 
pated, exposes the planks to the mercy of every passing breeze, and 
a very little increase to the ordinary strength of the wind is followed 
by the rolling of the stones from the rocf, and the clatter of the fir 
planks which speedily come after them. Nothing can afford a stronger proof 
of the great indolcnco of the Booteah character than the adherence to this 
system of roofing,* the great inconvenience of which is annually forced upon 
their attention by the destruction of this most essential part of their dwellings. 
Some of the houses are of stone, and others arc made of earth, the process of 
which, though simple, is quite effectual in producing substantial walls. As soon 
as the thickness of the wall has been determined upon, boards are raised above 
tho ground at a distance equal to its intended breadth, and the interval between 
th£m is filled up with moistened earth ; the boards are preserved in an erect 
position by pcrpondicular supports ; and leather thongs are passed across from 
one side to the other to prevent the planks being forced outwards by the process 
of pounding and stamping which is to follow. A number of people then stand 
on tho moistened earth, and by constant jumping and stamping press it down 
sufficiently to give a great degree of consistency to the mass ; wooden rammers 
aro then sometimes used to complete the consolidation, and the whole structure 
is left until the e%fth is supposed to be sufficiently dry, when the boards are 
removed, and a similar process is repeated a stage higher until the requisite 
height for the walls has been attained. The walls formed by this process are 
so firm and hard that we always selected them as butts against which to place 
the marks we intended to fire at ; and bullets shot from a rifle, at a distance of 
eighty yards, indented them very superficially, and were themselves found to 
be perfectly flattened by the contact. 

10. At Roondong, Tassangsce, and Boomdungtung there were large 
enclosed yards attached to the houses in which the cattle and ponies were 
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kept well supplied with straw ; but such farm-steads are rarely seen, cept at 
the houses of the Doompas, or heads of several villages, who appear to be 
generally well supplied with all that the country affords. 

11. The food of the superior classes, that is, of the Government Officers 

# anc * priests, consists of the flesh of goats, swine, and 

cattle, and rice imported from the Pooara ; the mode of 
preparing it is most inartificial and rude, with little attention to cleanliness, and 
still less to the quality of the meat they consume. The grain, if rice, is boiled 
in the large copper caldrons which have been previously mentioned, and is distri- 
buted by the cooks to the priests and principal Officers, who all dine together, and 
on those occasions they imbibe large draughts of the liquor called chong, which 
is procured by fermentation from rice, and is handed round in large buffaloe 
horns handsomely ornamented with brass, and which form the invariable 
companion of the Booteah in every journey he may have to make. On all 
religious festivals feasting and drinking are carried to an excess, the effects of 
which sometimes incapacitate those who have been engaged in them two or 
throe days for any employment ; and I experienced, on more than one occasion, 
the inconveniences of a carousal which had disqualified the Dub and his 
Ministers for seeing very clearly the questions submitted for tlieir consideration. 
They are not, however, quarrelsome over their cups, and wo knew but of one 
occasion during our progress through the country in which wounds had been 
inflicted during these moments of drunken excitement. 

12. The diet of the great body of the people is the most miserable it is 
possible to conceive ; they are restricted to the refuse o^rrctchcd crops of 
unripe wheat and barley, and their food consists generally of cakes made from 
these grains very imperfectly ground. Before commencing a journey, the 
cakes are prepared and thrust into the bosom of their robes, with a little salt, 
some chillies, and a few onions or radishes. They deposit their loads at the 
summit and foot of every steep ascent or doscent, and solace themselves with the 
contents of the recess in the front of their loose robes; this is followed by 
copious libations of cliong from the horn ; and there is little prospect of tho 
journey being speedily terminated until the bottom of the horn has been seon. 

13. The amusements of tho Booteuhs are almost entirely confined to 

x archery and quoits ; in the former of which they do 

Amusements. , J 

not exhibit so much skill as might have been antici- 
pated from their love of the exercise, and tho fact of the how and arrow being 
the national weapon. The marks generally shot at consist of pieces of wood 
of this V shape, about eighteen inches in length and seven broad ; they are placed 
in a reclining position on the ground at about 120 yards’ distance, and there is 
in almost every village a spot particularly set apart for this manly exercise. 
At Dewangari, the only place where we saw the sport, it appeared to be entered 
into with considerable ardour ; the party generally consisted of twenty archers, 
the finest men I saw in the country ; there were many amongst them six feet 
high, wwith most stalwart, herculean frames, but wanting apparently in the 
plastic elasticity of limb which is so conspicuous in the tribes further East ; 
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and the difference may not unaptly be illustrated by the heavy power of the 
dray-horse and the bounding vigour of the hunter. The arrow is shot at a 
greater degree of elevation than appears necessary, and on comparing the 
rapidity of its flight with the velocity of those discharged by the best of our 
Calcutta archers, I should not hesitate to say that the latter greatly excel the 
Booteahs, both in precision of aim and strength of discharge. The latter is 
doubtless owing to superiority in the bow, for of the physical power of the 
Booteah there can be no doubt. The arrow is generally made of a very small 
species of bamboo, which is found at elevations of ten and eleven thousand 
feet above the sea, and is remarkable for its extreme straightness and strength ; 
the head used on ordinary occasions is a plain pointed iron one, but those 
reserved for warfare are very frequently barbed and poisoned. The Booteahs 
are quite as mysterious on the subject of the poison, and the localities of the 
tree from which it is obtained, as all the other mountain tribes amongst whom I 
have made inquiries regarding it, and are evidently averse to being questioned 
on the subject. 

14. At the game of quoits they evince far more skill than in archery, 
and throw the stone which here answers the purpose of the quoit with a good 
deal of accuracy ; the mark is generally a bit of stick fixed slanting outwards 
in the ground, — at a distance of about thirty yards ; the stone is laid fiat on the 
palm of the open hand, and is projected from it with a rotatory motion, but it 
is nover grasped by the fingers as the quoit is with us. There were several 
of the Zinkaffs at^hed to the palace of Poonakh who resorted every evening 
to a spot near tra house we occupied, and amongst them were many who 
evinced considerable skill in striking the mark. It is a game quite as national, 
and commenced at quite as early an age with them, as marbles with English 
boys, and the Booteah seldom appears to greatet advantage than when engaged 
in these exercises, — quarrels seldom or never occurring, and their hilarity being 
unaccompanied with that boisterous rudeness which characterizes the festivities 
of most of the savage tribes around them. 

15. The disposition of the Booteah is naturally excellent, he possesses 
an equanimity of temper almost bordering on apathy, 
and he is rarely sufficiently roused to give vent to his 
feelings in any exclamations of pleasure or surprise ; that they are generally 
honest was fully proved by the fact of our having scarcely lost anything 
during many months’ marching through the country, and when the baggage 
distributed amongst 200 coolies was known to contain many articles of con- 
siderable value. They are on the other hand indolent to an extreme degree, 
totally wanting in energy, illiterate, immoral, and victims of the most unquali- 
fied superstition : their virtues are their own, and their vices are the natural 
and inevitable consequence of the form of Government under which they live, 
and the brutalizing influence of the faith they profess. In my intercourse with 
the highest Officers of State iu Bootan, the impression created was far less 
favorable than that produced by observation upon the lower orders#of the 
people. The former I invariably found shameless beggars, liars of the first 
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magnitude) whose most solemnly pledged words were violated without the 
slightest hesitation, who entered into engagements which they had not the 
most distant intention of fulfilling, who would play the bully and sycophant 
with equal readiness, wholly insensible apparently to gratitude, and with all 
the mental faculties most imperfectly developed, exhibiting in their conduct 
a rare cgppound of official pride and presumption with the low cunning of 
needy mediocrity, and yet preserving at the same time a mild deportment, 
and speaking generally in a remarkably low tone of voicb. Much as my 
official duties have brought me into close personal intercourse with the Native 
Officers of the different Courts of inter and ultra-Gangetic India, I had never 
failed to find some who formed very remarkable exceptions to the generally 
condemnatory judgment that would have been pronounced on the remainder ; 
but amongst the Officers of the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan I failed to 
discover one whom I thought entitled to the slightest degree of confidence 
either in word or deed. 

16. The importance of obtaining a clearer insight than we have ever 
previously possessed into the resources, government, and character of the 
Booteahs has induced me to enter more minutely into the subject than but 
for the precarious nature of our political relations with that country it would 
have been necessary to do 5 and it may now be desirable to advert to its con- 
nexion with other States, and to examine the precise nature of the ties by which 
it is bound to them respectively. 

Section VI. 

1. The first in importance of the foreign relations of Bootan is that 

which Aitcs her with China, cither immediately by 
^Political Relations, direct communication with the Court of Pekin, or 

and Thibet. * ^directly by annual Embassies to Lassa, the celebrated 

capital of Thibet ; that the fomfler ever takes place is 
extremely doubtful ; and that the latter does so regularly is now equally 
certain. 

2. There is a tradition current in Bootan that the country was once ruled 
by Thibetan Officers resident in it, and that all the palaces and castles now occupied 
by the Deb, Dhurma, Pillos, and Zoompens were originally constructed by 
Chinese and Thibetan architects for the accommodation of those provincial 
Governors ; but that after holding the country for some time, and finding it 
totally unprofitable, the Officers were withdrawn, and the Booteahs allowed 
to govern themselves ; still, however, agreeing to the payment of an annual 
tribute, and recognizing the continued supremacy of the Emperor of China in 
secular, and that of the Delai Lama in spiritual, affairs. 

8 . The style of these buildings, which unites the peculiarities of Thibetan 
and Chinese architecture, greatly tends to confirm this current belief ; and that 
the Thibetan influence did extend for more to the Southward between the 
seventh and tenth centuries than it has done since is proved from a fact 
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mentioned by Monsieur Landress in the introduction to the translation made by 
him, and Messrs. Klaproth and Abel Remusat, of the Chinese work Foe-koue- 
ki, where, speaking of the Thibetans, he says that “ during the Tsang Dynasty, 
from the seventh to the commencement of the tenth century, they issued forth 
as conquerors from their original limits ; waged an almost incessant war against 
China ; and following the courses of their rivers, which issuing from tljp South- 
Eastern corner of their valleys opened a route to India, extended their con- 
quests in this direction to the Bay of Bengal, to which they gave the name of 
the Thibetan Sea”* ^ 

4. At what period ine withdrawal from Bootan took place I have not the 
means of even forming a probable conjecture, but it appears quite certain from 
the result of the inquiries made during my residence in the country that the 
power of China is regarded with considerable respect by the Authorities in 
Bootan ; and a very marked deference is shown to the supposed views and 
wishes of the Authorities resident in Lassa, both Chinese and Thibetan. 

6. The names by which China and Lassa ate designated in Bootan 
are Peelooma and Peba, and the Thibetan race are called Phurree- 
Jenna, and not Geana, as written by Captain Turner, which that Officer 
gives as the Thibetan appellation for China, seems to be very indifferently 
applied, as might have been inferred from their almost total want of 
geographical knowledge; and would appear to extend not only to the 
kingdom properly called China, but to the vast regions of Eastern Tartary. 
Kampa, as I have before mentioned, designates that portion of Thibet lying 
between the Southern bank of the Tsanpo River and the snowy ridges which 
separate it from the Northern limit of Bootan. It is to this portion of Thibet 
that the knowledge of the Booteahs is almost entirely confined, and I could 
discover but few people in the country wfo had ever visited Lassa. The 
communication being generally with Teeshoo Loomboo, this is the only line of 
route with which they are at all familiar. * 

6. The intercourse which does take place is generally confined to the few 
months that intervene between the melting of the snows of one season and the 
accumulation of the following, an interval of little more than three months ; 
for the inhabitants of Bootan appear to have as great a horror of the extreme 
severity of a Thibetan winter as the timid Bengallec of traversing the snow- 
clad mountains which rise in terrific magnificence from his plains. 

7 , The only occasion on which anything approaching to regular 
communication takes place is once a year, when orders are received from 
Lassa; on this occasion, it is said, messengers arrive bearing an imperial 
mandate from China addressed to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan, and 
the Pillos and Zoompens under their orders. It is written on fine cambric, in 
large letters, and generally contains instructions to be careful in the government 
of the country, to quell promptly all internal tumult or rebellion, and to report 
immediately, on pain of the infliction of a heavy fine, any apprehended invasion 


* Foe-koue-ki, Introduction, page xxiv. 
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from external foes. On one occasion it appears that these orders were 
neglected, and a fine . of 10,000 Deba Rupees was imposed, of which, the extreme 
poverty of the country prevented the payment but by three instalments in as 
many years. With this imperial edict twenty-one gold pieces of coin are 
said to be always sent — a mark of respect, it may be presumed, to the Dhurma 
Raja, A rejfly is dispatched by special messengers, who are' always attended 
by twetfty-three coolies bearing loads of a particularly fine description of rice 
grown in Assam, and called malbhoge ; other goods, to the estimated amount of 
3,000 Rupees per annum, are also sent, consisting principally of Assam erendi 
silks of the largest size, kurwa cloths ; another •Piety of Assam silks, of a 
white ground with red borders, six cubits long and three broad ; cotton cloths, 
twelve Cubits long and three broad ; and choora made of a very fine rice 
grown in Assam. 

8. It is affirmed that on these occasions a return present is made 

consisting of China flowered silks and scarfs, coral and moulds of silver and 
gold. Three Lamas om. the part of Bootan are said to be constantly in 
attendance at Lassa, which city is regarded by the Booteahs with the same 
veneration that was once felt for Rome as the residence of the Supreme Pontiff 
of the Western world. The Dhurma Raja professes to regard the Delai Lama 
as an elder brother, and transmits to him annually some presents as marks of 
respect, for which the Lamas on their return bring back some trilling 
acknowledgment in China silks, chuwries, and gold leaf, for the embellishment of 
the temples and palaces. * 

9. The Chinese Authorities at Lassa appear to exercise no direct control 
in the Government of the country, and although Bootan has from the year 
1810 presented a scene of incessant intrigue and internal turmoil, I heard but 
of one instance in which any Ihterference was attempted to check the excesses 
of the several parties who had been contending for the Debship ; and though 
the accuracy of this staq|pent was subsequently questioned, it may be useful to 
record it. In the year 1830, a Tongso Pillo called Durzee Namdd rose in 
rebellion against the Deb, Sujee Gassed, whose superior ability and power had 
enabled him to retain that office for nine years instead of three, to which the 
tenure is limited by the established customs of the country. Sujee Gasse6 , s 
authority was too firmly established to be easily shaken, and though the cause 
of the Tongso Pillo was espoused by the Dhurma Raja and the priests, he was 
unable to effect the removal of the Deb : the whole country was convulsed by 
the excesses of the opposing factions, and in this emergency Durzee Namd6 
applied to Lassa for assistance : two Chinese Officers were sent with a body of 
troops to his aid, and on their arrival an investigation was ordered into the 
merits of the question at the Castle of Tongso ; a compromise was effected by 
the temporary abdication of Sujee Gasse€, and his rival Durzee NamdG was 
installed, when the troops returned to Lassa. The new Deb retained his office 
for two years, when he died, and was succeeded by Deb TillA At the expira- 
tion of his triennial possession of the supreme rank another successful 
revolution restored Sujee Gassed to the head of the Government, in which 
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office he continued until the arrival of the tost Mission is Bootan, when he 
was deposed by the Daka Pttlo, who retained possession of the Deb's office 
during my residence in the country > the es+Deb» Siyee Gaseto, continues still, 
however, to set hto authority at defiance, and having secured possession of 

Tasaiaudon, the second royal palace in Bootan, has prevented the Court from 

•occupying it at the acc u stomed period of the summer months. 

10. This, which has been one of the most protracted rebellions that has 

taken place for many years, had not, when I was in Bootan, attracted the 

attention of the Loose ^thorifcies, nor had any reference been then made to 

them by either party forwRstauoe ; but as the Dhurma Raja and priests began 
to feel the . inconveniences of a constrained detention at Poonakh - beyond the 
period fixed by established custom, negotiations had been opened With the 
opposing party when 1 left, for permission to proceed to Tassisudon ; and it is 
not improbable, should it have been denied, that a reference was made to the 
Laasa Authorities on the subject ; r but all parties, however swayed by the love 
of power, entertain a very salutary apprehension of any direct interference in 
their internal quarrels by the Chinese or Thibetan Officers, and would rather 
incur the inconveniences of their most unsettled form of Government than 
endeavour to escape from them by an appeal to a power which they both didike 
and dread, 

11. The Political relations of Bootan with Nipal appear to have arisen 

originally from the ipvasion by the Goorkha Army of 
Belattau with Mipal. Sikhim Territory in 1788, when the Raja, severely 

pressed by the enemy, supplicated assistance both from Thibet and Bootan. 
The forces of Sikhim and Bootan, aided by a party of Booteahs from a province 
of Thibet called Portaee, returned towards the capital of Sikhim, and about 
^he beginning of December compelled the Goorkhas to retire towards Ham 
Ghurrie, on the Kan Kayi, where they had erected forts to secure a communica- 
tion with Morung * jQb 

# 12. u Shortly after gaining these advantages,” says Buchanan, u the 

troops of the Deva Dhurma retired, for they are allowed no pay, and the country 
was too poor to admit of plunder.” And as their assistance was first demanded 
at the end of the year 1788, and the return of the Bootan troops to their own 
frontier took place at the end of March in the following year, their whole 
period of service appears to have extended only to the three intermediate 
months. Their withdrawal, however, was followed by the submission of the 
greater part of the Sikhimites to toe Goorkhas, but the Raja fled for refuge 
into Thibet. 

18. The success of the Goorkhas caused the most serious alarm both to 
the Government of Lama and Bootan, and application was made to the 
Emperor of China for assistance. Before, however, a reply could be received* 
the Dd> and Dhurma Rajas Bent an E mb as sy to Katmandoo offering to 
purchase their safety by the sacrifice of that pert of Bykantpore in toe plains 


* Hfttttttoa’* Mitel, Mrs ISO, 
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of Bengal which had been ceded to them by Mr; Hastings, the Governor 
General of India; but the necessity of this concession was eavedby the 
inter position of the Emperor of China, whose force, as has been already 
mentioned, humbled the pride of the Goorkhas, and compelled them to 
purchase an ignominious peace by an acknowledgment of vassalage. 

14. From that period to the year 1813, when Nipal was invaded by the 
British Army, Bootaa had been unmolested by the Goorkhas, a forbearance 
which could only have arisen from a conviction that any hostile demonstration 
against it would draw down upon them the venggance of China; and it 
is difficult to imagine any other motive sufficiently powerful to have checked 
the career of# a race who had extended their conquests from the banks of the 
Sutlej to the Teesta, and consolidated under one powerful rule every petty 
State on the Southern slope of the great Himaiyan chain comprised within 
those limits. Bootan would have been overrun by a handful of Goorkhas in 
one season, and nothing but the fear of an infliction similar to that which 
avenged the plunder of •Digurchee wougj^ have saved the palaces of the Deb 
and Dhurma from a similar invasion. 

16. The bold and determined policy of the Marquis of Hastings, which 
interposed the petty State of Sikhim as a barrier to the Eastern progress of the 
Nipalese, gave an additional seal to the security of Bootan, which until then 
it had never possessed ; it cut off the possibility of invasion except by a 
hostile movement of the Goorkha Troops through a State protected by the 
British Government, and thiB it was evident never would be attempted until 
the Nipalese were again prepared to grapple with the foe which had bo 
recently humbled their pride. To this arrangement alone has Bootan been 
so long indebted for freedom from aggression ; and with the present greatly 
augmented army of Nipal the attempt would have been hazarded in defiance^ 
of China could the neutrality of the British power have been secured. 

16. In the pet ition^tddr eased by the Raja of Nipal to the Emperor of 
China in March 1815, supplicating assistance against the British in men and 
money, the Emperor’s attention is forcibly drawn to the situation of Bootan 
as particularly favorable to an invasion of the British Territories ; and as the 
document illustrates the policy which has been since pursued by that restless 
and ambitious power,* it may not be useless to notice it at the present 
moment. 

“ The climate of Dhurma, it says, is temperate ; and you may easily send 
an army of two or three hundred thousand men by the route of Dhurma into 
Bengal, spreading alarm and consternation among the Europeans as for as 
Calcutta. The enemy has subjugated all the Bqas of the plains, and usurped 
the throne of the King of Delhi; and therefore it is to be expected that these 
would all unite in expelling Europeans from Hindustan. By such an event 
your name will be renowned throughout Jumboo Deep, and whenever you may 
command, the whole of its inhabitants will be forward in your service. Should 
you think that the conquest of Nipal and the forcible separation of the Goor- 
khas from their dependence on the Emperor of China cannot materially affect 
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your Majesty’s interests, t beseech you to reflect that without your aid I 
cannot repulse the English. After obtaining possession of Nipal they will 
advance by the routes of Buddinauth and Mansowroar, and also by that oi 
Digurohee, for the purpose of conquering Lassa. I beg therefore that you 
will write an order to the English, directing them to withdraw their forces 
from the Territory of the Goorkha State, which is tributary and 'dependent on 
you, otherwise you will send an* army to our aid. I beseech you, however, 
to lose no time in sending assistance, whether in men or money, that I may 
drive forth the enemy, and maintain possession -of the mountains, otherwise ih 
a few years he will be master of Lassa.”* « 

17. The cautious policy of China prevented the adoption *of the plan 
recommended : Bootan was spared a visitation which would have reduced her 
to a state of still more hopeless poverty than she is in at present ; and the 
inhabitants of Bengal escaped the panic which would have followed the occupa- 
tion of that country by a Chinese force. From that period to the present 
scarcely any intercourse, either of a^pitical or commercial nature, has taken 
place between Nipal and Bootan ; and judging from the extreme ignorance 
displayed by nearly every person questioned on the subject, little more of that 
country appears to be known than the name, which in Booteah is Denjoo, and 
of the Nipaleae, Meur. 

18. During my residence at Poonakh I received communications from 
Bengal mentioning the departure from Katmandoo of certain parties for Bootan 
by various routes ; and my attention was in consequence particularly directed 
to the discovery of any persons who might arrive from that quarter ; but none 
appeared up to the latest period of my stay, and I ascertained that the route 
most generally frequented by the Nipalese is that which skirts the Western 

ntier of Sikhim, and unites with the plains by the Nagurcote Pass in the 
lorung: the Booteahs never visit Nipal for any purpose, and the only 
route through Sikhim has ceased to be open to them^eince the termination of 
the war in 1818. To invade Bootan the Nipalese must either pass through 
Sikhim, or through the British or Thibetan Territories, for there is no inter- 
mediate neutral country which could be traversed, and an act of aggression 
must be committed against one or the other. Thibet, indeed, regards Sikhim 
as a province of its own, and the Baja who is at Lassa- known by the title of 
Damoo Jung is said, in the very last and most authentic work on China, to 
send annually an offering of a small amount to the Delai Lama, and to receive 
a trifle in retum.f 

19. It can hardly, be doubted that any invasion of Bootan by Nipal, 
a power which the Chinese regard as under vassalage to them, would be 
followed by punishment from the latter ; and that assistance would immediately 
be ihtreated from the Authorities at Lassa by both the Deb and Dhurma Rajas. 
The sacred character of the latter is inferior only in the estimation of the 
Chinese to that of the three pontiffs of Thibet, the Delai, the Teeahoo, and 

a ffraaet’a Tour, Himalaya Mountain*, Appendix S, page 627. 
t OntaUff* a China, tel 1st, page 273. 
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Taranat Lamas j and the sword which exterminated the dynasty of Thibetan 
kings to avenge an insult on the Grand Lama would certainly be drawn to 
punish die aggression of a vassal against his younger brother : the mischief 
would, however, be effected before a Chinese or Thibetan army could come 
to the rescue ; and as the incursion would probably be only a predatory one, 
the real attafck would be directed against the Nipalese in tbeir own Territory ; * 
but it might load to a permanent occupation of the castles of Booton by 
Chinese troops similar to that which placed the strongholds of Thibet at 
their disposal, a result which the British Government could hardly contem- 
plate with indifference. * 

20. The relations with Sikhim appear to be almost entirely confined to 

_ , # ■ a tftfling commercial intercourse between the bordering 

Relation! with. Sikkim. ... - _ A ^ ^ ® 

villages on the Western Frontier of Bootan, and 

beyond the jurisdiction of Paro Pillo the name or nature of the country is 

almost unknown. 

21. The extreme dgnorarrce whicMfrevails in Bootan, not only«of every 

contiguous State, but even of the differaft parts of their own country, proves 
that its inhabitants scarcely ever venture beyond the immediate neighbourhood 
of the villages they occupy ; there is so great a jealousy between the Zoom- 
pens of different Districts that the utmost difficulty is experienced by the 
cultivators in effecting a removal from one place to another, and the per- 
mission to do so is only obtained by the payment of a sum so large as to 
render the raising it at all almost hopeless. To insure continuance on the 
same spots, agreements at Poonakh for the cultivation of the lands are entered 
into with the women instead of the men, and the reason given for it was that 
they were less likely to roi&n : a more effectual provision could hardly have 
been made in a country were Polyandry prevails, and where three or four males 
would be enchained by the fetters which bound one female. * 

22. On the East Bootan is bounded by a strip of the Kampa country, 
and as the only intercourse which takes place with it has been before shown to 
be of a purely commercial nature it will be unnecessary to notice it again in 
this place. 

23. With the British Government the relations of Bootan have been 
already so fully Bhown in the preceding Sections of this Deport that a few 
concluding observations are all that it now appears necessary to make; -and 
these have been rendered imperative by the failure of every attempt to induce 
the Government of that country to enter into any engagements, or to consent 
to any propositions calculated to remove the numerous causes qf dissatisfaction 
arising from the constant aggressive incursions of its subjects upon the British 
Territories. * 

1, It will have been seek from the preceding Beport that the connexion 
of the British and Bootan Governments has arisen and 
Concluding observe- been preserved almost entirely from the circumstance 
ti 03 ** of the latter having obtained possession of a oertain 

extent of Territory in the plains without which the Booteahs could scarcely 
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exist, the products of their -own hiLU being quite insufficient to support even 
the wretchedly scanty population which is thinly scattered on their sides and 
summits* At the earlier periods of our oomnaunicationfl with them the most 
remarkable feature of the intercourse was the extreme anxiety displayed on 
every eopation to conciliate them ; and this feeling, which led to the restoration 
of the Bengal Dooars by Mr- Bastings in 1788, when they had 'been justly 
forfeited by the misconduct of the Booteahs, continued to mark the policy of 
the Government when the acquisition of Assam extended the existing relations, 
and rendered the formation of engagements with the Booteahs Jboessary in 
that quarter also, 

% Mr. Scott by whom these engagements were made, overlooking the 
unfair advantage which had been taken of the # Assam Princes during the 
declension of theif power, renewed and confirmed the agreements which had 
been extorted from the weakness of t^ose rulers ; and the Booteahs were secured 
in the continued enjoyment of privileges of which a less generous policy 
would hipre altogether deprived them^Kvery concession continued to be made 
for the sake of preserving those amioHle relations which could not be inter- 
rupted without causing great local distress; and the reward of such forbear- 
ance has been seen in acts of repeated aggression in the murder and abstrac- 
tion of British subjects, the non-payment of tribute, and the refusal, until force 
had been employed, to make reparation for the injuries indicted, or to assist in 
dousing plans to prevent their future recurrence. 

8. A Mission was deputed from the Supreme Government to the Court 
of Bootan under a belief that the rulers of that country were kept in ignorance 
of the proceedings of their local Officers, and that when known some decisive 
steps would be taken to guard against the probability of interruption to those 
amicable relations the continuance of which was of vital importance to 
Bootan itself. In its progress through the country the Mission was every- 
where received with marked distinction, the Envoy was waited upon by every 
Soubah of the districts through which it passed, and nothing could have 
exhibited a more anxious desire to do honor to the power that deputed it than 
the extreme respect with which the letters and presents of the Governor Gene- 
ral of India were received by the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan. Yet so 
wholly impotent is the Government of the country, and so lamentable are the 
effects of the contests for supremacy which have devastated Bootan for the last 
thirty years, that its rulers dare not enter into engagements which, however 
calculated to promote the general welfare, may indirectiy dash with the imagi- 
nary interests qf a Pillo or ZimpA During many protracted discussions held 
with the Ministers of the Deb, every argument was used,' and the most detailed 
explanations were offered, to arrest/ the attention of the Government, and to 
show the extreme hazard incurred by the misconduct of its Officers. Various 
propositions wane su bm i t ted and discussed, and the drafr of a Treaty was at 
last prepared with the avowed ooncgrretioe and approval of the Deb and his 
Ministers, who repeatedly adm itted, both in private and at the public durbars, 
that is provisions were unobjectionable ; they appointed a time 4b r ratifying H 
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by signature, and when the period for doing so arrived, evaded it on the most 
frifoiotw pretexts, the Deb to the last admitting that he had no valid objec- 
tion to offer, and that it was calculated to benefit bis country by removing many 
existing causes of dissatisfaction : these opinions he held in common with the 
ex- Deb, the Pare Pillo, the Tassi Zimp6, Wandipoor Zoompen, and the Lam 
and Deb Zim^s ; and yet he avowed that be dared not sign it as the Tongso 
Pillo objected. 

4 . With such a Government it is sufficiently evident that negotiation is 
utterly hopflfess. Its nominal headiB powerless, and the real authority of the 
country is vested in the two Barons of Tongso and Paro, who divide it be- 
tween them. A rigid policy under such circumstances would justify the imme- 
diate permanent resumption Of all the Dooars, both in Bengal and Assam, now 
held by Bootan, for when the engagements by which they were permitted to 
occupy them have been so repeatedly violated, and the Dooars have been made 
places of refuge for organized bands of robbers and assassins, security to the 
lives and properties of our own subjectMould justify any measures, however 
apparently severe, which should strike aHne root of a system so prolific of the 
most serious evil. But there are many powerful motives for pursuing a leas severe 
course of policy than that which stem justice and insulted forbearance demand. 

5. These Dooars form, as has been already observed, the most valuable 
portion of the Bootan Territory ; through them and from them are procured, 
either directly or indirectly, almost every article of consumption or luxury 
whioh the inhabitants of the Hills possess. Their principal trade is with them ; 
the priests and higher classes of the laity subsist almost exclusively upon their 
produce. The silks of China, and the woollens of Thibet, are purchased in 
barter for the cotton, rice, and other products of the plains ; and the policy 
which would exclude the Booteahs altogether from these possessions would 
sever one of the strongest ties by which they may now be constrained. It is, 
however, no less clear that some decisive measures are indispensably necessary 
to guard against the repetition of such aggressions as have been committed at 
various time s against the British Government since its occupation of Assam ; 
and as these offences have, in almost every instance, been perpetrated within 
the jurisdiction of the Tongso Pillo, whose pernicious counsels and avarice 
prevented the ratification of those agreements which were calculated to prevent 
their recurrence, it is but just that the weight of punishment should fall more 
heavily upon him than upon those other members of the Bootan Government 
whose conduct evinced a greater respect tx> the moderate demands and wishes 
of the British Government. By drawing this distinction and explicitly stating 
it to the Bootan Government, the justice which attached the Assam Dooars 
would be felt, and the generosity which spared those of Bengal appreciated. < 

& The attachment of the Bootan Dooars in Assam, which ore all with - 
one exception under the Tongso Pillo, would excite the most serious apprehen- 
sion in the mind of every member of that Government; and all would feeJ the 
absolute necessity of immediate submission to avert the extension of the 
measure to those in Bengal; some show of opposition might possibly be sa fest 
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made, but communications would, I doubt not, be very speedily addressed t6 
the Government supplicating their release, and offering to accede to any terms 
which it might wish to impose as the condition of restoration. 

7. A treaty could then either be dictated binding them down to the 
observance of such conditions as our present more accurate knowledge of the 
country and Government might show to be necessary ; or should the opening a 
communication with Thibet be still considered desirable, the Government 
would be justified in refusing to treat on the subject with any but the para- 
mount Authorities at Lassa. ^ 

* 8. To regain access to the Dooars the Booteahs would again, as they did 
in 1782, immediately supplicate the friendly intercession of those whom we 
now know to be tbeir political masters, and the opportunity would be thus 
afforded of re-opening a communication between the British and Thibetan 
Authorities to which the Booteahs^are now most determinedly opposed. It 
would then be as clearly their interest to assist, as they now fancy it to be their 
duty to offer every obstacle to, the ^establishment of this intercourse ; and 
the united influence of the Deb, Dhurma, and Pillos would, from motives of 
common interest, be brought to bear upon the successful result of the 
negotiation. 

9- That it is most desirable, on political grounds, to endeavour to ascer- 
tain the nature of the foreign relations of the Thibetan Authorities admits 
not of doubt. The information obtained during my residence in Bootan would 
lead to the belief that the agents of Russia have found their vfciy to that cele- 
brated capital of Central Asia, and with what views they have been sent may 
be safely inferred from their proceedings in a still more conspicuous field fur- 
ther West. Three or four merchants from Lassa, whom I met in Bootan, 
expressly said that there were foreigners residing there very much like us in 
dress, appearance, and manners, who sat at tables, and were constantly engaged 
in writing and reading in books similar to those they saw with Officers of the 
Mission. That they wore not Chinese was equally explicitly stated, and the 
inhabitants of Lassa are too intimately acquainted with tbeir military con- 
querors to harve been mistaken on this point. No nation of Europe that we 
are aware of has for the last century sent forth even her messengers of peace 
to the turbulent races of Central Asia, and the widely extended diplomatic 
influenoe of Russia may at this moment be moving in Lassa the wires which 
agitate NipaL 

10. Emissaries were dispatched from the Court of Katmandoo to Lassa 
as soon as the intention of sending a Mission into Bootan and Thibet was 
known, with the object of arresting its progress to the latter country ; and 
f whether effected by their representations, or occasioned by the apprehension of 

incurring the resentment of the Chinese Officers in Thibet, certain it is that 
the most decided and unqualified refusal was given by the Bootan Government 
to any communication being opened with the Authorities at Lassa. 

11. Should it not be considered neoessary or desirable to attempt this 
renewal of communication, the arrangement for the better management of the 
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Dooars must of course be made with the Deb and other Officers of Bootan ; but 
experience has very recently proved that force must be employed, and that it 
will be necessary for the Government itself to dictate the terms on which they 
will be permitted again to hold them. Nor would it be expedient to restore 
them until all the outstanding balances for tribute had been liquidated, all 
persons detained in custody released, and Booteah Officers of rank expressly 
deputed to negotiate with others appointed for the same purpose by the British 
Government. 

12. As Ibng as the Dooars continued attached it would be perfectly 
practicable to secure the concurrence of the Booteah Officers to these or any 
other resolutions of our Government, but without the infliction of this tempo- 
rary punishment it is vain to expect either the fulfilment of existing engage- 
ments or the ratification of new ones calculated more effectually to coerce 
them. 

13. The Booteahs are fully aware that the recent proceedings of their 
Government have been su#h as to render the loss of their Dooars not impro- 
bable ; but they rely on the continuance of the forbearance which has so long 
spared them ; and the visit of the late Mission has excited so general a degree 
of attention throughout that country that the example would tell with far 
greater effect under existing circumstances than at almost any other period 
since our occupation of Assam. 

14. If, on the other hand, the Dooars be totally and unconditionally 
severed from Bootan, we must be prepared not only to defend the whole line of 
Frontier from the Dliunseeree River to the Teesta against the incursions of 
men suddenly reduced to extreme distress, but eventually to pursue them to 
their fastnesses in the Hills, and to shake to their foundations the castles of 
their rulers. 

15. This, if necessary, might perhaps be done without exciting more 
than an increased degree of jealousy and uneasiness on the part of Chinese and 
Thibetan Authorities, who would hardly commit their Government by any 
attempt forcibly to repel the British arms: but a hostile invasion, by greatly 
exciting tlioir already extravagant suspicion and jealousy, would close against 
us still more effectually than they now are the passes which lead from Bootan 
into Thibet, and postpone to a period of hopeless futurity the establishment of 
that intercourse which perseverance in a firm but forbearing policy may at 
length effect. 

16. Any suspicion of hostile invasion of the Hills would render Bootan 
a ready instrument in the hands of Nipal ; and utterly contemptible as her 
power and resources are when singly considered, they would be sufficient to 
occasion extreme inconvenience if made to co-operate simultaneously with the 
latter more formidable power. 

17 . The expediency.of having a European functionary permanently stationed 
at the Court of the Deb was very forcibly impressed upon my mind during my 
residence in Bootan ; the arrival of the Mission at the capital was sufficient to 
produce a suspension of hostilities between the parties who were contending for 

n 
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supremacy ; and on quitting Poonakh on our return we passed from the castles of 
one faction to those of the other, and were treated with respect at both. With the 
people of the country generally such a measure would, I have every reason to 
believe, be highly popular, and that it would be of advantage to the British 
interests there can be little doubt. I had never but one opportunity during 
my residence in the country of making oven the most distant allusion to such 
an arrangement, and that was at my last interview with the Deb. When on 
his contending for the insertion of a clause in the proposed Treaty authorizing 
the Bootcahs to build houses in llungpore, I asked whether if such a privilege 
were conceded he would also insert a condition granting a similar authority to 
any person the British Government might wish to send into Bootan. He 
immediately called out “No l no ! Say nothing more on the subject.” 

18. But unpalatable as such a proposition would at first prove, it might 

be acceded to if made a condition of the restoration of the Dooars. The 
influence acquired by such a functionary, if judiciously exercised, would be 
productive of the most marked advantage in all s>ur future intercourse ; it 
would enable him to watch and counteract the evil consequences of unfriendly 
external influence and of internal misrule, as hitherto exemplified in the man- 
agement of the Dooars ; and we could not provide more effectually against the 
recurrence of those local aggressions which within the last twelve years have 
repeatedly endangered the relations of the British Government with Bootan. 
Every measure which could be thought of has been adopted to check these 
excesses without effect ; and on the proposition being acceded to it would be 
desirable to renounce altogether the tribute now paid by the Bootan Govern- 
ment for the Dooars, which as a source of revenue is wholly insignificant, but 
as a cause of dissatisfaction most fruitful. A nominal quit-rent should still be 
demanded as an acknowledgment of our continued sovereignty in the soil, 
and under such arrangements as those now suggested it may be reasonably 
anticipated that more satisfactory relations wonld arise than have ever existed 
between Bootan and our provinces since the establishment of the British 
power in Bengal. ' 

19. The feelings with which the Chinese Government would regard the 
establishment of a British functionary in Bootan may be inferred from those 
exhibited when they became acquainted with the intention of appointing a 
Resident in Katmandoo ; and it is most improbable that they would offer any 
opposition more serious than was shown on that occasion to a measure accom- 
plished under circumstances far less likely to excite their jealous apprehension 
than those which preceded the establishment of a British Residency in Nipal. 
In the Chinese Repository, as quoted in the Friend of India , it appears that 
the only objection ever offered to the measure was expressed in the following 
terms, in a letter from the Chinese Commissioners to the Governor General : — 
“ You mention that you have stationed a Yakeel in Nipal: this is a matter of 
no consequence ; but as the Raja from his youth and inexperience, and from 
the novelty of the circumstance, has imbibed suspicions, if you would out of 
kindness towards us, and in consideration of the ties of friendship, withdraw 
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your Vakeel it would be better, and we should feel inexpressibly grateful to 
you.”* The request, however, it is well known, was not complied with, and 
British Officers have continued to reside at Katmandoo for upwards of twenty 
years, without producing any remonstrance from the Authorities of Lassa or 
the Court of Pekin ; and tliat the dependence of Nipal upon China has 
existed during the whole of that time is explicitly stated in Mr. GutzlafTs 
work upon the Celestial Empire, f 

20. In bringing this Report upon my late Mission into Bootan to a 
conclusion, it is with sincere pleasure that I acknowledge my obligations to the 
gentlemen who were attached to it — William Griffith, Esq., of the Madras 
Medical Service, and Ensign Blake, of the 5Gtli Regiment Bengal N. I. The 
cordial co-operation of these Officers was given on every occasion ; and the 
Journal and botanical collections of the one, and Map of route of the Mission 
prepared from his own surveys by the other, sufficiently attest the ability and 
zeal with which their duties have been performed. To Captain Jenkins, the 
Governor General’s Agent in Assam, and the Officers under his authority, my 
thanks are especially due for the most unreserved and prompt replies to the 
many references I have made to them in the performance of the duties of the 
Mission. And by Mr. N. Smith, the Collector of Rungpore, I have been 
favored with documents* relating to the Bootan Dooars in Bengal, which have 
enabled me to trace with more accuracy than would have been otherwise 
practicable their relative situations, and the nature and extent of the trade 
which is now carried on through them with Rungpore. 

21. In the Appendix will be found several documents and tables 
illustrative of the facts stated in the Report ; and I have prepared four maps, 
one of the Bootan Dooars in Assam, a second pf those in Bengal, a third 
which presents a section of the whole line of country traversed by the M ission 
in its progress through Bootan, and the fourth, a general map, contains all the 
geographical information which my inquiries enabled me to collect. I am 
quite conscious that very much more yet remains to be done, and I can only 
hope that others under more favorablo circumstances will hereafter correct 
and fill up the outline which has been so imperfectly traced. 

R. BOILEAU PEMBERTON, Capt. f 

Envoy to Bootan. 

Calcutta , November 30, 1838. 


* Friend of India t Juno 14th, 1838. 


f China Opened, vol. ii., page 655. 
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Abticles of a Treaty of Peace between the Horible English East India Company 
and the Deb Raja, or Raja of Bootan, 

1. That the Hon’ble Company, wholly from consideration for the distress to 
which tho Booteahs represent themselves to be reduced, and from the desire of living 
in peace with their neighbours, will relinquish the lands which belonged to the Deb 
Rqja before the commencement of the war with the Rajd of Cooch Behar, namely, 
to tho Eastward the lands of Chichacotta and Pangolahaut, and to the Westward 
the lands of Kyrautee, Marraghaut and Luckecpoor. 

2. That for the possession of the Chichacotta Province the Dob Raja shall 
pay an aunual tribute of five Tangun horses to the Hon’blc Company, which was 
the acknowledgment paid to the Behar Raja. 

3. That the Deb Raja shall deliver up Dudj indinar ain, Raja of Cooch Behar, 
together with his brother, the Dewan Deo, who is confined with him. 

4. That the Booteahs, being merchants, shall have the same privilege of trado 
as formerly without the payment of duties, and their caravan shall be allowed to 
go to Rungporc annually. 

5. That tho Deb Raja Bhall never cause incursions to be made into the 
country, nor in any respect whatever molest the Ryots that have come under the 
Hon’ble Company’s subjection. 

6. That if any Ryot or inhabitant whatever shall desert from the Hon’ble 

Company’s Territories, the Deb Raja shall cause him to be delivered up immediately 
upon application being made to him. ^ 

7. That in case the Booteahs, or any one under the Government of the Deb 
Raja, Bhall have any demands upon, or disputes with, any inhabitant of these or any 
part of the Company’s Territories, they shall prosecute them only by an application 
to the Magistrate, who shall reside here for the administration of justice. 

8. That whatever Suniassies are considered by the English as an enemy, the 
Deb Raja shall not allow to take shelter in any part of the districts now 
given up, nor permit them to enter into the Hon’ble Company’s Territories, or through 
any part of his : and if the Booteahs shall not of themselves be able to drive them 
out, they shall give information to the Resident on the part of the English in 
Cooch Behar, and they shall not consider the English troops pursuing the Suniassies 
into those districts as any breach of this Treaty. 

9. That in case the Hon’ble Company shall have occasion for cutting timbers 
from any part of the woods under the Hills, they shall do it duty free, and the 
people they send shall be protected. 

10. That there shall be a mutual release of prisoners. This Treaty to be 
signed by the Hon’ble President and Council of Bengal, and the Hon'ble Company’s 
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seal to be affixed on the one part, and to be signed and sealed by the Deb 
on the other part. 

Signed and ratified at Fort William, the 25th April 1774, 

• (Signed) Warren Hastings. 

n Wit. Anderbey. 

„ P. M. Daires. 

J. Law bell* 

„ Henry Goodwin. 

„ H. Graham. 

„ Geo, Vansitart. 

(A Tnie Copy,) 

(Signed) II. AURIOL, Assistant Secretary. 


Translation of Ikramamah agreed to by the Booteah Zinkaffs on the 2nd June 1836. 

1. The Zinkaffs engaged that the Bootan Government make every possible 
exertion to put down the system of dacoity which has so long prevailed amongst 
the inhabitants of the Dooars. 

2. Should, however, any aggression be committed by the inhabitants of the 
Dooars, the offenders shall be delivered up by Soubahs on receiving the Perwannahs 
of the Magistrates to that effect, and on their failure to seize the offenders, the Police 
of the British Government shall have access to the Dooars in search of the culprits. 

3. The Zinkaffs engage for the due yearly delivery of the tribute due from all 
the Dooars to the respective Collectors of Kamroop and Durrung. 

4. To secure the due payment of the tribute a Zinkaff shall be deputed to 
make the collections in person, and pay them over himself to the Collectors of 
Kamroop and Durrung, and the appointment of Sezawals on the part of the British 
Government shall cease. 

5. And in case of any arrears again accumulating to the amount of one year’s 
tribute, the British Government shall be at liberty to attach the Dooars in arrears, 
and to hold the same, and to collect the revenue thereof until the arrears have been 
fully liquidated. 

6. The Zinkaffs will provide for the settlement of all existing arrears, after 
an examination of accounts with the Collectors, and agreeable to the decision of the 
Governor General’s Agent on any disagreement. 

7. The Governor General’s Agent agrees on this Ikrarnamah being completed 
to give up Buxa Dooar,# that the revenue which had been collected from it during 
the time it has been attached shall be carried to the account of the outstanding 
arrears. 


• Or Banska Dooar, in Assam,— R. B. P. 
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8. If any individuals, inhabitants of the Dooars, commit dacoities, murders, 
or other heinous offences in the Dooars, and take refuge in the British Territory, such 
offenders shall be delivered up to the Booteah Officers on their demanding and 
identifying them. 

(Signed) Bazub Rin Sen Zinkaff, on the part of the Dhurma Raja. 

„ Kassung Gampa Chamta Zinkaff, on the part of the Deb Raja. 

„ Poongtakee Zinkaff, on the part of the Tongso Pillo. 

„ Khamakepah Zinkaff, on the part of the Dhurma Raja's Fatter, 

Dimsee Soozee. 

„ F. Jenkins, Governor General’s Agent, 


Treaty submitted on the 2 5th of April 1838 to the Deb Raja of Bootan by Captain 
R. Boileau Pemberton, Envoy on the part of the British Indian Government to 
the Court of the Deb and Dhurma Rajas . 

Many years having elapsed since a Mission was deputed from the Government 
of British India to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan, and the acquisition of tlio 
Territory of Assam by the Ilon’ble the East India Company having greatly extended 
the relations which formerly existed between the two Governments, the Right 
Ilon’ble the Governor General of India in Council was pleased, on the 7th of August 
1837, to depute Captain R. Boileau Pemberton as Envoy on the part of the British 
Indian Government to the Deb and Dhurma Rajas of Bootan, with authority to 
make any arrangements in concert with the Deb Raja which should appear best 
adapted to the present stato of affairs, and as likely to strengthen and cement the 
amicable relations of the two Governments to a degree not provided for by any 
existing Treaty. The following Articles have been mutually agreed upon by the Deb 
Raja of Bootan and the Envoy on the part of the British Indian Government, as 
being calculated to remove existing causes of dissatisfaction, to extend friendly 
intercourse, and to place the future relations of the two Governments on such a basis 
as shall be equally advantageous to both : — 

Article 1$*.— The subjects of Bootan of every description having always had 
freo access to the Territories of tjjp British Indian Government for purposes of traffic, 
it is reasonable and just that a similar privilege should be extended to the subjects 
of the British Indian Government. It is therefore mutually agreed that the subjects 
of both States shall be equally unrestricted in any friendly intercourse they may wish 
to carry on, and shall be entitled to the protection of the respective Governments as 
long as they conduct themselves peaceably in their several vocations. 

Article 2nd. — If any Ryot or other inhabitant of the Hon’ble Company’s Territory 
shall desert into the Territory of the Deb Raja, he shall be Immediately given up on 
application being made for him ; and if any individuals, inhabitants of the Bootan 
Territory, commit robberies, murders, or other heinous offences, and take refuge in 
the British Indian Territory, they shall be surrendered on the Bootan Authorities 
demanding and identifying them. 

Article 3 rd —If any inhabitant of the British Indian Territories shall commit 
offences in the Dooars for which the Bootan Government now pays, or has heretofore 
paid, tribute to the Qon’ble Company, such offender shall be seized and made over 
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for trial to the nearest resident British Officer, by whom his offences, if satisfactorily 
proved, will be punished in accordance with the Jaws which prevail in the Hon’ble 
Company’s Territory ; but if any British subject shall commit offences in the indepen- 
dent Hill Territory of the Bootan Government, he will be amenable to trial in 
conformity with the customs which prevail there, the circumstances being duly 
reported at the time to the British Indian Government. 

Article \th . — Should any aggressions be committed by the inhabitants of the 
Dooars under the Bootan Government against the subjects of the II on* hie Company, 
such offenders shall be immediately surrendered by the Bootan Frontier Officers on 
receiving the Perwaunahs of the Magistrates of Districts to that effect, and on their 
failing to seize the offenders, the Police of the British Indian Government shall have 
free access to the Dooars in search of the culprits. 

Article 5 th. — Should the Booteahs, or other subjects of the Deb Raja, have 
any demands upon, or disputes with, any inhabitant of any part of the Hon’ble 
Company’s Territories, they shall prosecute them only by an application to the 
Magistrate of the district in which such disputes may have arisen, by whom an 
examination will be immediately made into the nature of the complaint, and redress, 
if necessary, afforded. • 

Article 6th, — The present mode of paying tribute for the Dooars, partly in 
goods and horses, and partly in money, having led to much misunderstanding and 
the accumulation of heavy arrears, the Bootan Government agrees that the tribute 
shall in tutu re bo paid in cash ; the revenue for each Dooar being taken at the 
present amount, there being no wish on the part of the British Indian Government 
to increase the tiibute in the slightest degree. 

Article 7th. — To insure the punctual payment of tribute, and to protect the 
Bootan Government as much as possible from imposition or loss, it is agreed, that 
at the customary season of the year, Zinkaffs shall bo deputed by the Bootan 
Government tor the purpose of paying the amount duo directly to the Collectors of 
Kamroop and Durruug, who will grant receipts for the amount so paid, and not, 
as was formerly the case, to any intermediate Native Agents. In the event of any 
Dooar falling into arrears to the extent of one year’s tribute, the British Indian 
Government shall be at liberty to take possession of and continue to hold such 
Dooar until the balances have been fully realized, and indemnification obtained 
for any extra expense to which the British Indian Government may have been 
subjected by such temporary possession of the Dooar. 

Article 8th . — The Dewangari Raja having seized and kept in confinement 
twelve Cacharec subjects of the llon’ble Company, in violation of the friendship 
and practices observed between the two Governments, the Deb Raja having for 
the first time been mado acquainted with the circumstances by the British Envoy, 
agrees to send immediately a peremptory order for their surrender to the British 
Authorities in Assam, by whom they will be tried in conformity with the 3rd Article 
of this Treaty. 

Article m.— The Deb Raja having now been made fully acquainted with the 
misconduct of, and aggressions committed by, the Bootan Officers in charge of the 
Dooars against the subjects of the Hon’blc Company, will adopt decisive measures 
lor putting an effectual stop to conduct of so unwarrantable a nature; and wilL 
issue an order for the immediate apprehension and surrender of five escaped convicts 
from the Gowhatty Jail, now concealed in the Dooars, who had been condemned 
to imprisonment for participation in these offences against the British Indian 
Government. 
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Article 10M. — Many of the boundaries of the Assam Dooars being still itf 
an undefined and unsettled state, the Deb Raja agrees, on application being 
received from the British Authorities to that effect, to depute properly qualified 
persons to assist in establishing such lines of demarcation as may be mutually 
agreed upon by them and the Officers of the British Indian Government. 

Article 1 1th . — The want of an authorized Agent on the part of the Bootan 
Government to whom reference could be made on any sudden exigency having led 
to the most serious inconveniences, and frequently endangered the friendly relations 
of the two Governments, ij is agreed that in future two accredited Agents of the 
Bootan Government shall reside permanently, one at Gowhatty in Assam, and the 
other at Rungpore in Bengal, for the purpose of receiving any communications the 
Authorities of those places may desire to make to the Bootan Government, or of 
conveying to those Officers the sentiments and wishes of their Court. 

Article 12 th . — It being indispensable that measures should be immediately taken 
for examining and adjusting the accounts of the Dooars, with a view to the payment 
of all outstanding balances, the Deb Raja agrees that Zinkaffs or other persons 
well acquainted with the accounts of the Dooars shall be immediately sent to 
Gowhatty for this purpose, and that they shall be directed «to make payments in full 
of whatever sums may, on comparison of accounts, be pronounced by the Governor 
General’s Agent to be due to the Hon’ble Company. 

(True Copy,) 

R. BOILEAU PEMBERTON. 


Translation of a Letter from the Tongsn Pillo to Oooernor Generals Agent , dated 

1st Bysack. 

After Complimentb : / 

The letter that you sent respecting Buxa Dooar affair, by the 
Railing Dooar road, having reached me, has made me acquainted with every- 
thing. I was not aware before now of the circumstance of dacoities, or of the 
arrears of revouue which have now come to light. Nor did the Raja of Buxa 
Dooar ever inform me about it. Owing to my ignorance of matters, confusion and 
disturbances have taken place. You allude to the several perwannahs you sent to 
me, but the Dowangari Raja never gave them to me. Nevertheless the delay that 
has occurred in inquiring into matters would have been avoided but for the circum- 
stance of my illness ; but having recovered I have resumed the seat of Government ; 
I can assure you that your Perwannahs have not been wilfully neglected ; the fact is, 
I never received any of your letters. At any rate, considering the great friendship 
subsisting between the Company and Bootan, I beg you will not withhold your 
kindness from me, and that you will be well disposed every way. In former times 
too, during the reign of the Assam Rajas, peace and friendship prevailed between 
them and Bootan, and the revenue was paid and received without any trouble. 
Now also, if you will take the revenue and whatever is due, and release the Dooar, 
it would be well. If not for my sake, at least in compassion to the Gohayns and 
Galeng Brahmuns, who suffer distress, be gq^iously pleased. It would be sinful on 
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your part were you to act otherwise ; you know everything that is right. It is a 
sad thing to those who have no such knowledge ; you are the manager on the part 
of the British Government* and I, Tongso Raja, am the manager on the part of 
the Dhurma and Deb Rajas. If you and I are merciful, the Ryots can live. By 
means of that Dooar I am enabled to help and serve the Gohayns with fish, oil, 
tobacco, &c. ^ By serving the Gohayns much good will result. Whether the Buxa 
Dooar Baja, 'in acting hostilely, has done it thoughtlessly or otherwise I cannot 
say. There are people who are wise, and also people who are ignorant. 
Wherever there are knaves in the neighbourhood, such ’evil proceedings are likely 
to occur. We do not listen to the tales of such individuals, and we beg you will not 
attend to what our enemies may say. Adverting to all these circumstances, and 
with a view to settle the affix’s of the Buxa and the other Dooars, the Dhurma and 
Deb Rajas have ordered the Dhurma Raja’s father to proceed down to Dewangari. 
The Dooar has been attached in consequence of dacoities and arrears of revenue, 
but I hear that the dacoits have been apprehended for you by the Beesoyas. I have 
forwarded the arrears of revenue and the ponies that were due. Whatever remains 
to be adjusted you will be pleased to arrange and settle by means of writing. The 
Beesoyas from whom the balances are due are all with you. You will investigate 
into every matter. It was not fair that for a trifling cause such confusion should 
have occurred. If any similar disorder occur, you must investigate and settle it 
yourself. 

There never was any disturbance before. The Dhurma Raja has eighteen Dooars, 
in which Buxa is also included ; this Dooar is not a rent-free Dooar. You will 
kindly pay attention to all that has been said, and remember that you are for me, 
and I am for you. If you have a mind to listen to what enemies may say, and do 
things such as never was done ; of course there is nothing that would prevent your 
doing so. You are however acquainted with all that is just and fair. You are on 
the part of the Company, and I am on the part of the Dhurma Raja. Whatever you 
may require you will kindly write to mo about, and whatever I may want I will 
mention to you ; what will I say further ? you are acquainted with every particular. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) F. JENKINS, 

Agent to the Governor General . 


Translation of a Letter from the Dhurma Raja's Father , dated 1 6th Bysack 1248, 
B . S., to Governor Generals Agent. 

After Compliments : 

I write to you to represent what will bo found subsequently. Owing 
to some secret cause or other, the Dhurma Raja has presented himself into 
my house; sinner as I am, this Dhurma Raja is my son. Now in Bootan, 
the Dhurma Baja is an infant Whatever transpires is done by me. Here live 
none who disobey me. Every appointment originates with me. In the course of 
attending to the affairs of the Dhurma and DeJjp Rajas, the letter that you had 
despatched by the Railing Dooar road, having reached the Dhurma and Deb Rajas, 

o 
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and they becoming acquainted with every particular, have ordered me to undertake the 
lnftnn gamant of aQ the Dooars, consequently, with a view to investigate into the Buxa 
Dooar affair, I have come to Dewaagari. Having investigated, I And that the cause 
which led disturbances is of a very trivial nature. For some petty matter or 
other an attempt is being made to break our friendship. Yon will be pleased to 
forbear getting angry. I have come down in person ; we will settle matters in the 
best way our judgment dictates. In Bootan there is none besides me. Whatever 
yon may say I will do. Yon must not donbt me. I am not a friend of to-day. From 
a long amity and friendship has existed between the Dhnrma Baja and the 
British Government. There never was a misunderstanding. People between us, by 
mnch backb i ting, canse confusion. Do not yon listen to any such tales, nor will I 
at tend to what may be told me. You have come amointed by the British Govern- 
ment, and I am appointed by the Dhurma and Deb Rajas. Yon understand 
every thing that is good and proper; yon have many countries, lot thatBufflce; 
should yon by injustice think proper to deprive me of my little country, what 
is there to prevent? If you could, for the sake of the Dhurma Raja at least, let go 
Buxa Dooar, it would be good. The Vuzeor, Talookdar, and Beesoyas of my Dooar 
Ijave all been placed under confinement. If you could in ‘pity set them at liberty 
It would be doing good. Whatever revenue and ponies are due I will, agreeably 
to the former custom, give : you will according to stipulation take dfflirge of them. 
You will of course not refrain from demanding the revenue that is to be paid in 
fhture. Having understood all this, if you will release the Dooar, it would be well. 
In order to effect all that has been said, Zinkaffs, one on the part of the Dhurma 
Baja, another on the part of the Deb Raja, one on the part of the Dhurma 
Raja’s Father, and a Zinkaff from Tongso, and Gumbheer Vuzeer of Railing, 
In all five persons, have been sent by me to you. You will make yourself 
acquainted with every matter from them, and be well disposed. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) F. JENKINS, 

Agent to the Governor General. 
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Statement of Demands from Suxa Dooar yearly . 



Quantity 

Rate of 

Value 



of 

Articles. 

each 

Article. 

in 

Ny. Rs. 


Gold...R, M. Wt 

n 

12 0 

132 0 


Horses 

15 

60 0 

900 0 

The value herein men- 
tioned for the articles of 

Musk ••• ... 

11 

3 0 

33 0 

tribute was originally fixed 

Cow-tails 

11 

1 0 

11 0 

, by the Assam Kings, and 
i* confirmed subsequently on 
our conquest of Assam by 
Mr. D. Scott, the Booteahs 

Daggers 

11 

0 8 

5 8 

having acknowledged it to 
be correct. 

Blankets 

11 

3 0 

33 0 

* 

Total, Ny. Rs. 



1,114 8 


Ready Cash, Iffy. Rs. 

| 


901 0 

i 


Grand Totally. Rs. 

••• 

... 

2(016 8 



Collector’s Office; ) 

Zillah Kamroop, >■ (Signed) Jas. MATTHIE, 

The 16 tk December 1837. J Cffg, Collector . 


Statement of Yearly Demands from Dooar Ghurkolla . 



Quantity 

of 

Articles. 

Rate of 
each 
Article. 

Value 

in 

Ny. Rs. 

Gold...R. M. Wt 

2 

12 


24 0 

Horses 

6 

60 

0 


Musk 

2 

3 

0 

6 0 

Cow tails , ... ••• ••• 

2 

1 

0 

2 0 

Daggers 

2 

0 

8 

1 0 

Blankets ... ••• ••• 

2 

3 

0 

6 0 

Total, Ny, Rs. ... 

apua 


339 0 

Beady Cash, Ny. Rs. 

■ 

■ 

1 

396 0 

Grand, Total, Ny. Rs. ... 

■ 

1 

1 

^784 0 


(Signed) 


Remarks. 


The value herein men- 
tioned for the articles of 
tribute was originally fixed 
by the Assam Kings, and 
L confirmed subsequently on 
j our conquest of Assam by 
Mr. D. Scott, the Booteahs 
having acknowledged it to 
be correct. 




Jas. MATTHIE, 

, Collector ; 
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Statement of Yearly Demands from Dooar Bijnee. 


- 

Quantity 

of 

Articles. 

Rate of 
each 
Article. 

Value 

in 

Ny. Rs. 

Gold... B. M. #t. ... 

11 

12 0 

132 0 

Horses 

16 

60 0 

960 0 

Musk ■ 

11 

3 0 

33 0 

Cow-tails ... 

11 

1 0 

11 0 

Daggers 

11 

0 8’ 

5 8 

Blankets ... 

11 

3 0 

33 0 

Total, Ny. Rs 

... 

... 

1,174 8 

Ready Cash, Ny. Rs. 

... 

... 

260 4 

Grand Total, Ny 

.SS 

... 

1,434 12 

(Signed) 



The value herein men- 
tioned for the articles of 
tribute was originally fixed 
by the Assam Kings, and 
confirmed subsequently on 
our conquest of Assam by 
Mr. D. Scott, the Boo- 


q I IcallB lie 

0 I it to be ( 

0 J 


Jas. MATTHIE, 

Collector , 


List of Articles brought from the different Dooars to the Tongso Pillo. 

From each Dooar every month, for the Pillo ... 24 puns of betulnuts. 

„ for the Dond Zoompen 12 puns, 

,, the Gurpas, each ....... 1 pun. 

,, Durpun Head Zinkaff 1 ,, 

,, Saler charge of the grain 1 ,, 

„ Mohurir 1 „ 

„ Bur Zoompen 12 puns. 

From Benkar 180 maunds of goor per annum. 


,, Tassangsee 


ditto 

ditto. 

„ Jongar 


ditto 

ditto. 

„ Hindoosee 


ditto 

# ditto. 

„ Jamjung 


ditto 

♦ditto. 


From Bijnee Dooar per annum, — 

60 Pieces of Erendi Silk, 12 haths long. 

120 Cotton Chuddars 
120 Maunds of Mustard Oil. 

253 Maunds of dried Fish. 

180 Maunds of Cotton, 20 of which go to the Jamgjung Soubah. 

3,200 Th4 tee -cloths, 5 haths long, 1 hath broad — a very thin cotton cloth. 

The Articles obtained by the Faro Pillo are supposed to be nearly double in 
value, and those furnished to the Daka Pillo about one -half. 


R. B. P. 





Synoptical Table of Heights , Cultivation } Vegetation and Geology of various places in Bootan . 
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APPENDIX. 


1 

& 

Heavy snow, 25th February. 

snow. 

(Snow lies here throughout the 
(, winter months. 

Heavy snow on the 6th of March. 

Snow on 5th of March. 

C Heavy snow remains on all these 
< ridges and peaks until the 
l middle or end of June. * 

Geology. 

Gneiss 

decomposing Granite ... 

Limestone, compact cu- 
* hical masses 

Crystallized Limestone. 

►Gneiss and Talcose Slate 

ralcose Slate, Mica Slate 

► Gneiss ... 


Vegetation. 

% 

Bamboos, Oaks, Rhodo- 
dendrons 

■’inus Excelsa ... 
"Rhododendrons, Juniper 
Woods, Goosbemes 

Currants, Euphorbias, 
Ranunculi, Genuine 

„ Larch, Poplars 

Rich Woods of Oaks, Rho- 
dhodeudrons, Junipers.. 
'Fir Woods, near summit 
complete change, Rho* 
dendrous, Bojpat, Birch, 
Bamboos, Otis, Rhodo- 
dendrons, Maples 

kautiful Fir Woods 

' Shrubby Rhododendrons, 
i Black Fiis, Junipers, 
Alpine Polygonums, 

„ species of Rhubarb 

v w — -r Y | 

Cultivation. 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

j*” 6 

•ireg 

aaoqe 

m opn^ny 

9,692 

9,947 

9,947 

10,87 a 

10,931 

11,036 

11,245 

12,335 

12,478 

Names of Places. 

9 4 : i : | : | 

*{ * Jj lifrf 

i! e i d 

* 

■ S 8 S3 3 58 3 833 


N. B. — For the Notes upon the Vegetation I am much indebted to the Journal of my friend, Dr. Griffith. The observations from which the altitudes 
have been deduced were made with two excellent Barometers with Zero adjustments, and the calculations have been made with Mr. Bailey’s well known Formula 
as expanded by Messrs. Troughton and Sims in their Pamphlet on Mathem^jcal and Philosophical Instruments. 

« ' R. B. P. 
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r £nblc of distances from Dewangari to Pootiakha, the Winter Capital of Bootan, and 

** thence to Bengal . 


03 

0> 


Distances. 








c3 

3 

Places, 


03 

bo 


Remabks. 

o 


03 

O 

a 

Yards. 


& 

1 

s 

f£ 



Fbom Dewangabi to 





1 

Raeedang 

7 

3 

50 


2 

Khegumpa 

11 

2 

18 


3 

Sasec 

10 

0 

142 


4 

Bulphaee 

11 

6 

68 


5 

Roongdoong ... 

Tasgong Castle 

6 

6 

127 

Residence of a Zoompen or 

6 

5 

5 

107 

Soubah. 



62 

7 

72 

7 

Nulkar 

6 

6 

80 


8 

Khumna 

5 

7 

84 


9 

Phullung 

5 

0 

75 

Residence of a Zoompen. 

10 

Tassangsee Castle 

9 

3 

33 



27 

1 

2 


11 

Sana 

7 

2 

111 


12 

Linjd ... 

15 

2 

162 

Residence of a Zoompen. 

13 

Lengloong Castle 

8 

3 

13 



31 

0 

56 


14 

Tamashoo 

6 

6 

50 


15 

Ounjar ... ... ... ... 

11 

0 

69 


16 

Tdmee 

9 

4 

58 


17 

Doomdungtung 

12 

7 

L 18 

Residence of a Zoompen. 

18 

Ju^ur Castle 

14 

0 

0 



64 

2 

65 


19 

Jaeesah 

9 

1 

74 

Residence of Tongso Pillo. 

20 

TongBO Castle , , . 

12 

6 

31 



21 

7 

105 


21 

Tasseeling ... 

7 

1 

189 


♦ 22 

Tchindipjee ... 

11 

6 

214 


23 

Reedang ... ... 

15 

0 

111 



I No. of Marches. 
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Distances. 


Places, 



CD 


bo 

fl 


o 


=3 


eS 


Remarks. 


24 

Santeegaon 

13 

,1 

28 

25 

Phaen 

6 

2 

41 

25 , 

Poonakh Castlo 

9 

4 

133 



63 

3 

66 

27 

Teelagong Castle 

8 

6 

111 

28 

Woollakha 

14 

2 

77 

29 

Lemloo 

8 

6 

0 

30 

(hupcha 

17 

0 

0 

31 

Chuka Castle 

17 

0 

215 

32 

Murichom ... ... ... 

18 

0 

0 

33 

Buxa Dooar 

19 

7 

0 

3t 

Raj Hat in forest 

11 

5 

62 

35 

Chichacotta 

6 

2 

199 

36 

Koolta 

G 

3 

52 

37 

38 

Bullumpoor 

Kuldooba 

17 

14 

5 

7 

103 

129 

39 

Rurrumdunga 

8 

6 

90 

40 

Rangamutiy 

18 

2 

149 



187 

7 



Summary. 




6 

Dewangari to Tasgong 

52 

7 

72 

4 

Tasgoug to Tassangsoe 

27 

1 

2 

3 

Tassangsee to Len^louiig 

31 

0 

56 

5 

Lengluong to Jugnr 

54 

2 

65 

2 

.Tngur to Tongso 

21 

7 

105 

11 

Tougso to Poonakh 

63 

3 

56 

26 

Total ... 

250 

5 

136 

14 

Poonakh to Rangamutty 
■on Berhampooter 

187 

7 

87 


t 

40 

Total ... 

138 

5 

3 


Residence of Deb and Dhurma 
Rajas. 


On right bank of Berhampooter 
River. 


R. B. P. 





Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations made in various parts of Bootan by Captain B. B . Pemberton . 
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Latitudes , Longitudes , and Elevations of various Places in Boot an. 


No., Names, of Places. 


Latitude, 

North. 


Longitude, 
East of 
Greenwich. 


Feet above 
the Sea. 


3 rWangari 

2 Sflfiee 

3 Bulphaoe 

4 Tazgong Castle 

6 Piculnng 

® Tassangsee Castle 

7 Lir\j6 

8 Lengloong Castle 

9 Boorndungtung 

10 Jugur C.tRtle ... 

1 1 Tongso Castle . . 

12 Santagaon 

13 Phaen 

14 Poonakh Castle 

16 Chupcha 

10 Buia Dooar ... 


2(1 

60 

62 

91 

33 

30 

2,150 

27 

7 

30 

9L 

32 

10 

4,326 

27 

13 

13 

91 

37 

23 

6,804 

27 

19 

37 

91 

41 

17 

3,182 

27 

29 

10 

01 

40 

40 

6,929 

27 

34 

26 

01 

38 ! 

18 

6,387 

27 

38 

O 

91 

18 

66 

6.338 

27 

1 39 

13 

91 

16 

2 

4,623 

87 

| 35 

39 

90 

60 

26 

8,668 

27 

32 

24 

90 

40 

12 

8,149 

27 

29 

36 

90 

22 

41 

6,627 

27 

30 

44 

89 

47 

48 

6,326 

27 

29 

24 

89 

42 

16 

6.279 

27 

36 

6 

89 

37 

48 

3,739 

27 

11 

24 

89 

20 

0 

7,984 

20 

44 

10 

89 

12 

0 

1,809 


Awtimed Longitude. 
RemieU’s Longitudo. 


The observations for Latitude were all made with a Troughton's Reflecting 
Circle on balanced stand, and have been deduced from meridional altitude of 
the sun and stars. The Longitudes have been calculated from the Route Survey 
made by my friend and Assistant, Lieutenant Blake, and the value of the degree* 
has been computed from Colonel Lambton’s Table with a compression of I 
took a very superior Achromatic Telescope with me throughout the journey, in 
the hope of obtaining observations of the eclipses of Jupiter’s Satellites for the 
determination of Longitudes, but was invariably disappointed from the clouded 
state of the atmosphere at the moment of eclipse of the Satellite, The height* 
are deduced from a series of observations made with two excellent Barometers, 
and calculated by Mr. Bailey’s formula, given in his Astronomical Tables. 


R. B. P. 
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Part I. 

Proceedings of the Mission from, Oowhatty to Poonakh, and from, Poonakh ti 

Oowaljparah. 

The Mission left Gowhatty on the 21st December and proceeded a foM 
miles down the Bcrhampooter to Amecngong, where it halted. 

On the following day it proceeded to Hazoo, a distance of thirteen miles. 
The road for the most part passed through extensive grassy plains diversified 
here and thero with low, rather barren, hills, and varied in many places by 
cultivation, especially of sursoo. One river was forded and several villages 
passed. 

Hazoo is a picturesque plain and one of considerable local note ; it boasts 
of a large establishment of priests, with their usual companions — dancing 
girls — whose qualifications are celebrated throughout all Lower Assam. These 
rather paradoxical ministers are attached to a temple, which is, by the 
Booteahs and Kampas, considered very sacred, and to which both these tribes, 
but especially the latter, resort annually in large numbers. This pilgrimage, 
however, is more connected with trade than religion, for a fair is held at 
the same time. Coarse woollen cloths and rock salt form the bulk of the 
loads which each pilgrim carries, no doubt as much for the sake of profit as 
of penance. 

The village is a large one and is situated close to some low hills ; it 
has the usual Bengal appearance, the houses being surrounded by trees, such 
as betel, palms, pcepul, banyan, caoutchouc. 

To Nulbaree we found the distance to be nearly seventeen miles. 
The country throughout the first part of the march was cultivated and 
entirely occupied by the usual coarse grasses. The remainder was one sheet 
of paddy cultivation interrupted only by topes of bamboos, in which the 
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villages are entirely concealed. We found these very abundant, but small; 
betel palms continued very frequently, and each garden or enclosure was 
surrounded by a small species of screw pine well adapted for making fences. 

Four or five streams were crossed, of which two were not fordable ; 
jheels were very abundant and well stocked with water fowl and waders. 
At this place there is a small bungalow for the accommodation of the Civil 
Officer during his annual visit. It is situated close to a rather broad, but 
shallow river. There is likewise a bund road. We proceeded from thi3 
place to Dum-Duma, which is on the Bootan boundary, and is distant ten 
miles from Nullmree. Wo continued through a very open country, but 
generally less cultivated than that about NulbaA. Villages continued 
numerous as far as Dum-Duma. This is a small straggling place on the 
banks of a small stream, the Noa Nuddoe. We were detained in it for several 
days, and had the Bootoahs alone been consulted we should never have left it to 
enter Bootan in this direction. The place I found to be very uninteresting. 

^ 31 st December . — We left for Hazareegong, an Ausamese village within 

the Bootan boundary. We passed through a much less cultivated country 
the face of which was overrun with coarse grassy vegetation. No attempts 
appeared to be made to keep the paths clean, and the farther we penetrated 
within the boundary the more marked were the effects of bad govern- 
ment. We crossed a small and rapid stream with a pebbly bed, the first 
indication of approaching the Hills we had as yet met with. The village is 
of small extent, provided with a Wam-ghur, in which we were accommodated. 

‘ It is situated on comparatively high ground, the plain rising near it, and con- 
tinuing to do so very gradually until the base of the Hills is reached. There 
is scarcely any cultivation about the place. 

We left on January 2nd for Ghoorgong, a small village eight miles from 
Hazareegong. Similar high plains and grassy tracts almost unvaried by 
any cultivation were crossed a short distance from the village. We crossed 
the Mutanga, a river of some size and great violence during the rains, 
but in January reduced to a dry*bouldery bed. There is no cultivation about 
Ghoorgong, which is close to the Hills, between which and the village there 
is a gentle slope covered with fine sward. 

We entered the Hills on the 23rd and marched to Dewangari, a distance of 
eight miles. On starting we proceeded to the Durunga Nuddee, which makes 
its exit from the Hills about one mile to the West of Ghoorgong and then en- 
tered the Hills by ascending its bed, and we continued doing so for some time 
until, in fact, we came to the foot of the steep ascent that led us to Dewan- 
gari. The road was a good deal obstructed by boulders, but the torrents 
contain at this season very little water. The mountains forming the sides 
of the ravine are very steep and in many cases preoipitous, but not of any 
great” height. They are generally well wooded, but never to such a degree as 
occurs on most portions of the mountainous barriers of Assam. At the height 
of about 1,000 feet we passed a Chootry occupied by a few Booteahs, and this 
was the only sign of habitation that occurred. 
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We were lodged in a temporary hut of large size some 200 feet below 
thd ridge on which Dewangari is situated, our access to that place being 
prohibited, as the Booteahs, although long before informed of our approaoh and 
intentions, were not quite certain of our designs. 

On the following day, after Borne fuss, we were allowed to ascend to the 
village, in which a pucka house had been appropriated for our accommodation. 

Dewangari, the temples of which are * visible from the Plains of Assam, 
is situated on a ridge elevated about 2,100 feet above the level of the sea, 
and 1,950 above that of the Plains. The village extends to some distance 
along the ridge as well as a little way down its northern face. The houses, 
which are in most caSes mere huts, amount to about 100; they are distri- 
buted in three or four scattered groups, amongst these a four pucka or stone 
built houses of the ordinary size and construction occur,* fro onlj ^d eocnt one 
being that occupied by the Soubah, who is of inferior rank. Along the ridge 
three or four temples of the ordinary Buddh mystical form occur. They are 
surrounded with banners bearing inscriptions fixed longitudinally to bamboos, 
and attached to some monumental walls of poor construction, the faces of 
which bear slabs of slate on which sacred sentences are well carved.* The 
village abounds in filth. The centre of the ridge is kept as a sort of 
arena for manly exercises. About this space there occur some picturesque 
simool trees and and a few fig trees, among which is the banyan. There 
is no water-course or spring near tho village ; the supply is brought 
from a considerable distance by aqueducts formed of the hollowed out trunks 
of small trees. In one place this aqueduct is carried across a slip, but 
otherwise there is nothing tending to show that difficulties existed, • or that 
much Bkill would have been exerted had such really occurred. 

During our long stay at this place we had many opportunities of forming 
acquaintance with the Soubah, as well as with the immediately adjoining 
part of his district. We found this almost uncultivated and overrun with 
jungle. No large paths are seen to point out that there are many villages 
near Dewangari. In fact, the only two which bear marks of frequent commu- 
nication are that by which wo ascended and one which runs Eastward to a 
picturesque village about half a mile distant, and which also leads to the Plainer* 
The Soubah we found to be a gentlemanly, unassuming man ; he received us 
in a very friendly manner and with some state ; the room was decently orna- 
mented, and set off in particular by some # well executed Chinese religious 
figures, the chief of which, we were told, represented the Dhurma Raja, whose 
presence even as a carved block was supposed to give infallibility. We were 
besides regaled with blasts of music. His house was the most picturesque 
one that I saw, and had some resemblance, particularly at a distance, to the 
representation of some Swiss cottages. It was comparatively small, but as he 


• Bath to the East and We*.fc of Bewangari there ia a picturesque religious edifice with orna- 
mented windows. Their effect ia much heightened by the presence of the weeping c ypres s , which, 
situated as it was here,, gave me an idea of ‘extreme beauty. 
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was of inferior rank his house was of inferior size. The Soubah soon returned 
our call and in ah ' his actions evinced friendship and gentlemanly feeUhg! 
And we soon had reason to find that, among his superiors at least, we were not 
likely to meet with his like again. Hih followers were not numerous, nor, with 
the exception of one or two who had *(1168868 of scarlet broad-ploth, were 
they clothed better than ordinarily. 

The population of the place must be considerable ; it was during our stay 
much increased by the Kampa people who were assembling here prior to pro- 
ceeding to Hazoo. Most of the inliabitants are pure Booteahs ; many of them 
were fine specimens of human build, certainly the finest I saw in Bootan ; they 
were, strange to say, in all cases civil and obliging. 

Cattle were tolerably abundant, principally of that species known in Assam 
by the nam^ of lifcfthan ; they were taken tolerable care of and picketted in the 
village at night ; some, and particularly the bulls, were very fine and very 
gentle. Ponies and mules were not uncommon but not of extraordinary merits. 
Pigs and fowls abundant. v 

The chief communication with the Plains is carried on by their Assamese 
subjects, who are almost entirely Kacharees. They bring up rice and putrid 
dried fiBh and return with bundles of Munjistlia. 

On the 23rd, after taking a farewell of the Soubah, who gave us the 
Dhurma’s blesssing, and, as usual, decorated us with scarfs, we left for Bydang, 
the halting house between Dewangari and Khcgumpa, and distant eight miles 
from the former place. We reached it late in the evening, as we did not start 
until afternoon. We first descended to the Deo Nuddee, which is 8,900 feet 
below the village, and which runs at the bottom of the ravine of which the 
Dewangari ridge forms the southern side, and we continued ascending its bed 
almost entirely throughout the march. The river is of moderate size, scarcely 
fordable, however, in the rains ; it abounds with the fish ' known to the 
Assamese by the name of Bookh, and which are found throughout the moun- 
tain streams of the boundaries of the province. They, like all others, are 
considered sacred, although after the first distrust had worn off the Soubah did 
not object to my fishing. We passed a Lam Gooroo* engaged in building a 
wooden bridge. He was the only instance I met with of a Booteah priest 
making himself useful. He enquired of Captain Pemberton, with much 
condescension, of the welfare of the Goombhaneet and His Lordship the 
Governor General. ^ 

On the 24th left for Khegumpa. The march was almost entirely an uninter- 
rupted ascent, at least until we had reached 7,000 feet, but the actual height 
ascended amounted nearly to 5,000 feet. It commenced at first over sparingly 
wooded grassy hills until an elevation of about 4,000 feet was attained, when 
the Vegetation commenced to change, rhododendrons and some other plants 
of the same natural family making their appearance. Having reached the 


* So are they called from their peculiar sanctity. Lam is a Priest, and Gooroo also a Priest, 
t The East India Company. 
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elevation of 7,000 feet by steep and rugged paths, we continued along ridges 
well clothed with trees literally covered with pendulous mosses and liche ns, 
the whole vegetation being extra-tropical. At one time we wound round a 
huge eminence, the head of which towered several hundred feet abo^ us by a 
narrow rocky path or ridge overhanging deep precipices. And thence we pro- 
ceeded nearly at the same level along ooautiful paths through fine oak woods 
until we reached Khegumpa, the distance to which, although only eleven 
miles, took us the whole day to perform. 

This march was a beautiful as well as an interesting one owing to the 
changes that occurred in the vegetation. It was likewise so varied that, 
although at a most unfavorable season of the year, I gathered no fewer than 
1 30 species in flower or fruit. Rhododendrons of other species than that 
previously mentioned, oaks, chesnuts, maples, violets, primroses, &c., &c., 
occurred. We did not pass any villages nor did wo meet with any signs of in- 
habitants excepting a few pilgrims proceeding to Hazoo. 

Khegumpa itself ip a small village on an exposed site ; it does not con- 
tain more than twelve houses, and the only largo one, which, as usual, be- 
longed to a Lam Gooroo, appeared to be in a ruinous state. The elevation 
is nearly 7,000 feet ; the whole place bore a wintry aspect, the vegetation being 
entirely Northern and almost all the trees having lost their leaves. The cold 
was considerable, although the thermometer did not fall below 46°. The 
scarlet tree — rhododendron common — and the first fir tree occurred in the 
form of a solitary specimen of Pinm excelxa. In the small gardens 
attached to some of the houses I remarked vestiges of the cultivation 
of tobacco and ftobosa.* Tn the valleys, however, surrounding this place 
there seemed to be a good deal of cultivation. Of what nature, dis- 
tance prevented me from ascertaining. 

On the 25th left for Sasee. We commenced by descending gradually until wo 
had passed through a forest of oaks resembling much our well known English 
oak. Then the descent became steep, and continued so for some time, we then 
commenced winding round spurs clothed with humid and sub.- tropical vegeta- 
tion. Continuing at the same elevation we subsequently came on dry open 
ridges covered with rhododendrons. The descent re-commenced on our reach- « 
iug a small temple, about which the long-leaved fir was plentiful, and continued 
without interruption until we reached a small torrent. Crossing this we again 
ascended slightly to descond to the Dimreo River, one of considerable size, but 
fordable. The ascent re-commonced immediately; and continued uninterrupted- 
ly at first through Bapeeal vegetation, then through open rhododendron and 
fir woods until we came close upon Sasee, to which place we descended very 
slightly. This march occupied us the whole day. After leaving the neigh- 
bourhood of Khegumpa we saw no signs of cultivation in the country except 
in some places where wore arid, coarse grasses, long-leaved firs, and rho- 
dodendrons forming the predominating vegetation. We halted at Sasee, which 
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is a ruined village, until the 28th. The little cultivation that exists about it 
is of barley, buck-wheat, and hemp. 

On the 28th we commenced our march by descending steeply and uninter- 
ruptedly^) the bed of the Geeri, a small torrent, along which we found the 
vegetation to be tropical. Ascending thence about 500 feet we descended 
again to the torrent, up the be# of which we proceeded for perhaps a mile. 
The ascent then again commenced and continued until we reached 
Bulphaee. The path was generally narrow running over the much 
decomposed flank of a mountain. It was of such a nature that a slip of any 
sort would in many places have precipitated one several hundred feet. The 
face of the country was very barren, the trees consisting chiefly of firs and 
rhododendrons, both generallynn a stunted state. We reached Bulphaee late in 
the evening : the latter part of the march was very uncomfortable owing to the 
cutting severity of the wind. The vegetation was not interesting until we came 
on a level with Bulphaee, when we came on oaks and some other very Northern 
plants. We were well accommodated in this village, which is a very small one, 
situated in a somewhat sheltered place and elevated 6,800 feet above the sea. 
Tho surrounding mountains arc very -barren on their southern faces, while 
on the northern or sheltered side very fine oak woods occur. The houses 
were in a better order than those at Sasee, and altogether superior to those 
of Khcgumpa. They are covered in with split bamboos, which are secured * 
by rattans, a precaution renderod necessary by the great violence of the 
winds, which at this season blow from the South or South-East. Bulphaee ' 
is a bitterly cold place in the winter and there is scarcely any mode of escap- 
ing from its searching winds. The vegetation is altogether Northern, the 
woods consisting principally of a picturesque oak scarcely ever found under 
an elevation of 6,000 feet. There is one small patch of cultivation thinly 
occupied by abortive turnips or radishes and miserable barley. It was at 
this place that we first heard the very peculiar crows of the Bootan cocks, 
most of which are also afflicted with enormous corns. 

On the 31 8t we resumed our journey, ascending at first a ridge to the 
North-East of Bulphaee until we reached a Pagoda the elevation of which 
proved to be nearly 8,000 ffcet, and still above this rose to the height of about 
10,000 feet a bold, rounded summit covered with brown and low grass. 
Skirting this at about the same level as the Pagoda we came on open downs 
on which small dells tenanted by well defined oak woods were scattered. 
After crossing these downs, which were of inconsiderable extent, we com- 
menced to descend and ©ontinuo doing so until we came to Roongdoong. 
About a third of the way down we passed a village containing about twenty 
houses with the usual appendage of a Lam Gooroo’s residence. And still 
lower we came on a picturesque temple, over which a beautiful weeping 
cypress hung its branches. We likewise passed below this a temple raised 
on a square terraced casement. From this the descent is very steep, until 
a small stream is reached, from which we ascended very slightly to the Castle 
of Roongdoong, in the loftietf part of which we took up our quarters. From 
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the time that we descended after crossing the downs the country had rather 
an imposing aspect, some cultivation being visible here and there. We met 
a good many Kampa pilgrims and one chowry-tailed cow laden with rock 
salt, which appears to be the most frequent burden. 

There ^as more cultivation about Roq^gdoong than other places we had 
yet seen, although even here it was scanty enough. It would appear that 
they grow rioe in the summer, and barley or wheat during the winter, and this 
would seem to be the case in all those places of sufficient altitude where the 
fields were terraced. The elevation of the place is 5,175 feot, yet a few 
orange trees appeared to flourish. This was the highest elevation at which 
we saw these trees living. The ingenuity of the Booteahs was well shown 
here by the novel expedient of placing stones undor the ponies* feet to 
enable them to get at the contents of the mangers. Ponies here appeared 
tolerably well fed ; at least I saw them enjoy one good meal consisting 
of wild tares and the heads of Indian corns which had been previously 
soaked. Besides these*luxuries they were supplied with a slab of rock as a 
rolling stone or scratch-back. Our host, the Dhompa,* who is appointed by 
the Deb himself, was an impudent drunken fellow who presumed amazingly 
on his low rank. Ho was one of the most disagreeable and saucy persons 
we met with in Bootan. 

1st February . — Our march commenced by descending gradually at first 
and then very rapidly to the Dumree Nuddee. Crossing this, which is of 
small size, at the junction of another torrent we wound along the face of the 
mountain fonning the right wall of the ravine. Ascending very gradually 
at the same time we continued thus until we came on the ravine of the 
Monass, which we followed upwards, the path running about 1,000 feet above 
its bed for about two miles, when we reached Benka. We passed two or 
three small villages on the right side of the Dumree and a few others wore 
seen on its left. The country throughout was of a most barren appearance, 
the vegetation consisting of coarse grasses, stunted shrubs, and an occasional 
long-leaved pine. Benka, or, as it is better known, Tazgong, is a small place 
situated on a precipitous spur 1,200 feet, below ^ich on one side the Bhonap 
roars along, and on the other a much smaller torrent. From either side of 
the village one might leap into eternity; it is elevated 3,100 feet above the 
sea. We were lodged in a summer-house of the Soubah about half a mile 
up the torrents, and in which, as it was an open house, and as they kept the 
best room looked up on the score of its being sacred, we were much incom- 
moded by the furious gusts of wind sweeping, as usual, up the ravine. 

The place itself is the Gibraltar of Bootan, consisting of a large square 
residence for the Soubah decorated, in the usual manner, of a few poor houses 
much crowded together, and the defences. These consist of round towers of 
some height and a wall which connects the village with the tower. And on 
the opposite side of. the forest there are other defences of towers and 
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out-houses : all seemed to be in a somewhat ruinous state. A few days after our 
arrival we liad an interview with the Soubah on the open spot in front of our 
residence. On this he had caused to be pitched a small silken pavilion about 
half the size of a sipahee’s • paul. He came in all possible state with about 
thirty armed followers preceded b^iis State band, which consisted of a shrill 
clarionet and a guitar guiltless of sound, a gong, and a bell, ponies, a tartar 
dog, gentlemen of the household, priests, all assisted in forming a long string, 
which advanced in single file. 

He was polite and obliging and maintained his rank better than any other 
of the Soubahs we saw. After the interview, at the end of which presents of 
mortified plaintains, papers of salt, scarfs, and strips of coarse blanket were 
returned, we were treated with music and dancing women, who only differed 
from their compeers of India in being elderly, ugly, very dirty, and poorly 
dressed. The spectators wore then seated on the ground and regaled with rice 
and chong. On his departure the noise exceeded that attending on his advent, 
shrieks and outcries rent the air, the nmsketoons made fearful reports, and in 
fact every one of the followers of sufficiently low rank made as much noise as 
he could. The most curious parts of the ceremony were the manners in which 
they lifted the Stmbah on his pony, the mode in which the ponies’ tails 
were tied up, and the petition of the head of the priests for at least one rupee. 

It was here that we first heard of the deposition of the old Deb and the 
consequent disturbances. 

bth February . — Punctually on the day appointed by the Soubah did we 
leave this place and descended by a precipitous path to the Monass, which we 
crossed by a suspension bridge, the best and largest, 1 suspect, in Bootan. 
The bed of this river, which is of large size (the banks, which are mostly pre- 
cipitous, being sixty or seventy yards asunder) and of great violence, is 1,300 
feet below Banska. Wc then commenced ascending very gradually following up 
the West side of the ravine until we reached Nulka. The march was a very 
short one, the country was perhaps still more barren than any we had hitherto 
seen, scarcely any vegetation but coarse grasses occurring. Near Nulka the 
long-leaved pine re-commet«d. We passed two miserable villages, scarcely 
* excoeded by Nulka, in whicl^ve took up our abode. No cultivation was to be 
seen with the exception of a small field of rice below Nulka. 

6fA February . — We descended to the Monass, above which Nulka iB 
situated 6 or 700 feet, and continued along its right bank for a con- 
siderable time, passing here and there some very romantic spot and one or 
two veiy precipitous places. On reaching a large torrent, the Koollong, we left 
the Monass and ascended the former for a short distance, when we crossed it 
by a wooden bridge. The remainder of the march consisted of on uninterrupted 
ascent up almost barren mountain until we reached Kumna, a small and half 
ruined village 4,300 feet above the sea. 

Little of interest occurred ; we passed a small village consisting of two or 
three houses, and a religious building, and two decent patches of rice cultiva- 
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of the long-leaved fir, which descends frequently as low as 1,800 to 
2,000 feet. We observed two wretched bits of cotton cultivation along the 
Monass. 

7 th February, — Left for Phullung. We ascended at first a few hundred 
feet, and thqji continued winding along at*£ great height above the Koollong 
torrent, whose course we followed, ascending gradually at the same time until 
we reached our halting place. As high as 5,000 feet the Kumna Mountain 
retained its very barren appearance. At that elevation stunted oaks and 
rhododendrons commenced, and at 5,300 feet the country was well covered 
with these trees and the vegetation became entirely Northern. 

Throughout the march many detached houses were visible on the opposite 
bank of the Koollong, and there appeared to be about them a good deal of 
terrace cultivation. On the left side of the torrent two villages were seen, 
both, as usual, in a ruinous state. 

8th ami 9th February . — We were detained partly by snow, partly 
by the non-arrival of "our baggage. On the 9th I ascended to a wood of 
Pinas excelsa , the first one I had noticed, and which occurred about 1,000 
feet above Phullung. The "whole country at similar elevations was covered 
with snow, particularly the downs which we passed after “aving Rulpliaee. 
Tazgong was distinctly visible. The woods were otherwise composed of oaks 
and rhododendrons. At Phullung they were endeavouring to keep alive 
the wild indigo of Assam, a species of Ruellia , but its appearauce showed 
that it was unsuitable to the climate. 

10 th February . — To Tassangseo. We continued through a similar country 
and at a like elevation with the exception of a trifling descent to a small 
nullah, an inconsiderable one, to the Koollong, on the right bank of which, 
and about 500 feet above its bed, Tassangsee is situated. We crossed this 
torrent, which even here is of considerable size and not fordable, by means of 
an ordinary wooden bridge and then ascended to the village. This is con- 
stituted almost, entirely by the Soubah’s house, which is a large quadrangular 
building. On the same side, but several hundred feet above the Soubah’s 
house, there is a tower, and there is also a one on the same level 

and some small religious edifices. We were loaged over the stable. The 1 
country about Tassangsee is picturesque, large woods of Pinus excelsa , 
which here has much the habit of a larch occurring. A few villages are 
visible on the same side of the Koollong and a little cultivation. The 
Soubah was absent at Tongso, to which place he had been summoned 
owing to the disturbances, so that we were relieved from undergoing 
the usual importunities and disagreements between his followers and ours. 
The place is said to be famous for its copper manufactures, such for instance 
as copper cauldrons of large dimensions. But I saw nothing indicating the 
existence of manufactures unless it were a small village bolow the castle and 
on the same side of the Koollong, which looked for all the world like the 
habitation of charcoal burners. A little further up this stream a few small 
flour mills occur. 
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Snow was visible on the heights around, and especially on a lofty ridge 
to the North. We found Tassangsee to be very cold owing to the violent 
South or South-East winds. The thermometer, however, did not fall below 34°, 
its elevation is 5,270 feet, the vegetation entirely Northern, consisting of prim- 
roses, violets, willows, oaks, rhododendrons, pines. Fine specimens of 
weeping cypress occur near this place. 

14 th February . — Resumed our journey, interrupted as usual by the 
non-arrival of our baggage and scarcity of coolies, and proceoded to Sennah. We 
descended at first to the torrent which bounds one side of the spur on which 
the castle is built and which falls into the Koollong. The march subsequent- 
ly became a gradual and continued ascent, chiefly along its bed. We crossed 
two small torrents by means of rude flat wooden bridge and passed two or 
three deserted villages. Snow became plentiful as we approached Sennah. 
This we found to be a ruined village only containing one habitable house. 
It is situated on aii open sward surrounded with rich woods of oaks and 
rhododendrons, yews, bamboos, &c. Its elevation is v6ry nearly 8,000 feet. 

15 th February. — We started at the break of day, as we had been told 
that the march was a long and a difficult one. * We proceeded at first over 
undulating groutSr either over swardy spots or through romantic lanes. We 
then ascended an open grassy knoll, after passing which we came on to the deep 
snow. The ascent continued steep and uninterrupted until we reached the 
summit of a ridge 11,000 feet high. Although we had been told that each^ 
ascent was the lost, we found that another ridge was before us still steeper than 
the preceding one, and it was late in the day before we reached its summit, 
which was found to be nearly 12,500 feet. Above 9,500 feet, the height of 
the summit of the grassy knoll before alluded to, the snow* was deep ; above 
10,000 feet all the trees were covered with hoar-frost, and icicles were by no 
means uncommon. The appearance of the black pines, which we always met 
with at great elevation, was rendered very striking by the hoar-frost. Every 
thing looked desolate, scarce a flower was to be seen, and the occasional fall of 
hail and sleet added to the universal gloom. The descent from the ridge was 
for the first 1,500 foot, ^^Jiereabouts, most steep, chiefly down zigzag paths 
that had been built up the races of precipices, and the ground was so slippery, 
the Burface snow being frozen into ice, that falls were very frequent, but 
happily not attended with injury. 

It then became less steep, the path running along swardy ridges or 
through woods. In the evening I came on the coolies, who had halted at a 
place evidently often used for that purpose, and who positively refused to proceed 
a single step farther. But as Captain Pemberton and Lieutenant Blake had 
proceeded on I determined on following them, hoping that my departure would 
stimulate the coolies to further exertions. After passing over about a mile 
of open swardy ground I found myself benighted on the borders of a wood, 
into winch I plunged in the hopes of meeting my companions. After 
proceeding for about half au hour, slipping, sliding, and falling in all imagin- 
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been plainly informed that I was a blockhead by a hurkara, who, as long 
as it was light, professed to follow me to the death — Master go on and 1 
will follow thee to the last gasp with love and loyalty — I thought it best 
to attempt returning and after considerable difficulty succeeded in reaching 
the coolies at 8£ p. m., wheo 1 spread my bedding under a tree too glad tc 
find one source of comfort. 

I resumed the march early next morning and overtook my companions 
about a mile beyond the furthest -point I had reached, and, as I expected, 
found that they had passed the night in great discomfort. Wo soon found 
how impossible it would have been for the coolies to have proceeded at night, 
as the ground was so excessively slippery from the half melted snow and 
from its clayey nature that it was much as they could do to keep their legs 
in open day-light. We continued descending uninterruptedly, and almost 
entirely, through the same wood until we reached Singe at a. m. The 
total distance of the march was fifteen miles, the greatest amount of ascent 
was about 4,500 feet, # of descent 6,100 feet. We remained at Singe up 
to the 18th, at which time some coolies still remained ^hind. This 
village, which is 6,330 feet above the sea, is of moderate size, coSaining about 
twelve houses. In the best of these we were lodged, ^nd it really was 
a good house and the best by far we were accommodated with while in 
Bootan. 

On the night of the 17th snow fell all around though not within 1,000 
feet of Singe. The comparative mildness of the climate here was otherwise 
indicated by the abundance of rice cultivation aboi* and below it. It stands 
on the border of the wooded and grassy tracts so well marked in the interior 
of Bootan, at least in this direction and about midway or the left side of a 
very deep ravine drained by t^ River Koorsee. On both sides of this 
villages were plentiful. On the opposite or western side alone I counted 
about twenty. About all these is much cultivation of rice and wheat, the 
surface of the earth ^kere untilled being covered with grassy vegetation and 
low shrubs. 

18tfA February . — We commenced a steep descent and continued it until 
we came in sight of the River Koorsee, which 4^ot visible from Singe. We 
then turned to the North following the course of the river upwards the path 
running about 800 feet above its head. Thence, after descending another 
ravine drained by a tributary of the Koorsee, we again ascended slightly to 
re-descent to the Koorsee, up the bed of which wo then kept until we came to 
the Khoomur, a considerable torrent, which we crossed about 100 yards from 
its mouth by a wooden bridge. Wijhin quarter - of a mile of this we crossed 
the Koorsee itself by a similar bridge and then ascended gradually along its 
right bank until we reached Lenglung, which place became visible after 
passing the Khoomur. 

After arriving over the Koorsee the country became barren resembling 
mudh tha t about Tazgong, and the only cultivation we passed in this portion 
of/the mar& wets some rice along the bed of that river. 
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The usual delays took place at Lenglung, and as it was the residence of 
a Soubah we suffered the usual inconvenience. We were miserably lodged in 
a small open summer-house of a small ravine and at a short distance from the 
castle, which is a large rather irregular building. 

The village itself is a poor one, most of the inhabitants being quartered 
in the castle. We had an interview with the Soubah in an open place close to 
the village ; it was conducted with much less state than that at Tazgong. 
We found the Soubah to be very young, in fact almost a boy ; he behaved 
civilly and without any pretension ; more of his armed mon were present, and 
the whole number of Booteahs collected to see the show could not have exceeded 
100. We sat in the open air while the Soubah was sheltered by a paltry 
silken canopy. Dancing girls more than ordinarily hideous were in attendance. 

There is but little cultivation about this place, which is 4,520 feet above 
the sea, and the surrounding mountains are very barren. About the village I 
noticed a few stunted sugar-canes, some peach and orange trees, the castor 
oil plants and a betel vine or two. The only fine trees near the place were 
weeping cypresses. The simool also occurs. 

23rd Fmuary . — After the usual annoyances about coolies and ponies we 
loft Lenglung without regret, for it was a most uninteresting place. We 
commenced by an ascent of about 1,000 feet and then continued following the 
course of the Koorsoe downwards. We continued re-tracing our steps until 
we reached Tumachoo, to which place we scarcely descended, and on arriving 
found ourselves opposite Singe, and not more as the crow flies than three 
miles from it. We wore 4old subsequently that there was a direct road 
from Singe to this, which is about the centre of the populous part of 
the country I have mentioned as being visible from Singe. It was quite 
plain that we had been taken so much <^t of our way in order to gratify 
the Soubah by enabling him to present us with some mortified plantains, balls 
of ghee, and dirty salt. The road throughout was good and evidently well 
frequented. At an elevation of about 6,000 feet wo ofcne on open woods of 
somewhat stuntod oaks and rhododendrons, the only well-wooded parts we met 
with being such ravines as afforded exit to water-courses. We passed several 
villages in the latter part ♦ e march, some containing 20 to 30 houses, and 
next with a good deal of cultivation as we traversed that tract, the improved 
appearance of which struck us so much from Singe. 

Tumachoo is an ordinary sized village about 5,000 feet in elevation. We 
were lodged in the Dhompa’s house. I observed that the cattle hero, which 
were Mithans, w r ere kept in farm yards which were better supplied with straw 
than the poor beasts themselves. A few sheep were likewise seen. 

24lA February . — Left for Oonjar ascending at first over sward or through 
a fir wood for about 800 feet when we crossed a ridge and thence descended 
until we came to a small torrent, which we crossed. Hence we ascended 
gradually until we surmounted a ridge 7,300 feet high descending then very 
gradually until we came over Oonjar, to which place we descended by a steep 
bye-path for a few hundred feet. The road was generally good, winding along 
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at a considerable height above the Koorsee, until we finally left it on its turn- 
ing to the south. Singe was in sight nearly the whole day. The features of 
the oountry were precisely the same. At the elevation of 7,300 feet the 
woods became finer, consisting of oaks and rhododendrons, rendered more 
picturesque from being covered with mosses and a grey pendulous lichen, a 
sure indication of considerable elevation. Various temples and monumental 
walls wero passed, and several average sized villages seen in various directions. 
A fine field of peas in full blossom was noticed at 5,500 feet, but otherwise 
little cultivation occurred. Oonjar is a small village at an elevation of 
6,370 feet. 

2 bth February . — Leaving this place we continued winding along nearly at 
the same altitude until we doscendcd to tho river Oonjar, which drains the 
ravine on the right flank of which the village is situated. This river, which is 
of moderate size, is crossed twice within 200 yards. From tho second bridge 
one of the greatest ascents we had yet encountered commenced. It was exces- 
sively steep at first but subsequently l>ecamo more gradual, it only termi- 
nated with our arrival at tho halting place we denominated ^t. Gothard, 
but which is known by tho name of Pccmcc. Its elevation is about 9,700 feet 
and we had asccndod from the bridge as mucli as 4,350 feet. Snow com- 
menced at 7,500 feet and became heavy at 8,500 feet. Peemee was half 
l^ried in it and ornamented with large icicles, it consists of one miserable 
nut. Tliis hut would not have withstood the attacks of another such party 
as ours, for the men made use of its bamboos for fire- wood and the horses and 
mules eat very large portions of it. Our people were put considerably out 
from not considering it proper to use snow-water, the only fluid of tho sort to 
be procured, as there is no spring near. 

26th February . — We continued the ascent through heavy snow ; for the 
first 1,000 feet it was easy enough, but after that increased much in difficulty. 
Great part of tho path was built up tho faces of sheer precipices. About 
noon we passed through the pass of Rodoola, which consists of a gap between 
two rocks barely wide enough to admit a loaded pfony. One of the rocks bore 
the usual slab with the mystic sentence, “ Oom Mani Pameeoom.” There is 
nothing striking in the place, which besides is* ot the highest part of the 
mountain traversed. The elevation was found to be 12,300 feet. Tho 
remainder of the ascent was very gradual, but continued for about 1 \ miles, 
and I consider the actual pass from which we commenced descending to be at 
least 12,600 feet. 

Tho descent was at first very rapid, passing down the bold face of the 
mountain, which was covered entirely with stout shrubby rhododendrons. 
We then descended gradually through a fine wood of the black fir. On 
re-commencing the steep descent we passed over swardy patches surrounded by 
fir woods, and wo continued through similar tracts until within 1,000 feet of 
our halting place, to which we descended over bare sward. 

The march, which was one of 13 miles, lasted nine hours ; the greatest 
ascent was nearly 4,000 feet, the greatest descent nearly 5,000 feet. It was 
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■with great difficulty that many of our followers succeeded in effecting it. With 
tho usual apathy of natives they wanted to remain in a ruined log 
hut at an elevation of 12,500 feet without food to pushing on. Captain 
Pemberton very properly exhorted them all and when once they had passed 
tho snow they re-gajned a good deal of their miserable spirits. The road 
throughout the ascent was buried in snow, the depth of which alone enabled 
us to cross one very bad place where the constructed road appeared to have 
given away and at which most of our ponies had narrow escapes. On the 
descent tho snow became scanty at 9,500 feet, and at 9,000 feet disappeared 
almost entirely, lingering only in those places which throughout the day remain 
obscured in shade. From the summit of Rodoola a brief gleam of sunshine 
gave us a bird’s-eye view of equally lofty ridges running in every direction, all 
covered with heavy snow. 

The vegetation of the ascent was very varied, the woods consisting of 
oaks, rhododendrons, and bamboos up to nearly 11,000 feet. Beyond this 
the chief troo was the black fir, alpine pines, polygonums, a species of 
bhudrah, and many other alpine forms presented themselves in the shape of 
tho withered remains of the previous season of active vegetation. That on 
tho descents was less varied, the trees being nearly limited to three species of 
PimiH, of which the black fir scarcely descended below 1,100 feet, where it 
was succeeded by a more elegant larch-liko species, which I believe is Pin^ 
Smithian a ; this again ceased upwards an altitude of 9,500 feet, when its pla 
was occupied by Finns excelsa , now a familiar form. 

We found Blioomdungtung to occupy a portion of rather a fine valley. 
Tho village is of moderate size, but of immoderate filth, only exceeded in this 
respect by its tenant to whom no other Bootealis could come near in this, as it 
would scorn a necessary qualification of an inhabitant of a cold bleak mountainous 
country. It is situated on the left bank of a good-sized stream. We were 
lodged in the chief house, but were annoyed beyond measure by the smoke 
arising from a contiguous cook-room in which operations were going on day 
and night. Tho valley is not broad, but is two or three miles in length. It is 
surrounded on all sides, but especially to the south and east, by lofty moun- 
tains. The elevation of Bhfcomdungtung is nearly 8,700 feet, and we considered 
it to be tho most desirable spot we had yet met with. 

The valley is for the most part occupied by wheat fields, but the pros- 
pects of a crop appeared to me very faint. Two or three villages occur close 
to Bhoomduugtung. The tillage was better than any we had seen, the fields 
being kept clean, and actually treated with manure, although not of the best 
quality. In a fow instances they were surrounded with stone walls, as were 
the court-yards of all the houses, but more commonly the inroads of cattle 
were considered sufficiently prevented by strewing thorny branches here and 
there. Tho houses were of ordinary structure but of unspeakable filth. With 
the exception of a sombre-looking oak near Bhoomdungtung and some weeping 
willow, the arboreouB vegetation consisting entirely of firs. The shrubby 
vegetation is Northern and so is the herbaceous* but the season for this had not 
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yet arrived. It was here that I first met with the plants called after Mr. James 
Prinsep. The compliment is not in Bootan at least enhanced by any utility 
possessed by the shrub, which is otherwise a thorny dangerous looking species. 
Hore, too, we first saw English looking magpies, larks, and rod-legged crows. 

1st March . — Procoedod to Byagur or Juggur. We wore told that the 
march was a short one and that we should continue throughout down the bed 
of the Tungtchica, the river of Bhoomdungtung ; we found, however, that we 
soon had to leave this and commence ascending. After a second descent to a 
small nullah we encountered a most devious ascent, which continued until we 
surmounted a ridge overlooking Byagur, to which place we descended very 
rapidly. The height of this ridge was 9,950 feet, yet we did not moot with a 
vestige of snow. The distance was fourteen miles. We passed two or three 
small villages, but saw scarcely any vegotation after leaving the valloy. 

The vegetation continued the same, the road traversing cither sward or 
fir woods, consisting entirely of Pinus excclsa. 

The valley in wliich*Byagur is situated is still larger than that of Bhoom- 
dungtung ; it is drained by a largo river, which is crossed by a somewhat dilapi- 
dated wooden bridge. The elevation is about 8,150 feet. The villago so 
called is a moderately-sized one, but of the several others in the valley this is 
one of the most decently inhabited places we met with. The inhabitants aro 
much cleaner than those of Bhoomdungtung. The Soubah was absent at 
Tongso. His castle, which is a very large, irregular, straggling building, situ- 
ated on a hill 500 feet above the Plain, some of its defences or out- works 
reaching nearly to the level of the valley, during the hot weather is 
occupied by Tongso Pillo, on which occasion the Soubah rotires to Bhoom- 
dungtung. 

The cultivation is similar to that of the other valley, but the crops looked 
very unpromising. The soil is by no means rich and the wind excessively bleak. 
Wheat or barley are the only grains cultivated. The mountains which hem 
in this valley are not very lofty. To the north in the back ground perpotual 
snow was visible. To our west was the ridge, which, we were told, wo should 
have to cross, and which in its higher parts could not be less than 12,000 feet. 

4 th March . — We commenced ascending the above ridge almost immedi- 
ately on starting. Surmounting this, which is of an elevation at the part we 
crossed of 1 1,035 foot, we continued for some time at the same level through fine 
open woods of Pinus Smithiana. Having descended rapidly afterwards to a 
small nullah 9,642 feet in elevation, we thence re-ascended slightly to 
descend into the Faisa valley. 

On the east side of the ridge, i. e., that overlooks Byagur, we soon came 
on snow, but none was seen on its western face notwithstanding the great 
elevation. The country was very beautiful, particularly in the higher elevation*. 
The prevailing tree was the Smithian Pine. We sa* scarcely any villages and 
but very little cultivation. Faisa is a good-sized village, it was comparatively 
clean, and the houses were, I think, better than most we had hitherto seen. We 
were lodged in a sort of castle consisting of a large .building with a spacious 
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flagged court-yard surrounded by rows of offices ; the part we occupied fronted 
the entrance, and its superior pretensions were attested by its having an upper 
story. 

I may here advert to the bad taste exhibited in naming objects after 
persons with whom they have no association whatever. As it is not possible for 
all travellers to be consecrated by genera, although this practice is daily becoming 
more common, we should connect their names with such trees as are familiar 
to every European. As we have Pin us Gerardiana and Webidua, so we ought 
to have had Pinus Herbertiana and Moorcroftiana , <fcc. And by so doing on 
meeting with fir trees among the snow clad Himalayas we should not only 
have beautiful objects before us but beautiful and exciting associations of able 
and enduring travellers like Captain Herbert, the most accomplished historian of 
these magnificent mountains : there is nothing living to give him a local habi- 
tation and a name. It will be a duty to me to remedy this neglect, and if I 
have not a sufficiently fine fir tree hitherto undescribed in the Bootan collec- 
tion, I shall change the name of the very finest hithorto found and dignify it 
by the name Herbertiana. 

25th Mag 1839. — There is a good deal of wheat cultivation around the 
village, which is not the only occupant of the valley. This is the highest we 
had yet seen, and is perhaps one of the highest inhabited valleys known as it 
is 9,410 feet above the sea ; it is drained by a small stream, and is of less extent 
than either that of Byagur or Bhoomdungtung. The surrounding hills are 
covered with open fir woods and are of no considerable height. Larks, magpies, 
and red-legged crows continued plentiful, but on leaving this valley we lost 
them. 

5. We proceeded up the valley, keeping along the banks of the stream 
for some time. We then commenced ascending a ridge the top of which we 
reached about noon ; its elevation was 10,930 feet. The descent from this was 
for about 2,500 feet steep and uninterrupted until we reached a small torrent 
at an elevation of 8,473 feet. From this we ascended slightly through thick 
woods of oak until we came on open grassy tract, through which we now gradu- 
ally descended at a great height above the stream which we had left a short 
time before. We continued descending rather more rapidly until wo came to 
a point almost immediately above Tongso and about 1,000 feet above it, and 
from this the descent was excessively steep. 

The distance was 13 miles. On the ascent snow was common from a 
height of 9,000 feet upwards. The vegetation on this or the eastern side 
was in some places similar to that above Byagur. Beautiful fir woods formed 
the chief vegetation, until we came close to the summit, when it changed 
completely to rhododendrons. Both putah, a species of birch, and bamboos 
were common, mixed with a few blaok pines. The woods through which we 
descended were in the higher elevation almost entirely of rhododendrons, and 
lower down chiefly of various species of oak and maple, the former being dry 
and very open, the latter being humid and choked up with underwood. After 
coming on the open grassy country we did not revert to well-wooded tracts. 
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No villages occurred, nor did we see any signs of cultivation after leaving 
the valley of Faisa until we came near Tongso, above which barley fields were 
not uncommon. Tongso, although the second, or at any rate the third place 
in Bootan, is as miserable a place as any body would wish to see. It is 
wretchedly situated in a very narrow ravine drained by a petty stream on the 
tongue of land formed by the entrance of which into tho large torrent 
Mateesam, which flows 1,200 feet below, the castle stands. The village consists 
of a few miserable houses, one of the worst of which was considerately let to 
us; its height is 6,250 feet in altitude. The castle is a large rather imposing 
building, sufficiently straggling to be relieved from heaviness of appearance. 
It is overlooked and indeed almost overhung by some of the nearest mountains 
that it might be knocked down by rolling rocks upon it. It is defended by an 
outwork about 400 feet above the castle. 

The surrounding country is unintoresting, the vegetation consisting 
of a few low shrubs and some grasses ; of the former the most common 
are a species of barbary. No woods can be reached without ascending 
12 or 1,500 feet. 

Barley was the chief cultivation we saw, but the crops alternated with 
rice, which is here cultivated as high as 6,800 feet. In the gardens attached 
to the cottages or rather huts we observed the almond and pear in full blossom ; 
the only other trees were two or three weeping cypresses and willows and a 
solitary poplar. Our reception was by no means agreeable. I was roared to 
most insolently to dismount while descending to the castle, our followers 
were constantly annoyed, and in fact we got no peace until we had an 
interview with tho Pillo on tho 15th. Before tho arrival of this personage, 
who had just succeeded to office, great efforts were made to bring 
about an interview with the ex-Pillo, and stoppage of supplies was actually 
threatened in case of a refusal. The firmness of Captain Pemberton was, 
however, proof against all this. It had been previously arranged that the 
former Pillo, the uncle of the present one, should be admitted at this interview 
on terms of equality ; this kindness on the part of tho nephew being prompted 
probably by the hopes of securing his uncle's presents afterwards. We were 
received with a good deal of state, but the apartment in which the meeting^ 
took place was by no means imposing or even well ornamented. The atten- 
dants wero very numerous, and mostly well dressod, but the effects of this 
were lessened by the admission of an indiscriminate mob. 

We were not admitted, however, into the presence without undergoing 
the ordeals which the low impertinence of many Orientals impose on those 
who wish for access to them. We were much struck with the difference iu 
appearance between the old and new Pillos ; the former was certainly the most 
aristocratic personage we saw in Bootan, the latter a mean looking, bull-necked 
individual. A novel part of the ceremony consisted in the stirring up of a 
large can of Tea and the general recital of prayers over it, after which a 
ladle full was handed to the Pillos who dipped their forefinger iu it and so. 
tasted it, 
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The meeting passed off well and afterwards several less ceremonious and 4 
more friendly meetings took place. We took leave on the 22nd. This interview 
was chiefly occupied in considering the list of presents which the Pillo request- 
ed the British Government would do themselves the favor of sending him. 
He begged most unconscionably, and I thought that the list would never come 
to an end. And he ^as obliging enough to say that anything he might think 
of subsequently would be announced in writing. He was very facetious and 
evidently rejoiced at the idea of securing so many good things at such a trifling 
expense as he had incurred in merely asking for them. Nothing could well 
exceed the discomfort we had to undergo during our tedious Btay at this place. 
Our difficulties were increased subsequently to our arrival by the occurrence 
of unsettled weather, during which we had ample proofs that Bootan houses are 
not always water-proof. We were besides incessantly annoyed with a profu- 
sion of rats, bugs, and fleas. Nor was there a single thing to counterbalance 
all these inconveniences, and we consequently left the place without the shadow 
of a feeling of regret. « 

On the 23rd of March we resumed our journey, and having traversed the 
Court-yard of the castle, wo struck down at once to the Itiver Mateesam by a 
very steep path. 

Having crossed this by a wooden bridge, we gradually ascended, winding 
round the various ridges on the right flank of the ravine of this river. We 
left it when it turned to the southward, in which direction Bagh Dooar was 
visible and continued ascending gradually until we reached Taseeling, seven 
miles from Tongso, and 7,230 feet above the sea. Taseeling consists of a large 
house principally used as a halting place for Chiefs going to and from Poonakh 
and Tongso. The surrounding mountains are rather bare, as indeed is the 
country between it and Tongso. There is some cultivation to be seen around 
it and several villages. As we approached Taseeling open oak and rhododen- 
dron woods occurred. The vegetation near the Mateesam was sub-tropical. 
The road was good, and in one place was built in zigzag up the face of a cliff. 

2±th March . — To Tchingipjee ; we commenced by ascending until we had 
surmounted a ridge about 800 feet above Taseeling. During the remainder 
the march we traversed undulating ground at nearly the same altitude, at 
first through an open country, aftorwards through beautiful oak and magnolia 
woods until we came on the torrent above which we had been ascending since 
leaving the Mateesam. A little farther on we came on the finest temple we had 
seon and situated in a most romantic spot. It stood on a fine patch of sward 
in a gorge of the ravine, the sides of which were covered with beautiful cedar- 
looking pines ; the back-ground was formed by lofty mountains covered with 
heavy snow. 

Following the river upwards for about a mile and a half we reached 
Tchingipjee, which is situated on the right bank of the torrent. The march was 
throughout beautiful, particularly through the forest, which abounded in pictur- 
esque glades. No villages or cultivation was seen. Tchingipjee is perhaps the 
prettiest place we saw in Bootan, Our halting place stood on fine sward, well 
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TOiamentcd with very picturesque oaks and two fine specimens of weeping 
cypress.* The surrounding hills are low, either almost entirely bare or clothed 
with pines. 

The village is of ordinary size and the only one visible in any direction. 
Its elevation is 7,860 feet. There is somo cultivation about it, chiefly of barley 
mixed with radishes. 

27 th March . — We continued following the river upwards, the path running 
generally at a small height above its bed. Having crossed it by a rude wooden 
bridge, we diverged up a tributary stream until we reached a small village. 

We thence continued ascending over easy grassy slopes, here and there par- 
tially wooded until we reached the base of the chief ascent, which is not steep, 
but long, the path running along the margin of a rhododendron and juniper 
wood. The height of its summit is 10,873 feet. Thence to Rydang was an 
uninterrupted and steep descent, the path traversing very beautiful woods of 
rhododendrons, oaks, yews, &c. Snow was still seen lingering in sheltered 
places, at one 10,000 feet. The march throughout was beautiful. In the 
higher elevations the bagh pat was very common. 

~ Besides the village mentioned two temporary ones were seen near the 
base of the great ascent built for the accommodation of the Yaks and their 
herdsmen. Of this curious animal two herds were seen at some distance. Rydang 
is prettily situated towards the bottom of a steep ravine ; its clvation is 6,963 
feet. A few villages occur about it with some barley and wheat cultivation. 

28th March . — We descended directly to the River Gnec, which drains the 
ravine and continued down it sometime, crossing it once. Then diverging up 
a small nullah we commenced an ascent which did not cease until we had reached 
an elevation of 8,374 feet. Continuing for some time at this elevation we 
traversed picturesque oak and rhododendron woods with occasionally swardy 
spots, subsequently descended for a long time until we reached Santagaon. 

Oak and rhododendron woods continued until we approached Santagaon, 
in the direction of which the trees becamo stunted and the country presented 
a barren aspect. Several villages were, however, seen in various directions 
surrounded with cultivation. Santagaon is 6,300 feet above the sea; it is a 
small village, but the houses are better than ordinary. The surrounding 
country, especially to the north, is well cultivated and the villages numerous. 
The country is bare of trees, almost the only ones to be seen are some long- 
leaved firs a short distance below Santagaon and close to a small jheel 
abounding in water fowl. 

29 th March . — From Santagaon we proceeded to Phaen, descending 
immediately to the stream which runs nearly 1,800 feet below our halting 
place. Crossing this as well as a small tributary we encountered a steep 
descent of 1,000 feet. Subsequently we wound along gradually ascending 
at the same time until we reached an inconsiderable ridge above Phaen, to 
which place we descended slightly. The distance . was six miles, the country 
was bare in the extreme, and after crossing the stream above-mentioned 
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villages became rather scanty. Towards tho Flam the earth became of P 
deep red color. 

This place, which is 5,280 feet above the sea, is a small one containing six or 
seven tolerable houses. The country is most uninteresting and uninviting. 
Scarce a tree is to be seen, the little vegetation that docs exist consisting of 
low shrubs. A few villages are scattered about it and there is some rice 
cultivation. 

We were detained here until the 1st of April, in order that wo might repose 
after our fatigues, in reality to enable the Poonakh people to get ready our 
accommodation. Wandipoor,* a well known Castle, situated in tho Chillong 
Pass, is just visible from Phaen, below which it appears to be some 1,200 feet 
and about three miles to tho south-west. Its Zimpen, one of the leading men in 
Bootan, made some ineffectual attempts to take us to Poonakh vid his own castle : 
various were the artifices ho resorted to for this purpose, but he failed in all. 
Among others he sent a messenger to inform us that the Deb and Dhurma were 
both there and very anxious to meet us, and that after tho meeting they 
would conduct us to Poonakh. 

1*£ April . — To Poonakh ; wo descended rather gradually towards the 
Patchoo proceeding at first north-west and then to tho north. On reaching 
the stream, which is of considerable size, we followed it up, chiefly along its banks, 
until we arrived at the capital, no view of which is obtained until it is 
approached very closely. The valley of the Patchoo was throughout the 
march very narrow ; there was a good deal of miserable wheat cultivation in it 
and some villages, all of moderate size. The country continued extremely bare. 
The distance was about eleven miles. Poonakh, the second capital in Bootan, 
the summer residence of a long line of unconquered monarchs, to which 
place wo had been so long looking forward with feelings of delight, although 
the experience of Tongso ought to have taught us better, disappointed all of us 
dreadfully. For, in the first place, I saw a miserable village promising little 
comfort as respects acommodation, and one glance at the surrounding country 
satisfied me that little was to be obtained in any branch of Natural History. 
For a narrow, utterly barren valley, hemmed in barren hills on which no 
^arboreous vegetation was to be seen, except at considerable elevation, gave no 
groat promise of botanical success. 

On reaching the quarters which had been provided for us, and which were 
situated in front of the palace, we were much struck with the want of care 
and consideration that had been shown, particularly after the very long notice 
the Booteahs had received of our coming and the pressing invitations sent to 
meet us. These quarters had evidently been stables, and consisted of a square 
endosuro surrounded by low mud walls ; above the stalls small recesses scarcely 
bigger than the boxes which are so erroneously called a man's long home, had 
been made for our special lodgment. That of the Hazoor, Captain Pemberton, 
was somewhat larger, but still very much confined, having added to thes^ a 
roof formed of single mats, an oppressive sun, and a profusion of every 
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description of vermin. Captain Pemberton determined on renting quarters in 
the village, and this, owing to his liberality, was soon accomplished, and from 
the two hcmses we occupied did we alone obtain comfort among the^numerous 
annoyances we were doomed to experience during our lengthened stay. 

The Capital of Bootan is for pre-eminence miserable ; the city itself con- 
sists of some twelve or fifteen houses, half of which are on the left bank of 
the river, and two-thirds of which are completely ruinous, and the best of these 
capital houses were far worse than those at Phaen or Sautagaon, &c. 
Around the city within a distance of quarter of a mile three or four other 
villages occur, all bearing the stamp of poverty and the marks of oppression. 
The palace is situated on a flat tongue of land formed by the confluence of 
the Matchoo and Patchoo Rivers. To the West it is quite close to the West 
boundary of the valley, the river alone intervening. It is a very large build- 
ing, but too uniform and too heavy to be imposing ; it is upwards of 200 yards 
in length, by perhaps eighty in breadth. Its regal nature is attested by the 
central tower and several coppered roofs. 

The only cheering objects visible in this capital are the glorious Himalayas 
to the North, and a Gy long village twelve to fifteen hundred feet above the 
palace to the West. Elsewhere all is dreary, desolate looking, and hot. During 
the first few days of our stay, and indeed until our interview with the Deb, we 
were much annoyed by the intruding impertinence and blind obstinacy of his 
followers. They were continually causing disputes either with the sentries or 
our immediate followers, and it was only by repeated messages to the palace, 
stating the probable consequence of such a system of annoyance, that Captain 
Pemberton succeeded in obtaining any respite. After many delays we were 
admitted to the Deb’s presence on the 9th. Leaving our ponies we crossed 
the bridge built over the Patchoo, which was lined with guards and defended 
by some large wretchedly constructed wall-pieces. We then entered a 
paved yard and thence ascended by some most inconvenient stairs to 
the palace, the entrance to which was guardod by a few household 
troops dressed in « scarlet broad-cloth. We then crossed the north 
quadrangle of the palace, which is surrounded with galleries and apartmonts, 
and was crowded with eager spectators, and ascending some still more* 
inconvenient or even dangerous stairs reached a gallery along which we 
proceeded to the Deb’s receiving room, which is on the west face of the 
palace. At the door of this the usual delays took place, these people 
supposing that their importance is enhanced by the length of delay they can 
manage to make visitors submit. The Deb, who was an ordinary-looking man 
in good condition, received us graciously and actually got up and reoeived his 
Lordship’s letter standing. The UBual conversation then took place by means 
of interpreting, and the Deb having received his presents and presented us 
with usual plantains, ghee, and some walnuts, dismissed us. And this was 
tl^first and last time I had the honor of seeing him, as I was indisposed at 
thetime of our leaving to return. The room was a good-sized one, but rather 
low : it was supported by well ornamented pillars tastefully hung with scarfs and 
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embroidered silks. The most amusing part of the ceremony was that exhibited 
by the Accountant-General’s Department, who were employed in counting and 
arranging cowrie shells, really emblematic of the riches of the»Kihgdom, 
apparently with no other aim than to re-count and arrange them, yet they 
were busily engaged in writing the accounts. A day or two after, our 
interview with the Dhurma took place ; he received us in an upper room of 
the quadrangular central tower. When we were in his presence we remained 
standing in compliment to his religious character. The Dhurma Raja is a 
boy of eight or ten years old and good looking, particularly when the looks 
of his father, the Tongso Pillo, are taken into consideration. He sat in a small 
recess, lighted chiefly with lamps, and was prompted by a very venerable- 
looking grey-headed priest. He had fewer attendants and his room was less 
richly ornamented than that of the Deb. Around the room sat priests busily 
employed in muttering charmed sentences from handsome gilt lettered black 
books, which reminded me of those used in Burmah. Very few of our ^ 
attendants saw either of the Rajas, and it was prohibited that any one should 
presume to enter the Dhurma’s presence empty-handed. To some of the 
Sipahees who were anxious to see him his confidential advisers said, give 
4 Rupees, come into the quadrangle under the Dhurma’s window, and then you 
may see him or you may not seo him ; I will not be answerable for any 
thing but receiving the 4 Rupees. During our protracted stay at this place 
nothing particularly worthy of notice occurred. Intrigues seemed to be con- 
stantly going on and the trial of temper on the part of Captain Pemberton 
must have been very great. It was, however, soon evident that no business 
could be transacted with a Booteah Government without being enabled first 
to enforce abundant fear and consequently any amount of agreement from 
them. Messages to and from them passed continually, the bearer being a very 
great rascal in the shape of the Deb’s Bengal Mohurir. Thus he would < 5 ome 
and appoint the next day for meeting, then he would return and fix the 
place for the meeting, then he would return and say, that such a plaoe was 
better than such a place. As evening drew near ha would come and say 
unless you agree to such and such there will be no meeting, and after 
^-bearing a message that no charge in this respect would be made, he would 
make his apparence and say all the ministers were sick and so could not meet. 

My only amusement out of doors was a morning walk up or down the 
valley. I was prompted to this chiefly by the pangs of hunger, as the Booteah 
supplies were very short, and wild pigeons afforded me at least some relief. 
During the day I examined such objects as my collectors brought in, for it was 
too hot to think of being out after 9 a. m. I also had a few Booteah patients, 
most of whom were labouring under aggravated forms of venereal. 

The climate of Poonakh has but little to recommend it, and in fact 
nothing if viewed in comparison with the other places we had seen in Boo tan. 
The greatest annoyance existed in the powerful winds blowing constantly 
throughout the day up the valley and which were often loaded with clouds 
of dust. ¥ 
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The mean temperature of April may be considered as 71®. The maxi- 
mum heat observed was 83°, the minimum 64°. The mean temperature of 
the first week of May was 75° 3', the maximum 80°, and the minimum 70°. 

The cultivation in the valley, the soil of which soems very poor, con- 
taining a large proportion of mica, was during our Btay limited to wheat and 
buck-wheat, * but scarcely any of the former seemed likely to come to 
ear. Ground was preparing for the reception of rice which is sown and 
planted in the usual manner. Crops just sown are immediately eaten up by 
the swarms of sacred pigeons that reside in the palace, so that husbandry is 
by no means profitable, more especially as there are other means of providing 
for the crops, such as they may be. Thus we saw several small fields, amount- 
ing perhaps to an acre in extent, cut down to provide fodder for some ponies 
that had lately shared in a religious excursion to Wandipoor. 

Cattle are not frequent. There were some pigs. The fowls were of the 
^ most miserable description and very scarce. In spite of offers of purchase and 
plenty of promises we wero throughout allowed three a day, and they were 
rather smaller than the pigeons. Towards the latter part of our stay rice 
became bad and scarce. We saw nothing indicating any degree of trade worth 
mentioning. Parties changing their residence frequently passed through from 
the north-east generally accompanied by ponies, whose most common burdens 
appeared to be salt. No direct intercourse appeared to exist with Thibet, as 
even the Tea, whioh they consume in large quantities, is said to come from 
the Paro Pillo. 

There are a great number of Assamese slaves about Poonakh ; indoed all the 
agricultural work as well as that of beasts of burden appears to devolve upon 
these unfortunate creatures who are miserably provided for, and perhaps 
dirtier than a genuine Booteah himself. During my morning walks I was 
almost daily entreated for protection. In one case only, and in this by the 
merest accident, was Captain Pemberton enabled to get suoh evidence as 
authorized him to claim a man as entitled to British protection. Connected 
with thin case is an act of black treachery to which I shall hereafter refer. 
We stopt so long here, and we had daily so many instances proving that no 
confidence could be placed on anything ooming from the palace, that I began at^ 
last to despair of getting away. The old Deb was very anxious to see us, and 
the new Deb still more anxious that we should accompany him when he loft 
Poo nakh , in the hope that the presence of the Mission would be advantageous 
to him. • 

It was entirely owing to the firmness of Captain Pemberton that we were 
enabled to avoid such a disagreeable meeting, and the Deb, feeling at last con- 
vinced tha t Ids views could not be carried into effect, gave orders for getting 
rid of us as speedily as possible, and on the 9th May at mom we left Poonakh, 
the most uninviting place I have ever seen in a hilly country. On the mom- 
in^of the same day there was a demonstration in the palace of great boldness, 
the roof of the northern side was covered with troops who shouted, fired, and 
waved banners* In this bold manner docs this bold people strike terror into 
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the hearts of enemies, the nearest of whom were eight or nine miles off. We 
crossed both bridges of the palace without any interruption or annoyance, at 
which I was most agreeably surprised, and then gradually ascended the right 
flank of the valley following the course of the united Rivers Patchoo and Matchoo. 
We proceeded in this direction for some time until we came on a ravine 
affording an outlet to a tributary of the Poonakh River, this, which we then 
followed, gradually descending through fir woods until we reached the torrent. 
Crossing this, which is a small one, we commenced the ascent to Telagong, 
which we soon reached. We were lodged in the castle, which is in the hands 
of the old Deb's followers, and who threatened to fight very hard. The eleva- 
tion is about 5,600 feet, and it is situated towards the base of a very 
steep mountain, which we crossed next day. It is somewhat ruinous, 
but might even in Booteah hands make a stout defence against a Booteah 
force. 

The march was a moderate one up to the ravine, the country had the^ 
same barren aspect, but on changing our direction «we came on fir woods. 
About Telagong the country is well-wooded chiefly with oaks, and the vegeta- 
tion is considerably varied. Near the torrent we met with a village or two 
and a little cultivation, chiefly of buck- wheat. 

1C Hk April . — We descended to a small nullah just below the castle, and then 
commenced an ascent which lasted for three or four hours, and which was 
generally moderately steep. On surrounding the ridge, which was of an 
elevation of about 1,000 feet, we commenced an uninterrupted descent 
along the course of a small torrent, the path being well diversified with 
wood and glade, until we reached Woollakha,' distant 14£ miles from 
Telagong, about 1,200 feet. Above this we came on rather fine wheat culti- 
vation among which two or threo vilLiges were situated. Above this elevation 
again we came on fine woods of oaks and yews diversified with swardy spots, 
and on reaching the summit of the ridge on an open sward, and beautiful 
rhododendron, birch, and juniper woods, in fact the vegetation altogether 
was very rich, and the first spring vegetation we had yet met with. 
Gooseberries were common from 9,000 feet upwards. Euphorbias, primroses, 
^jsaxifagus, clematises, anemones, rannunculuses, &c., were some among the 
many European forms that I mot with on this march. Near the summit on 
the descent a genuine larch was observed, and lower down two species of poplar 
very common. The scenery was generally very beautiful. We passed a 
delightfully situated Gylong village not much rffcow the summit, and near 
Woollakha saw Simtoka, a rather large square building belonging to the Deb 
Raja situated two or three hundred feet above our road. 

Woollakha is a good-sized village, and the houses are very good ; it is 
dose to the river Teemboo, which drains Tassisudon valley, a continuation of 
this one, and only a few miles distant to the north. There are several villages 
around it and a good deal of cultivation of alternating crops of barley, wheat, 
and rice. The valley, if indeed it can be called so, for it is very narrow, is 
picturesque enough, although the surrounding hills are not well wooded. The 



OF THE MISSION TO BOOTAN. 


149 


banks of the river, which here flows gently enough, are well ornamented with 
weeping willows. 

11 th April . — We continued our route following the river path generally, 
laying down its bed or close to it, occasionally asoeffding two or three hundred 
feet above it. We he^bd at Lomnoo, an easy maroh, The features of the 
country remained the same until we neared our halting place when woods of 
Pinas excelsa became very common. Roses occurred in profusion and the 
vegetation generally consisted of shrubs, villages were tolerably frequent, and 
the cuckoo* was again heard. 

1 2th April . — To Chupcha. We continued for some time through a pre- 
cisely similar country, still following the river, but generally at some hoight 
above its bed after passing Panga, a small village, at which our conductors 
wished us to halt, although it was only six miles from Lomnoo. We descended 
gradually to the river Teomboo, and continued along it for some time during 
which we passed the remains of a suspension bridge. Leaving the river soon 
afterwards wo encountered such a long ascent that we did not reach Chupcha 
till rather late in the evening, most of the coolies remaining behind. Having 
surmounted the ridgo immediately above Chupcha, and which is about 6,000 
feet in altitude, we descended very rapidly to the village, which is about 600 
feet lower down the face of the mountain. The road was for the most part 
tolerably good in one place ; it was built up along the face of a cliff over- 
hanging the Teemboo. The scenery was throughout pretty, but especially 
before coming on the ascent. Some of the views along the river wore very 
picturesque. 

After passing Panga no villagos were passed, and a small one only was 
seen on the opposite bank of the Toemboo, but up to the above-montionod 
place the country continued tolerably populous. The vegetation, until the 
ascent was commenced, was a good deal like that about Lomnoo, Pinus 
excelsa forming the predominant feature. From the base of the ascent it 
became completely changed, oaks forming the woods, and from 7,500 feet up- 
wards various rhododendrons occurring in profusion mixed with wild currants, 
<fcc. We were detained at Chupcha for two days, at the end of which the last 
coolies had scarcely arrived ; it is ten miles from Lomnoo and sixteen miles frofh 
Panga, and about 8,100 feet in elevation. The greatest ascent, and this too 
after a march of twelve miles, must have been between 2,500 and 3,000 feet. We 
were lodged comfortably Li the castle, although it was not white-washed, nor 
had it the insignia of a b ™ of red ochre ; it is a short distance from the village, 
which again is two or three hundred yards to the west of the direct road. We 
thought Chupcha a delightful place, the scenery is varied, the temperature 
delightful, varying in-doors froom 46 to 52°. The face of the mountain although 
very steep is, about the castle, well cultivated ; the crops, which were of six-rowed 
barley, were veiy luxuriant, and certainly the finest we ever saw in the country. 


* The first time 1 heard this bird was about Poonakh. Although in plumage it differs a good 
deal from the bird bo well known in Europe, yet its voice is precisely similar. 
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The red-legged orow recurred here. During our stay I ascended the ridge 
immediately above the castle passing through a very large village of Gylongs 
elevated at least 9,000 feet. This village was the largest 1 saw in Bootan, and 
was ornamented with a pretty religious building surrounded by junipers 
and more decorated than such edifices usually are.^Dp to the village the 
path passed through beautiful woods of Pinus exccha , above it I came 
on open sward, whioh continued on the south face up to the very 
summit of the ridge, which was nearly 11,000 feet. The north face of the 
mountain was well woofcd, on it rhododendrons, a few black pines, beautiful 
clumps of Pinvk Smitkiana , mountain pears, aoonites, columbines, saxi- 
fagus, primrose were found in abundance. The southern face was decorated 
with a pretty yellow anemone. From the ridge still loftier ones were 
visible in every direction, all of which were covered with snow, which lightly 
sprinkled the mountain on which I stood some hundred feet above me. At 
This season snow scarcely remains for a day under 11,000 feet, except in very 
sheltered situations. c 

15th April. — I left Chupcha with much regret ; we descended by a pre- 
cipitous path to a torrent . about 1,800 feet below the castle. Crossing this we 
ascended gradually until we came on the ravine of the Teemboo, at which point 
there is a small Pagoda visible from Chupcha. We then turned Southwards 
and continued for % long time at nearly the same level, passing a small village, 
Punnugga, 3 or 400 feet below us, and in which Captain Turner had halted on 
his ascent. The descent to Chuka was long and gradual, becoming tolerably 
steep as we approached it. We reached the Teembo by a miserable road 
about half a mile from Chuka castle, which occupies a small eminence in what 
has once been the bed of the river. 

The march was seventeen miles, the road in many places was very bad 
and scarcely passable for loaded ponies. The scenery was frequently delight- 
ful and was in the height of spring luxuriance. The hills bounding the ravine 
of Teemboo continued very high until we reached Chuka ; they were well diver- 
sified, particularly at some height above us, with sward and glade, and richly 
ornamented with fine oaks, rhododendrons, cedar-like pines and Pinus excelsa. 
Water was most abundant throughout the march, and at such places the vege- 
tation was indescribably rich and luxuriant. 

No village besides that of Punnugga was passed or seen, nor did I observe 
any cultivation. I was much impeded by droves of cattle passing into the 
interior, for the road was frequently so narrow, mcKhe mountains on which it 
was formed so steep, that 1 was obliged to wait quietly until all had passed. 
These cattle were of a different breed from those hitherto seen in Bootan, 
approaching in appearance the common cattle of the Plains, than which, how- 
ever, they were much finer and larger. We were sufficiently well accommo- 
dated in the Castle of Chuka, which is as bare of ornament as its neighbour of 
Chupcha ; it is a place of some strength against Forces unprovided with artillery, 
and commands the pass into the interior very completely. There is a miser- 
able village near it and several trees of the Ficus elastica . 
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1 6tk April , — To Murichom. We descended to the Teemboo, which runs 
some fifty feet below the castle, and crossed it by a suspension bridge, of which 
a figure has been given hy Captain Turner ; it is very inferior in size and con- 
struction to that of Tazgong, although unlike that it is flat at the bottom. 
We continued following the Teemboo winding gradually up its right bank 
chiefly through rather heavy jungle, and descending subsequently about 600 
feet to its bed by a dreadfully dangerous path built up the face of a huge 
cliff. We continued along it until we crossed a small torrent at its junction 
with the large river and then ascended gradually follIlKng the ravine of this 
humid jungle. As we approached Murichom we left the Teemboo a little 
to our left and continued through a heavily-wooded country. Before 
ascending finally to Murichom wo descended twice to cross torrents. We 
reached Murichom late in the evening, the distance being eighteen miles. 

No villages were seen until we came in sight of Murichom. The moui 
tains were much decreased in height and clothed with dense black jungle, 
passed two water-fallsf both on the left bank of the Teemboo, the one most to 
the South being the Minza-peeza of Turner ; neither of them appeared parti- 
cularly worthy of notice. The vegetation had almost completely changed, it 
partook largely of the sub-tropical character, scarcely a single European 
form being met. The road was absolutely villanous,* it was very narrow, fre- 
quently reduced to a mere ledge, and painful owing to the sharp projection of 
the limestone, the prevailing rock of this part of the country. Murichom 
is a small village rather more than 4,000 feet above the sea ; the houses, 
which are about eight or ten in number, are thatched It is prettily situated, 
there is a little cultivation of wheat and maize about it ; although at consi- 
derable an elevation most of the plants were similar to those of 
Assam. 

17th April . — Leaving Murichom we descended rapidly to a small torrent 
from which we re-ascended until we had re-gained the level of Murichom. 
The path then wound along through heavily wooded country at an elevation of 
4,000 to 4,200 feet. We continued this throughout the day. At 5 p. m. finding 
that the coolies were commencing to stop behind, and failing in getting any 
information of my companions, I returned about one and a half mile to the smalt 
Village of Gygoogoo, which is 300 feet below the path and not visible from it. 
It is a miserable village of three or four bamboo huts. We had previously 
passed another and much better village, but as this was only six miles from 
Murichom, Captain Pembefton determined on pushing on. 

18«& April . — I proceeded to Buxa, the path was somewhat improved and 
the ascent gradual until a rjdge of an elevation of about 5,500 feet was sur- 
mounted, from which the descent of Buxa is steep and uninterrupted. This 
place is seen from a ridge about 1,200 feet above it. I reached it between 9 
and 10 a. M. and found that my companions had reached it late on the 

* Bach is the nature of the path from Chuka to the Plains, although it is the great thoroughfare 
between both Capitals and Rungpore, that either the trade of Bootan with that place must be much 
exaggerated, or some other road must exist between these two points. 
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preceding evening, having accomplished a march of twenty miles in one day. 
Scarcely any coolies had arrived, however, when I reached it. The features 
of the country remained the same, the whole face being covered with dense 
blaok-looking forests. Even on the ridge, which must have been between 
5,000 to 5,500 feet in elevation, scarcely any change took place. As I 
descended to Buxa vegetation became more and more tropical, and on reaching 
it found myself surrounded with plants common in many parts of the Plains of 
Assam.* 

Buxa is rather a piSfey place, about 2,000 feet above the sea. The only 
decent house on it is that of the Soubah, who is of inferior rank. The huts 
are of the ordinary description and do not exceed twelve in number. The 
Soubah ’s house, with some of those of Bengal Officers, occupy a low rising 
ground in the centre of the pass, which is divided from the hills on cither side 
^>y a small torrent. 

A view of the Plains is obtainable from this place. 

Captain Pemberton left Buxa a day before I did, but I was detained 
behind for coolies, none of whom had yet arrived. On the following day I 
re-joined him at Chichacotta. The descent to the Plains is steep at first and 
commences about quarter of a mile from Buxa. On reaching the foot of the 
steep portion a halting place called Minagoung is passed, at which place all 
bullocks which are here used as beasts of burden are relieved of their burdens 
if bound to Buxa, or provided with them if bound for the Plains. The descent 
from this place is very gradual and scarcely appreciable, the path was good and 
bore appearances of being tolerably well frequented, it passed throughout 
through a rather open forest, low grasses forming the under plants. The 
Plains were not reached for Boveral miles ; indeed the descent was so gradual 
that the boundaries of the Hills and those of the Plains were but ill-dcfin&d. 
At last, however, the usual Assam features of vast expanses of grassy vege- 
tation, interrupted here and there with strips of jungle, presented themselves. 
The country is very low, entirely inundated during the rains, and almost 
entirely uninhabited. S&1 occurred towards that which may be considered 
the Toorai of these parts, but the trees wore of no size. Chichacotta is 
eighteen miles from Buxa, it is situated on a grassy plain, it is small and 
miserably stockaded, nor is there any appearance about the place indicative 
of oonrfort or security. 

To Koolta. We continued through nearly a desolate country overrun 
with coarse grasses, until we came on the river, which is of considerable 
width, but fordable. Wfe now found ourselves in the Cooch Bellas Territory and 
were much struck with the contrast between its jichly cultivated state and 
the absolutely desolate state of that belonging to Bootan. We continued 
traversing a higlily fertile country teeming with population until we reached 
those uncultivated portions of Assam that are so frequent in the immediate 
vicinity of the Berhampooter. 


a Plantains, Jacks. Mangoes, Figs, Oranges, Ac., are found about the HHs of Buxa. 
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Our marches to Rangamutty wore as follows : — 

From Bullumpore to Kuldhooba, Kuldhooba to Burrumdunger, Burrum- 
dunger to Rangamutty. At Rangamutty, where we received every civility 
from the Bhoorawur, we took boat to Gowalparah. 

Beyond this it is scarcely necessaj^r to trace our progress. I have only to 
add that only one death occurred during the time the Mission was absont. 


Part II. * 

Remarks on the nature of the country , especially its vegetation , boundaries , and 
divisions — its government , population , sects , character, customs , manners , and diet — 
political relations . 

The following remarks suggested themselves to me during the bird’s-eye 
view I had of Bootan ; tlieir superficiality is only to be excused by the shortness 
of my stay, the want of proper interpreters, the jealousy of the Bootcahs, and 
extreme mendacity of such of their Bengal subjects, from whom, in my total 
ignorance of the Booteah Language, information was alone to be expected. And 
as I had daily opportunities of seeing the constancy with which the head of the 
Mission amassed all availably information, I contented myself with remarking 
on external rather than internal objects, on the face of nature rather than on 
that of men. Bootan, I need scarcely observe, is a mountainous country 
forming a considerable part of the most magnificent chain of mountains in the 
universe ; in it are to be found all degrees of elevation from 1 ,000 to 2f>,000 
feet. In its extent it is rather more limited than was supposed, since Captain 
Pemberton has ascertained that the country to the eastward, which is ruled by 
the Towang Rajah, is directly dependent on, and forms a portion of, the Lliassa 
government. 

The boundaries of the country are Thibet to the North ; the Plains of 
Assam and Bengal to the South ; Sikhim to the West, and the Kampa country to 
the East. Its greatest breadth will hence be about 90, and its greatest length 
about 210 miles. 

The physical aspect of this country, so far as regards its most essential 
point- -mountains — presents perhaps but little deviation from that of othdf 
parts of the great Himalayan chain ; but on this point I am unable to give 
any information. Every variety of surface was met with from bluff-headed 
to peaked highly angular summits. In some places the paths were built up the 
naked faces of precipices, in others very considerable elevations might be attained 
by very gradual ascents over a sufficiently practicable country. The two most 
rugged and most peaked were, as might be expected, the two highest — Dongdola 
and Rodola; the others, which generally averaged 10,500 feet, were very easy. Of 
the rivers, which are in all cases mere mountain torrents, nothing need be said. 
The largest we saw was the Monass, which forma the principal drain of the 
Eastern portion of Bootan. No lakes appear to occur. There is below Santagaon 
a jheel of small extent, but it is of no depth and does not derive its presence 
from springs or the embouchure of small tributaries. It abounded with 
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“Water fowl, and was choked up 'with sedges and a plant belonging to the family 
Hydropeltidce , hitherto not, I believe, found in India. Neither is Bootan a coun- 
try of valleys ; in fact, with the exception of those of Bhoomdungtung, Byagur, 
and Jaisa, we saw none worthy of bearing the name. That of Poonakh 
owes its existence to the vagaries of th^lriver, as its only level part has obvi- 
ously at some previous time formed part of its bed. The three valleys otherwise 
mentioned are, if viewed in comparison with other valleys situated in similarly 
mountainous countries, perfectly insignificant, for they consist of a gentle slope 
from the bases of the contiguous hills to the bed of the draining stream. The 
vall 9 y of Tassisudon is probably of like extent with that of Poonakh, but 
Tutner’s accounts are so little to be relied on that even in a simple matter like 
this no just conclusion is to be formed. I have only to add that the three 
valleys are represented as being close to some of the passes into Thibet This 
alone is perhaps sufficient to account for their great elevation. 

Hot springs occur one day’s journey from Poonakh, and appear to be the 
resort of many invalids, victims to the most frequent disease — lues venerea. From 
specimens procured by our guide, Chillong Soubali, there must be at least two 
springs, of one the water is of a yellowish tint and highly sulphureous, that of 
the other is limpid and possesses no sensible properties. I did not hear of the 
existence of such springs elsewhere. Of the climate, which is necessarily so 
varied, it would be useless to attempt to givo an account. Indeed, the only two 
places of the climate of which the mean could be given for even one month are 
Ton^go and Poonakh. The mean for the month of March at Tongso may be 
estimated at 56° 3', the maximum heat between the Gth and 21st instant 
being 63°, and the minimum 51°. 1 have elsewhere stated the results of the 

observations made at Poonakh. Throughout the barren portions of the country, 
which are so generally limited to inconsiderable elevations, the heat must no 
doubt be great during the summer months. At Poonakh in April the sun was 
found very incommoding after 9 a. m., and as a proof of the heat at such eleva- 
tions as 7,000 feet in some places I may re-advert to the culture of rice at and 
above Tongso. The ravines are, however, very narrow about this place, and the 
faces of the mountain on which the cultivation occurred had a western aspect. 
u In very many places, however, more abstracted from the influence of a 
radiated heat, delightful climates may be found. It is curious, though not 
singular, that the best situations were always found occupied by Gylong villages. 
Considerable elevation is, in addition to other minor causes, requisite, at least for 
a Booteah, during the Bummer months. Thus the Gylong villages were rarely 
seen under 8,000 feet and oftener about 9,000 feet, and the Chiefs find 
a summer change of residence necessary, during whioh they repair to eleva- 
tions varying from 7,000 to 9,000 feet. 

The change in the Deb’s residence from Poonakh to Tassisudon in the 
summer and vice verad in the winter is to be accounted for, especially the latter 
change, on principles of equalization. That is, the ryots about the one place 
are obstinate enough to refuse supplies for more than six months; such at least 
was the storv heard by us, although it is rendered doubtful by the total 
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want of regard evinced by the rulers of the land for the interests of 
their subjects. The most delightful climate we experienced was that of May at 
Chupcha, which is situated on the steep face of a mountain with a south-west 
aspect. Yet the temperature ranged from 46° to 51°. A week afterwards and 
we were exposed to the unmitigated fierceness of a Bengal sun at the hottest 
time of the year. 

The most disagreeable part of the climate of Bootan exists in the 
violence of the winds, more particularly in the valleys. The direction of 
these winds, which are very gusty, is invariably up the ravines or contrary 
to the course of the draining torrents, no matter what direction these may 
have ; the winds therefore are dependent upon local circumstances, as might 
bo expected from the dryness of the soil and its effects on vegetation. 
The winds are more violent throughout the lower tracts than elsewhere, and 
as in many of these places they arc enabled to supply themselves with dust, 
they often became very positively disagreeable and formed no inconsiderable 
part of the annoyance we were subjected to during our residence at Poo- 
nakh. These partial winds* are frequently so violent as to unroof the houses ; 
it must be remembered, however, that the roofs are generally mere shingles, 
kept in their places by large stones. During our stay at Poonakh tho regal 
or sacred part of the roof was blown off ; the clattering that ensued from the 
falling of the copper plates, mixed with the noise of the shingles and stones 
of other parts of the palace, was very great. A deputation was immediately 
sent from the palace to request that we would fire off no more guns ne«L the 
palace, and we found out afterwards that we were looked upon with^^rery 
suspicious eye. 

We were not much incommoded with rain, neither should I consider it to 
bo abundant throughout the lower elevations, at least no part of the vegetation 
I saw in such tracts seemed to indicate even a small amount of moisture. We 
were only once delayed by snow and on our return enjoyed uninterrupted fiuc 
weather until we reachd Buxa, where, as might be expected from its proximity 
to the Plains and the season, the weather was unsettled. As regards quantity of 
vegetation Bootan exhibits, it appears to me, considerable peculiarities. In the 
other parts of the Himalayan Chain I have seen, and generally throughout 
India, the bases and lower portions of the mountains are the most thickly 
wooded, and it is generally a tolerably certain indication of elevation when 
less wooded tracts are met with. But in Bootan not only is the vegetation of 
the lower ranges contiguous to the Plains unusually scanty throughout a con- 
siderable part of their extent, but throughout the interior it is generally abso- 
lutely barren within certain elevations. This scantiness at the base of the 
mountains is perhaps at its maximum due north from Gowhatty, in which 
direction the vegetation is almost entirely gramineous. To the Westward 
it certainly lessens, but even to the North of Rungpore (Bengal) the woods are 
thin, especially when contrasted with the Toorais of other portions. At the 

* The general winds have, it would appear, the usual direction, that is, they blow from the 
Plains. 
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sAme time the vegetation of the lower ranges is, in this direction, nearly as 
dense as it is elsewhere. Of its extent to the Eastward I have no actual evi- 
dence to offer, but as to the North of Jeypore there is a well defined Toorai, 
arid as to the Eastward again it would appear to again become deficient ; it pro- 
bably is irregular in its distribution and depends consequently on local causes. 

But while there is such difference in the amount of vegetation along the 
tract of the base of the mountains, the vegetation on these up^p an elevation of 

I, 600 — 8,500 feet is uniformly scanty, except to the Westward, in which 
direction, as I have mentioned, they do not differ in absolute amount from the 
well-wooded mountains to be aeon elsewhere. Between Dewangari and Poonakh 
we found that the surface of the interior below 5,000 feet in elevation was uni- 
formly very barren, and after crossing the ridge above Telagong we found similar 
appearances, but with a very dissimilar vegetation, at elevations of from 7,000 to 

II, 000 feet, but they were by no means so uniform or so general. Throughout 
the barren tracts* of the first of the above portions of Bootan the vegetation 
consists for the most part of grasses, among which a few ldw shrubs occur. The 
arboreous vegetation is confined almost entirely to Pinus longifolia , which is 
very commonly much stunted. The barren tracts to the Westward of Telagong 
were remarked almost entirely along the Teemboo, the southern face of the ravine 
of which was generally remarkably barren even at very considerable elevations. 
Grasses did not form here so predominant a portion, shrubs on the contrary 
abounded, and among these the most common perhaps was a species of Rosa, 
verjMUich like the It. Sericea (Hoyle’s Illustrations.) 

Bootan it is only at high elevations, and under certain circumstances, 
among which aspect and especially humidity are the most important, that the 
grand forests which have excited tho admiration of all travellers in the Himalayas 
to the Westward make their appearance. The requisite elevation is scarcely 
ever less than 7,000, and is generally about 8,000 —8,500 feet. At such, 
oaks, magnolias, rhododendrons and several species of firs attain to great perfec- 
tion. Between, or on the borders of the woods, patches of swards, adorned in the 
spring with beautiful herbaceous plants, are frequently met with and form the 
prettiest objectBin the whole scenery of Bootan. Tho vegetation of such, and of 
iftuch higher elevations, is generally well diversified until indeed one reaches an 
elevation of 11 ,500 feet. At such I found it generally reduced to black firs, stunted 
junipers, and shrubby rhododendrons, the bulk, as regards amount of spocies, 
consisting of herbaceous plants, whose growth is confined to a very few congenial 
months, and which Were almost all hid from my view by the heavy snow so 
constant between the latter end of October and the commencement of May. 
Another striking feature in Bootan is the constancy with which southern faces 
of mountains are, especially towards their summits, bare of trees or shrubs. 
ThiB it has in common with other parts of the Himalayas both to the Westward, 


• These lower mountains are very frequently curiously marked with transverse ridges. These 
have much of the appearance of ancient terrace cultivation, but on enquiry I was a ss ured that 
such was not their origin. 
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where it has struck all travellers, and to the Eastward, as on the Mishmees. 

I am not prepared to state whether any satisfactory explanation of this has 
been given. It struck me to be due, in Bootan at least, to the searching severity 
of the winds, which are quite sufficient to keep down all luxuriance of vegeta- 
tion. Whatever the secondary causes may be, there can be no doubt that the 
primary one is due to the influence of the South-West Monsoon, to which all 
these faces of the Ilimalyan Mountains are freely exposed. 

The higher the altitude, the greater, as indeed might be expected, was 
the uniformity of vegetation, and it was only in such that any general features 
of vegetation could be said to occur, * 

A very constant feature of high altitude, such as from 11,000 to 12,500 feet, 
existed in the black fir, a lofty tabularly branched tree of a very peculiar 
appearance, in comparison at least with other Bootan species, and which, when 
seen standing out in dark relief, might, from the very frequent mutilation of 
its lower branches, be mistaken at a distance for palm ; with these there 
was as nearly a constant association of the same species of other plants. The 
most striking among the partial features of the vegetation of Bootan was 
presented to us by the three valleys so often alluded to ; these may well be called 
the region of pines of that country. The range of the three species was most 
distinct and very instructive, although the Smithian Pine, a little further to the 
Westward, descended to a somewhat lower elevation than it did in the tract 
above-mentioned. 

Still more partial features were presented by the Pinns excelsa , and more 
especially by Pinus longi folia , the distribution of both of which • appears to 
depend on local causes. The latter species was not seen on our return, nor was 
there a vestige of a fir visible after reaching Chuka. No species but the long- 
leaved was seen below 5,500 feet. 

I have, in the foregoing few remarks, merely glanced at the most familiar 
features of the botany of Bootan. As the importance of strict determination has 
been much insisted on before correct views can be formed of the botanical geo- 
graphy of any country, I have purposely omitted all details until the collections 
shall have been duly examined. But even when this has been done the diffi- 
culties are almost insuperable, for although Roxburgh died th'rty-four years ag^ 
and the number of plants indigenous to India has been increased four-fold since 
that time, the means exist of determining but a very few more than those described 
by Roxburgh himself. It is familiar to all Botanists that of the 8,000 species 
distributed eight or ten years since by the Hon’ble Company not more than 
1,000 have yet received their promised share of elaboration. 

Bootan is divided into provinces which are ruled by Pillos, of whom there 
are three— the Paro, Tongso, and TaHg*. They derive their names from their 
respective residences , the rank of the two first is, I believe, equal, and they are 
admitted into council, while that ol Tahga Pillo is very inferior. 

The provinces are again divided into districts, equivalent to Soubahships ; 
of these there are several. The Soubah’s jurisdictions through whicli we passed 
were those of Dewangari, Tazgong, Tassangsec, LengluDg, and Byagur, all 
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of which are in Tongso Pillo’s province. After leaving Tongso we came into 
the Province of Poonakh, and after leaving this capital we came on the tract 
attached to that of Tassisudon, or as it is called Tassjeung. The Soubahs all 
exercise supreme jurisdiction within their own limits, but pay a certain 
annual amount of revenue to their respective Pillos. The Soubahs of 
Dewangari and fiuxa are of subordinate rank. 

But besides these Governors of provinces and Governors of districts there 
are other officers of high rank who assist in moving the machine of Government. 
They do not, however, make good exemplifications of the proverb, “ in the mul- 
titude of counsellors there is wisdom.” The offices of these additional counsel- 
lors are as follows : The Tass Zoompoon or Warder of the Palace of TasBisu- 
don, the Punah Zoompoon of the Palace of Poonakh, and Wandipore Zoom- 
poon of the Castle of Wandipore ; then there is the Lam Zimp6 on the part of 
the Dhurma, and Deb Zimpd on the part of the Deb. 

The supreme authorities are the Dhurma and Deb Rajas, the latter re- 
presenting the temporal Government in its strictest sen&e, as his reign is gene- 
rally short ; the former the spiritual in as strict a sense, for he is, although infi • 
nitely divisible, quite eternal. The immortality of the Dhurma is not so well 
known as that of the Lama of Thibet, it is nevertheless equally true ; both appear 
to have been firmly believed by Captain Turner, whose account of the beha- 
viour and intelligence of the Grand Lama, an infant of some months old, is very 
amusing and characteristic. The present Dhurma is, as I have mentioned, the 
son of Tongso Pillo, a curious coincidence. The chief test of the authenticity 
of the infant in whom the Dhurma condescends to leave the regions of Ether for 
those of gross spirits consists in his recognizing his former articles of wearing 
apparel, &c., and to avoid any supposition that might arise from the probability 
of any mortal child being Btruck with shewy gew-gaws, this child is bound to 
assert that they are actually his own. If it doeB so, surely it is satisfactory 
evidence. The infant Dhurma may as well be found in the hut of the poorest 
peasant as in the residence of an officer of high rank. But I dare say if the 
truth were known he is usually made for the occasion. 

When he has been completely tested, he is removed to the palace and his 
Kfe thenceforward becomes one of almost absolute seclusion, surrounded by 
hosts of priests, and in the apparent enjoyment of most things deemed desirable by 
a Booteah, he is nothing but a Btate prisoner virtually sacrificed to state ordinan- 
ces. Neither is it probable tha the enjoys any power sufficient to recompense him 
for being cut off from the merry side of life, for if his teachers have been wise 
teachers, they probably rule him throughout. But all this holds good only on 
the supposition that his life is as really monastically rigid as those of some 
orders of Christian Monks were not. We heard strange accounts, especially at 
Poonakh, sufficient to suggest that a priest is not necessarily virtuous in Bootan 
more than anywhere else. 

His revenues are, I believe, derived from certain lands in the Plains, 
and above all from offerings. He is also said to trade, but none of them can 
derive much profit from commercial speculations. 
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It is in the Deb that the supreme authority as regards the internal econo- 
my of the country is vested. But supreme though he be called, as he can do 
nothing without consulting all the Counsellors, including the Pillos, who have no 
cause to dread his displeasure, his power must be extremely limited, and very 
often disputed ; and, if it is remembered, that he is always checked by those 
Counsellors, who are actually present with him, and that he holds no, or at least 
very little, territory on the Plains ; and that a Pillo has no check on himself, that 
his province is perhaps remote from the capital, and that ho has filled up all 
his offices with his own^ relations and friends, it is evident, I think, that the 
change from Governor of a province to that of supreme ruler of the country 
must be attended with loss of power. Besides, the Deb is only expected to 
retain office for three years, at the end of which he is expected to retire, 
provided he be weak enough. 

The present Deb, if indeed he now exists, has no authority out of Poo- 
nakh, and not too much even in his own palace ; he was formerly Tahga Pillo, 
and this seemed to be the grand source of complaint against him. 

The chief object of the Deb, as is that of all his officers, is to accumulate 
money. The sources of this are plunder, fines, reversion of property to him by 
death of the owners— and this seems to be carried on to a frightful extent — tributes 
from the Pillos, offerings on accepting office, trading, and the proceeds of lands in 
the Plains ; but this last source cannot yield much since the occupation of the best 
part by Herr Govindh. Our Deb, in addition to his usual sources, added another 
during our visit by robbing the Dhurma of all his presents. The revenues of 
the Pillos are derived principally from their Dooars or territories in the Plains, 
by plunder either of their own subjects or those of the British Government, fines, 
in Bhort by every possible method. Nothing can be said in favor of this many- 
headed Government, each Deb, each Pillo, each Soubah, each Officer in fact of 
high or low degree is obstinately bent on enriching himself at the expense of his 
subjects or his inferiors. And their object is to do this as rapidly as possible as 
removals are always probable, and are almost sure to depend upon a change of 
the Deb. There is no security for property and not much for life, but fines 
are fortunately deemed more profitable than blood-shed, and in short the only 
safety of the lower orders consists in their extreme poverty. The whole pr<*- 
ceedings of this Government with the Mission were characterised by utter 
want of faith, honesty, and consideration. The trickery, intrigue, and false- 
hood could only be equalled by the supreme ignorance, presumption, and folly 
exhibited upon every occasion. Procrastination was a trump card in the game 
they played, mildness of deportment was pretty sure of inducing insolence, and 
they were only kept in decent order by perceiving that you were determined 
Hot to be trifled with. I am not disposed to assign their behaviour to the 
nature of the present temporary Government ; it is only natural in an ignorant 
very conceited people, who find that they are treated with distinguished con- 
sideration by the only power that admits them to an equality. The preceding 
Deb, from convictions of interest, and from having tasted more than once 
of British liberality, might have treated the Mission with some consideration, but 
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the issue as to business would doubtless have been the same. I regret much 
not being able to state more about the Government of the country, and more 
especially its internal economy. The usual punishment for crimes is in fines, 
a method always resorted to wherever money is considered as the grand object. 
In Bootan I have little doubt but that the commission of grievous crimes would 
be encouraged were the lower orders in condition to pay the fines. 

1 have before adverted to an instance of black treachery ; that instance 
was furnished by a Mahomedan, Nuzeeb-ood-Deen, a native of Calcutta, who, 
having accompanied a trader into Bootan, had been detained and placed in a 
state of captivity for twelve years. By some fortunate neglect on the part of 
the Booteahs in the palace he contrived to gain admission to Captain 
Pemberton and his tale was so consistent, and bore such evidences of 
truth, that Captain Pemberton claimed him as a British subject and the 
justice of the claim was very strongly urged by the prevarication of 
the Booteahs, who indeed finally admitted it, Nuzeeb-ood-Deen returned 
to the palace, but very luckily for him, Captain Pemberton, who sus- 
pected that the Booteahs might dispose of him privily, insisted much that 
he should be forthcoming when he called for him, and wrote to the Dob to the 
same purpose, yet oven under these circumstances it was unanimously agreed 
that ho should be cut to pieces and thrown into the river, but they refrained 
from doing so from fear of the consequences. As soon as he was given up, 
which happened a day or two before our departure, he placed himself under 
Captain Pemberton, who advised him not to associate with Booteahs, and, above 
all, to eat or drink nothing from their hands. Nuzeeb-ood-Deen, however, was not 
proof against a cup presented to him by a boy with whom he had been very 
intimate during his captivity. The consequences were every symptom of 
having partaken of some narcotic poison ; he was saved by the action of powerful 
emetics, but did not recover for some time afterwards ; he was carried through 
the palace and throughout the first march on a Bootcali’s back. 

The population of the country is certainly scanty, and indeed could not be 
otherwise under existing circumstances. Villages are very generally “ few and 
far between” in addition to their being small. The only decently populated bits 
dflf country we saw were about Santagaon and Tamachoo. The valley of the 
Teemboo as far as Panga was also tolerably populous, but it must be remembered 
that this is the principal part of the great thoroughfare of the country. The 
palaces and castles are the only places well inhabited, but the inmates might 
very advantageously be dispensed with, as they cons ist of idle priests in 
excess, and bullying followers both too happy to live at the expense of the poor 
cultivators. 

The causes of this scantiness of the population exist in polyandry and 
one of its opposites agamy , in the bad government, and the filthy and licentious 
habits of the people. The great rarity of aged people struck us all very forcibly, 
and is a proof that, whatever may be the proportion of births, the proportion of 
life is below average. The bad influence of polyandry is supposed to be counter- 
acted by the idea that the spouse of many will be fhithful to the eldest so long 
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as he may be present, and after him to the second, and so on. Such an idea is at 
best absurd, and as regards Bootan women is positively ridiculous, their chastity 
not being of such a quality as to induce them to be particular as to relationship, 
or even acquaintance. 

The expected celibacy of so large a portion of the inhabitants, although pro- 
bably assumed in some degree, and which depends either on acceptance of office 
or on the course of education, must be very pernicious. The large number 
thus withdrawn from propogating— tho only good in their power — would lead us 
to suppose that polygamy would be of much more likely occurrence than poly- 
andry, and tho custom is rendered still more paradoxical by the contrariety of 
custom observed amongst most other Asiatic people who make polygamy almost 
an invariable consequence of worldly prosperity. 

In very many places there is obviously an extreme disproportion of females 
to males, yet it would be too much to assume that there is a general disproportion, 
although the two causes above adverted to be would sanction such a belief, un- 
natural as it may suppled to be. Wo could not ascertain that the apparent 
disproportion of females was the result of unnatural conduct on the part of the 
Bootealis, although in my opinion they are sufficiently capable of destroying 
either male or female offspring did they consider it expedient to their interests. 

Of the diseases which in all countries form so essential a part of the causes 
tending to diminish population, I know nothing. The few patients I had at 
Poonalth were all suffering from venereal, frequently in its worst form. Chillong 
Soubah assured me that such cases occur in tho proportion of one in five. 

The number of half ruined villages would suggest the idea that the 
population was formerly more extensive than it now is. But it must be 
remembered that in this as well as most other hilly parts of India the population 
is partly migratory. In a country where agriculture is not understood, where 
no natural means exist for renovating the soil, and no artificial ones are 
employed, the population must vary their abodes in accordance with means 
of subsistence. Tho only cause for surprise is that they should build such 
substantial houses. They may do so with a view of returning to them after 
the ground has been sufficiently fallowed. 

Education . — Of the course of this essence of tho growth of the mind I c aft * 
state nothing. If the assumption of the habits of priesthood be considered as the 
first step of education it is rather extensive. But I doubt whether a Booteah 
boy may not wear these robes for years and then throw them off improved in no 
good but in all vice. There is scarcely a village in Bootan in which some 
exterior decorations, as well as the whole air of the house, do not indicate it 
to be the favored residence of a priest. Yet I never heard the hum of 
scholars in any other place than Dewangari, in which, and it is a curious coinci- 
dence, priests were comparatively uncommon. 

The Booteahs appear to have no caste, they are divided, however, into 
several sects, and in the account of the Persian sent into Bootan by Mr. Scott, 
whose account may be found in the fifteenth Volume of the Asiatic Researches, 
as many as fifteen axe enumerated. It does not appear, however, that the 
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possession of the higher offices is confined to the higher sects, for Tongso Pillo 
is known to be a man of a low sect, although he may be considered, from his 
station and connexions, the most powerful man in the country. 

Most Booteahs have much of the same appearance ; to this, however, the 
people about Bhoomdungtung, Byagur, and JaiRa, as well as those about Rydang, 
ore marked exceptions, and have much more of what I imagine to be the 
Tartar appearance.* 

If We look at those sects which do not depend upon blood, but upon educa- 
tion or circumstances, we may divide the inhabitants into labourers, priests, idle 
retainers, and great men, which is in many places another word for tyrants. The 
labourers are better acquainted with poverty than any thing else, and are lucky 
in being allowed to have such a safeguard. 

Perhaps the most numerous, and certainly the most pernicious class is 
that of the priests or Gylongs. Their number is really astonishing, particularly 
when compared with the population in general. Not only do they swarm in the 
castles and palaces, of which they occupy the best and most exalted parts, but 
they inhabit whole villages, which may he always recognized by the houses being 
somewhat white-washed, of a better than ordinary description, and always in 
the best and coolest situations. Of their grades of rank I can say nothing, but 
much importance seems to depend upon due agedness. The highest were 
usually admitted to the interviews, and of course expected to be recompensed 
for the honor they did us, but as they were well contented with two or three 
Rupees, their ideas cannot be said to bo extravagant. They are perhaps rather 
more cleanly than other Booteahs, and are reported to bathe publicly every wfeek. 
But although we frequently saw processions in single files, in all cases headed by 
a small drum, a sort of gong, a clarionet, and an incense bearer, the priests 
following according to their seniority, the youngest noviciate ending the tail, 
I am not convinced but that the bathing part may bo more nominal than actual. 
One thing at least is certain that the duty, whatever it was, was agreeable, 
otherwise we should not have seen the processions so often. 

They are kept in order in the castles by hide whips, in the use of which some 
of the brethren are neither sparing or discriminating- The dress is becoming, 
Consisting of a sleeveless tunic, generally of a chocolate color, and edged with 
black or yellow. They are certainly better off than any other class, their chief 
duty is to be idle, to feast at the expense of the country, and at most to tell 
their beads and recite mutterings. 

The idle retainers form also a large portion, though by no means equal 
to that of the priests. As little can be said in the favor of these as in 
that of those, but they have one disadvantage in not being able to make 
use of their religion as a cloak for evil deeds. In these two classes all the 
most able-bodied men in the country are absorbed, they are taught to be idle and 
to become oppressors, and, what is very bad in such a thinly populated country, 
they learn to look upon the ordinance of marriage and its usual consequences as a 

• The people again towards Buxa are of very distinct appearance, but this results from a 
tolerably free admixture of Bengalee blood. 
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bar to their own interests. Of the great men I can only say that their influence 
is undeviatingly directed to the furtherance of their interests; they become gover- 
nors to oppress, not to protect the governed ; they rule by misrule, and as being 
the sources of the two great evils I have just mentioned —priests and retainers— 
they are themselves the greatest curse that ever was inflicted upon a poor country. 

Of the moral qualities of the Boeteahs it is not in my power to give a 
pleasing account. To the lower orders I am disposed to give credit for much 
cheerfulness, even under their mo.it depressed circumstances, and generally for 
considerable honesty. The only instances of theft that occurred did so on our 
approach to the capital. How strange that where all that should be good, and 
all that is great is congregated, there is little to be found but sheer vice ; and 
how strange that where good examples alone should be led, bad oxatnples alone 
arc followed. 

* To the higher orders I cannot attribute the possession of a single good 
quality. They are utter strangers to truth ; they are greedy beggars ; they are 
wholly familar with rapacity and craftiness and the will of working evil. This 
censure applies only to those with whom we had personal intercourse ; it would 
be perhaps unfair to include the Soubahs, whom we only saw once, in such a 
flattering picture, but it certainly would not be unreasonable, and I must make 
one exception in favor of Bullumboo, the Soubah of Dewangari, and he was the 
only man of any rank that we had reason to be friendly towards and to respect. 
In morale they appeared to me to be inferior to all ordinary Hill tribes on whom 
a Booteali would look with ineffable contempt, and although their houses aro 
generally better, and although they actually have castles and places called 
palaces, and although the elders of the land dress in fine cloths and gaudy 
silks and possess monoy, ponies, mules, aud slaves, I am disposed to consider 
them as inferior even to the naked Naga. 

They are not even courageous. I am inclined to rank courage among 
physical rather than moral qualities, yet it could not so be classified in the consi- 
deration of a Booteah in whom other physical qualities are well developed. I 
therefore consider it among those other qualities which, as I have said, are absent 
in Bootan. A Booteah is a great boaster but a small performer. All the accounts 
I heard of their reputed courage were ludic^us. Turner mentions serioutf^ 
that one desperate revolution superinduced the death of one man in battle, and 
we were told that in the late protracted one the only sufferers were two sick 
people who were unable to escape from a burning house. In a military point 
of view they could only make up for their deficiency in numbers by an excess of 
courage and of perseverance under difficulties. They are not even well versed 
in the use of their national weapons. The Goorkha Subadar who accompanied 
the Mission looked on them with the utmost contempt, and this knowledge he 
had gained by long experience. In Mr. Scott’s time a handful of Assamese 
Seebundies would take stronghold after stronghold and lead off all the tenants 
excepting the defenders, who had run away, as captives ; and very lately 700 
Booteahs, with every advantage of ground, were totally routed by 70 of the same 
Sebundies. Their courage may therefore be written down as entirely imaginary. 
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Their ideas of religion appear to be very confused, religion with them 
consisting, as, indeed, it may do among other more civilized people, of certain ex- 
ternal forms, such as counting beads and muttering sacred sentences. The people 
throughout are remarkably superstitious, believing in an innumerable host 
of spirits whose residences they dare not pass on horseback, and while they 
are near these abodes they keep the tenants at bay with vollies of incanta- 
tions. The offerings to these spirits are usually flowers or bits of rag ; this 
practice they have in common with most of the tribes to the extreme East of 
Assam. 

Of any marriage ceremonies I could not hear, but as chastity would appear 
to be unknown no particular forms are probably required. Nor do I think 
that there is a particular class of prostitutes. We all had opportunities of 
remarking the gross indelicacy of Booteah women ; of this and of their extreme 
amiablencss the custom of ployandry is a very sufficient cause. So far as I could 
see, there is no distinction of rank among Booteah women, and those only are saved 
from the performance of menial duties who are incapacitated by sickness or age. 

If the accounts given by Mr. Scott’s Persian of the ceremonies attendant 
on birth be true, another sufficient cause exists for scantiness of population as 
well as for a disproportion of women. He asserts that the second day after 
birth both child and mother are plunged into the nearest river. But so great 
is the dislike of a Booteah for this element, that 1 am inclined to descredit the 
account, and more especially as regards the mother. 

The disposal of corpses is much the same as among the Hindoos, the ashes 
of the body are collected and are, I believe, thrown into the nearest river. 
The ceremonies of course begin and end with a donation to the officiating priest. 
The only part of them 1 witnessed was the burning, and this only in one in- 
stance ; it was done in a slovenly and disgusting manner. # 

Of the social habits little favorable could be said in any place where the 
women are looked on as inferior beings and used as slaves. The men generally 
are excessively idle and spend most of their time in drinking chong , for the 
preparation of which, as well as that of arrack, there are provisions in most houses. 
1 do not think 1 ever saw a male Booteah employed, except indeed those who 
^died as coolies. All the w^:k in doors and out of doors is done by 
women, to whom about Poonakh Assamese slaves are added. The men are 
great admirers of basking in the sun, and even prefer sitting shivering in the 
cold to active employment. 

I need scarcely add that both sexes are, in all their habits, inexpressibly 
filthy. The women, in their extreme indelicacy, form a marked contrast with 
such other Hill tribes as I am acquainted with. The only use either sex make 
of wator is in the preparation of food or of spirits — no water ever comes into 
contact with any part of their person; they scarcely ever change their 
clothes, especially the woollen ones. The people about Bhoomdungtung are far 
the dirtiest, and as they wear dark woollen cloths, rendered still darker by long 
accumulation of smoke and dirt, they look more like representations of natives 
ftf Pandimonium than of any place on the Earth’s surface. 
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As they, at least the official part, are very assuming, so does state enter 
largely into all their proceedings. All our interviews with them were conducted 
with all possible state on their part, and that exhibited to us at Tongso and 
Poonakh was striking enough, and will ever after form in my mind as bitter a 
satire upon state as one could well wish. The effect was much lowered by the 
usual Asiatic want of arrangement, by an assumption of superiority among the 
inferiors, (probably enough at the instance of their superiors,) and by the 
admixture of the profanum vulgua, who had no opportunity of hiding inhe- 
rent dirt under fine robes. On these occasions the behaviour of the Chiefs was 
certainly gentlemanly, but the impression was soon obliterated by a messenger 
overtaking us, probably on our return, for another watch or another telescope or 
any other tiling. In personal appearance I did not observe much difference between 
the higher and the lower orders, with the exception of the ex-Pillo of Tongso, 
who seemed to have the best blood in the country concentrated in him. The 
presents given as returns of the magnificient gifts of the Governor General 
were beggarly, and yet there was a good deal of parade in their exhibition. To 
us narrow silk scarfs were always given, occasionally varied with a foot 
and a half of blanket. Tho scarfs are habitual gifts among all the upper 
classes, and very generally form the inner envelope of letters. 

Fine woollen and embroidered China silks form the dress of tho Nobles ; 
thick cotton or woollen doublets or tunics are common to every body else. But 
the Chiefs probably have similar dresses in private, at least their principal 
officers certainly have, and the only difference in such cases is tho belt, from 
which the dha is on occasions suspended ; these are embroidered and have a 
rich appearance. The dress of all is certainly cumbrous, especially when tho 
peculiarly Chinese boots are donned. The boots of the higher orders are 
certainly not made in Bootan, those of tho lower orders consisted of a foot of 
some skin with party-coloured woollen leggings which lie above tho calf. They 
are worn by both sexes. 

The general receptacle for odds and ends, and a most capacious one it is, 
is between the skin and the doublet. Into this, which (consequent to one side 
being formed by the body) is not of the clearest description, every thing is thrust 
from a handful of rice to a walnut , from a live fish to a bit of half putnid 
dried meat. Tobacco is carried in a small pouch suspended from one side. 

A dha or straight sword of a heavy description is worn by all who can 
afford it, and the belt of this secures the loose doublet about tho waist and pre- 
vents the innumerable deposits therein from falling down. Those who cannot 
wear dhas from poverty, wear ridiculous looking knives, which, dangling from 
the belt, have a very absurd appearance. It is lucky that the people are not 
quarrelsome and not inclined to resist the followers of Chiefs, otherwise, from 
the men being so generally armed, and so generally addicted to drinking, assaults 
might be expectod to be of common occurrence, I only saw, however, one 
instance in which a man had been wounded. I certainly shuddered at times 
expecting every moment to see adverse parties multiply each other by division, 
but latterly I was persuaded that cutting blows were rarely resorted to. The 
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end of these disputes, which, barring the blows, were very fierce, Was always 
brought about by the arrival of some third person, who, by espousing one, 
espoused the stronger cause, and when this was done the weaker withdrew, or was 
made to withdraw by blows with the flat side of the weapon. The accoutre- 
ments of a man of war differ, so far as his mere dress goes, in nothing. His 
defences consist of a well quilted iron skull cap, which, when out *<5f danger, is 
worn slung on the back ; lappets are attached to it, which defend the face — per- 
haps from cold. They also carry circular leathern shields apparently of rather 
good manufacture. Their weapons of defence are first the dha , which is 
a heavy unwieldy weapon without any guard. They are worn on the 
right side, but this, to us awkward mode of wearing, does not hinder a 
Booteah from disengaging his weapon readily, the sheath being first seized 
by the left hand. A blow from this weapon must cause a desperate wound, 
and judging from their quarrels, in which not a vestige of any skill in self defence 
was shewn, the first blow, when actually struck, must decide the matter. 
Their fire-arms, which are all matchlocks, and which vary in Bize from muske- 
toons to huge wall-pieces, are contemptible. They are of Chinese manufacture. 
Their powder, which they manufacture themselves, is powerless ; indeed in one 
sense it may be considered as positively lessening power, for Captain Pemborton 
and Lieutenant Blake ascertained that in ordinary charges it could not cause the 
discharge of the wad, and hence it actually weakened the cap. To remedy this 
badness they put in very large charges, but after all they seem to depend more 
on the effect of the noise than on that of the missile, for so little reliance is 
placed on this that the marksman is said to follow up the discharge of the piece 
by the discharge of a stone. It is likewise said that few venture to take aim 
except with the stone ; they generally attach the gun to a tree, and without 
pointing it consider that they have performed a dangerous feat by causing its 
discharge. Ail the musketeers I saw, even when there was no ball in the gun, 
certainly averted their faces very studiously when the due fizzing of the powder 
warned them that the explosion would soon come on. 

The most common weapon next the dha is the bow; this we only saw 
practised at Dewangari and the result was not alarming. The bows are longer 
^ttyan ordinary, at least so they appeared to my inexperienced eyes. It must be 
remembered that they do not, as in some more civilized places, fire at marks the 
size of an ordinary house. The mark which we saw was a small battledoor 
shaped piece of wood, the distance was 150 yards, and the situation of the mark 
was pointed out by branches of trees; scarcely an arrow alighted within 
reasonable distance, yet the mark bore several marks, which, we knew, were 
made for the occasion. Each archer was very noisy in applauding his own skill 
and challenging the others to equal it. 

The dress of the women likewise consists of a loose garment and is very simi- 
lar to that worn by Hill tribes to the Eastward of Assam. They have very few 
ornaments, the chief ones consists of a plate of diver fastened round the head and 
crossing the upper part of the forehead, wire earrings of large dimensions^ and 
peculiar rings fastened to a straight silver wire and worn projecting beyond the 
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shoulder. They appear to be fond of flowers and frequently decorate themselves 
with garlands, particularly of the Bcarlet rhododendron and the weeping willow. 

The diet of the lower orders is very, very poor ; they appear to live 
entirely on grain of an inferior nature, or in the wheat districts on coarse, 
abominably jlirty chowpatties. There can be little doubt but that in many 
places they are not unfrequently much pinched by want. 

The Chiefs and their followers and the inmates generally of the castles live 
chiefly on rice brought from the Plains. They likewise consume much dried 
fish, and very likely not a little dried meat which they prepare by means of fire and 
smoke. They are as strict in their ideas of not eating flesh of living animals as 
the Burmese are, and they are, beyond doubt, very fond of animal diet. The 
salt is, I believe, brought from Thibet : they eat with the hand. 

Their beverages are in the first place tea, but this is, I believe, used only 
by persons of some rank or property ; they procure this from Thibet in the form 
of huge flat cakes : it does not possess a particle of aroma. Still more common is 
the beverage called rungapat , which may be likewise used for the tea. If their 
accounts can be relied on it is prepared from the leaf of a pear or medlar. I had 
no anxiety to taste it as it was of a muddy appearance and reddish colour. Of 
intoxicating fluids they have two, one of these is merely fermented and is 
known by the name of chong ; it is a vile preparation from rice made in the 
same manner, but very inferior in quality to that used by the Singphos. To 
this drink, which is not strong, they are immoderately addicted, and it generally 
is carried with them on journeys in largo horns made from the horns of the 
Mithan. The distilled liquor I had one opportunity of Lasting; it was very clear 
and much resembled weak' whiskey, as the Soubah had, I imagined, diluted it 
prior to distribution to the spectators. 

The political relations of the country are as limited as the boundaries. 
With Sikkim they appear to have no intercourse. In the Kampas to the 
Eastward there is some reason to believe that they pay an annual tribute. 
That they are tributary directly to Lhassa, and now indirectly to China, there 
can be no doubt, although the official people most strenuously denied it. It is 
affirmed indeed that a considerable time ago the Chinese were in actual 
possession of the country but relinquished it finally on account of its poverty. 
China also exercises its authority in inflicting fines on them and keeps guards 
on all the passes into Thibet. The tribute is taken I believe annually to 
Lhassa accompanied with an Envoy, With the British Government its chief 
relations have existed in their occupation of certain tracts in the Plains, called 
Dooars from their being situated near the passes into the mountains. These 
tracts are of considerable extent and are held by the Booteahs on toleration, 
as the tribute they are under the obligation to pay is not only so small 
in amount as to be quite nominal, but is generally allowed to lapse into 
arrears. 

In assigning the continuation of the possession of these tracts wherever an 
accession of dominion was gained, the British Government acted with its usual 
liberal policy. But this liberality has been so little appreciated by the people of 



DR. W. GRIFFITHS* JOURNAL 


) 168 

Bootan that the system, as it has worked hitherto, has been fraught with mis- 
chief. It has been most positively injurious to the territories in the Plains, and 
it is, I think, injurious to Bootan itself. 

We had ample opportunities of observing the extremity of misrule to which 
the Dooars in Assam, as well as those in Uungpore, are subjected by the 
infamous Government of the Booteahs, and it was the more striking from 
the contrast presented by our Assamese territories, and as much so by those 
of Cooch Behar. The crossing of a river eighty yards wide is sufficient to 
carry one from a desert into a country every inch of which is highly cultivated. 
Yet tho richness of the soil is in favor of the tracts immediately contiguous to 
the Hills, and such are, in Assam at least, especially esteemed by the most la- 
borious part of the population, the Kacharies ; and were it not for this predi- 
ction in favor of these tracts, and the short-sightedness peculiar to a native 
population by which immunity from taxation is preferred to security of property, 
tho Assamese Dooars would rapidly become totally depopulated. 

A gift long granted as a favor in the eyes of an Asi i£ic is soon considered 
rb a right, and although the Booteah Government has received some severe 
lessons in the shape of capturing their impregnable places, and of a resumption 
of portion of the Plain tracts, yet the free and quick restoration of the same on 
apologies having been made, with copious professions of better behaviour in 
future, has been attended with a very different result from that which would be 
occasioned by gratitude. The very severe lesson which they were taught in 
I83G, in which they wore completely disgraced by being defeated by a handful 
of Sebundies, and then punished by losing a Dooar, has taught them nothing. 
That very same Dooar, perhaps, too liberally restored, has been for some months 
eeizable for arrears of tribute. Nor is this all ; Binee that restoration it would 
appear that tlveir officers have become more than usually insolent. I think 
that it may fairly be assumed that they argue on the certainty of restoration so 
that a good foray might possibly, if its consequences were only temporary 
resumption, be a source of profit to them. By the plan of allowing barbarians 
to hold country in the Plains, the inhabitants of those Plains lose a portion of their 
most fertile soil ; many of them are besides exposed to all the inconveniences 
and dangers of an unsettled frontier, for such must such a frontier be.* And 
hitherto it has not been attended, at least in many places, with the expected 
effect of securing the friendship of the Booteahs and the quiet of the frontier. 
But no argument can place the matter in at clearer light than the facts connected 
with Herr Govindh, a subject of Bootan, but who is now independent both of Boo- 
tan and of the English Government, and who therefore enjoys considerable tracts 
of country without paying any thing for them, nor can any thing more forcibly 
point out the weakness of the Booteah nation, for not only does Herr Govindh 
keep them in effectual check, but he has, I believe, offered to take all the Dooars 
from them if the Government will allow him to pay Rupees 40,000 a year as 
tribute. 


* Occupation of smb tracts is very favorable to the carrying off of slaves, an habitual practice, 
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It acts injuriously on Bootan by diminishing tho energies of its inhabitants 
and suppressing the development of those resources which every habitable 
country may be supposed to possess. It must be remembered that the cultiva- 
tion of the Plain tracts is not, as in some other instances, carriod on by tho 
inhabit mts a of the Mountains but by the natives of the Plains, who, after 
reaping the produce of their labour, appear to be compelled to take it to tho 
first station in the llills, from which it is distributed to the appointed places. 

In all cases of entreaty for restoration it has been urged that the inhabi- 
tants of Bootan cannot subsist without these tracts, but they forget that by 
labouring in their own country they might supply themselves either with grain, 
or the means of purchasing it ; and further, that tho supplies drawn from the 
Plains are only enjoyed by the Chiefs and their followers. 

Some distress would doubtless rosult from immediate and final resumption, 
but this distress would be confined to the better orders and would be a due 
punishment to them. It would in a short time bo abundantly counteracted 
by the reduction of the Gy longs and by the compulsion of a great number of 
idle hands to work for subsistence. It would also, I think, have a beneficial 
effect in lessening internal commotions. The ambition or rapacity of a Chief 
is now readily seconded by the greediness of his idle followers, but were these 
necessitated to become agriculturists they would certainly not respond very 
readily to his call. As matters now stand in short, there is a ruinous drainage 
of a very fertile tract of country without any sort of return whatever; for 
the revenue derived from one Dooar during a short season that it remained 
in our hands was ample beyond all proportion to the tribute, and it may 
fairly, I think, be stated that a country which draws every thing from another 
and makes no return may be compared to a parasite, the removal of which 
is always desirable and very frequently essential. The Bootan Government 
has been invariably treated with great liberality by the greatest power in tho 
East, and how has it requited it ? It has requited it by the rejection of a treaty 
which could only be productive of advantage to them by shuffling mendacity, 
by tampering with British subjects, and by inconsiderate conduct to a British 
Mission, evinced in many other ways than that of opening its dilks. They 
object to forwarding communications to Lhassa, they object to British Traders 
entering their country, and in fine they object to every thing that is reasonable 
and that would be mutually advantageous. In short, they shewed themselves to 
be ignorant, greedy barbarians, such as should be punished first and commanded 
afterwards. The objection raised against the resumption of the Dooars on the 
plea that no check will then exist on tho Booteahs is one contrived to meet 
expediencies. It has never been attended with the supposed effect. The affair 
of Herr Govindh and the recent victory at Silkabhari are convincing proofs 
that the Booteahs may easily be kept within their own limits ; and even arguing 
the necessity of an increased military force, it must not bo forgotten that the same 
tracts which now yield us nothing but a few debased coins, a few inferior ponies, 
with abundance of disputes and law suits, would in a very short time become 
equal in richness to any of the neighbouring tracts, rich as these undoubtedly are. 
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Part III. 

Natural productions , agriculture , domestic animals , arts , am/ commerce. 

Few wild quadrupeds were seen by us in Bootan. Tigers, leopards, and 
elephants are to be found on the lower ranges, and probably the former straggle 
up to a considerable height as they do to the Westward. The chief beasts of 
prey in the interior are bears, but they do not seem to be numerous, and foxes 
of largo size and great beauty. These last are confined to considerable eleva- 
tions, and none were seen under 8,000 feeet. Monkeys, as usual, abound on 
the lower ranges, on which the hoollock of Assam likewise occurs. Some 
long-tailed monkeys occurred above Bulphaee 8,200 feet above the Bea, and in 
January I likewise saw a flock of noble ones not far from Tongso at an 
elevation of 5,800 feet. These were white, and in form and size resembled 
the langoors. Among wild ruminants I may mention the barking deer, which 
however, scarcely ascend above 4,000 feet, and the musk deer, the most 
valuable wild animal of the country. It would appear to be rather common 
on the higher ranges, as several skins were brought to us from Poonakh, the 
price for u^ of a perfect one, that is without the musk, being 5 Rupees. 

The smaller animals that came under our notice were a species, I believe, 
of lagoinys, which Lieutenant Blake found dead on tho path, one or two 
animuls of the weasel kind, and rats, which swarm in very many of the 
houses. Three or lour species of squirrel were likewise procured, all from 
elevations of 5,500 feet, yet all were likewise natives of Assam. The moBt 
striking one is a black oue with a whitish belly, measuring, including the tail, 
nearly three feet.* 

The variety of birds is of course considerable, but the lower ranges seem to be 
by far the most productive. On these jungles fowl and two species of black 
pheasant are found. The raven ib found throughout, but the very familiar 
crow or jackdaw never leaves the Plains, and never leaves populous places. 
Throughout the higher portions of Bootan it has as noisy, but scarcely probably 
as mischievous a substitute in a red-legged crow. This is common in the three 
elevated valleys and not rare elsewhere at elevations of 8,000 to 9,500 feet, 
ahd below these it is scarcely to be seen. 

Cuckoos, larks, magpies, jays, and sparrows were the chief European 
forms met with, but except the latter perhaps all were of different species from 
the birds known by those names in Europe. 

The cuckoo is rather widely dispersed. I first heard it about Poonakh 
and subsequently along the Teemboo at an elevation of 7,000 feet ; below this 
height, at least in this diroction, its peculiarly pleasing voice was not heard, 
although I think I saw the bird considerably lower. With the magpie, which 
has much of the plumage of the European bird, but a shorter tail, we became 
familiar at Bhoomdungtung, but lost it at Jaisa. The jay, a figure of which 
may be seen in Mr. Boyle's Illustrations, >yas found pretty constantly throughout 
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the wooded tract between 5,500 to 7,000 feet. It is a noisy, but not a very 
wary bird. Larka were very common in tho elevated valleys and afforded ua 
some good shooting ; in habits, plumage, and voice they are to an uninitiated 
eye tho prototypes of the bird so well known in Europe. In the same valleys 
syrases were common. Wild fowl are, as might bo expected, rare ; the only 
place where they occurred in tolerable plenty was in the jhool below Santagaon. 

Tho most destructive and numerous bird is the wild pigeon, which is to be 
found in plenty in almost every village, and in literal swarms in the castles and 
palaces. They do a great deal of damage to the poor ryots, who are not allowed 
to destroy them on account of their being sacred. This exclusion holds good very 
strictly about the residences of the Chiefs, and although the villagers wero in all 
cases delighted to see them shot, yet they keep no check on their increase, as 
they have no means of destroying them, and appear never to have thought of 
doing so by means of their eggs. At Byagur the place of this bird was supplied 
by another very curiously marked species which, it is said, likewise occurs about 
Simla. None of the 'ftild birds are made subservient to use; indeed the natives 
appear to be very deficient in means for procuring them. The sacredness of life 
may be one reason, but even the most superstitious will eat any bird onje shot., 
provided it be largo enough to promise a substantial repast. 

The same remark i 3 applicable to fish, which are common in most streams 
below 4,000 feet. The two most common are the bhookhar , which is scarcely 
found higher than 2,000 feet, and the adoee , which is found as high as 4,000 feet, 
and perhaps higher, but its habits rendered it difficult to see. 

The bhookhar abounds in the Deo Nuddee below Dewangari ; it is from the 
sport it affords, and the great readiness with which it takes a fly, to be consi- 
dered as the trout of India. The adoee is said to refuse all bait, and I have 
found this to be the case, not only in this instance, but in all those which have a 
similarly situated mouth, such as the sentoosee , gurriah , and nepoorah of 
Assam. At Poonakh, where the adoee is plentiful, it is caught by nooses, such 
as were so caught were all small, and the young anglers were obviously afraid 
of detection. At this place 1 saw a solitary instance of the use of a casting net, 
but I suspect that it was under authority. Elsewhere I observed none even of 
the ordinary rude expedients for catching fish. Both of the above fish me 
nutritious food, and are so plentiful that they really might fojp a valuable 
acquisition to the miserable diet of the lower classes. But this would not suit 
the benevolent ideas of the priest, who, however, appear to eat stinking dried fish 
from the Plains with great sang froid. To the poor in Bootan every thing is 
denied. Bees appear to be plentiful, but tlieir buildings are passed with indif- 
ference by the lazy Booteah. 

Of the vegetable productions that occur naturally in Bootan the application 
for purposes of life is confined to timber, fuel, and dyes* Of the various 
kinds of timber trees lam quite i gnorant, they are used chiefly f or rafters, 

* Although the Bogh Puttur, or path, is found in abundance on the hig^pr ranges, yet it is not 
resorted to for furnishing an article of trade. The tree is a species of birch and the thin flakes ot 
its b »rk are used in the composition of hookah snakes. 
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planks, and troughs either for acqucducts or for mangers. A great part ot tho 
planking is derived from fir trees, which are always preferred for fuel. Of 
the turpentine procurable from the various species of jPinus they seem to make 
no use, so that they are ignorant of one great value of these valuable trees ; that 
of the Pinus excelsa is very abundant and highly fragrant. In the lower range 
tho bamboo becomes of almost universal application, and constitutes the greater 
portion of the huts of the inhabitants of these districts ; baskets of various sizes 
and implements for clearing the rice from the husk by agitation, &c., are likewise 
manufactured from it. 

In similar places rattans are in demand and several valuable sorts may 
be procured. They form the fastening of all the bamboo work, are used in some 
places to secure the roofs from the effects of the violence of the winds, and form 
a great portion of the baskets, in which loads arc in this country universally carried. 
These are very convenient receptacles, forming a rather narrow parallelogram ; 
they are frequently covcrod with hides, they open at the top, and are the most 
convenient Hill baskets I have hitherto seen. 

The Booteaha depend on the Plains for supplies of betel nuts, otherwise they 
might advantageously cultivate tho tree©n many of the lower ranges. So far as 
1 had an opportunity of judging, they possess few wild palms of any description 
excepting rattans; I observed one, whicli grows on inaccessible places as high as 

2.000 feet, and which will probably prove new, but I did not succeed in#btaining 
the specimens requisite for actually determining whether it is so or not. J Ficus 
elastica , the caoutchouc tree, occurs about Dewangari, but not in abundance, and 
may be expected to occur throughout greater part of the ranges between the 
Plains and an elevation of 3,000 feet. They are aware of the properties of the 
juice and UHe it to make vessels formed from split bamboos waterproof. The 
siinool tree likcAvise occurs within similar elevations, but they make no use of it, 
although in Assam the cotton is used for the manufacture of a very light and 
excessively warm cloth excellently adapted for quilting. 

A solitary mango tree occurs here and there in villages even as high as 

4.000 feet. The finest occurs at Poonakh in the royal gardens, which are 
emblematic of the poverty and want of horticultural skill in Bootan. It bears 
itrf flowers there at a time when the fruit is fully ripe in the Plains. 

.lack tre^ occur every where about the villages on the lower ranges, and is 
one of the few fruit trees from whicli they derive any gratification. These trees 
thrive remarkably well at elevations of 2 ,000 feet, particularly if within the 
influence of the Plains. 

. In villiiges at similar elevations two or three species of fig may be/ound, 
but the fruit is not edible. No oranges are cultivated with a view to the market. 
A few occur in some of the villages ; , the tree does not occur above 5,500 feet, 
and in such altitude it requires a sheltered sunny place. The oranges which 
we received as presents all came from the Plains. With the orange the 
shaddock also occurs in tolerable frequence. One of the most common fruit 
trees is the pomdjranate; it does not thrive, however, above an elevation of 

4,000 feet. I saw no fruit on the trees, which were, however, loaded with 
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/lowers. Very fine ones occur about Poonakh. They likewise possess peaches 
(perhaps the almond) and pear trees, but I am unable to say of what nature 
the fruit may be. We saw the trees during their flowering season. 

The bheir also occurs at low elevations, and in the gardens of Poonakh 
I observed another species forming a hundsome good-sized tree, but, like most 
of the others, it was not bearing fruit. In the same garden there is cultivated 
a species of Diospyros with edible fruit, which also I did not see, and in fact 
we did not appear to have been in Bootan during the fruit season. The only 
fruits which wo enjoyed were walnuts ; we procured these only at Poonakh, 
most of them in presents from the Deb, and a few by purchase, but these 
were of inferior quality. These walnuts are very good and would be much 
better were care taken at the time of gathering. The trees are said to 
be cultivated in orchards at considerable elevations, but we saw no attempt at 
anything of the sort, although we met with a few isolated trees liereand thcro. 

On the lower ranges, but scarcely above 3,000 feet, the papaw occurs, but, 
so far as I could see, dfd not promise much return. Pine-apples, which occur so 
profusely on the Khassya Hills, and are of so much use to the natives, are very 
rare in Bootan as well as in those parts of the Dooars which we crossed. On 
our return we met with a fruit which promised, under improved cultivation, to 
be agreeable enough ; it was about the size of a pigeon’s egg with a large smooth 
shining tfeck seed. In flavor it appeared somewhat similar to the Sappadillo, to 
the natural family of which it would seem to belong. The only ornamented 
tree to which the Booteahs are particularly attached is the Avoeping cypress; 
these occur about all the castles a^d palaces, and especially about religious 
buildings. It is as ornamental a tree as can be well conceived, and as it thrives 
between elevations of 5,000 to 7,000 feet, I was very anxious to obtain seed 
for introduction into England ; but all that 1 did obtain were bad, and I imagine 
that the female tree was alone met with. Of the gramineous plants found 
wild in Bootan no use seems to be made. Wherever such plants are in requisition 
for thatching the Plains are resorted to, as these at least, under the admirable 
management of the Bootcah Government, abound with Oolooklier, Kngara , 
Megalith Nol , and Ikora. The plants of the Hills themselves are chiefly 
coarse species of Artdropogon , not serviceable for thatching. Among these tfto 
lemon grass occurs abundantly. I am not aware whether the natives of these 
mountains use any plants occurring naturally as vegetables , cooked or uncooked. 
I never saw any of that scrambling into the jungle on the part of the Coolies, 
which so generally occurs in Assam and Burmah, where every second or 
third plant is a favorite dish. 

Of their medicinal plants I am quite ignorant. Our guide, Chillong Soubah, 
who had a great leaning to the practice of physic, assured me that the Booteahs 
were quite ignorant of any medicine whatever. But this is so contrary to the 
prevailing practice among barbarous and semi-barbarous nations, that I place no 
confidence in the assertion. 

Of the mineral productions of the country 1 had no opportunity of learning 
any thing. The only article of this nature that I saw turned to account was 
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clay for pottery, and this was only met with at Poonakh. In short, whatever 
the resources of the country are, one thing is at least certain thar they have 
not yet been developed, and I give the greater part of the Ration credit for 
being among the most idle and most useless on the face of the globe. 

Of the agriculture of Boo tan little is to be said, as so very large a pro- 
portion of the supplies is derived from the Plains. The state in which the 
little agriculture is that is carried on argues as little in favor of the amount of 
agricultural skill they possess, as the uncultivated state of the Dooars does in 
favor of the numerical extent, or of that of their Plain subjects. 

Of Cerealia , or cuimiferous plants, they have the following sorts : rice, 
wheat, barley, raggy, millet, maize ; and of farinaceous grains, not the pro 
duce of cuimiferous plants, they have' buck-wheat ; and of Atriphx , one or 
two species of the leguminous grains. They cultivate one or two species of 
Phaseolus , one of which is the Phaseolus , Max ; the Oror, Cytisus Casan ; the 
Pea, Pis am satirun. 

The only oily -seeded plant I saw, and of this only fragments, was the 
Tel Sesamau oricntale. I saw no reason, however, for supposing that they 
manufactured this oil themselves, 

Of the cuimiferous plants rice forms the staple article of food, and is 
perhaps exclusively used by the Chiefs and their adherents and the very 
numerous establishments of priests. It is the only Htaple article vjpwing the 
Dooars as forming part of Uootan, for in the interior the proportion borne by 
this grain to that of either wheat or barley is very small. Most of the spots 
available from situation and elevation are^cultivated in rice, but in all I saw, 
judging from the remains of the stubble, the crops must have been small. The 
cultivation is conducted in the ordinary manner, as is likewise the mode of 
preparing the slopes for irrigation, or, in other words, terracing. As might be 
expected, it is generally a summer crop, and in all places of sufficient elevation 
is made to alternate with winter crops of wheat or barley. The highest 
elevation at which we saw it cultivated was about Tongso, to the north of 
which village there is a slope cultivated with it from an altitude of 5,500 feet 
to one nearly of 7,000 feet. It is principally used, boiled in the ordinary 
nfanner, and in the preparation of their fermented and spirituous liquors They 
do not seem to prepare it for eating in the dry state, as is so generally done by 
Hindoos. Wheat is perhaps the most common grain cultivated in the interior, 
yet I saw no instance of the promise of fine crops. It is cultivated as low as 
3,500 feet and as high as 9,000 feet, but the fields we saw at this elevation were 
miserably poor from the effects of the bleakness of the winds. No particular 
steps are taken to favor its growth, except in the three elevated valleys, where 
manure is employed from some attention to agriculture being absolutely 
indispensable. The grain is, I think, of inferior quality ; it is principally eaten 
in the shape of chow patties or cakes of heated dough. The flour 
is ground in mills turned by water, but the meal is badly cleaned. 

Barley is of nearly equally extensive cultivation, and, I think, arrives to 
somewhat greater perfection than wheat ; the cultivation is precisely the same, 
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anil probahfr its application. Two or three sorts occur, of these the finest indis* 
putably isKix-rowed barley, but 1 am unable to say whether it is identical with 
the Hordeum hexaatichon , the bear or bigg of Scotland. This sort occurred 
in great perfection along the ravine of the Toemboo, especially about Chupcha ; 
it was the <mly crop really worthy of the name that we saw in the country. 

Of the remaining grains of this nature, Raggy,* Bobosa of Assam, is the 
most common ; it is of a very inferior nature and is only used as a makeshift. 
Millet and maize are so limited in extent as not to be worth consideration. s . 

Of the other farinaceous grains buck-wheat is the only one cultivated to 
any extent ; it occurs throughout the greater part of Bootan, but especially about 

4.000 feet. This grain is either a great favorite with all llill people, or it is of 
such easy cultivation as to compensate *for its inferiority to some others. The 
Booteahs do not appear to feed their cattle on it, and ours by no means approved 
of it. It is propably used as a bread corn. The species of Atriplex , and one or 
two of a nearly allied genus, Chenopodium , are scarcely worth notice. 

They occur in Bhutan as in most other mountainous countries in the East, 
and are more valuable as affording sorts of spinach than for the grains. Equally 
unworthy of notice are the leguminous grains of Bootan, and the few species 
1 saw of the produce appeared to me more probably derived from the Plains 
than from any labour of their own. The only actual cultivation of such I saw 
was a srqtll plantation of oror below Benka or Tasagong, and this, we were told, 
was more with a view to the produce of lac than dal, anil of the pea I saw 
one flourishing field of small extent between Tamaclioo and Oonjar. 

Of their various other “ plants cultivated as vegetables for the table” 
I am quite as ignorant ; every thing in fact is obtained from the Plains. We 
did not even meet with yams or kachoos , both of which I have seen among 
other Hill people in great perfection. They are unaware of the value of the 
potatoe. 

Every body has heard of Bootan turnips, but very few have, I imagine, 
seen them. With the exception of a few we obtained at Dcwangari we saw 
none, nor when we reached the interior did we ever hear of any. There is no 
doubt, however, that excellent turnip seeds have been sent to some people 
from Bootan, but whether from this Bhote ka Moolkh , or the far finer one to t%e 
Westward, I cannot state. I only state their extreme rarity so far as the 
Mission was concerned. Far more common is the inoola or radish, which, I 
suspect, Turner mistook for turnips, f for one has only to imagine that an actual 
Bootan radish is a real Bootan turnip, and it is so. The Bootan radishes grow 
to a large size, but they are very coarse and spongy and heavy of digestion, 
even to a Hindoo stomach. The cultivation chiefly occurs between 5,000 to 

7.000 feet. 

Of plantains they possess a few specimens which may be seen struggling 
for existence as high as 3,500 feet. I did not even see any of the wild plantain, 

* Cleusine Coracana. 

f Excellent turnips were fonnrl by tlie Mission of I8fl4. Tlie seed is brought from Thibet, but 
the vegetable is grown largest in Boot an. 
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easily distinguishable from the white powder, with which the unebr, surface of 
the leaves is covered, and its large stature. This is common on tne Himalayan 
range to the Eastward and ascends as high as 5,000 feet. 

Of that most useful family, the gourd family, I saw no sorts under culti- 
vation. As they depend upon the Plains for all that in their opinion makes life 
tolerable, so do they depend upon their jungles for all flowers to which they may 
have a fancy, or which may be considered as agreeable for offerings. There is 
nQ such thing as a flower graden in the whole parts of the country we saw. 
The royal gardens at Poonakh are scarcely an acre in extent and stretch along 
the river from the bridge to the village. It was made originally with ar view 
to use, never for ornament, and possesses now neither the one nor the other 
recommendation although it has an Afsamese gardener. Oranges, shaddocks, 
pomegranates, the mango, jack, bhoir, &c., &c., are to be found in it. The 
Bootcahs shew some taste in their selection of wild flowers, which is more than 
can be said for the Natives of Bengal, who approve of such vile things as 
gnnda and champa , and many other equally strong or equally gaudy produc- 
tions. With Bootealis rhododendrons, especially the scarlet and the white 
arborious sorts, are favourites, and, I observed, formed the greater part of son*e 
offerings lying in the presence of the Dhurma. 

The only cotton, and it was a miserable specimen, that I saw I 
have mentioned as occurring along the Monass, yet wc were told that a good 
deal was cultivated in similar places throughout Bootan. That we saw none 
is accounted for by the bulk of the population wearing woollen cloths, and by 
the remainder obtaining tlicir supplies from the Plains. No plants were observed 
used for making cordage, the ropes used for fixing the loads being either made 
of twisted rattan or horse hair. On emergencies the porters resort to the jungles, 
in which some very tenacious creepers may be found, but they appear to prefer 
thp species of daphne for this purpose, as the inhabitants of Upper Assam do 
the ood-daly a species of Sterculia. No sugar is cultivated in Bootau, a few 
solitary specimens occurring about villages, being the only specimens we saw. 
The cane itself is imported from the Plains as well as ghoor. The same is 
equally applicable to tobacco, large quantities of which must be consumed*, 
a& all the men are great smokers. They do not appear to be groat pSn- 
eaters ; their supplies of this are also derived from that source which they 
do not scruple to drain so freely. A few straggling plants of hemp are 
to bo met with amongst most villages at rather low elevations, but I never saw 
any to an extent sufficient to warrant me in supposing that any use was 
made of it. 

Of plants cultivated for dyeing I am not aware that any cultivation is 
carried on. At Phullung one villager was attempting to rear a few plants of the 
wild indigo, so much used in Upper Assam, and which, have elsewhere 
stated, is a species of Ruellia. Of this plant, which appears to abound in 
coloring material of a deeper but less brilliant hue than that of indigo, 
I have not been able to meet with any account that can be depended on. I 
have Been that in one of the Volumes of the tran^ctions of the Agricultural 
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Society it i|^nentioned aa Rnellia comosa . No good authority for the name is 
given, and on that of the book itself few, I imagine, will be willing to adopt it. 

The most common dye in Bootan is that furnished by the Mungisth ; 
it appears also to be the favorite color. As the supply obtained from the 
jungles is plentiful no means are resorted to to cultivate it. It forms one of 
the few articles of export from the country, and is generally exchanged for 
dried fish. In Bootan at least two species are used, one of these is Roxburgh’s 
Rubia Mungista. Of the different species of Rubia very little is known, and 
that little is a good deal confused. From Mr. Royle’s account it would appear 
that the article Munjeeth is the produce alone of Rubia cordifolia ( R . Mungis- 
tha Roxb.J The two species used in Bootan are very distinct and very general 
constituents of other mountainous floras ; one of them has leaves without stalks. 

Agriculture being in such a poor state, we need not look for improvement 
in the implements by which it is carried on. The plough is a lumbering article 
on the ordinary Indian principle, and the others are equally bad imitations. 
But as the Booteahs pride themselves on being warriors they arc not inclined to 
turn their swords into ploughshares, and until this is done no improvement can 
be expected. Manures, so far as I had opportunities of judging, are chiefly 
confined to the three great valleys ; they consisted chiefly of rotten fir leaves and 
appeared to me to be of a very poor description. In these parts ashes of 
stubble and weeds are likewise spread over the surface, but the greatest portion 
of labour was expended in pulverising the surface. The natives likewise make 
use of the accumulation of filth under their houses which, judging from the depth 
of the layer, is not always removed annually. This is excellent manure and is 
principally used about the little plots of ground attached to most of the villages. 

Of fences they are generally very regardless, or at best place them where they 
are of no use. Thus the yards of many of the houses, and in some parts what 
are called gardens, are surrounded with stone walls. Some few rising crops arc 
protected by branches of thorny shrubs, but generally the only defence exists 
in the shape of a herd- boy, who is regardful only of damage done is 
own charge. 

In domestic animals they cannot be said to be rich. Chowry-tailed co^s 
certainly are not common, and would appear to be kept chiefly by the officers of 
high rank. As their range is restricted to very high elevations they must be 
in Bootan of very limited utility. I only saw one sufficiently close to ascertain 
what kind of creature it was, and I was much disappointed in finding it an heavy 
clumsy looking animal. The specimen, however, was not a fine one. The 
only herds seen by the Mission were at elevations of nearly 10,000 feet. 
The chowry-tails exported to the Plains probably come from Thibet, and, 
judging from those which we saw, they are of very inferior quality. The cattle 
are used as beasts of burden. 

A much finer animal is the Mithan ; this is the same as the Mithan of 
the Mishmees, or the animal so known in those parts to the Assamese by that 
name, but is very different from the Mithan of the Meekir Hills. This animal 
is not uncommon : the fine# we saw were ut Dewangari, and none were seen 
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after leaving Tongso. Nothing can exceed the appearance of a fine bull ; it 
appears to me intermediate between the buffalo and the English bull, but 
the cows have much less of the heavy appearance so characteristic of the 
buffalo. Their temper is remarkably fine, and their voices or lowing very pecu- 
liar, resembling a good deal some of the cries of the elephant. I am not awaro 
that they are of much use to the natives : the oxen are employed at the plough. 
As the Bootcahs do not seem to care for milk they are probably kept with a 
view to sacrifice, which is with an Asiatic not unfrequently another word for 
feasting. 

The other breed which they possess, and which wc only saw between 
Poonakh and the Plains, assimilates much to the common cattle of Bengal ; 
it is, however, a much larger and a much finer animal. 

Sheep are not very common ; the most we saw were rams, which formed a 
standing part of the russiul. The ewes are used by the Kampas as beasts of 
burden, but 1 am not aware that they are of any # uso to the Bootcahs. 
Throughout Bootan I only suav two flocks. 

Goats are common enough and appear to he of the ordinary plain breed. 
Wc saw no Khwssies, at least live ones, unless I except the six small goats sent 
by the former Deb as presents to the Governor General. 

All these animals are turned out during the day either alone or attended 
by boys. The cattle arc pickcttcd at night either in yards or about the 
villages : the goats find their own quarters on the ground floors of their owners’ 
houses. Either no fodder at all is given, or they are provided with coarse 
straw, which evidently requires great effort to be eaten During the rains 
their condition is much bettered ; in the cold weather it is bad enough, as the 
looks of the beasts testify. 

Pigs of ordinary customs are common enough, and were the only animals 
I saw slaughtered : they are kept with more care than either ponies or cows. 
They are generally treated to a wash once a day, consisting of a decoction of 
heata, of which the common stinging nettle appears to be a favorite and radish 
peelings. Most of the pigs wc saw engrossed the tender cares of the women, who 
certainly paid much more attention to them than they would appear to do to their 
own children. They have peculiar cries well known by the pigs, who are generally 
very obedient, particularly if they see the wash tub ; at night they also occupy 
the ground floors. The ponies of Bootan are sufficiently well known and are, I 
think, much over-estimated. They are very inferior to the ghoonts of Simla 
in size, strength, and appearance. Like all such creatures they are spirited and 
sufficiently headstrong, they understand their duties perfectly, and are orderly- 
enough on a line of march, unless the road is particularly easy. Very few first 
class ponies are to be found in Bootan, and none are to be obtained except 
perhaps at most exorbitant prices. The Booteahs patronise nothing but stal- 
lions, the mares being almost exclusively used for broeding or for carrying 
loads; in such cases they are not led but follow their leader quietly. Ridden 
ponies are always led ; in difficult ascents they are assisted by pushing up, 
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form a part of all out of door ceremonials and are dressed out with gay- 
trappings ; their switch tails are then converted into regular cocktails and 
ornamented with chowrys. Three or four ponies were selected as presents 
to the Mission, but as the hour approached for presenting them tho liberality 
of the Deb rapidly fell and one alone was given to the Governor General. 
This creature never reached the Plains, for after falling twice, once a height 
of fifteen to twenty feet, it expired above Buxa. Wo heard aftor wards that 
it had been very ill for a long time, so that the Deb thought it a capital 
opportunity of getting rid of him. 

The mules are fine and of much more reasonable price than the ponies : 
they are chiefly kept for riding and are mostly of good size. 

Both ponies and mules are stabled and provided with litters, not, as may 
be supposed, of the cleanest description. Their food varies a good deal. On 
some rare occasions they partake of indian corn and wild tares. Still hotter 
olF are those which have participated in some religious ceremonies — for these tho 
green corn of the poor*ryot is not considered too good. Generally, however, they 
are fed on the worm wood, which is so common throughout Bootan below 5,500 
feet, and which is cut up and then boiled, and in some places they are fed on 
tho young boiled leaves of an oak not unlike the celebrated English tree. We 
saw few in good condition. It is probable enough that the ponies of the Dob and 
his chief ministers are occasionally treated to paddy husks, as the Deb very 
graciously sent us a handful or two of this nutritious material in compliance 
with our requests for some grain for our ponies. Of grass they are deprived, 
except during the rains, although Doab grass is to be found about Poonakli in 
sufficicnce to feed six or seven ponies a day. 

The ordinary dog appears to have been brought from the Plains, but its 
pariah qualities are not improved, neither is its condition. Of this one was so 
convinced that he took advantage of our escort and returned to his native country 
with us, evidently highly pleased at his escape and very grateful to us for our 
good offices. Many of the better orders keep Tartar dogs : these are large, 
shaggy, powerful beasts, apparently very fierce and the most incessant bankers 
I ever met with ; they are always |$ept chained up. At a white face they 
appear perfectly furious, but perhaps they rely on the chain. Turner s^fys 
they arc not so bad if one is armed with a bludgeon. Mr. Blake found that 
in almost every instance their eyes were of different colors. 

Of domestic birds the common fowl is the only one. In many places it 
reaches considerable perfection ; about the capital the breed is as bad as can 
be imagined. They all appear to be low-bred, and the old birds, especially 
the cocks, are generally lame from corns. Their crows are most curious and 
very unlike those of any other variety I know of; it is of inordinate length 
and when once commenced cannot bo stopped, for fright only changes it to a 
hasty gobble. The bird, while he is undergoing the process, walks along 
with neck and tail at full stretch, and with his beak wide open totally 
absorbed in the business. No care is taken of the fowls, or at most they are 
allowed to stand round wh|n rice is cleared or pounded. 
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They have no ducks or geese, a want they share with all the mountianous 
tribes I have seen. A peacock is occasionally to be seen in the castles, and at 
Tongso we saw one associated with a tame jacana. 

Fine Arts . — The ordinary form of houses in Bootan is that of a rather 
narrow oblong disproportionately high building : the better order are rather 
irregular in Bhnpe. They are built either of slabs of stone generally 
unhewn, or of mud well beaten down. The walls in all cases are of 
considerable thickness and almost universally slope inwards. They are, for 
oriental houses, well provided with windows, and aro further furnished with 
small verandahs, of which the Booteahs seem very fond. There is little o^ 
no ornamental work about them with the exception of those infested by 
priests, in which there is generally a rather ornamental verandah. The roofs 
throughout the interior are of bad construction ; they are formed of loose 
shingles merely retained in their places by heavy stones placed on the top of 
each. This necessarily requires a very small slopo, but even small as it is the 
whole roof occasionally slips off. In some few places where bamboos are avail- 
able the roofs arc formed of bamboo mats placed in several layers and secured 
cither by stones or rattans. In the better order of houses the great pervious- 
ness of the roof is compensated for by the imperviousness of the ceiling 
of the uppermost story, which is well laid down with mud; houses situated 
near the Plains, where proper grasses are obtainable, are thatched (the most 
common grass is the Oollookher, Saccharum cyltndricum ,) such roofs, from 
their slope, thickness, and projecting eaves, aro excellent. The generality of 
housos have a court-yard in front surrounded by a stone or mud wall, the en- 
trance to which is, or has at one time been, furnished with a stout door. Access 
to the first floor, (for the ground floor is invariably occupied by pigs, goats, &c.,) 
is gained by a rude sort of stair intermediate between real stairs and ladders 
and rather dangerous : a greater degree of safety is some times insured by 
the presence of a banister. Each story is divided into several apartments, 
which are generally defective in height ; no regularity in their distribution 
appears to be ever observed ; they are not provided with chimneys, and in 
may instances we found tho smoke almost^ intolerable. 

f Tho houses of the poorer orders, situated near the Plains, are miserable 
habitations, but still are better than those in common use in Bengal and Assam 
inasmuch as they are built on muchawns. 

The castles and palaces are buildings of a much superior nature ; indeed 
it is said that they are erected by Thibetans or Chinese. They are of immense 
Bize varying a good deal in form according to the nature of the ground on 
which they are built, and which is invariably a spur or tongue of land situated 
between the junction of two streams. If the ground be even the form chosen 
seems to be parallelograramio, but if it be uneven it has no form at all. They 
are, particularly in the latter case, ornamented with towers and other defences 
either forming part of the building or detached from it. 

The national walls and roofs are preserved ; the former are of great 
thickness pierced in the lower port with narrow utterly inefficient loop-holes. 
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In the interior there are one or two large court-yards. The first and second 
stories are the chiefly inhabited ones, the ground floor, however, is not so pro- 
faned as in other houses. Most of them are ornamented with a raised square or 
oblong tower or building in which the chief persons take up their quarters. 
That of Poonakh is the largest and lofliest, consisting of several stories and 
several roofs gradually decreasing in size, an obvious imitation, except in the 
straightness of the roofs, of the Chinese form ; it is in part covered with 
copper, as the Bootcahs assured us, gilt. All these largo buildings, as well 
as the summer-houses attached to them, the houses of recluses or activo priests, 
the resting houses of Chiefs, and religious edifices of every kind or description 
are white-washed, and most are ornamented with a belt of rod ochre not far 
from the roof. The residences of the great men and some of the religious 
edifices are distinguished by a folded gilt umbrella stuck on the top resembling 
a long narrow bell rather than that for which it is intended. 

In none do there appear to be any particular accommodations for sleeping, 
but in each house thefe is a cloacus. One room is Bet apart for a cook-room and 
Constitutes the principal inconveuiencc in a Booteah house; no use is made of the 
uppermost story for this purpose, as the Booteahs consider it sacred ; and as they 
have no chimnies, out of pure reverence they arc content to bear smoke in its 
blackest and most pungent forms. Their fire-places, that is for cooking, are 
good and powerful ; those are likewise used as furnaces for their stills. A good 
representation is given of them in Turner’s Bootan. The flooring of the 
house is generally good, of many really excellent; the doors are folding, 
and the fastenings of the windows of similar construction. The only very 
deficient part of a good Booteah house exists in the stairs and want of 
chimneys. 

To the castles stables are appended, but in spite of their being deprived 
of this copious source of filth and vermin the deficiency is made up by the 
number of inhabitants. Of their religious edifices some are of picturesque 
appearance, being ornamented with carved window frames and verandahs. The 
most common are the pagodas, which approach in form to the ordinary 
Buddhistical forms, such at least as are universal throughout Burmah. Those 
of Bootan are, however, vastly inferior in size, form, and construction, and ifre 
mostly such as an ordinary Burmese peasant would be ashamed of building. 
They are built of slabs of unhewn stono, and are not much ornamented, 
particularly as they are not provided with a red belt. The handsomest and 
the largest* we saw was that close to Tchinjipjee, this was ornamented with 
small pagodas at each corner and had the umbrella, which was of curious 
form, garnished with bells with the usual long tongues. In the upper portion 
each face had a nose of portentous dimensions and two Chinese eyes. I am not 
aware whether, as in Burmah, they contain images or not, but slabs of inscribed 
slate are very generally let into their sides. t 

* The name of this Chiotackari Kocho. 

t The Pagodas arc always Rurroundod hy poles either of bamboo or fir, to which are attached 
longitudinally long strips of coarse cotton cloths entirely' covered with inscriptions. 
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Appended to these are long walls of poor construction covered with roofs, 
on each they bear inscriptions, and in some instances paintings situated in 
recesses. The other forms generally occur as small square buildings ; they are 
cither built up over large idols, or are empty, but decorated with paintings of 
gods, much resembling, especially in gaudiness, the common sorts of Hindoo 
deities, or they contain the peculiar cylinders which contain incantations, and 
which are constantly, or at * least ought to be, kept in motion by the action of 
water. In some places where running streams are not obtainable, as in the 
Soubahs houses, these are revolved by the hand. 

There is nothing particular in the construction of their flour mills, which are 
very small ; the pivot is vertically attached at the bottom to an horizontal water 
wheel and passing above through two horizontal stones, of which the upper one 
alone revolves, the flour is hindered from falling oil the under stone by the person 
in attendance. 

Of bridges they have two kinds, the suspension and wooden ; the latter are, 
1 think, of better construction than the former although not of equal ingenuity. 
The finest suspension bridgo in Bootan is that across the Monass below 
Tazgong, and has a span of about sixty yards. -The chains arc slight and the 
links too long ; the masonry by which the chains are supported is massive 
and built into tall respectablo looking towers. The motion is very considerable. 
The great fault in this bridge, and in this respect it is inferior to that of 
Chukka, is that its bottom or platform is not flat, but forms the segment 
of a circle and is continuous with the sides, which are made of bamboo 
matting. 

The wooden bridges, which are thrown over all the second class torrents, 
are solid looking and impress one with the idea of great strength. Considerable 
pains are taken in the selection of such spots where the span is less and where 
solid abutments either exist or may be readily made. The supports are large 
beams placed in pairs with a cross timber between each, and which pass through 
tho abutments, on which towors are erected for the purpose of giving stability. 
Tho beams gradually increase in length from below upwards so that each 
projects somewhat beyond that immediately below it. On the upper pair, which 
fofm a slightly inclined plane, planks are placed. As the upper beams only 
project over perhaps one-third of the span the centre of the bridge is made up 
of horizontal beams and planks. If quite complete the bridge is covered with 
a chopper, and provided on either side with a stout open balustrade. Small streams 
are crossed by planks or timbers, the upper surface of which is rendered plane. 
From the construction of their buildings it would appear that they possess 
considerable architectural genius* ; but we were told that all those of superior 
construction are built by Thibetans or Chinese; this was certainly the case with 


* Turner, in mentioning their aqueducts, draws a comparison between the Booteahs and the 
wonderful ancients. lie compares a few wooden troughs, Applied end to end, and so badly construct- 
ed that one kick would demolish considerable portions, to those masterpieces of master minds which 
lanali at time. 
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the bridge erecting over tlie Deo Nuddee not far from Dewangari. As long as 
nature supplies rocks of easy and perfect cleavage the houses are built of 
such materials, and these are used perhaps in all cases in the constructions of 
rank or sacred character. In many places mud is resorted to ; the mud is 
pressed tightly between planks and then assiduously beaten down by feet and 
clubs ; in this they shew great dexterity, fivo or six persons, chiefly women, 
beating at once a piece of mud of small dimensions. The mud is beaten down 
on that which has been previously so treated, so that when they come to any 
height there must be considerable danger of falling, particularly as the beaters 
make most extraordinary antics. When each piece is sufRciently compacted it is 
allowed to dry. As portions of mud of a parallclogrammic form are thus treated 
the house presents lines, which at first lead one to suppose that it is built of 
blocks of coarse sand-stone. The process is very tedious. • 

The sculpture they possess would appear to he Chinese : some of the 
figures were really excellent ; the finest we saw were at Dewangari, especially 
that of the Dhurma, before which it is considered impossible to sin, and this 
may be the reason of the natives striving so strenously to do so. All these 
figures were well dressed. The few figures of Budli that I saw were rather 
rude, in the usual position, and with the usual long fingers and toes. These 
people certainly have an idea of drawing and this was very pleasing. To a 
native of the Plains you may shew a drawing which you have every reason to 
be pleased with, particularly if you have done it yourself, and he says u hja V * 
or he mistakes a house for a boat, or a tree for a cow. In Bootan, however, 
the case is very different; our sketches were recognised immediately no 
matter what subjects we intended to represent. They are also ready 
at comprehending charts. And with regard to their own performance we 
had opportunities ^ judgment presented to us by the walls of many houses 
which were covered with scrawls. They excel in the ropesentation of animals, 
particularly when the shape depends upon tho will of the artist. 

Music enters into most of their ceremonies, and tho favorite instrument 
emits a sound like that of a bassoon. Another favorite instrument is a 
clarionet, particularly when made from tho thigh bone of a man : the soqpd 
of this is equal to that of any Bengal musical instrument, and is as disagreeable 
as it is continuous, the skill of the performer depending entirely upon his 
length of wind. One of these instruments generally heads every procession 
of sufficient importance. 

At two of our interviews with Soubahs we had an opportunity of 
witnessing the mode of dancing, which was done entirely by women, and 
as certain qualifications for dancing girls exist to a remarkable extent in 
Bootan they are chosen indiscriminately. The dancing merely consists in slow 
revolutions and evolutions and out- turning of the hands. They danced to their 
own music, which consisted of a low monotonous chanting of a much more 
pleasing nature than the altissimo screeching so admired in India. 

Of their manufacturing skill I saw few or no instances. All the woollen 
cloths of ordinary quality are imported from Bengal or ^Thibet, their own 
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manufacture being, it is said, confined to the production of coarse, often |jfcriped 
blankets scarcely a foot wide. They make but very little cotton cloth, and the 
manufacture of this appears to be confined to the villages near the Plains ; the 
article is of poor and coarse quality. All their silks and many other parts of 
their fine apparel are Chinese. 

I have before mentioned the use they make of bamboos and rattans. In 
the work of articles manufactured from these materials they are not superior 
to the wildest of the Hill tribes to be found about Assam. 

Their ordinary drinking cups arc wooden and look as if they were turned, 
and they are 'perhaps the best specimens of manufacture we witnessed. 

Their workers in metal are very inferior. We saw some miserable black- 
smiths and silversmiths, provided with utterly inefficient apparatus ; however, 
there is noJfciuch demand on their skill, as all their arms, and all their better sort 
of utensils are of foreign manufacture, principally Thibetan. They are said to 
manufacture the copper pans used for cooking or dyping and which are 
frequently of vciy large imensions, and they went bo far as to point out the 
place of manufacture, viz ., Tassangsoe. But I doubt this, for in the first place 
the vessels resemble much those made in Thibet, and in the second I saw 
nothing like any manufacture going on at Tassangsec, except that of burning 
charcoal, which is much used in cooking. Paper they certainly do make 
and in some quantity : I had no opportunity of seeing the process. The 
material is furnished by two or three species of Dapline. The article 
varies much in size, shape, and quality, the finest being white, clean, and 
very thin, the worst nearly as coarse as brown paper. If bought from 
the manufacturers themselves it is cheap, the price being six annas for 
twenty large sheets; if from an agent the price of course increases in 
a centisimal proportion. It is well adapted for packing,%s insects will not 
come near it, always excepting the formidable white ant, who, however, 
consumes the contents of the paper, not the article itself. This paper appears to 
be precisely the same as that manufactured to the North-West and South-East 
by the Shan Chinese. 

The only potteries I saw were near Poonakh, but although they supplied 
tho capital there were only two or three families employed. The clay is 
obtained close to the potteries and is of tolerable quality ; it is pulverised by 
thrashing with a flat club and is then sifted. It is subsequently kneaded by 
means of water into the proper consistence. The operations are conducted 
entirely by the hand, and the dexterity which is shewn in fashioning the vessels 
is considerable. Of vessels for containing water the upper half is made first 
and the under is added afterwards. Those made during the day are burnt at 
night being covered with straw, which is then set on fire ; the finishing operation, 
if required, and which is intended as a substitute for glazing, is rubbing them 
over with tarry turpentine. They are then packed and carried off to market 
or rather to the palace : the artists are the poorest of the poor and as filthy as any 
other class in Bootan. They live close to the potteries in the most miserable 
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pana^some of which have very small inefficient handles,) gtrrrahs, and large 
oblong vessels for containing water. Of these one family, consisting of ten or 
twelve, can make a considerable number, say sixty in one day. 

Of their manufactures of leathern articles I can Bay nothing ; the only 
articles I saw of this nature were the boots, which are of untanned hides, and 
the reticules for holding tobacco, which are of decent fashioning, tanned, and 
colored. And I believe I may here close the list, meagre as it is, for the sugar, 
oil, ghee, &o., they use is all brought up from the Plains. As their manufac- 
tures are at so low an ebb not much is to be expected in the way of commerce, 
and this must continue to be the case so long as they derive every thing from 
the Plains and make no returns whatever ; so long as they may live an idle life 
at the expense of others. Throuj^out the country indeed thercis hut little 
evidence of frequency of intercourse. The busiest place by far wdj^ewangari, 
but this depended chiefly on the steps taken for the provision of our party and on 
the daily assembling^of the Kaiupas prior to descending to Hazoo. The Deb is 
stated to be the principal merchant,%ut we only met two ct^pes laden with his 
merchandise I All the Soubahs likewise trade, but, I apprehend, their dealings 
are altogether insignificant, for, excepting their followers, who are disinclined to 
pay, even had they money, and the priests, who will not pay, 1 know none 
from whom advantage in the way of traffic could, with any reason, be expected. 

The exports from Bootan to the Plains are generally exposed for sale at 
annual fairs, of which Iiazoo and Rungpore are the principal. The articles are 
ponies, mules, woollen cloth, and rock salt. To these I must add a peculiar 
spice known in Assam by the name of Jubrung , and which is used, I believe, to 
some extent by natives in their cookery. It is very fragant, very aromatic, and 
excessively pungent, and if kept in the mouth but a short time occasions a 
remarkably tremulous sensation of the tongue and lips. It is the capsule of a 
species of Zauthoxylon found on other mountains to the North-East, although 
I am not aware whether it. is used as a spice elsewhere than in Bootan. Captain 
Jenkins first pointed it out to me, and I had several opportunities of seeing the 
shrub producing it during my visit to Bootan. All of these are of inferior 
quality, ao&roely less so, perhaps, than the article in which they pay the greater 
part of even their nominal tribute. From Thibet they obtain all their auks 
and tea; there is, however, very little intercourse between the countries. 

I am afraid that this very imperfect account will be considered as preju- 
diced, but I believe it will be found, if put to the test, tolerably faithful. I went 
into the country prepossessed in favor of every thing bearing the name of 
Bootan. I expected to see a rich country and a civilised people. I need not 
say how all my expectations were disappointed. Whatever ulterior benefits may 
be derived from the Mission, one, and that by no means inconsiderable, has alrea- 
dy resulted. I allude to the demolition of the extravagant ideas entertained, even 
by our Fronti<& Officers, of the prowess and riches of Bootan. As the Mission 
will have been the means of reducing this people to their proper level among 
barbarous tribes, we may expect that their demeanor will become more respectful, 
their behaviour more cautious, and the payment of the tribute more sound 
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and more punctual. In a word, they will understand that they are 
by— not the equals of— the gigantic British power, i have stated my opifilbn of 
them with some severity, bnt with impartiality, and my conviction is that they 
are, in all the higher attributes, very inferior to any other mountainous tribe I 
am acquainted with on the North-East Frontier. 

It must not be supposed that, however disgusted with the inhabitants of 
the country, the Mission was not a source of great gratification to me. It 
afforded me an opportunity of visiting a very alpine country ; and, what ' is 
much more important, of fixing, through the kindness and skill of Captain 
Pemberton, the localities of nearly 1,500 species of plants with such accuracy 
that the collection will be of much interest to all students of Botanical 
Geography. It afforded me, too, an oppoAaity of profiting from the valuable 
iostructio4^f Captain Pemberton, so much so, that it will always be a matter 
of regret to me that I was so ignorant of so many essential requisites during 


the other journeys I have had the honor ofjierfonning. 


WILLIAM GRIFFITHS, 


Assistant Surgeon, Madras Establishment, 

In Medical charge , Bootan Mission. 
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Translated by D . Scott, Esq. 


The Country of Bootan is bounded on the South by the Territories of 
the Hon’ble Company and of the Raja of Coooh 

om^Con^t^ofBootan* Bohar > on the Bart and South b 7 A 9 .®” 11 i °“ the North 
by the Lhassa Territories; by Mem, or the Lepha 

country on the West ; and by Digurchee on the North-West. The country 
extends in length from East to West in some places twenty days, and in some 
parts twenty-five days’ journey ; but is less in breadth, being from South to 
North from ten to fifteen days’ journey. The Bootan Territory is entirely 
* mountainous except on the South, South-West, and Eastern parts, where 
there is level land. The low-lands, if well cultivated, are. capable of pro- 
ducing a revenue of seven or eight lacs of Rupees ; but they are in general 
waste, and at present the whole revenue of Bootan, including mal and 
sayer, and all items of collection, does not probably amount to three lacs of 
Rupees. 

It is related by the people of Bootan that to the North of Lhassa there 
is a country called Lenja, in which Lam Sapto, or the Dhurma Raja, formerfy 
dwelt. From that place he went to Lhassa, and after residing there for some 
time he arrived at Poonakh in Bootan, whioh was at that time ruled by a Raja of 
the Coooh tribe. When the Dhurma Raja arrived t£ere he began to play upon a 
Trind of pipe made of a human thigh bone, and to act contrary to the obser- 
vances of the Coooh tribe, and to perform miracles, at which the Coooh Raja 
was so terrified that he disappeared with his whole family and servants under 
ground. The Dhurma Raja, finding the fort empty, went in and took posses- 
sion, and having deprived of their caste all the followers and slaves of the 
Coooh flaja who remained above ground, he instructed them in his own reli- 
gious faith and oustoms : their descendants still remain at Poonakh and form 
the caste or tribe called Thep. In tibia way the Dhurma Raja got possession of 
Poonakh, but on&nsideration that the sins of his subjects are attributable to 
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the ruler of a country, instead of setting himself on the throne, and exercis- 
ing the sovereign authority, he sent to Lhassa for a Thibetan in order to 
secure possession of the country ; and having made him his Prime Minister, 
and called him the Deb Baja, he occupied himself entirely with the cafes of 
religion and contemplation of the Deity. At that time the respective boun- 
daries, tribute, and authority of the different Bajas or Governors of Bootan 
were settled as they continue to this day, as will be more particularly detailed 
hereafter. 1 

All the people of Bootan considered the Dhurma Raja as their spiritual 
guide and incarnate Deity, and implicitly obeyed hiB orders. Sometime 
after this, and shortly before the Dhurma Raja’s death, he directed that on 
the occurrence of that event his dwelling house, refectory, and Btore-rooms 
should bedecked up, and that his slaves and wealth should be taken care of 
as before ; that his body should not be burned, but having been fried in oil, 
that it should be put into a box, and that tea and rice and vegetables should 
l>e placed daily afc the hour of meals near the box, whilst his followers should 
perform religious worship, by which means he should obtain the food, until 
after a time he should l>e regenerated at Lhassa, and would again come to 
take possession of his country. After that the Dhurma Raja died, and in 
the course of time the child of a poor man in Lhassa began to say, in the 
third year of his age, “ I am the Dhurma Raja, my country is Ldldmba, or 
Bootan ; my house and property are there.” On hearing this the Deb Raja 
sent people to make enquiry respecting the child. On their arrival at Lhassa 
they went to him, and having heard what he said, they acknowledged him as 
Dhurma Raja ; but on wishing to take him away, the ruler of Lhassa and the 
child’s parents objected thereto* upon which the Deb Raja sent large presents « 
of money, horses, and goods to the ruler of Lhassa, and to the parents of the 
child, and brought away the latter into the country of Bootan. On his 
arrival there certain articles were taken out of the store rooms of the deceased 
Dhurma Raja, and being mixed with similar articles belonging to others, 
were shown to the child, and he was asked which of the things were his. 
Upon this the infant Dhurma Raja recognized his former property, and as he 
also knew the slaves, it appeared that he was in reality the Dhurma Raja, 
and he was accordingly seated with the usual religious observances and cere- 
monies on the throne. After that he began to read the Shfetrtis and to per- 
form the ceremonies practised by the former Dhurma Raja, and in , the 
same manner being thus continually regenerated the Dhurma Rajas con- 
tinue until the present day. The reigning Dhurma Raja is accordingly to some 
the tenth/ and according to others the eleventh ; but none can tell exactly, 


* The Dhurma Bajas succeeding to the- Government at the age of three, the value of tea of 
their Kvea win he about 650 yearn, and if from thj* we deduct the value of one life on wcount of 
the advanced age of the Bret Dhurma Raja, and the period which the reigning one baa still to live, 
the remainder, 916 yean, will approximate very nearly to the period when the preaent Coooh Bahar 
Dynasty Bret appeared, the founder of which may have been the expelled Raj*. This is the 




ACCOUNT OF BOOTAN. 


189 


nor can they say how many years it is since the first Dhurma, Raja came to 
Poonakh from Lenja. These particulars are contained in a Lanita or history 
of the Dhurma Raja ; but the only copies of it are in the hands of the reigning 
Dhdhna and Deb Rajas, and it is not procurable. The present Dhurma 
Raja was not regenerated in Lhassa, the reason of which is as follows : previ- 
ously to the death of the late Dhurma Raja, the Deb Raja and other coun- 
sellors of State entreated the Dhurma saying “You have hitherto been 
regenerated in Lhassa, and in bringing you here a great expense is unneces- 
sarily incurred.” Upon which the Dhurma replied, “ I will become regene- 
rated in the Shosheb caste, and in Tongso,” and accordingly he re -appeared 
in Tongso, and is of the Shasheb caste. In like manner, as the Dhurma Rajas 
at the age of three years declare their regenerations, other persons in Bootan 
also at the same age make similar declarations, and if there h a \gife or child 
or relation of the person in his former birth alive, they present something to 
the parents of the child and carry him to a Gylong or monk who has forsaken 
the world, or to the f)hurma Raja or some place of worship, and there make ft 
Gylong of him. If no relation of the child in his former birth remain, his parents 
themselves make a Gylong of him in the manner above described. Of this 
kind of Gylongs fifty or sixty might be found, but before or after three years of 
age none of them can recollect their former existence : in this manner also 
are regenerated tlie Lama of Lhassa, Gyu Rimbichtf, and the Lama of Digur- 
choe, Pcnjelam or Teshoo Lama, and the ruler of Chake called Chakelam. 

The Booteahs consider the Dhurma Raja as their spiritual guide, incar- 
nate Deity, and Sovereign Prince ; but in respect to the internal government 
of the country or to its relations with any Foreign States, he has no authority 
whatever j and, with exception to spiritual and religious matters, the adminis- 
tration of the Government of the country is conducted by the Deb Raja, with 
the advice of the Korjis and Counsellors, and in Borne cases with the concur- 
rence of the Dhurma Raja. From the cares of Government the Dhurma Raja 
is almost entirely free, and he has no great number of attendants for purposes 
of State. According to the ancient custom lie receives for his daily subsis- 
tence. 8 measures, or 41bs. of rice, his Zimpe receives 21bs., and the Gylongs 
attached to his suite receive some 21bs. and some lib. according to their raftk. 
The Zinkaffs or Messengers, and Sankaups or menial servants, and his male 
and female slaves to the number allowed by ancient enstom, each receive 
lib. of rice per diem : it is called in Bootan dean rice, but is in feet half 
composed of that grain in the husk. Besides the above any person who is 
employed by the Dhurma Raja on the public service is paid from the public 
Treasuiy by the Deb Raja. The Dhurma Raja also receives something in the 
way of Nuzzerana or offerings from the inferior Chiefs, and he trades to some 
extent. These perquisites are under the control of the Lam Zimp6 or house- 
hold steward, the Dhurma himself remaining constantly employed in the 
performance of his religious duties. The Lam Zimp6 exercises authority over 
the agents in t rade , and the Zinkaffs and slaves, male and female, and other 
personal deperi^pfcs of the Dhurma Raja, and an Offioer called Zimpenum acts 
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as Lam Zimp6’s deputy, and takes care of the treasury and store-rooms. 
About fifteen or twenty menials are employed in the service of the Dhurma 
Baja, and besides them sixty Zinkaffs* or Messengers remain in attendance at 
the gate-way, and forty Gylongs are constantly in attendance for the pdlfor- 
mance of the ceremonies of religion ; the above constitute the whole of his 
personal attendants. The Dhurma Raja possesses lands in the low country to 
the south of the Hills of the annual value of seven or eight thousand Rupees, 
and trades with a capital of twenty-five or thirty thousand Rupees. On the 
appointment of any of the Officers of State they proceed, after receiving their 
dress of honor from the Deb Raja, to the Dhurma Raja, to whom they present 
an offering, and reoeive a handkerchief, or a piece of silk of three feet in 
length and two* fingers breadth, which is tied about their necks ; this they con- 
sider sacred* and to act as a preservative from danger. From this source the 
Dhurma Raja may reoeive 2,000 Rupees per annum. When any of the 
Dhurma Raja’s servants obtain any public employment, they also present him 
with something additional, and when people die, he receives something at the 
funeral obsequies, or when any religious ceremony takes place ; from both these 
sources he may derive about 2,000 Rupees annually. Besides the above income 
he possesses about one hundred and twenty-five tangans and mares, one hun- 
dred and fifty or two hundred cows and buffaloes, and a considerable sum of 
ready money. His expences are very considerable, as he is obliged to maintain 
all supernumerary Gylongs and followers exceeding the ancient establishment 
from his private funds, and also to defray the expences of the religious ceremo- 
nies and charitable donations, so that little remains of his annual receipts. 
The Deb Raja has no authority over the Dhurma Raja’s people, and whatever is 
done by the Deb Raja is done with the advice or knowledge of the Kalan, who is 
one of the Counsellors invariably appointed by the Dhurma Raja. If the 
Dhurma Raja’s people go to any Soubah or Collector in the interior, they 
receive from them their food, but without the Deb Raja’s orders they can 
neither demand food from the Ryots, nor porters to carry their baggage. Lam 
Zimp6 had under his orders twenty peons ; in point of rank he is on an 
equality with the Deb Raja’s Dewan. 

( The Deb Rcga is the Prime Minister. The Doily is the Deb Raja’s public 
Dewan. Kalan iB a Counsellor who attends on the part of the Dhurma Raja, 
and these two, with Punab or Puna Zimp6, the Governor of Poonakh, and 
Thimpoab or Thimpoo Zimp6 the Governor of Tassisudon, are the four chief 
Counsellors of State. Wandipoor Zimp6, the Governor of the Fort of 
Wandipoor, Paro Pillo, the Governor of Paro, Tongso Pillo, the Governor of 
Tongso, and Tagna Pillo, the ruler of Tagna, are also of the. same rank ; and 
without their concurrence the Deb Raja can do nothing ; they are equal in 
rank to the four Counsellors above mentioned, and the rulers of smaller 
Districts, and the Soubahs of passes, are under their respective orders. 
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The Deb Raja or the Prime Minister is the principal organ of Government. 
He reoeives the customary tribute from the different Governors of districts, 
and having laid it up in the Government store-rooms disburses the established 
chargee of the State. He has, however, no authority to deviate in the smallest 
degree from the observance of established customs. The revenue whioh he 
receives from the oountry is expended in religious ceremonies and in feeding 
the dependents of Government. The Deb Raja is entitled to 6 measures or 
3 lbs. of rice from the Government stores daily ; his Zinkaffs and Sankaups 
are also fed from the public stores, but receive no wages. His other perquisites 
are from six sources, as follows : — 

1st. — When any person is appointed a Pillo or Zimp6, or to any office 
of State, they present something to the Deb Raja. 2 ndly. — He reoeives per- 
sonally the whole revenue of the low-land estates of Moinagooree, &c., about 
30,000 Rupees per annum. 3 rdly . — He trades with a capital of about 40,000 
Rupees. 4 tkly. — He # receives a fine in all cases of murder or homicide 
of 126 Rupees from the offender. 5 thly. — He is entitled to the property of 
all servants of Government on their demise, unless they may have been de- 
pendents of the Dhurma Raja, who in that case succeeds to their property. 
Gthly. — He presents horses, silk, salt, and hoes to the petty landholders and 
farmers, and receives much more than the value in return. By these means 
he collects money, and with the contents of the public store-rooms, and the 
produce of his brood mares and cattle, he defrays the oharges of the religious 
oeremonies and expence attending the manufacture and sanctification of new 
images of the deities, which are constantly going on in the palace. When 
the Deb Raja vacates his office he must leave to his successor 500 Rupees in 
cash in the Treasury, 126 slaves, 126 horses, and the ensigns and appendages of 
State, and with the remainder of his wealth he may retire wherever he pleases, 
but upon his death the reigning Deb Raja will be entitled to what he 
leaves. 

The Deb Zimp6, or the private Dewan of the Deb Raja, has an estab- 
lishment of twenty Poes or fighting messengers ; he superintends flie trading 
and other concerns of the Deb Rajas, §jd is entitled to 25m. of rice 
per diem, and to certain perquisites on tne appointments of the inferior 
Officers of Government, and in cases of homicide. The Deb Zimp6’s Poes 
receive the same allowance as those of the four Counsellors or Karjis. 

The Zimpenum is the steward of the household. The wardrobe, cash, 
jewels, and plate are under his charge ; he has ten Poes or fighting messen- 
gers under his orders,, and reoeives an allowance of l£ib. of rice, and a fee 
from persons visi ting the Deb Raja. His rank is equal to that of the Dewans 
of the Soubaha. 

The Dony or public Dewan and Sheriff constantly attends the Deb Raja, 
and transacts the public business of Government. He has an establishment 
of twenty Poes, receives an allowance of 21bs. of rice, a fee in cases of 
homicide, and a present for an appointment ; he has about ten or twelve 
menials all annflr 
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The Goreba, or Warden of the Fort gate, has five Poes, and is equal in 
rank to the Donchap. 

The Donchap or Zemindar has under him ten PoeB ; he is the Deputy of 
the Dony and executes his orders ; he receives an allowance of ljfts. of rice, 
and his chief business is to go and inform the Dhurma and Deb Rajas when 
the rice is boiled, and after reeeiving their orders to see that each person gets 
his proper share. Tabey is the chief of the ZinkafFs, of whom 100 remain 
in attendance on the Deb Raja. Tabey has ten Poes and an allowance of 
lifts, of rice. The ZinkafFs go to war, and on errands of trade and 
publio business, and each receives 1ft. of rice, and allowance of tea 
and spirits, and four pieces of cloth. Tap6 is the head groom, he has five 
Poes and 150 grooms under his orders. He has oharge of the horses and 
receives lifts of rice. 

Nep is the store-keeper of the rice. 

Ch’hane has charge of the salt and groceries, and has three or four Poes ; 
he reoeives 1ft. of rice. 

Man6 is the chief of the buttermeu, and has three Poes and an allowance 
of 1ft. of rice. 

Shan6 has charge of the larder ; his attendants, &c., as above. 

Thapd is the chief cook; he has twenty Poes, and receives ljfts. of 

rice. 

Tongso is the chief physician ; he has four Poes, and receives 2fts. 
of rice. 

Labetui is the Bootan Secretary ; he has five Poes and 21bs. of rice, 
he also receives something from the Soubahs, and has altogether about 1,000 
Rupees per annum. 

Kaiti are the Bengal and Persian Secretaries. They get each 21bs. 
of rioe, and have each two Poes, and receive from the Soubahs and Pillos 
about 1,000 Rupees, and also something for causes and liberty in the low- 
lands. 

Kalan is the Counsellor on the part of the Dhurma Raja. He has twenty 
Pqes ; he assists in the Council, ud together with other Counsellors tries cases 
for robbery, theft, and murder, So. It is also his special duty to inform the 
Dhurma Raja of all that iB going on. He receives 21bs. of rice and some 
fees on suits. 

Pdna-ab or Pdna Zimpd is the Governor of Poonakh Fort. In the cold 
weather the Dhurma and Deb Rajas live there for six months, the surround- 
ing Ryots are under Pdna-ab and are all Booteahs. Puua-ab has nothing to 
do with the cultivators of the low-lands ; under him are Leejee Zimp6 and 
two other Collectors, called Tumas, of inferior rank. His jurisdiction extends 
in length two days journey from South to North, and somewhat less in 
breadth. Poonakh is the centre of it, and the whole can be seen from that 
place. Ptina-ab collects from the Ryots rice, wood, wheat, and grass accord- 
ing to custom, and having stored up these articles serves them out to the 
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is a religious ceremony called Dungsu, at which the Pillos and Zirapcs attend 
and pay the accustomed tribute to the Deb Raja ; on that occasion all the 
Ryots of Poonakh attend, and the Governor is required to feed the whole 
assembly. At that time a great Council is held and persons appointed and 
removed from office. Puna Zimp6 has many horses and cattle, and trades 
with a capital of four or five thousand Rupees ; he has a Zimp6, Zimponum, Neb, 
Tui, and Officers of different descriptions, the same as the Deb Raja has himself. 
He gets no revenue in cash and pays none, but feeds the Court for six months, 
with the exception of thirteen days, during which time Wandipoor Zimp6 is 
bound to furnish them with provisions. He tries all causes, civil and criminal, 
except homicide, and his jurisdiction includes about a 32nd part of Bootan. 

"Thimpoo Zimp6 is the Governor of the Fort of Tassisudon or Tashizong ; 
during the six months the Court remains there lie feeds the whole, and pro- 
vides for the poojah, &c. (in concurrence with the Deb Raj’s Officers). His 
Territory extends to flic North three days journey, and to tho South seven 
or eight. From East to West it is from one to three days journey in breadth. 
In this district there are under Thimpoo a Pillo, a Zimpe, a Jaddu, and five 
Tumas. Two days journey to the North there is a place called Gacha, the 
Pillo or Governor of which is tributary : there is a 'Puma at Wakha six coss 
to the South, a Pillo at Chipeha, fifteen coss South-West, and under him two 
Tumas ; his jurisdiction is three days journey in length and one in breadth. 
To the South of Chipeha three days journey resides Pacha Jadu, or the 
Soubali of Passakha or Buxa Doom', and the low-land country to the 
South is under him. Thimpoo ^imp6 receives S00 Rupees from the Soubah of 
Buxa Dooar, and from other places grain, &c., and he feeds the Court for 
six months, and defrays the expense of the Chichu Poojah, which takes place in 
Assin. On that occasion the whole of the Pillos and Soubahs assemble and 
hold a general Council, and then the Deb Raja issues orders for the removal 
and appointment of the Officers of this description. Thimpoo Zimpe trades to 
a greater extent than Puna-ab ; tries all civil and criminal causes, with the 
exception of cases of homicide, and assists at the trial of murder, and heinous 
offences, with the rest of the Counsellors of State. Thimpoo Zimp6 has officers 
under him of the same description as the Deb Raja himself. 

Paro Pillo is the Governor of Paro and resides two days journey to the' 
west of Tassisudon or Tashizong. He is an Officer of great consequence and 
has under him Delai Zimp6 or the Governor of Darlingcote, the Jusha Zirapd or 
Soubah of Tiindu Dooar, the Chamoorchee Jadu or Soubah of that place, Dun- 
turn or the Soubah of Luckeepoor and Bala Dooar, and tho Tuma or Collector of 
Kyrantee, who is under the Soubah of Darlingcote. At Hapgang and Huldibari 
there are also Tumas, and three days journey to the North of Paro, at Pharee, 
on the borders of the Lhassa Territory, he has a dependent Governor called 
Pharee Pillo. All these Officers are under Paro Pillo’ s command, and deliver 
cash, grain, <fec., to him, with the exception of the Soubah of Darlingcote, who 
maintains the Garrison of Darlingcote and keeps the balance for military 
charges. There are many soldiers at Darlingcote who are always ready to fight, 

a 1 
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and the Governor being subject to Paro Pillo, the latter is on this account more 
powerful than the other Pillos. His Territory extends twelve days journey 
from North to South, and is from six to eight days journey in breadth ; he has 
under him six out of the eighteen Dooars or passes, and Mb jurisdiction includes 
one-fourth of Bootan. He pays altogether in two instalments 3,500 Rupees, 
and he decides all causes, civil and criminal, except cases of homicide. Paro 
Pillo has Officers under him of the same description as the Deb Raja himself. 

Wandipoor Zimp6 is Gove v nor of the Fort of Wandipoor, which lies to the 
South of Poonakh about six coss distant. The Territory under the control of 
this Governor extends one day’s journey to the West, two coss to the North, 
two days journey to the East, and to the South-East fourteen days’ journey. 
In breadth it varies from one to two days’ journey. The Zimpe resides •dur- 
ing the cold weather six months at Wandipoor, and six months in the hot wea- 
ther at Khodakha. Under him is Jhargaon Pillo, whose jurisdiction extends 
five or six coss to the North of Kistnyl, and the same distance South of Ohalla, 
and is in breadth from North-West to South-East two and a half days’ journey. 
To the South of this division, which is thinly inhabited, the jurisdiction of 
the Oherrung Soubah commences and his authority extends to Sidlec and Bijnce. 
In the cold weather he lives at Bissu Sing, and in the hot w r cathcr at Clierrung. 
Wandipoor Zimp6 has only this one Dooar, and at Kocliubari, Bijnce, and Sidlec 
Lushkers and live or six Booteahs reside on his part. He has about 3-32 parts 
of the country. He pays altogether about 1,000 Rupees, and is bound to 
entertain the Court three days on their journey to Poonakh and ten days after 
the Dongsu Poojali. He decides all causes not involving homicide. Wandipoor 
Zimpe has Officers under him of the same description as those already men- 
tioned as attached to the suite of the Deb Raja. 

Tagna Pillo’s jurisdiction lies between Buxa and Cherrung. He has two 
Dooars or pusses, and the Refu Jadu and two Tumas are undor his orders. 
His Territory is eight days’ journey long, and four days from East to West. 
He pays altogether annually in two instalments about 3,000 Rupees, and 
rules about 3-1 Oths of the country. • 

Tongso Tillo resides at Tongso, six days journey East of Poonakh. His 
Territory is twelve days’ journey long from South to North, and eight days 
broad. He rules 9-32 of the country and has eight Dooars, and six Zimpls 
or inferior Officers under his orders, viz. } Bag Dooar, or Burra Bijnee, Kundu, or 
P’hulguri, ruled by Jonga Zimp6 ; Dunsakkha, to which is attached the low- 
land of Passaklia and Arritti ; Tongsigang, to which is attached Railing Dooar 
called Hap Dooar in the low-land ; Rotu with Chinka Dooar ; Gurguma, ruled by 
Radi Zimp6 and, Kyabari ; and besides these he has authority over four 
Zimp6s in the Hills, and he also has under him Officers of the same descrip- 
tion as the Deb Raja. 31-32nd parts of Bootan in point of extent are in this 
way in the hands of the Pillos, Zimp^s, <fcc., the Deb Raja holding Kh&s 1-6 4th 
part, and the Dhurma Raja about the same, or 1-32 of the whole country 
between them. Tongso Pillo pays altogether about 3,500 or 4,000, and some 

articles of different, kinds. 
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The Fort of Poonakh is situated between two rivers just above their 
junction. To the West of it upon a hill there is another Fort distant about 
two coss. At Wandipoor there is also a Fort situated above the junction of the 
same river that flows past Poonakh with another stream falling into it from 
the Eastward ; the former is called the Patchoo, and the latter the Matchoo. At 
Dosim there is a Fort on the South side of a river. At Tassisudon there is a 
Fort on tho West bank of the Chanshu. To tho West of Tassisudon within 
half a coss there are two Forts on the same hill. At Paragong there is a Fort 
and also at Tongso and Tagna. These are the chief Forts in the country, but 
tho inferior Officers have also at their residences squares surrounded on four 
sides with stone walls. The above Pillos have the largest garrisons, as they 
live all the year round at the same place. 

To the North-West of Tassisudon and to the West there are two Forts — 
the first called Desipliuta — which are inhabited by a few officiating priests and 
Gylong*. Whfii the Court is at Tassisudon if the weather happen to become 
uncommonly warm, they go up to Desiphuta. The Fort of Tassisudon 
remains empty during the cold weather. At that season from the month of 
Assin to Bysakh all round the above Forts, and as far as Ohipchu, the country 
on both sides of the river is covered with snow, and the cold is so excessive, 
that the snow lies from one to three feet deep on the tops of the houses. 
The people who remain to watch the houses cannot live without fires, and 
they also wear four or five dresses, one above another, and night and day 
drink tea and wine. On account of the cold many of the inhabitants desert 
the country at this season and repair to the low country on the banks of tho 
Poonakh and Wandipoor River. Most of the farmers have two houses and two 
farms, one of which they cultivate during the hot, and the other during the cold 
weather. On the banks of the Wandipoor River as far as Jhargaon in Jeyte 
the heat of the sun is excessive ; at that time the Court and many of tho Ryots 
leave Poonakh and return to Tassisudon. At Poonakh if the weather is too 
hot, tho Court goes up to the Northern Fort, and at Tassishujung if it is too 
cold, they go to Dosim. The walls of tho Forts are built of stone laid in clay, 
and the houses are roofed with planks laid upon one another, and securqfl 
without fastenings of any kind, merely by placing a number of heavy stones 
upon them. The small gates of the Forts arc made of wood, and tho great 
gates are plated with iron. Tho walls of the Forts of Tassisudon and 
Poonakh may be thirty feet high ; in the middlo of each of them there is a 
very lofty building, (at Tassisudon it is six or seven stories high,) in which 
the Dhurma Raja lives, and it is surrounded with smaller buildings for the 
accommodation of the Deb Raja and the Officers of Government. The walls 
are pierced with loop-holes for the discharge of musketry and arrows, and the 
gates are upon an ascent and very c ifficult of access. The Zinkaffs and Poes 
of the Offices of Government reside at the door of the sleeping apartments of 
their immediate superior, and their room is hung round with arms. There 
are bazars at Paragong, Tassisudon, and Poonakh, where are sold dry fish, 
tea, butter, coarse cloth, pin, betel and vegetables, but rice, pulse, earthem 
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pots, oil, salt, pepper, turmeric are not procurable. At Tassisudon Fort 
there are 500 Gylongs and about 500 Zinkaffs, Poes, &c. In Tongso and 
Paragong about 700, at Wandipoor 400, and at Tagna 500 ; altogether the 
whole of the population able to bear arms does not probably exceed 10,000. 

The Booteahs have matchlocks, but they are of little use, as'they cannot 
hit a mark with a ball. They are afraid to fire a matchlock with more than 
two fingers of powder, and when they load more heavily they tie the piece to 
a tree and discharge it from a distance. They are good archers, and their 
arrows discharged from a height go to a groat distance ; they also fight well 
with a knife. When they fight with a Deb Raja, or the Pillos amongst them- 
selves, they stand at a distance and fire arrowB at each other, and if one of 
them is killed, both parties rush forward and struggle for the dead body ; 
whichever of them succeed in getting it, they take out the liver and eat it 
with butter and sugar ; they also mix the fat and blood with turpentine, and 
making candles thereof, bum them before the slirine of, the deitjj. The bones 
of persons killed iu war are also used for making musical pipes, and of the skulls 
they make beads, and also keep them set in silver for sipping water at the 
time of the performance of religious ceremonies. When a person is killed in 
their squabbles the Gylongs usually interfere * and make peace between the 
parties. The intestine broils, which so frequently occur in Bootan, are usually 
occasioned cither by the Deb Raja doing something contrary to custom, or by 
his remaining too long in his office, in which cases the Zimpens, Pillos, &c., 
assemble and require him to resign, and in the evont of refusal a battle ensues. 
If the Deb Raja resigns, or is defeated, the assembly, with the consent of the 
Dhurma Raja, choose some one of themselves to succeed him of the Sha or 
Waa tribe, and who has already attained the dignity either of Ziinp6 or Pillo. 
These battles always take place at the annual poojahs in Assin and Phalgoon. 
If there is no person in the assembly fit for the office of the Deb Raja, they 
select a Gy long, and if there is no fit person of that class, or if they cannot 
settle the matter amicably amongst themselves, they send tc Lhassa for one. 

The Booteahs do not fight in an open manner, but fire at one another 
f^om a distance, and attack at night, or lie in ambuBcade. They wear iron 
caps and roats-of-mail of iron, or quilted jackets ; they are armed with four 
or fivo knives in case of accidents, and they carry bows and arrows : before 
engaging they drink plentifully of fermented liquor : the Deb Raja himself 
leads them to battle, and in case of war all the Ryots of the country assemble 
to fight : on such occasions they maintain themselves, and the women attend 
to carry the eatables and baggage. All the inhabitants are always armed, the 
men wearing long knives and the women smaller ones. 

An unregenerated person may become a Gylong, at any time between the 
fifth and tenth years of his age, but not before or afterwards. The parents of 
the child of their own accord appear before the Dhurma Raja or the Deb 
Raja, or before Borne Officer of Government, or a Gylong, and present the 
child, along with some money, requesting that he may be admitted into 
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coat of a red colour and a piece of cloth is put round his neck ; his parents 
have no longer anything to do with his support, and the Gylongs feed him 
and teach him to pray and to read the holy books. The Gylongs renounce all 
connection with women and the cultivation of the ground, but they may 
trade or serve the Government. If any of them trespass in regard to 
women, they are expelled from the Society and not allowed to perform the 
ceremonies of religiou. If any of them choose voluntarily to resign, he 
calls out aloud in the midst of the assembled brotherhood “ Dumshobdai,” 
or “ my covering has fallen off,” and flies from their presence, but is permitted 
to take with him any property that he may have accumulated. The Gylongs 
are bound to perform religious worship in public, and also for private indivi- 
duals, to read the holy books, and to burn the dead. The Chief of the Gylongs 
is called Lamkhem. He is next in rank to the T)hurma Raja, and when the 
latter dies the Lamkhem performs the funeral obsequies, and commands in 
spiritual matters durjng the interregnum and the minority of the next Dhurma 
Raja, whom he instructs in the religious ceremonies and sacrod books. 
It is consequently a very high office. Under the Lamkhem there is a Deputy 
called the Lam Omje who, in case of the Lamkhem’s death, performs the duties 
of the office, and is usually'appointed his successor by the Dhurma Raja, in 
concurrence with a Council of elders of the class of Gylongs, to which body 
the Deb Raja, the four Chief Counsellors, and the three Pillos always belong. 
Under the Lam Omje arc ten or twelve Lubi or inferior Gylongs for teaching 
singing, reading, <frc., to the boys. There are five hundred Gylongs at Tassi- 
sudon and Poouakh, three hundred at Paragong, three hundred at Tongso, two 
hundred and fifty at Tagna, two hundred at Wandipoor, and one or two at each 
of the stations of inferior Officers, supposed to be about three hundred, mak- 
ing altogether about two thousand. There also reside separately in Gimpas 
or convents and as servants three thousand one hundred and fifty, making 
altogether five thousand Gylongs under the guidance of Lamkhem. The con- 
vents are chiefly founded by Deb Debas or Deb Rajas who have resigned the 
office or other retired Officers of State. All Gylongs that live with the Court, 
or with the Officers of Government, are fed by the Government, while those 
who live in convents support themselves ; but when the Government distri- 
butes charity, all the Gylongs are entitled to a share. When any rich Gylong 
dies a part af his property goes to the Government, either to the Deb Raja or 
Dhurma Raja, as he may have heen a dependent of them respectively, and the 
remainder is divided amongst his brethren ; that is to say, if the deceased was 
in the service of Government, the Deb Raja gets his estate, and if he was a 
mere Gylong, the Dhurma Raja and Lamkhem will take it. When charity is 
distributed, a Gylong who lias been twice born or regenerated in the manner 
above-mentioned receives a double portion, and a treble if he has been thrice 
born. Gylongs cannot bear arms unless they are in the service of Govern- 
ment, but they may have a small knife for culinary purposes : they ore not 
permitted to sleep, or even to He down ; night and day persons of the order 
continually keep watch over them, armed with long whips, which they apply 
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to the shoulders of any one that is seen to nod : they are not allowed to go 
out of the Fort without the orders of Lamkhem, and of the Dhurma and Deb 
Rajas, except on the days when they go in procession to bathe in the river. 
On these occasions they are preceded by musicians and persons burning 
incense next to them marches the Lamkhem, and after him the Gylongs in 
single files according to their seniority, when they proceed to bathe in the same 
order. The Gylongs called Lubi bathe separately from the others. There are 
also convents of women who wear yellow clothes, and make vows of chastity. 
They have each their own superior, and are under the control of Lamkhem. 

Bootan produces abundance of tangun horses, blankets, walnuts, musk, 
ehowries or cow tails, oranges and manjeet (madder) which the inhabitants sell 
at Rungpore ; and thence take back woollen cloth, pattus, indigo, sandal, 
red sandal, assafootida, nutmegs, cloves, nakhi, and coarse cotton cloths, of 
which they use a part in Bootan and send the rest to Lhassa, and from the 
latter country they import tea, silver, gold, and embroidered silk goods. In 
Lhassa there is no rico produced, and little grain of any kind, on which 
account rice, parched rice, wheat, and flour of dhemsi arc also exported from 
Bootan to that country. The tea the Booteahs consume themselves ; the 
greater part of the silk goods for clothing and hangings in their temples ; 
and with the silver they mix lead and coin it into Narrainoc Rupees. The 
Booteahs also send the same sort of goods as they export to Rungpore to 
Nipal and Assam, and to the former country they likewise export rock salt. 
From the low-lands under the Hills and on the borders of Rungpore and Gooch 
Behar they import swine, cattle, pan and betel, tobacco, dried fish, and 
coarse cotton cloth. Besides the Officers of Government and their servants, 
no person can trade with a foreign country, nor can any of the inhabitants 
sell tangun mares without the Deb Raja’s permission. All horses and blankets 
are monopolized at a low price by the Officer in whoso jurisdiction they are 
produced. 

In Bootan the grains produced are rice, wheat, dhemsi, barley, mustard, 
oheima, inurwa, and Indian corn. The rice is planted out in Assar, and 
ripens in Assin or the beginning of Kartik. The other grains are sown in 
Kartik and reaped in Jeyt. The sloping sides of the Hills are cut into stages, 
and the rice watered from rivulets which are made to overflow the different 
beds successively. All sorts of fruit ripen between Juno and October. The 
fruits aro walnuts, apples, peaches, oranges, pomegranates, chouli, limes, 
melons, <fcc. There is one mangoe tree at Poonakh and one at Wandipcor, both 
of which bear, but the fruit is bad, aud sells for an oxtravagant price : it ripens 
in the month of Assin or Septoml)cr. There is one jack tree at Jhargaon and 
two date trees in all Bootan. Near Wandipoor sugar-cane is cultivated : 
radishes and turnips are very plentiful : the latter weigh ten or twelve pounds. 
The women perform all the agricultural labor except the work of ploughing. 

In Bootan there are fifteen tribes, the chief of which are those of Sha and 
Waa. The Deb Rajas and also the principal Officers of State used always to 
be of these castes ; but the present Deb Raja, on account of his abilities, 
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obtained that office although a Parab. The tribe of Sha inhabit the country 
about Wandipoor ; the Waa, that about Tassisudon and Wakha ; the Parab, 
Paragaon ; Shasheb, Tongso ; and the Togab, Togna. Besides these five, which 
are the principal tribes, there are the following castes : Gen, Kapi, Thowzcb, 
which are* all of inferior rank; they live in the mountains to the North of 
Poonakh and Tassisudon and arc the herdsmen of the chowree-tailed cattle. 
The caste of Powa sell p£n, betel and spirits, and the women are prostitutes. 
The caste of Zongsob arc all menials or slaves. Both these castes live about 
Tassisudon, Poonakh, and Wandipoor, and nowhere else. The son of a Boo- 
teah and a Cooch parent is called Thep. The Toto tribe live in Luckeepoor, the 
Dahya in Chamoorchcc, the Bagbora and Ole in Oheming ; the whole of these 
castes repeat the sacred words “ Oom Mani Pamceoom” and revere the Dhurma 
Baja as an incarnation of the Deity. Besides tho abovo there are Cooch, 
Rajbungsees, Massulmans and other tribes in the low-lands, all of whom pro- 
fess their peculiar fa^th, and follow its customs without molestation. 

The Bootcahs worship images and consider the Dhurma Raja as a god. 
They will not kill any animal even for food, but will cat carrion, or what has 
been killed by any other person. They eat the flesh of every sort of animal 
except that of the pigeon ; but if any one should eat even that he will not 
lose caste, but will merely be exposed to ridicule. All classes from boyhood 
to old age repeat this one munlm “ Oom Mani Pamceoom.” They consider 
Owanolui as tin? Supreme Deity. Labjrem buchc, a deity whoso imago they 
worship, resembles exactly that of Ram of the Hindoos. Cheraji resembles 
Krishna. Dawjitan is the same as Jagannath, but his image was not seen. 
Amsumem is said to resemble tho Hindoo Chcndi ; the above are benevolent 
deities. Gonj idea’s image was not seen : he was said to be malevolent. 
Besides these there are innumerable images, sitting in the posture of a jogi, 
with four hands held up. The images of the deities are kept in the apartments 
of tho Dhurma Raja, the Deb Raja, and the Officers of Government. The 
people of the country often walk round the buildings containing the images 
repeating the words “ Oom Mani Pameeoom.” There are also erected in many 
places stone walls called Chuti, of four or five cubits high and indefinite 
length, upon which the above words are inscribed, and the people in like man- 
ner walk round them, repeating the same. They also put up flags with the 
above words inscribed upon them, and every person passing the place ought 
to put up another ; but poor people merely attach a rag of two or three inches 
long and half an inch broad to tho polo of tho first flag. Tho Bootcahs do 
not bathe before meals, but repeat the words “ Oom Mani Pameeoom.” Four 
times a month the Cylongs abstain from fish or flesh, viz., on the 8th, 14th, 
24th, and 30th of the moon. Some only observe the fast once a month. The 
Gy longs are forbiddon to use wine, but drink it secretly. The chief maxim of 
religious faith amongst the Booteahs is that of sparing tho life of all animals. 
The fish in the rivers they do not allow any one to kill] ; the lice and fleas that 
infest their heads and clothes they catch and tlfrow away ; bugs they treat in 
the -same manner, and never put any kind of animal to death. The religion of 
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the Booteahs assimilates in some points with that of the Hindoos ; they worship 
the images of the deities, count their beads at prayers, and offer clarified 
butter to the gods by throwing it on the fire : they also resemble in their 
prejudices against taking away the life of animals, the same as our byragis, 
only that the latter refrain from eating the flesh of an animal, as well as from 
killing it. They resemble the Buddhists in offering no bloody sacrificeij&and in 
not bending their heads before the image of any god, saying that the Deity 
pervades all nature and consequently their heads, which it is therefore 
unbecoming to bow before an image. They eat flesh, drink wine, and make 
beads of the skulls of men in the manner of our sect of Beers. They are 
not Mussulmans, but rather approximate in their opinions to the Hindoos of the 
above sect, who have relinquished the observances of caste and diet. The 
respectable people are continually repeating their muntra and performing 
religious ceremonies. The imago of Laberein buche resen^les that of Ram ; 
his countcnanco is similar, and he holds in his hands a-Dow and arrow ; the 
Bootan deity is, however, made of copper and gilt. There are also many 
images of deities with four arms, the manufacture of which is constantly 
going on in the palace, and together with the subsequent ceremonies, occasion 
the chief expense of the Government. The same Bort of articles is not 
offered to all of their deities : some are presented with the heads of dried fish 
and fermented liquor ; some receive fruits and rice, while others receive tea, 
and Loo is presented with pork, and with the head of an ox, which is burnt 
and the horns put up in front of the house. 

When a child is bom it is first washed with warm w r ater ; after that, the 
next morning, it is carried to the river and plunged into the water, however 
cold the weather may be : there it is kept some time and after that its mother 
is bathed and the child wrapped up and carried home. Marriages are con- 
tracts by agreement of the parties, and no ceremonies are observed at their 
celebration ; for the most part the husbands live in the houses of their wives, 
the latter seldom going to their husband’s house. A rich man may keep as 
many w ives as he can maintain, and when poor, throe or four brothers club 
together and keep one wife amongst them. The children of such a connection 
call the eldest husband father, and the others uncles. It is not considered 
as any crime for a man to have connection with any of his female relations 
except his mother ; but it is looked upon as discreditable in the case of a sister 
or daughter. Almost all the women prostitute themselves until they are twenty- 
five or sixty years of age when they take a husband. Old women are frequently 
united in marriage to boys, in which case the husband usually takes the 
daughter of his old wife after her demise. If the husband be much older than 
his wife he calls her daughter, and mother if much younger. When a per- 
son dies, a Gylong is sent for, who burns the body. The bodies of persons 
dying of the small-pox are first buried for three days, and if of any other 
disease, kept in the house for the same period after death and then burned. 
In the case of persons of consequence there is an assembly of many people, 
and apparently rejoicing, with much drinking of spirits and feasting. During 
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three days that the body is kept the usual allowance of food is placed beside 
it, and this is the perquisite of the officiating Gylong. There are two plaoes 
built with stones, one near Tassisudon and another at Poonakh, called 
Tutina, whore all dead bodies are burned. The ashes after incineration are 
collected and carried home, find in the morning they are placed in a brass pot 
and covered with silk and, attended by a procession, carried to the river, where 
the contents are thrown into the water, and the pot and silk presented to the 
Gylongs. A^the same time a part of the wealth of the deceased is given in 
charity to the Gylongs, and they are fed with rice and tea, and one or more 
flags with the mystic words “ Oom Mani Pameeoom” inscribed upon them are 
put up at the house of the deceased as a means of accelerating his 
regeneration. ^ 

In Bootau lightning does not descend from the clouds os in Bengal, 
but risos from earth ; this was not actually seen, but the holos in the earth 
were inspected, and ifris universally reported to be the case by the inhabitants. 
In Bootau it never thunders, nor do the clouds ever appear of a black color, 
but merely resemble mist ; the rain which falls is also exceedingly fine, like 
our mist. At Wandipoor and Poonakh there is sunshine all the year, but in 
other places a thick log mitigates the ardour of the sun’s rays, which is probably 
occasioned by the comparative lowness of the situation of these two places. 
At Wandipoor on account of the mountains the sun is not seen for the first and 
last puhurs of the day. Snow falls only occasionally at Wandipor and Poonakh, 
but every year in the other parts of the country. 

The Booteahs all live by their own labor, no one depending for support 
upon his relations. They have no objection to any sort of work, except killing 
hogs or other animals, which is performed by a person of mean caste called 
P’hapohemi, who is a slave. The chief employments followed by the men are 
those of cultivating the ground or keeping shops : there are also potters, black- 
smiths, and carpenters. The potters do not use the wheel. The blacksmith 
works like those in Bengal, but the carpenter has no saw, and performs all his 
work with an adze and chisscl. There are no barbers or washermen, every one 
performing these offices for himself. • 

The Booteahs enjoy the revenues of their country by mutual concurrence 
in the following manner : They first become Zinkaffs or Poes, then Tumas, 
then Zumpes under the Pillos or other Officers, after that Iodus or Soubahs of 
Papes, after that Zimp6, then Pillo, and at length they may become Deb Raja. 
The last Deb Raja was in fact originally a ZiukafF. If a man, however, possess 
extraordinary abilities or interest, ho may get on more quickly and become 
at once a Zimp6 from being a Zinkaff. Where a person gets a good appoint- 
ment he is not allowed to keep it long, but at the annual religious festivals 
frequent removals and appointments take place. The Deb Raja himself after 
a time is liable to be thrust out on some such a pretence as that of his 
having infringed established customs ; and unless ho have either Tongso or 
Paro Pillo on his side, he must, if required to do so, resign his place, or risk 
he result of a civil war : on this account the Deb Raja strives, by removals 
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and changes at the annual festivals, to fill the principal offices with persons 
dovotod to his interest. The Booteahs are full of fraud and intrigue, and 
would not scruple to murder their own father or brother to serve their-interost ; 
hut what is wonderful is that the slaves are most faithful and obedient to 
their masters, and are ready to sacrifice their limbs or lives in their service ; 
while their masters, on the other hand, use them most cruelly, often inflicting 
upon thorn horrid punishment and frequently mutilating them. 

No complaints for assaults and slight wounding or adultejy are heard. 
Tf a man catch another in adultery with his wife he may kill him without 
scruple, but if, under other circumstances, a man kill another, he must pay 
126 Rupees to the Dob Raja, and something to the other Counsellors and to 
the heirs of the doceased. Jf he cannot pay this sum, he is tied to the dead 
body and thrown into the river. No distinction is made between what is 
called murder and manslaughter in English law. In cases of robbery and 
theft the proporty of the criminal is seized, and he is confined for six months 
or a year, after which lie is sold as a slave, and all his relations are liable to 
the same punishment. There is no burglary or dacoity in houses in Bootan, 
and robberies take place upon the highway, the Ryots having nothing in their 
houses for dacoits to carry away. 

The practice of the Courts is that if a man complains he can never 
obtain justice, but he may be subject to a fine if he fails to establish his claim. 
If a merchant lias a demand against any one, and can by no means get paid, 
ho can only go to the Deb Raja, or some other Judge, and say, “ such a man 
owes me so much ; pray collect the amount, and use it as your own.” The 
defendant is then summoned, and if the demand is proved to be just, 
tho money is realized for the use of the Judge, who, on the other hand, if the 
claim is not established, takes the amount demanded from the plaintiff. 

Whenever any Ryot, or landholder, or servant, has collected a little money, 
the Officer of Government under whose authority they happen to be placed 
finds some plea or other for taking the whole. On this account the Ryots are 
afraid to put on good clothes, or to eat and drink according to their inclination, 
ldfet they should excite the avarice of their rulers. Notwithstanding this, the 
latter leave nothing to the Ryots, but the Gylongs are often possessed of wealth, 
which they collect as charity, and fees of office, and by trade. Whoever 
borrows money from a Gylong, considering him as a revered person, pays 
back more than he borrowed, and if they complain to the Judge, they get the 
sum lent with interest, if their claim is proved, and if not, they are not 
subject to any fine; tho servants of Government are also favored in like 
manner by the Courts. In all ways the Ryots are harrassod ; whatever rice 
they grow is taken almost entirely for revenue by the Government, and they 
arc also obliged to deliver the grass and straw. Of wheat they retain a larger 
portion, and they do not give to Government any part of their dhemsi. All 
the colts that are producod from their mares, and all the blankets they make, 
are also taken by tho Officers of Government at a low price. They are also 
bound to furnish firo-wood, spirits, and grain for the Government Officers, and 
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the husks and straw for the cattle, and are further obliged to carry all the 
bales of goods iu which the Officers of Government trade gratis. For 
exemption from the last grievance those who can afford it pay something to 
the Deb Raja, which of course renders it still more burdensome on those who 
cannot do *the same. 

Sal, Saral, Sisu, Gambori, and Sida trees are produced in the low-land and 
small hills for two days’ journey. On the interior hills nothing but fir trees 
are to be seen : the wood is used for fuel and all other domestio purposes, and 


as it is full of resin it also serves for lamps. 

There was formerly no mint in Bootan, but when the Booteahs carried 
away the late Raja of Cooch Bohar, they got hold of the dies, with which they 
still stamp Narrainee Rupees. Every new Deb Raja puts a mark upon tho 
Rupees of his coinage, and alters the weight. The Dhurma Raja also coins 
Rupees, and besides them, no one else is permitted to put their mark upon tho 


Rupees, but there ar<^ mints at Faro, Tongso, and Tagna. 

To the North of Gowalparah lies Bijnee, the residence of Ballit Narain. 

To the West of Bijnee, nine coss, is Bisjorra or Birjorra, 
Boute from Bijnee to 8 i tu ated on the confines of the Company’s Territories 
Wandipoor in Bootan. ^ ^ pergutmah of Khoontaghat. Half a coss North 

of this place the Bootan Territories commence with the Zemindaree of Sallee. 
Three coss West from Bijnee we crossed the Ayi River; it is about eighty yards 
broad and fordable, except in the rainy season. To the North-West of Bisjorra 
lies Sidlee, distant six coss, the residence of Suraj Narain, Raja of the Zomui- 
darce. The intermediate country is covered with long grass, with a few huts 
here and there, which arc not observable until the traveller is close upon thorn. 
The jungle is very high, but there is a track or foot path as far as Sidlce. 
From Sidlee to tho Northern Hills there is no road in the rainy season, or from 
Bysakh to Kartik : in the month of Assin the jungle begins to be burned, and 
after this operation has been repeated several times the road is cleared. J? m 
passage through this jungle is attended with innumerable ineonvemoncies, of 
which the following are some : From Bijnee to tho Hills the whole country is 
covered with a species of reed called Khagrah, interporsod here and there with 
forest trees. The jungle is of such height that an elephant or rhinoceros 
cannot be scon in it when standing up, and it is so full of leeches that a person 
cannot move a hundred yards without having his body, wherever it has been 
scratched by the grass, covered with those animals, so that a single person 
cannot get rid of them without assistance. In this jungle, when the sun s lines, 
the heat is intolerable, and when the sun ceases to shine a person cannot 
remain in it without a fire on account of innumerable musquboes and other 
insects with which it is filled. When the sun shines they retire, but in the 
evening and morning, and all night, men and cattle are tormented by them, 
Z they are only to be dispersed by the smoke of a fire. In this jungle there 
are tigers, bears, elephants, rhinoceroses, buffaloes, monkies, wild hogs, deer, &c., 

but from nine o’clock iu the morning until three in the afternoon they keep m 

the jungle, and are seldom seen except in the morning and evening. To the 
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North of Sidlee, six coss, lies the Village of Bengtolli; between these places 
there is nothing but jungle, and at Bengtolli there are only four or five 
families. To the North-West of Bengtolli lies Thannah Gendagram. There is 
here a party of Booteahs but no village, nor are there any houses on the road ; 
the same sort of jungle continues, but begins at Bengtolli to be interspersed 
more thickly with sdl trees. Just before arriving at Gendagram we crossed 
the new and old Bhur Rivers about eighty yards broad and fordable, except 
in the rains. To the North-West of Gendagram, six coss, lies the Village of 
Zilimjhar, containing about fifteen or twenty families of the Mech caste. The 
road is a continued jungle with trees, and without a Bingle habitation or 
cultivated spot. The Mechis cultivate rice and cotton, and a space of about 
a mile in diameter is cleared around the village. One coss West of Genda- 
grani we crossed the Cbampamatee k River, f about twenty yards broad and 
exceedingly rapid. It is fordable except after heavy, rain. To the West, of 
Zilimjhar, eight coss, lies Kachubari, containing five oii six Booteah houses 
called Change. There are a few houses and rice fields at one place on the road. 
The country is covered •with forests, and the long weeds begin to disappear. 
As far as Kachubari the ground is level, but somewhat higher than the inter- 
mediate space between Zilimjhar and Sidlee. West of Zilimjhar we passed the 
Dulpani, a river of the same description as the Champamatec. To the North of 
Kachubari, six coss, lies Pakkeehngga, which is merely a large stone on the 
side of the river. The road leads through a forest of sal trees and runs 
chiefly along the banks of a river : at Pakkeehagga small hills commence ; 
there are no habitations on the road. One coss North-West of Kachubari 
we crossed the Sarabhanga River. It is about eighty yards broad and exceed- 
ingly rapid, but is fordable ~ except after heavy rain. To the North of 
Pakkeehagga, eight coss, is the hill of Bissu-sing where the Sonbah of Cberrung 
resides during the cold weather. There is no village here nor on the road, 
which runs over small hills and through [forests of s&l and other trees. We 
crossed three small streams on this march without bridges. To the North- 
West of Bissu-sing, sixteen coss, lies Dtzbleng, where there is one Booteah 
house. There are no villages on the road, but the country to the West of 
Dubleng is inhabited, and lurmshed us with porters. The road leads over to 
the hill of Kiunli sukka, a very lofty mountain, from which the Berhampootcr 
ami the Garrow Hills are distinctly seen ; the road is about a cubit broad, and 
passable for loaded horses. There are no bridges on this day’s route. We 
btarted before sunrise and arrived at Dubleng at ten o’clock at night; the Hills 
arc bare towards the top, but lower down they are covered with trees, and a 
fow fir trees begin to be seen on the North-West declivity of Kamli-sukka. 
At the bottom of this Hill, previously to arriving at Dubleng, we crossed, a 
small rivulet. To the West of Dubleng, eight coss, lies Cheming, the residence 
of a Soubah during the hot weather. The road is hilly, but no very high 
mountains were passed, and it is practicable for cattle of any description ; 
there are a few scattered houses on the way. Cherrung is visible from Dubleng, 
and the houses can be seen in clear weather without the aid of a glass. After 
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proceeding half a coss from Dublcng we crossed a river over wooden bridge ; 
an elephant might pass this part of the road by going below. After crossing 
this river fir trees begin to prevail scantily interspersed with other kinds. At 
Cheming there is no village, but to the South of it the country is said to be 
inhabited.* At Cheming there is a stone-house inclosed with walls after the 
fashion of the Booteahs. To the North of Cherrung, ten coss, lies Majang, from 
which place Cherrung is visible without the aid of a glass. The direct distance 
is estimated at only three coss, but we were from sunrise to about three in the 
afternoon on the way. The road is hilly but passable for cattle all the way. 
We crossed one river about half-way by a substantial wooden bridge. The 
river was rapid not fordable, but to tho South the bed was wider and the water 
shallow. No houses or cultivation were seen on this day’s march. At Majang 
there is a village of about seven or eight families, living in houses with earthen 
walls, the Ryots not being allowed to build with stone. To the North East of 
Majang, nine coss, lies Harassu, where there is only one house, and none on the 
road. After descending the Hill from Majang we arrived at the bank of the 
Patchoo-Matchoo River, which runs by Poonakh and Wandipoor, and continued 
not far from its left bank all the way, as we judged from the noise of the waters 
when we could not see it. On this day’s march scarcely any trees except firs 
were seen. Some of the Hills were bare towards the top. The road was ^Jte 
worst we had hitbefto travelled over, running in many places along the sides of 
precipitous banks It is barely pussable for horses, but there is a road along 
the river by which it is said elephants can proceed. We started from Ma- 
jang at sun -rise and arrived at 3 P. M. at Ilarassu immediately after crossing a 
river by a wooden bridge. To the right of our route there was a very high 
mountain. Prom Harassu North-West, eight coss, lies Kishny6i, where there 
is a single Chowkeedar. Before arriving at Kishny6i we crossed a river by a 
wooden bridge ; the road was entirely destitute of habitations, but better than 
that of yesterday and passable for horses or elephants. We started in the 
morning and arrived at 2 p. m. From Kislmyei West, ten coss, lies Jhargaon, 
where there is one house for the PilJo, and some huts for slaves. On the road 
we saw no houses or cultivation. The road is like that of yesterday, but the^e is 
one very steep ascent passable, however, for cattle of any description. We started 
from Kislmy6i early in the morning and arrived about 5 P. M. at Jhargaon. 
There is some rice cultivated at this place. On this day’s march wo crossed one 
river on a wooden bridge and three smaller streams. From Jhargoan West, 
twelve coss, lies Challa, where there is a village containing eight or ten families 
and an extensive tract of cultivated land to the South-East. Half-way there is 
a small village and some cultivation. Our route of this day and yesterday was 
along the left bank of the Patchoo-Matchoo River which comes from Poonakh, but 
at some distance from it. Before arriving at Challa we forded a small river 
about knee deep. From Challa North, ten coss, lies Khodakha, where the 
Governor of Wandipoor resides during the hot weather. At Khodakha there is 
a village of about sixty houses including convents and a Fort, but there is little 
cultivation, the climate being too cold for rice to come to perfection* From 
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Chalk to Khodakha the road ascends the greater part of the way, and is 
crossed by the streams (believed to be the same) by wooden bridges. The 
road was passable for horses but scarcely for elephants. Khodakha is situated 
on a flat space on the banks of a stream, and at a great height. From an emi- 
nence a little to the West of it Wandipoor is visible. From Khodakha, ten coss 
West, lies the Fort of Wandipoor. After leaving Khodakha and beginning to 
descend the Hill, Wandipoor and the river became visible. The road descends 
all the way and is very steep and scarcely passable for cattle. Close to. 
Wandipoor we crossed the Patchoo River. At Wandipoor there is a Fort but 
no village. It is situated above the confluence of the Patchoo and Matclioo 
Rivers : there is some level ground and cultivation near it, and villages at no 
great distance. 

The route from Wandipoor to Cooch Behar being already known, the rest 
of the Journal is omitted. 








